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Herewith transmitted to the review of the political state of the USSR 
during the month of January 1929 survey was compiled based on the 
data information 2 and the Secret of the OGPU departments. 


This survey, in view of its top-secret nature, should be kept on par with 
the code. Making copies and making extracts is not allowed in any case. 


The PP of the OGPU and the heads of the provincial and regional 
departments of the OGPU can give an overview for reading to the 
secretaries of the regional committees, provincial committees, regional 
committees and the Bureau of the Central Committee of the CPSU (b). 


When reviewing 3 applications and one table. 

Deputy Chairman of the OGPU M. Trilisser 

Head of the Information Department of the OGPU N. Alekseev 
[Workers] 

Supply interruptions to industrial areas and cities 


In January, the distribution of food in cities and industrial areas was 
carried out almost exclusively at the rate. Sharp interruptions in the 
supply of grain were felt in a number of large industrial regions - Baku, 
Izhevsk, Yaroslavl, the North Caucasus. In Yaroslavl, the norms were 
reduced: for children under 3 years of age (up to 160 per day), for 
cooperative handicraftsmen from 500 to 300 and for employees and 
their families from 600 to 300; the unworked population is removed 
from the supply. In Baku, interruptions began on January 10 due to 
snow drifts that caused a shortage of food, queues reached 300 or more 
people, were established from 3-4 hours. nights. In the North Caucasus, 
interruptions have seized new points that have not experienced any 
difficulties so far: Sulin (queues up to 500 people), Vladikavkaz, 
Dagestan, Novocherkassk district, Yeisk and Donskoy districts. In the 


city of Azov, due to a decrease in the rate of flour supply, from January 
25, interruptions in the supply of bread to the population began. On 
January 28, a crowd of townsfolk burst into the premises of the bakery, 
shouting: "Give me bread," shouts were heard at the factory: "Beat him 
with stones.” The incident was caused by a lack of bread. There are 
tendencies among the workers to buy grain in reserve, in the spring 
(Izhevsk, Artyomovsk district, etc.). 


A conflict on the basis of insufficient norms and an unsatisfactory 
system of grain distribution took place in the V. Volomsk deposit (Tver 
province). The workers of the weaving department (about 200 people) 
stopped working and came to Factory 3 demanding to increase the 
norms and improve the grain supply system. The break in work lasted 
20 minutes. 


In Moscow and Leningrad, the bread supply is satisfactory. The 
transition in Leningrad to the system of selling bread according to 
intake books 4 streamlined the supply of the working population (in 
the early days there were interruptions and significant queues due to 
organizational discrepancies). 


Abuses with the issuance of sampling books and speculation have been 
noted; books are sold for 5-8 rubles. apiece. The export of baked bread 
from Leningrad does not stop. 


In the Moscow province. the shortage of grain was felt only at 
individual enterprises in the districts (at the Kashirskaya power plant, 
the Istomkinsky factory, the Yakhroma factory). Serious conflicts on the 
basis of food difficulties were in a number of small towns receiving food 
in the last turn (Voronezh, the cities of Tver province - Bezhetsk, 
Torzhok, Ostashkov, a number of small cities of the Central Organ), 
among population groups removed from the planned supply 
(employees, artisans,). 


In the city of Bezhetsk, Tver province. since January 4, the norms for the 
sale of bread have been reduced: for families of workers from 600 to 300 
a day, to the unemployed from 200 to 100, the sale of bread has been 
stopped to handicraftsmen and artisans (until now they received 
200). When a new order was announced to those who were standing in 
line for bread, 70 people went to the board of the city PO, demanding 
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the release of bread and the abolition of the division of urban residents 
into categories. The City Council was forced to temporarily authorize 
the sale of decommissioned grain. 


In the city of Torzhok (the same province), a group of women 
demanded an increase in the rate of bread sales, since the existing rate 
did not satisfy them. In the Ukom of the All-Union Communist Party, 
women broke the windows, there was an attempt to break down the 
door. The Ukom secretary was not allowed to speak. 


There were interruptions in Voronezh for several days (from 2 to 5 
January). The reason for the interruptions is the indiscriminate nature 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan and Koopinsoyuz 5, which did not 
supply flour to bakeries in a timely manner. There were queues of 100 
or more people. The peasants took advantage of the grain difficulties 
by selling rye flour for 4 rubles. per pood, wheat 20 rubles. Since 
January 6, the supply has been established. Those responsible for 
creating the outages are brought to justice. 


In recent years, there has been a sharp lack of supply of industrial areas 
with manufactured goods, especially textiles and _ leather. In 
Novorossiysk, some cement plant workers did not go to work due to 
lack of shoes; there are no shoes on sale. In Tula, there is no plantar 
leather, children's shoes, woolen, chintz and linen for sale. There are no 
felted shoes, the demand for them is great. The demand for taxes is not 
being met. 


Due to the lack of manufactured goods in Melitopol and at the 
Kaslinsky plant (Sverdlovsk district), the following happened: in 
Melitopol (at the end of December), the queue for the manufactory 
gathered at 4 o'clock in the morning (1000 people). The crowd refused 
to disperse despite the categorical demands of the police. At the Kasli 
plant, * 00 people gathered in a queue. The crowd forced the store 
manager to give out numbers to the manufactory, not keeping to the 
queue. There was a crush. The police were summoned to put things in 
order. 


Note 


* The first numbers are illegible 


Renewal of collective agreements 6 


By the end of January, the collective agreement campaign had not yet 
been completed for a number of enterprises. In Leningrad, the 
collective agreements (information as of January 23) were not 
renegotiated at 58 enterprises, of which at some large metal factories 
(Krasny Gvozdilshchik - 2566 workers, Sevkabel - 1462 workers). At the 
Electrosila plant (3480 workers), the contract is supposed to be 
concluded only by March 1. The contracts were not renegotiated at 2 
large textile factories ("Rabotnitsa” - 2858 workers and "Vozrozhdenie" 
- 1872 workers) and at a number of other enterprises, mainly 
Pishchetrest. 


On the CCM, only by January 20, after lengthy negotiations related to 
disagreements on the issue of wages, an agreement was signed between 
the Union of Miners 7 and Grozneft 8. A number of agreements on the 
JCC by this time were in the arbitration commissions 9 (general 
agreement between Sevkavpromlesom10 and the Union of 
Woodworkers 11, etc.). Collective agreements on some enterprises of 
the Nizhne-Volzhsky region are in a similar position. 


Demands for a pay rise 


In some enterprises, at meetings to discuss a new collective agreement, 
individual workers and groups put forward demands for higher 
wages. This was noted mainly in the NWO. At the Proletary factory in 
the Novgorod District, a group of workers in the muffle 
branch 12 demanded an increase in the wages of all workers by 
25%. This demand did not meet with support among the majority of 
those present. At the Fanerodvinoles plant in the Leningrad District, a 
proposal was made to raise wages by 10-15%. 


Among certain groups of workers in the coal and ore industries of 
Ukraine, dissatisfaction with the insignificance of the increase was 
revealed. In some cases, groups of ancillary workers announced their 
refusal to raise money. At a meeting to discuss the collective agreement, 
workers of the coke ovens of the Yekaterininsky mine administration 
(Stalin's district), individual loaders said: "We do not want a ten-kopeck 
increase, we donate an increase to the state for an aircraft, let them build 
an aircraft and fight without us." At the general meeting of the 
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Rutchenkovsky mining administration (Stalin district), laborers 
declared: “An increase of 5 kopecks. - it's like adding nothing." At mine 
No. 4 bis of the Khrustalsky mining administration, a number of 
workers declared: “We do not need any increments, we need to lower 
the prices of goods. Workers can never keep up with market prices 
when wages are not raised enough. " 


Attention is drawn to the tendencies of workers of mechanical 
workshops of the ore administration named after. Dzerzhinsky 
(Artyomovsk district) to move to the Union of Metalworkers 13 due to 
the fact that the salary at metal plants is higher. 


At some enterprises of the Nizhne-Volzhsky Territory, where the tariff 
reform was carried out, the grassroots party and trade union organizers 
were completely unprepared for the campaign (the Krasnye Barrikady 
plant - Stalingrad, the Bolshevik and Kommunar cement plants - Volsk, 
Astrakhan metal plants, etc.). At the Bolshevik cement plant, the 
worker, without coordinating the draft collective agreement with the 
party bureau, submitted the draft for discussion at the general meeting 
of workers. The workers, noting that there was no agreement on the 
new collective agreement between the party bureau and the factory 
committee, refused to discuss it. 


Opposition speeches 


Opposition speeches were noted at a number of enterprises in Belarus 
(Minsk), Ukraine (at small enterprises in Kharkov) and at individual 
enterprises in the Lower Volga region. In Minsk, when discussing a 
new agreement at some factories and plants (Minshvey factories, 
factories "Energiya", "Bolshevik", bakeries), oppositionists show 
increased activity (demands were made for higher wages, there were 
cases when oppositionists restored workers against party members). In 
the tram fleet of Saratov, opposition-minded individuals tried to 
disrupt a production conference to discuss the draft of a new 
agreement. At the Krasny Oktyabr plant (Stalingrad), ata Q&A evening 
dedicated to the collective agreement, one of the speakers said: 
“Enough to industrialize. It is necessary to give 50% of the income of 
industry to the workers. " 


Speeches by anti-Soviet persons 


Speeches of anti-Soviet persons at meetings to discuss the collective 
agreement were noted in the coal industry of Ukraine, at the Krasny 
Perekop factory in Yaroslavl province, at the Kharkov steam 
locomotive plant, etc. In some cases, anti-Soviet persons demanded a 
general increase in wages, norms for a long time, etc. 


At the Kharkov steam locomotive plant, former anarchists spoke at 
meetings to discuss collective agreements 14. At a delegate meeting on 
January 2, under the influence of the agitation of anti-Soviet elements, 
a number of workers opposed the clause on the calculation of wages 
under the new tariff setting 15, which should be introduced from 
May. Only 25 out of 0 voted for the aforementioned item. * At the 
Krasny Perekop textile factory, at a meeting of workers in a machine 
shop and a power plant on January 3, sharp statements by a number of 
anti-Soviet persons headed by worker Lyulin were noted. Lyulin said: 
"The situation of the workers is deteriorating, food prices have 
increased by 20% during the year, they promised the worker to increase 
their wages, but in reality the workers did not receive any 
increases." Lyulin ended his speech as follows: “The new collective 
agreement should include a clause stating that if food prices rise, the 
workers have the right to terminate the tariff part of the collective 
agreement at any time of the year. It is also necessary to give everyone 
an increase and, in addition, to allocate a fund to raise the salaries of 
lagging groups. The tariff part of the collective agreement in the 12th 
year of the existence of Soviet power has been worked out very poorly. 
" His supporter, the worker Isaev, who spoke out for Lyulin, proposed 
a resolution on “the need to include in the collective agreement a clause 
that food prices should not rise during the year and that the transition 
from food books was untimely16 for the purchase of groceries for cash. 
"For this resolution, however, no more than 35 people, headed by 
Lyulin, voted, the resolution was not adopted. 


Note 
* The preceding numbers are illegible 
Strikes and conflicts 


In some enterprises (Moscow, Nizhny [Novgorod], Leningrad), minor 
strikes and conflicts took place after the new agreement was 
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enforced. Discontent was driven by partial wage cuts and was noted 
among relatively small groups of workers. 


In Moscow, the strike took place in the spinning and weaving f-ke 
Ascension m-ry (26 January did not work 15 minutes 68 
bankabroshnits 17); at Verbilkovskaya factory on January 16, 100 
workers of the grinding shop went on strike (the earnings of these 
workers were reduced from 35 to 45% per month, since the norms were 
increased, and the extra earnings were reduced). At the f-ke 
them. Sverdlov of the Ist Gosherstotrest and at the spinning and 
weaving factory "Red Banner" a group of women workers (weavers and 
ribbon makers 18) carried out "Italian" strikes 19... Weavers instead of 
100 rubles. a month in January earned 75-85 rubles. Around Leningrad 
at the Faculty of Anisimov, when paying out wages under the new 
collective agreement, it turned out that some groups of workers almost 
did not receive an increase (the hourly earnings of spinners in 
comparison with hourly earnings in December increased by an average 
of 0.5 kopecks, which is an increase of *, but weavers, instead of the 
established 7% got 5%). The workers’ discontent is exacerbated by the 
waste discovered in the factory committee. The workers of the factory 
committee in recent days have not been doing any work among the 
workers since most of them are involved in embezzlement. On January 
24, at the Optical Factory, a group of mechanics from 3 assembly and 3 
mechanical workshops was "Italian". The discontent among groups of 
workers at this plant is explained by rumors of a cut in wages. The 
salary fund under the new collective agreement decreased by 
13%, while part of the extra income is included in the tariff. The rates 
and prices will be revised throughout the entire period of the new 
collective agreement and the rates will be determined by the maximum 
output, which, despite the increase in the tariff, will entail a decrease in 
earnings. The collective agreement at the plant has already been 
concluded, but the administration did not announce the terms of 
payment to the workers, fearing a conflict. 


In the Nizhny Novgorod province. Sharp dissatisfaction, in connection 
with the decline in earnings after the implementation of the new 
collective agreement, arose in the workshops of the agricultural 
workshop of the Gudok Oktyabrya plant (before the conclusion of the 


new collective agreement, a number of workers worked out the rate of 
one and a half size). 


On January 17, a group of pieceworkers (17 people) of the assembly 
workshop, headed by two former party members, did not work for 2 
hours and filed an application with the factory with a demand to 
increase prices so that each worker earned at least 3 rubles at any job. 50 
kopecks in a day. Some members of the All-Union Communist Party 
are among those who signed the statement. The discontent of the 
workers became so aggravated that threats of beating were heard at the 
factory committee and TNB. 


At the same time, dissatisfaction arose in the blacksmith's workshop, 
where the workers, led by a party member, also did not work for about 
three hours. 


Note 

* Number is illegible 
Strikes and conflicts 
Textile workers 


In January, the most noticeable dissatisfaction was noted among 
workers in textile factories (Moscow, Leningrad, Ivanovo-Voznesensk 
province, etc.). The reasons for dissatisfaction are the same as in 
December: a decrease in wages (from 5 to 20%), due to a drop in output, 
mainly among workers transferred to compacted work (from 2 to 3-4 
machines and sides). The drop in output is explained by the poor 
quality of raw materials, the transition to the production of new 
varieties of yarn, technical shortcomings, the lack of discipline of the 
administration, etc. 


Despite the fact that in some cases entire departments of the factory 
were involved in conflicts, small groups of workers (from 30 to 70 
people) took part in the strikes. In addition, the strikes were short-lived 
(from 15 minutes to 2 hours). 


In total, 6 strikes and 2 "Italians" were registered in January. 2 strikes 
were caused by dissatisfaction with the poor quality of raw materials 
(Teikovskaya factory of Ivanovo-Voznesensk province - 30 workers 
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went on strike; factory named after Lenin - Kostroma, 70 people did not 
work). Due to the delay in wages, 2 strikes were registered (factory 
named after Lantsutsky - Moscow, 15 people did not work, and the 
Knitwear factory named after Krupskaya - Saratov, 70 people were on 
strike). At the Zanar factory in Moscow, 30 people went on strike due 
to the lack of fixed prices for work. One strike and two "Italians" were 
associated with new agreements (see section Re-entering collective 
agreements). 


Conflicts on the basis of lower wages among workers who switched 
to consolidated work 


Conflicts over lower wages among workers who switched to 
compacted work took place in factories in Leningrad and Moscow. In 
some cases, there has been a systematic drop in output among groups 
of workers (mainly spinners and weavers). The administration does not 
take measures to equalize the level of wages and does not provide 
explanations, which entails an aggravation of workers’ discontent. 


At the Neva textile factory (Leningrad), underdevelopment is noted in 
4 departments, which employ up to 400 workers. Underproduction is 
caused by an incorrect mixture of 20 raw materials, a decrease in the 
speed of rotation of motors, wear and tear of equipment parts, 
downtime due to indiscriminate technical personnel and a number of 
other technical shortcomings. The lower technical staff pointed out this 
at a technical meeting convened on January 11, but the workers' 
management did not agree with the arguments of the masters and 
apprentices who spoke, stating that the decline in labor productivity 
was due to the insufficient qualifications of apprentices, new prices, etc. 
the real reasons for the decline in production, head. production 
answered, "I do not know." 


At the Leningrad f - ke them. Nogin, among the workers working in the 
compacted work, there is serious dissatisfaction with the poor quality 
of the yarn. There have been cases when female workers faint because 
of overwork (because of a bad mixture, the yarn is often torn and female 
workers have to run around the waterways all the time 21). 25 january 
group of water women 22 sent a delegation to the director with a 
demand - either to cancel the compaction, or to thread other types of 
yarn and reduce the speed of the machines. The delegates said: “If you 
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don’t take action, we will stop the machines. 3 sides is hard labor for us, 
since the roving is very bad, it turns out that we hardly work, but fix 
the yarn all the time. Let the Komsomol work on 3 machines, but we 
cannot. Even under Palais (former factory owner) there was no such 
exploitation. We earned 30 rubles on two sides, and now on three sides 
- 34 rubles, and food is becoming more expensive every day. " On the 
same day, two collective applications were filed (one by a group of 
water women, the other by a group of apprentices) demanding an 
increase in prices. 


Metalworkers 


Among the metalworkers in January there were 4 strikes and 3 
"Italians" with 564 participants (in December 3 strikes with 50 
participants). Across Moscow, small groups of workers carried out 
"Italian" strikes at the Mytishchi and Kolomna factories due to lower 
wages. At the Podolsk Mechanical Plant of the State Shvejmashiny 42 
pressmen of the foundry went on strike (the strike arose in protest 
against the dismissal of three pressmen, who deliberately did not work 
out the norm, after switching to a 7-hour working day in order to 
achieve an increase in prices). 


In the LVO at the Onega plant, a group of workers in the shell shop 
went on strike in connection with a decrease in prices from 25- 
50%. Strikes in connection with the non-issuance of overalls took place 
in Ukraine (plants of KhPZ and Konstantinovskiy metallurgical - 
Artyomovskiy district.). 


In Tula, a group of workers at the mechanical workshop No. 2 of the 
Labor Department went on strike due to the delay in wages. 


At the Ural factories (named after Kolyuschenko and Nizhne- 
Serginsky) there were conflicts in connection with the movement and 
reduction of workers. It is characteristic that at the Nizhne-Serginsky 
plant the head. The MA did not agree on the reduction issue either with 
the director or with the plant organizations. By order of the director, it 
was announced to the workers that there would be no reduction, and 
the head. MA was reprimanded. 


Miners 
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Among the miners in January there were 3 minor strikes with 120 
participants (in December 1928, 5 strikes with 759 participants). 


Attention is drawn to the strike mood among the miners (318 people) 
at the asbestos mines of the Uralasbest trust (Bazhenovsky district of 
the Sverdlovsk district). 


The workers were recruited in December 1928 in the Tatrespublika on 
the following conditions: 1) daily allowances (5 rubles each) are issued 
immediately; 2) immediate provision of an apartment at the place of 
work, 3) those who have worked for 6 months, return travel is made at 
the expense of the trust. The recruiters told the workers that the 
earnings in the mines ranged from 3 to 7 rubles. in a day. When the 
workers arrived at the mines, most of the promises were not kept. All 
workers were placed in a barracks, which is designed for no more than 
100 people. The workers were given bad slaughter.One batch of 
workers was lowered into mine No. 1, having given out sack overalls, 
in the allotted face "the water was gushing." Instead of the promised 8th 
grade, the workers were given the 4th grade. The Asbestos Central 
Regional Committee refuses to supply recruited workers with sugar 
and tea, demanding that they join the cooperative. The trust refuses to 
issue advances to the workers on account of work, instead of money, 
orders are issued to the Central Dispatch Center, and these orders are 
accepted only on condition that products are taken for the entire 
amount indicated in the order and necessarily at one time. Discontent 
is exacerbated by the rudeness of the administration. Among the 
recruited workers, conversations are noted: “We were cheated, they 
promised to give daily allowance, but not everyone was given it. We 
barely earn our bread, if they do not improve the situation, let them be 
sent back. " The regional committee of miners does not pay attention to 
the complaints of workers. 


Seasonal workers 


There were 12 strikes among seasonal workers in January with up to 
3,000 participants. 


The reasons for the strikes are: dissatisfaction with prices, late delivery 
of fodder, difficult working conditions (woodland, etc.). Particularly 
serious discontent was noted among the loggers and carters at the 
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logging of the TLO of the Northern Railways. (Arkhangelsk 
province). In a short period of time (from 12 to 26 January), 4 strikes 
were recorded in this area, involving 1,300 workers; the strikers 
demanded an increase in prices (up to 80%) or transfer to better forest 
areas. 


Sharp dissatisfaction among workers is noted in the Urals in connection 
with the failure to provide forage. 


On the Voskresensky section of the Kaslinsky forestry of the 
Sverdlovsky okrleszag, the carters have not yet been issued with the 
oats norm for December 1928, since the okrleszag, instead of the 23 
wagons of oats required by the forestry, sent only 5 wagons for 
December. On January 14, a group of carters came to the Union of 
Agricultural Workers, demanding that the Union influence the 
forestry. The workers said that "they will have to quit their jobs." A 
number of artels (600 supplies) are in the mood for strike. At the 
Nizhne-Serginsky plant, due to the untimely supply of fodder, on 
January 31, a significant group of carriers (500 carts) stopped 
working. The drivers asked the factory management to give an advance 
payment of 5 rubles, but this was refused. The attempt of the chairman 
of Vserabotzemles 23 to settle the conflict on the spot with the plant 
management was unsuccessful. 


Mood of the unemployed (December - January) 


The mood of the unemployed in December-January continues to be 
tense. The reasons - a significant reduction in the objects of employment 
in the winter (the elimination of seasonal and public works) with a 
continuing increase in the number of unemployed. 


Among the unemployed in Ukraine, there is an increase in anti-Soviet 
agitation (Kharkov, Odessa, Dnepropetrovsk, Proskurov, 
Mariupol). Most of those leading anti-Soviet agitation are socially alien 
and even criminal elements (those who have served prison in 
correctional houses, 24 re-emigrants, former police officers, etc.). In 
some cases, agitation is defeatist and pogromous. 


Peasant and clearly right-wing sentiments are noted among the 
unemployed: "The peasants used to live much better than they do now 
- the peasants are oppressed from all sides." “We cannot do without a 
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kulak; a kulak can work and he always has bread” (Kharkov). At the 
same time, there are also open Trotskyist demonstrations among the 
unemployed by the oppositionists who were dismissed from 
production 25 (Kharkov). "The pressure on the kulaks from the party is 
imperceptible." "The first is developing before the eyes of the party" 
(speech of the oppositionist at a meeting of the unemployed). These 
performances are met with the sympathy of a very small number of 
unemployed. It should be noted that there is a significant increase 
among the unemployed Ukrainian labor exchanges of anti-Semitic 
sentiments 26 (Kharkov, Zinovievsk, Kiev, Proskurov), sometimes 
turning into beatings and insults of unemployed Jews (Kharkov, 
Odessa). 


At the Orenburg, Ryazan and Krasnovodsk labor exchanges and at a 
number of labor exchanges in Ukraine, there were conflicts among the 
unemployed (the defeat of the unemployed labor exchanges, beatings 
and attempts to beat up workers of labor exchanges and professional 
workers). 


The conflict in the Orenburg district, Unemployed seasonal gardeners 
registered at the Orenburg labor exchange, due to the illegal refusal by 
the insurance office 27 to issue them unemployment benefits, in an 
organized manner in the amount of 50 people went to the trade union 
of agricultural workers. Bursting into the premises of the Union, they 
tried to beat the secretary of the Union and the secretary of the 
insurance office who was there. After a promise from the Secretary of 
the Union to give them benefits, the unemployed dispersed. 


Beating up representatives of the Union. January 7 in the office of the 
head. An unemployed member of the Metalworkers' Union appeared 
at the Mariupol Labor Exchange and demanded an extraordinary, 
immediate dispatch to work. Having received the answer that the 
parcel is made only in turn, the unemployed began to insult the 
head. the labor exchange and the employees of the labor exchange who 
were in his office and beat the representative of the Union who had 
taken away his profile ticket. 


The discontent of the unemployed-demobilized continues to be noted 
on the basis of slow placement for work. Cases of demobilized 
delegations being sent to various Soviet organizations with the demand 
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for work (Krasnodar, Mariupol, Kiev, Nikolaev) have become more 
frequent. Demobilized, registered with the Moscow Labor Exchange, 
on January 2, it was filed in the name of the head. by the labor exchange 
a statement demanding the convocation of a citywide meeting of the 
unemployed to discuss the prospects for eliminating unemployment 
among the demobilized. A similar application was submitted by the 
unemployed-demobilized, registered with the Penza Labor Exchange. 


Peasantry 
Re-election of village councils 


Shortcomings in campaign preparation. The main shortcomings in 
preparation for the re-election of village councils, noted in the last 
review, are characteristic of almost all districts. Insufficient attention of 
grassroots party and Soviet organizations to the preparation for re- 
elections, untimely deployment of the pre-election campaign and hence 
often insufficient voter turnout during this campaign were noted in a 
number of regions of the Union. 


It is especially necessary to note the cases of insufficient attention of 
grassroots party and Soviet organizations to the organization of the 
poor and the Soviet activists of the village in certain areas, which also 
affected the results of the re-elections, causing the partial clogging of 
the re-elected village councils with alien elements (certain districts of 
Ukraine, SKK, DVK, Leningrad oblast. 28, Yaroslavl and Ryazan 
provinces). 


Along with the passivity, inertness and inactivity typical for many 
lower Soviet and party organizations during the election campaign, 
among the workers of the lower Soviet apparatus and rural party 
members, there were attempts to justify their inactivity, proceeding 
from an underestimation of the class struggle in the countryside, denial 
of the need to work to organize the poor, and, in some cases, clearly 
anti-poor sentiments. 


In the Plavsky district of the Tula province. The Presidential Council on 
the issue of the class struggle in the countryside said: “Now there is a 
lot of talk about the kulak danger, but all this talk is exaggerated and in 
reality there is nothing. All peasants are the same and it doesn't matter 
who will be in the village council - a poor peasant, a middle peasant or 
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a well-to-do. After all, all village councils29 do not work 
independently, but according to the instructions of 30 RECs and carry 
out only the orders of the latter”. 


In Mologsky u. Yaroslavl province. at the volost party meeting of the 
Nekouz organization, two members of the CPSU (b) and a Komsomol, 
nominated to work with the poor, said in their speeches: "There are no 
poor people, there are only quitters, and therefore no work should be 
done among them." 


As a result, in some places grass-roots party organizations and village 
councils found themselves in the tail of the masses. Cases have been 
recorded of poor people, trying to organize, convened their own 
meetings. For example, in one of the villages in the Buzuluk district, 150 
poor people organized themselves without the help of party 
organizations, and a former member of the CPSU (b) took over the 
leadership of the group. 


Insufficient work with the poor causes numerous complaints from the 
poor that “the party and the Soviet government are talking about 
organizing the poor, but the local communists are not doing anything 
in this direction” (facts for individual districts of NVK, SVO 31, Central 
Black Earth Region, Siberia, Leningrad Region and some provinces of 
the Center). 


Poor work with the poor and the often purely formal attitude of the 
village party organizations and village councils to her led in a number 
of cases to the presence of passivity of the latter at convened poor 
meetings and conferences, fear of exacerbating their relations with the 
wealthy, fear of persecution and revenge of the kulaks. 


“We, the poor, have been and remain all the time in the pen and 
depending on the wealthy. We do not have our own bread. You do not 
give it to us, but the well-to-do gives it to us. If this is so, then how can 
we exacerbate our relationships with our fellow villagers, on whom we 
depend ona lot. We, the poor, are still very weak to oppose the wealthy 
with our rights. We, if we say anything, they can burn us and do 
anything. Therefore, there is no need to ask for trouble” (statement of 
the poor man at the poor meeting in the village of Ilyinka, Balashovsky 
Okrug.). 
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In particular, such sentiments are common in areas experiencing food 
shortages. 


Nevertheless, in comparison with the last re-election campaign of 
village councils, in general, there is a significant increase in the activity 
of the poor. 


Indicatives are the results of the pre-election organization of the poor 
in the DCK (Chita, Amur districts), where often well-trained kulak 
groups, kulaks and the wealthy did not even dare to speak at reporting 
meetings of the village councils, seeing the high level of organization of 
the poor and their united performance with the middle peasantry. 


The work of organizing the poor in Ukraine has improved significantly 
as the re-election approaches. The attendance of the poor at reporting 
meetings ranged from 50 to 70%. 


The activity of women-voters has especially increased almost 
everywhere. 


Khvostist sentiments 32 and the merging of rural communists with 
the kulaks 


In the course of the campaign, cases of khvostist sentiments were 
revealed among some of the village communists. Individual 
communists (in certain areas of the NVK, SVO, SKK, Urals, Siberia, etc.) 
at the reporting meetings reflected in their speeches the anti-urban 
sentiments of the well-to-do top of the peasantry, came out with clearly 
anti-party attacks against the party's class policy in the countryside, etc. 


In with. Lyalya-Titovo, Tagil District (Ural), at the reporting meeting of 
the village council, a member of the CPSU (b) who spoke in the debate 
said: “You encourage those who do nothing. Why is the discount given 
only to the poor, it is necessary to make the discount to all equally? You 
are throwing off Trud from the agricultural cartel, because you are 
making new landowners, they have all sorts of benefits, and we are 
both oppressed and oppressed. " 


Individual communists, close to the wealthy in terms of their property 
status, sometimes took under their protection the kulaks and the 
wealthy, who were "tortured and enough, and now it's time to breathe 
freely" (stts. Khanskaya, Maikop district). 

17 


There have been registered cases of direct confrontation of individual 
communists on the basis of drunkenness with the kulaks, support for 
them in restoring their voting rights, etc. 


In with. Russkoe of the Mozdok district of the Tersk district, the 
electoral commission, which consisted mostly of wealthy people, 
organized an illegal meeting, inviting the secretary of the local cell of 
the CPSU (maintains systematic contact with the wealthy, in August 
1928, during the aggravation of grain supply, he distributed up to 1000 
poods of bread to the kulaks and the wealthy). At this meeting, a list of 
candidates for the new composition of the village council was outlined 
exclusively from the wealthy, and a candidate for the secretary of the 
cell was nominated as the pre-village council. For the purpose of 
running their candidacies, special people have been designated who 
must oppose the candidacies of the poor. 


In the hut. Kalinovsky of the Kuban district of the pre-village council (a 
member of the CPSU) in the midst of the preparatory work for the re- 
election of the Soviets, he spent all the time drinking with the local 
kulak, whom he initiated into secret resolutions of the district 
committee of the CPSU (b). In with. Garshino of the Buzuluk district of 
the pre-village council (member of the All-Union Communist Party), a 
member of the electoral committee and a policeman drank at the 
"disenfranchised" kulak. While drinking, the "dispossessed" asked for 
assistance in restoring his voting rights. The latter, having secured their 
consent, was restored to voting rights. 


In the village. Podgornaya Novosibirsk district of the pre-election 
committee (candidate of the All-Union Communist Party) at a meeting 
of the election commission, when considering the list of kulaks to be 
deprived of election rights, defended them, saying: “We have no one to 
deprive of the right to vote. If the peasants live well, then they should 
not be deprived of their electoral rights for this. " 


On the other hand, individual party cells at the re-elections gave in to 
kulak activity, refused to speak with their lists outlined at party and 
poor people's meetings, and in some cases party members voted against 
them. 
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Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya province. All L. Medvedkov Seredsky u.a 
member of the electoral committee (member of the All-Union 
Communist Party of Bolsheviks), conducting a re-election meeting, did 
not consider it necessary to announce the list of candidates outlined by 
the poor people and the Komsomol cell, as a result of which none of the 
intended candidates for the new composition of the village council 
passed. Most of them passed the middle peasants. 


In the village. Utkino at the re-election meeting when voting for 
candidates for the new composition of the village council, outlined by 
the party cell and the poor, the members of the CPSU did not vote 
unanimously enough. 


In the village Vladimirovka, Pargolovsky District, Leningrad District, a 
member of the CPSU (b) campaigned at the re-election meeting against 
the candidates nominated by the cell of the CPSU (b). As a result of his 
campaigning, the wealthy were elected to the village council. 


Partial results of re-election of village councils 


The re-elections of the village councils, which ended in some places of 
the Union (Moscow, Ryazan, Yaroslavl, Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya, 
Bryansk provinces, certain districts of Ukraine, SKK and DCK), were 
held with a significantly increased voter turnout. Voter turnout across 
the board was significantly higher than in previous elections, reaching 
60% and more in some areas. 


In the Stavropol district, in 49 village councils, the turnout of voters at 
re-election meetings averaged 60%. In 6 village councils of the Yeisk 
district of the Donskoy district, re-elections were held with a turnout of 
44.5 to 88%. In 4 precincts of the Prilesnyansky village council of the 
Slavyansky district of the Artyomovsky district, the turnout of voters at 
election meetings ranged from 79 to 87%. 


Preliminary data on the results of the re-elections in the noted districts 
indicate a generally satisfactory social composition of the newly elected 
village councils. So, for example, in 3 districts of the North Caucasus 
(Kuban, Donskoy and Sh [Akhtinsko] -Donetsky) the social 
composition of re-elected village councils is represented by the 
following data: poor peasants - 37%, middle peasants - 37.7%, laborers 
and workers - 13.4 %, office employees - 9.3%, others - 2.6%. 
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However, in the Vladivostok District, 14% of the well-to-do are in the 


new village councils. 


Attention is drawn to the rather high activity shown by women during 
the re-election campaign. Everywhere the percentage of women 
attending re-election meetings ranges from 50 to 60%. 


In the vast majority of cases, the lists put forward by the party cells and 
the poor meetings were adopted with minor changes at re-election 
meetings. 


It is necessary to note the cases when the rural party cells put forward 
lists of communist candidates who were not authoritative among the 
poor and middle peasants, who had compromised themselves by abuse 
and drunkenness, and in some cases anti-Soviet elements. 


Cases are especially numerous in the North Caucasus. Despite the 
attempts of individual party members to impose such candidates on 
voters, most of them were rejected and voted out by the poor and 
middle peasants, and poor activists or other communists enjoying 
authority with the population were nominated in their place. 


Cases of pressure on voters during the promotion of compromised 
Communist candidates aroused sharp discontent among the poor and 
middle peasants with the actions of the party members and 
significantly undermined the authority among these strata of the 
peasantry. 


In with. Kimbulat, Petrovsky District, Stavropol District, the VKP (b) 
cell has nominated a list to the new village council, in which there are 3 
well-to-do people with income from the economy from 1200 to 1600 
rubles. One of them was a kulak in the past, the second was a large 
kulak, and the third was a landowner with up to 16-20 hired workers, 
a tenant of a large plot of land who owned 2,000 Spanish sheep — all 
anti-Soviet. At the re-election meeting, the secretary of the district 
committee of the All-Union Communist Party strongly defended them, 
as a result of which they were elected to the village council. The poor 
and middle peasants were dissatisfied with the elections, expressing 
distrust of the cell. 
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In sl. In the Rodiono-Nesvetaevskaya Donskoy District, the cell and the 
village council nominated two persons, drunkards and associated with 
kulaks, as members of the village council. Despite the fact that the 
voters spoke out against these candidates, the secretary of the All- 
Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) cell said: "We must take the one 
whom the party recommends to us." The dissatisfied population said in 
this regard: “We were appointed atamans before and are now 
offered”; "We will not have it at the general meeting." 


The activity of the kulaks and the well-to-do: The kulaks and the 
well-to-do are highly active in re-elections. 


Given the unauthority of their candidacies, the kulaks and the well-to- 
do, acting by bribery, soldering and coaxing those who were 
economically dependent on them, nominated the poor and middle 
peasants who were under the influence of the kulaks or morally 
decayed elements, on whose support the kulaks and the well-to-do in 
the new Soviets counted. 


In a number of cases, the kulaks, without nominating their own 
candidates, tried to bribe in advance the poor and middle peasants who 
were put forward by the poor peasants' assemblies, soldering them on 
the eve of the re-election, promising them economic aid for support in 
the village council. 


Kamensky district. In the village. Zelena Dubrava kulaks, having 
learned that the poor at their meeting had outlined a former Red Army 
soldier in the pre-village council, under various pretexts began to invite 
him into their homes and get drunk, hoping in the future for his 
patronage. The latter is so involved in drunkenness that not a day goes 
by that he does not get drunk with his fists. 


The kulaks everywhere tried to weaken the poor-middle peasant bloc, 
agitating: “All measures of the Soviet government in the countryside 
are carried out in the interests of the poor, and not in the interests of the 
entire population. The poor all the time sit on the neck of the middle 
peasant and the state. Poor people are drones, quitters, they need to be 
destroyed, they get drunk and hope for the help of the state, while the 
middle peasant has to pay a tax for these quacks "(Tula province), how 
all this will not last long anyway” (Vologda province). 
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The kulaks were especially active among women, trying to turn them 
against the communists and the poor, acting through their wives and 
other family members, intimidating women with the idea that "if the 
Communists are elected to the Soviets, the peasants will be strangled 
with taxes,” any help if they vote for the poor people. 


For the re-election, the well-to-do are without exception with all 
members of the family, trying in every possible way to make 
themselves a majority at the re-election meeting. 


Bryansk lips. In the village. Korenevka Klintsovskaya Vol. and the 
district to the re-election meeting, the well-to-do part of the village 
brought wives, old men and women with them; thanks to their 
organized performance, the middle peasant, the well-to-do, the poor, 
and the prosperous candidate turned out to be elected to the village 
council. 


Not having confidence in the conduct of their candidacies, the kulaks 
tried to interfere with the normal course of the re-election, disrupting 
the meetings with provocative actions and antics (they sounded the 
alarm, raised a fire alarm or put out the lights in the premises where the 
re-elections were taking place), arranging solemn services on the day of 
the convocation of the re-election meetings. In some cases, kulaks, 
through bribed criminals, amnestied bandits, perpetrated defeat of 
meetings, dispersed meetings. 


Leningrad district. In the village Strelna of the Uritsk district, the 
church twenty discharged a priest from Peterhof for worship on the day 
appointed for the re-election of the Soviets. The re-election was 
disrupted, as most of the peasants went to watch and listen to the 
visiting priest. 


The terrorist activity of the kulaks against rural activists, party 
members and workers of the village councils is unabated. The facts of 
terror against the newly elected members of the village council attract 
attention. Settling scores for the deprivation of electoral rights or active 
speeches in the re-election against the kulaks and sang along with them, 
the latter at the same time seek to intimidate the other members of the 
village councils. 
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Zinovievsky district. In the Petrinsky village council of the 
Khmelevsky district, three local kulaks, being dissatisfied with the 
results of the re-election of the village councils (a poor man-activist was 
elected to the pre-village council), on the second day after the re- 
election, they arranged a drinking bout, inviting the local poor man- 
podkulachnik to it. During the drinking, which dragged on until 
midnight, the kulaks persuaded this podkulak to poison the newly 
elected Presidential Council by giving him a poisoned apple, which 
they performed on the same night. The pre-village council was sent 
unconscious to the hospital. 


Nezhinsky district. In with. Steppe Farmsteads, a newly elected village 
councilor, a farm laborer, was killed; the killers turned out to be a kulak 
and a "disenfranchised" with a criminal past who spoke out against the 
candidacy of the murdered during the re-election. 


We have 8 cases of terror against newly elected members of village 
councils during the reporting period. 


Political and Economic Demands of the Kulaks for Re-Election 


The speeches of the kulaks at their group meetings, at reporting and re- 
election meetings, their proclamation of their demands in leaflets or 
orders distributed in connection with the re-elections and additions to 
them introduced at meetings, add up to a detailed program of the 
political and economic demands of the kulaks. 


The kulaks place their main emphasis on the "perniciousness of class 
policy in the countryside", agitating for the "preservation of unity" of 
the peasantry, putting forward the slogan "struggle to destroy classes 
in the countryside as another slogan of the peasantry” (in the sense of 
establishing class peace). 


“The Soviet government divided the peasantry into middle peasants, 
poor peasants and kulaks, but you peasants need to know that this 
enmity breeds poverty, destroys your well-being. In this situation, you 
will more easily fall under the violence of the CPSU (b). Therefore, you 
need to be friendlier, more united, for this is only your strength, 
strength in the present and victory in the future. Now your common 
task is to fight for the elimination of classes” (from a leaflet distributed 
in the Syzran district). 
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In Pushkin parish. Moscow province. and the county, at the insistence 
of the "disenfranchised" present at the meeting, a resolution was 
adopted "to propose to the new village council to abandon the class 
policy, since it introduces enmity between citizens." 


The statement of the kulak at the reporting meeting in the Achinsk 
(Siberia) district is characteristic. Addressing the poor peasants, he said: 
“We, just like you, peasants-toilers, must stand together. All strength is 
in unity - so Lenin said." 


Agitating for the unification of the peasantry, against the division of the 
peasants into classes, the kulaks strove by demagogic agitation to turn 
the peasantry against the workers, "oppressing the countryside", 
"destroying the individual peasant economy." 


“The workers for the peasantry not only did not become a friend and 
comrade, but, on the contrary, became an implacable enemy with all his 
power, which legally destroys his small individual economy” (from a 
leaflet circulated in the Zvenigorod district of Moscow province). 


Hence the demand for the expansion of the political rights of the 
peasantry, the demand for the establishment of a peasant dictatorship 
instead of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 


“The dictatorship of the proletariat is wrong; a peasant dictatorship 
must be created. Let the workers eat what they do, and we will eat our 
own” (Novo-Izrailevskoe village, Salsk district). 


The attacks of the kulaks on the communists, "corrupting the 
peasantry", on the CPSU (b), according to almost all anti-Soviet leaflets 
without exception, are especially harsh, "the only and main culprit of 
all disasters and all disastrous policies of the Soviet government." 


“Know, peasants, that those who live by your labor, who use all the 
blessings of the land, are the so-called All-Russian Communist Party of 
the Bolsheviks. You should see it as an enemy of your economy because 
it imposes unbearable taxes on your labor, self-taxation is carried out 
from its directives,” etc. (from a leaflet circulated in the Kuban and 
Syzran district). 


Sharply criticizing the economic policy of the party in the countryside, 
the kulaks directly put the question: "The situation will change only 
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when the party is removed from power," and _ individual 
representatives of the kulaks and prosperous peasantry at reporting 
meetings demanded the transfer of power to those who "previously 
ruled it." 


“The communists and the working class are squeezing the impossible 
out of the peasants. The Communist Party is leading the peasantry 
against its (peasantry's) will. Only then will we live well, when the 
party is destroyed and we will not allow communists into our Soviets” 
(speech of the well-to-do Balashov district in the village of Chirkovo). 


Speaking at the reporting meeting in the village. Bobylevo, Yaroslavl 
Gubernia, a well-to-do peasant (former worker) said, addressing a 
party member: “At the party congress, raise the question of revising 
your line and so that freedom is for everyone. Communists, leave the 
leadership, you are destroying the economy, give the leadership to 
those who have been good leaders before, surrender the power. " 


Among the specific economic demands of the kulaks, we have a radical 
change in the policy of levying agricultural taxes on powerful groups 
of the peasantry (abolition of individual taxation, refusal of a 
progressive tax, etc.) and a weakening of "pressure" on them in general, 
expansion of the private market and the curtailment of the cooperative 
network, refusal from "forcible collectivization of the peasantry" and 
the organization of state farms, rejection of the policy of 
industrialization and the granting of the peasantry "complete freedom 
to realize their grain surpluses." 


“Now the will of the peasantry is being violated under individual small 
farms by the force of a collective law called the workers’ dictatorship, 
and they are forced through collectives to go over to the commune. In 
this way, the gigantic agricultural machinery of our country got a stick 
in the wheels throughout its course and in a short period of time will 
stop its productivity, paralyzing the energy in the working masses of 
the small peasantry. " "Particularly destructive is the policy of the party 
in the countryside, where the desire of the peasants to improve their 
economy is deliberately killed and collective farms that do not give 
anything are forcibly implanted" (from leaflets distributed in the 
Zvenigorod district of Moscow province). 
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"The state farms need to be dispersed, they do not give any help, they 
only waste money, cooperation needs to be abolished and the private 
market increased - it will be better" (a proposal made on the basis of the 
reporting report in the Kopysk region of the Minsk district). 


“The peasants reason like this: we don't care about factory 
industry. The state should not interfere with the economic well-being 
of the peasant and count the income in his wallet. Give full steam to 
individual strengths and abilities”, if you wish, create a team (from the 
declaration read out at a meeting in the village of Sharapovo, Moscow 
province). 


"Do not interfere with the peasant to live as he wants, to create his own 
economy according to his mentality." 


"In the future, it is necessary to change the policy regarding private 
trade and stop pressure on the kulaks and the top of the village, the 
imposition of collective farms, artels, communes and associations.” "At 
all peasant meetings, demand complete exemption from tax." 


“Heavy industry should be weakened and more attention should be 
paid to agriculture” (extracts from leaflets circulated in connection with 
the re-elections - see Appendix [No. 1]). 


It is curious that the kulaks in their speeches and leaflets, putting 
forward a program of economic demands, sometimes referred to the 
right deviators 33 in the party, called on the peasants to show solidarity 
with them, seeing in them the only legal force that can be seized upon 
to implement their program. 


"Hold on to the right slope - this is the only weapon for overthrowing 
the yoke from the neck of the grain growers" (from a leaflet distributed 
in the Batalpashinskaya station of the Armavir district). 


Food difficulties 


The situation with the grain supply of the rural population in the 
provinces of the consuming strip (Tverskaya, Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya, 
Nizhegorodskaya, Tula, Ryazanskaya, Kaluga, Yaroslavskaya), as in 
December, remains tense. 
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In the Yaroslavl province. the demand for bread by the People's 
Commissariat for Trade 34 was significantly curtailed, as a result of 
which even the poor receive almost no bread. The fund for supplying 
the village is garnets collection 35, the receipt of which is insignificant. 


In the Kaluga province. at a meeting of the troika on grain supply, it 
was decided to introduce intake books for receiving bread from 
February 1, and norms for various categories of the population were 
established. Those deprived of voting rights and administratively 
deported are completely removed from supply. 


The aggravation of food difficulties is aggravated by abnormalities in 
the work of the lower Soviet apparatus in the distribution of grain. 


Often, along with the inclusion of priests, millers, merchants, etc., in the 
lists of needy priests, the poor are not included. In some village 
councils, lists are not submitted at all, and digital applications are given 
to the VIC, indicating the number of those in need - clearly exaggerated 
in order to create a reserve fund in case of a hunger strike (Nikolo- 
Tronsky village council of Yaroslavl province). 


Eating surrogates of bread, mainly waste, oatmeal and potatoes, is very 
numerous, due to which stomach diseases are observed. 


In a number of districts of the Yaroslavl province. there have been cases 
of eating seed potatoes and oats. 


Along with this, a massive sale of livestock for the purchase of bread 
was noted. A pood of bread costs on average 7-10 rubles. 


In the village. Ivankovo, out of 15 young cows, only 4 remained. Out of 
30 uterine sheep, only 2 remained (Yaroslavl province). 


The poor and farm laborers, not having their own grain and not 
receiving it from the cooperatives, are forced to turn to the kulaks and 
the wealthy for help. 


The latter, using the aggravation of food difficulties, economically 
enslave the poor, giving bread at interest, and seek to restore it against 
the Soviet regime, agitating that “in difficult times the poor cannot do 
without a strong peasant, because the government cannot help” 
(Yaroslavskaya province.). 
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Often, the well-to-do, being groups in the village councils, categorically 
demand the distribution of bread to everyone without exception 
(Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya province) and, at the same time, incite the 
middle peasants for the forcible selection of grain in cooperatives and 
dividing it "equally" (Kaluga and Yaroslavl provinces - see Appendix 
[No. 1]). On this basis, three mass demonstrations were registered. 


At the reporting meetings, under the influence of the well-to-do part of 
the village, resolutions and additions to the orders were adopted: 
"Demand the supply of bread on an equal basis with the city" 
(Danilovsky and Rybinsky districts). 


Proposals were put forward that "the cooperation should abandon the 
class principle of distributing grain and spending cooperative funds, 
etc." (Yaroslavl province.). 


In the Kaluga province. in some places among the middle peasants, the 
tendencies towards the organization of independent middle peasants 
are increasing. The peasantry of the villages located near the factory 
cooperatives (the village of Ilyinskoye - near the Pesochensky plant, the 
village of Matyukovo - near the Khaninsky plant) is raising the issue of 
creating middle peasant cooperatives. 


LVO. In connection with the limited delivery of grain to rural areas 
with a simultaneous increase in demand, food difficulties are 
aggravated. 


The applications of the subdivisions are not fully satisfied. So, in the 
Pskov Okrug, the amount of grain received could satisfy only 30% of 
the demand. 


Bread delivery rates are being cut and cut. In the Novgorod District in 
the Bolotovsky District, no grain was delivered at all; the peasants were 
supplied from the logging fund, 4-8 kg per family. 


When distributing bread and drawing up lists of those in need, some 
organizations do not respect the class principle. 


The mood of the poor is deteriorating and there is talk about the defeat 
of the cooperatives and the forcible confiscation of bread from the 
wealthy (see Appendix). 
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Cases of the sale and deliberate destruction of livestock for obtaining 
insurance premiums and spontaneous resettlement to Siberia and other 
regions are increasing. 


The well-to-do and kulaks, having their own reserves, buy up bread at 
7-8 rubles, which they resell at a higher price or lend them to those in 
need on enslaving terms (for labor, for land, interest). At the same time, 
they are campaigning for free trade and for organized action by the 
peasants. Under the influence of this agitation, in January there were 
two mass demonstrations in the Velikiye Luki District and one group 
in the Luga District. 


North Caucasus. The issue with grain supply is not good in a number 
of districts of the Stavropol, Sh [Akhtinsko] -Donets and Black Sea 
districts. In the Yeysk district of the Don district, new applications are 
received from the surrounding villages and farms, which raises 
concerns about the shortage of flour booked outside the area. 


Cases have been recorded when the poor, who do not have bread, turn 
to the wealthy with a request to sell them grain. The latter either refuse 
or sell at high prices. 


There is no reserve grain fund in the Bataysky district. The bakeries of 
large villages and villages are under threat of closure. There are no 
bakeries at all in 7 village councils. The poor from the farms go to the 
region for bread and come back with nothing. 


Distribution of flour is abnormal. 


In the Turkmen region of the Stavropol district, flour is distributed 
without observing the class principle, to all residents equally. The poor 
are begging, unable to buy flour. 


In with. Dvinskoe, Stavropol district, in connection with the issuance of 
flour by the chairman of the SKKOV to the middle peasants, intended 
for distribution among the poor, a crowd of poor women of up to 200 
people came to the village council, demanding bread. 


In connection with food difficulties, the wrong distribution of grain 
products, discontent and depressive moods among the poor and low- 
power middle peasants increased. "There is no bread now, what will 
happen in the spring - famine is inevitable" (Black Sea District). 
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Such sentiments are promoted by rumors that "soon there will be no 
forage and flour at all, in the spring there will be 1921 36" (Armavir 
district) and anti-Soviet agitation: "Who is to blame for us, after all, we 
achieved with our own hand - the land is all ours, but bread is not our 
... It will not be the same - these are flowers, and the berries will still be 
in the spring” (Black Sea District). 


Ukraine. The situation with grain supply to districts affected by crop 
failures continues to remain tense. In the Odessa district, out of the total 
rural population of 495,000 people, 275,000 do not have bread, and 
180,000 (70,000 children, 110,000 adults) are in dire need of food 
assistance. The issue with grain supply is especially unfavorable in 
Tiligulo-Berezansky, Grosulovsky, Kominternovsky districts. Out of 
70,000 children, 37,800 will be covered by food aid. The situation is 
much worse with the help of the adult population. To provide 
assistance to the latter, 2,175,000 rubles are needed, and only 950,000 
rubles have been released. 80% of the allocated funds are used for labor 
assistance, and 20% for those in need who cannot be involved in public 
works. 


There are abnormalities in helping those in need. Often those who do 
not need them are included in the lists for receiving rations; members 
of the commission, using their position, receive reinforced rations. 


In the AMSSR, the shortage of grain in the border regions is especially 
acute. 


The AMSSR is not included in the general supply plan and must be 
supplied exclusively at the expense of the garnets tax, which decreases 
every month, since the well-to-do part of the peasantry, under the 
influence of rumors about the repetition of emergency measures, 
immediately after harvesting, ground the grain into flour. 


Due to the lack of fodder and insufficient delivery of such (1.5 million 
poods of roughage were supposed to be delivered to the Odessa district 
through the line of Selgospoday 37, and only a few wagons arrived), 
there is a massive sale of livestock in all districts. 


A number of cases of deliberate destruction of livestock in order to 
obtain insurance premiums have been registered. There are cases when 
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peasants, buying sick horses for 5-10 rubles, starve them to receive an 


insurance premium. 


The kulaks, taking advantage of the availability of free funds, buy up 
cattle from the starving for a pittance and buy grain in the fertile 
regions, and resell them locally at inflated prices - 6-7 rubles. pood. 


Fists with. Gidum (AMSSR) buy grain in neighboring districts for 2 
rubles. 3 kopecks per pood, and on the spot they sell for 7 rubles. and 
lend out on bonded terms. The kulaks supply up to 20% of the 
population with bread. 


At pre-election meetings, the main issues on the agenda were pushed 
aside, and almost exclusively issues of food difficulties were discussed. 


The attitude of the poor towards the kulaks is sharply hostile. 


In with. Ingolo-Kamenka, Novgorod district, Zinovievsky district, 
agitation is being conducted among the poor: "Do not rely on 
cooperation, go to the kulaks and take the surplus." 


In a number of places, part of the middle peasantry, relatively covered 
by food aid, does nothing to provide themselves with food, relying 
solely on state aid. “Let the Soviet government think about me and 
provide for me in view of a bad year” (Odessa district). 


The kulaks, using food difficulties and the anxious mood of the 
peasantry, are spreading provocative rumors about the impending 
occupation of Ukraine, are campaigning for an uprising and 
discrediting the measures of the Soviet government to help the starving 
to disrupt this campaign. 


SVO. Inanumber of villages in the Bedno-Demyanovsky district of the 
Mordovian district, affected by hail and soaking, 38 there is a shortage 
of bread. Due to malnutrition, 62 cases of diseases in children were 
registered, as well as some diseases with fatal outcomes. 


The population of the affected villages consumes bread surrogates. The 
peasantry sells livestock to buy grain. So, in the village. Kozlovka has 
sold 10 horses, 20 heads of cattle and many small livestock. 


DCK. In the Sretensky District, in areas affected by crop failure and 
natural disasters, industrial difficulties are aggravated. An increasing 
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number of the poor are switching to eating surrogates. Some poor 
people are selling their working cattle and agricultural implements for 
bread. 


Immigrants in the Chernyshevsky District are in dire need of food. On 
this basis, among the migrants, there are tendencies towards a return 
resettlement to their homeland. There is a massive exodus of the poor 
and farm laborers to other districts to earn money, and from the border 
regions to China. 


Grain procurement 


Grain procurement in January is characterized by an extremely slow 
pace. In spite of the fact that at the end of January the procurements 
revived, the January procurement plan for the Union was fulfilled only 
in the amount of 50%. The most successful blanks were in the Ukraine 
and the Urals, which gave the highest percentage of the planned 
target. The percentage of fulfillment of the monthly grain procurement 
plan in individual regions is expressed in the following figures: TsChO 
- 51.6%, Urals - 78.8%, SVO - 40.7%, NVK - 38%, SKK - 54.2%, Siberia - 
53, 7% and Ukraine - 66.3%. The main reasons for the slow pace of grain 
procurement are: 


a) The gap between market and procurement prices 


In the Central Black Earth Region, NWK and in Ukraine, thanks to the 
incessant activity of the private trader and the bagmen, as well as the 
continuing speculative activity of the kulak-wealthy strata, the prices of 
bread on the private market continue to rise, largely stimulating the sale 
of grain surpluses on the private market. In NVK, SVO, TsChO and 
Siberia, the price of rye reaches 3 rubles. per pood, for rye flour up to 4 
rubles. The price of wheat and wheat flour also continues to remain 
high, reaching in places (Ukraine, NVK, TsCHO) up to 7 rubles. and 
more for a pood. 


b) Activities of a private owner and speculation in bread 


In Ukraine and the CCK, in connection with the measures taken to 
restrict the activities of large private buyers of grain, the latter 
significantly reduced their activities. On the grain market, mainly small 
grain buyers - bagmen and, mainly, intra-village buyers - kulaks and 
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the well-to-do continue to develop their activities, thereby disrupting 
planned procurements and raising the price of bread. 


In the Central Black Earth District, SVO, NVK and SKK, kulaks and the 
wealthy, buying up bread, take it out, mainly by horse-drawn carriage, 
to consuming regions and to regions affected by crop failure. 


In the Azov region (Donskoy district of the SKK), with the 
establishment of a sled route through the villages of Zaimo-Obryv, 
Krugloye, Stefanida-Dar and others, flour is transported by cartage to 
Taganrog and Mariupol, where it is sold for 6-7 rubles. and more for a 
pood. 


In sl. Urazovo (Ostrogozhsky district, TsChO) daily from the market to 
Kharkov from 500-700 poods, and on market days from 2000 to 4000 
poods. 


Well-to-do with. M. Serdoba (Saratov District, NVK) is engaged in 
systematic speculation in bread, exporting it on horseback to Penza. 


In some districts of Ukraine (Romensky, Shepetovsky, Zhitomirsky, 
etc.), the grinding of grain for speculation has increased so much that 
at most mills the line for grinding is set for a whole month in 
advance. In the Kupyansk District, there are cases when kulaks, 
grouping in groups of several people, come to grain districts to buy 
grain, resisting attempts to detain them by the financial inspectorate 
and local authorities. 


There were also recorded cases of communication between employees 
of the procurement apparatus (Ukraine, NVK) with speculators and the 
use of their rights to buy grain for the purpose of speculation. 


It should also be noted that significant reserves of grain are spent by the 
peasantry for moonshine. 


c) Insufficient supply of the village with manufactured goods 


In the Central Black Earth Region, NWK, SKK and Siberia, the supply 
of the downstream procurement network with scarce manufactured 
goods continues to remain insufficient. The facts of the absence of not 
only scarce manufactured goods, but also non-scarce consumer goods 
(salt, kerosene, sugar, etc.) were registered in almost all districts of the 
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Central Black Earth Region, NWC and Siberia. Private traders, taking 
advantage of this, carry out in places (TsChO, NVK) the purchase of 
bread in exchange for goods (leather, kerosene, etc.). 


The shortage of manufactured goods continues to cause sharp 
discontent among the holders of surplus and criticism of 
cooperation.In certain districts of | Ukraine  (Izyumsky, 
Kremenchugsky) and SKK (Kuban District), due to the lack of 
manufactured goods among the middle peasants, there is a tendency to 
quit cooperation in order to organize "in their own middle peasant 
consumers." In the NVK and the Central Black Earth District there were 
recorded cases of a categorical statement by the peasants that "we will 
not give any grain of 39 pounds until they give industrial goods." 


It should be noted, however, that in some places (Ukraine, NWO, 
TsChO), along with the commodity crisis, there are cases of supplying 
the grassroots cooperative network with slow-moving goods that are 
not in demand among the peasantry, on the one hand, as well as the 
irrational use of industrial goods for special purposes (squandering, 
selling to private owners). , the establishment of extremely high 
standards for the release of goods for bread, etc.) - on the other hand 
(Ukraine, SKK, TsChO, SVO and other regions). 


So, for example, the Akhtyrskaya base of the district union (Kharkiv 
district) has a five-month supply of 40 blue, the Kharkov base has 
cranberry extract for 2000 rubles, vanilla - for 3000 rubles. etc. 


The Ostrogozhsky base (TsChO) received ready-made outerwear in the 
amount of 15,000 rubles. This clothes on a silk lining and wadding, 
costing 130 rubles. each one. In addition, the base received up to 2,000 
pairs of fashionable ladies' shoes of milk color with narrow socks, 
which are not in demand among the peasant population. 


d) Insufficient debt collection measures 


In a number of places, contrary to the directives, there is no discipline 
to collect urgent payments from the peasantry (Ukraine, SKK, Siberia, 
SVO). In Siberia, the peasantry continues to have large debts (Omsk, N 
[ovo] Siberian, Achinsk and other districts). It should also be noted that 
the largest amounts of free funds are with the propertied strata of the 
peasantry. 
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So, for example, in the Irkutsk District, until recently, over 100,000 
rubles have not been collected. various types of debt (for a purchase on 
a loan, land management, insurance, overdue loans, etc.). In the 
Barabinsky district, the debt for only one land management is 
expressed in 24,000 rubles. The same is observed also in other areas of 
this district. In with. Sharatovo, Berezovsky District (Achinsk District), 
the debt on insurance payments alone is expressed up to 5,000 rubles, 
moreover, the kulaks are predominantly the worst non-payers. 


The SCC has agricultural loan arrears of over 6 million rubles. 


Self-taxation campaigns are also very weak in a number of regions 
(NWO, Siberia). So, for example, in Sibkrai 41, the total percentage of 
the accepted self-taxation does not exceed 14% (instead of the supposed 
25% to the sum of the agricultural tax and possible 50%). In a number 
of districts, the percentage of the adopted taxation ranges from 7 to 9 
(Irkutsk, Barabinsky, Novosibirsk and Tarsky districts). 


e) Counteraction of kulaks to grain procurements 


Grain procurements continue to provoke active opposition from the 
kulak-wealthy strata of the village. Refraining from handing over their 
grain surpluses, in a number of districts (SKK, TsChO, Siberia) the 
kulaks resolutely do not want to donate the surplus they have, keeps 
the bread unmilled (in stacks), hides it in pits, cellars, distributes it for 
storage to relatives and partially to the poor (Siberia). 


In Ukraine (Chernigov, Sumy and Mariupol districts) facts of feeding 
livestock with bread have been recorded, just to avoid surrender to the 
state. In the North Caucasus, the kulaks, categorically refusing to hand 
over their grain reserves to the state producers, declares: “Let them 
throw them out of the members of the cooperative, let them do what 
they want, but we will not bring grain to the cooperative”, or “we will 
not sell, but we can donate a little’ (Maykop district). "If the Soviet 
government needs bread, let it scoop it up itself, but we will not be 
lucky" (Siberia). 


At the same time, the anti-Soviet agitation of the kulaks against grain 
procurements intensified, there are talks about uprisings, an imminent 
coup, anti-city sentiments are kindled, all kinds of provocative rumors 
are spread, etc. (see Appendix). 
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Along with this, the kulaks and the well-to-do oppose the collective 
delivery of grain, the organization of "red carts" and, by means of 
agitation and intimidation of the middle peasants and the poor, with 
the lack of bread in the spring, are trying to disrupt the export of grain 
(Ukraine, SKK, NVK, Siberia). In the Ukraine (in the Uman and Poltava 
districts), under the influence of the agitation of the kulaks, the 
collective delivery of grain was disrupted. In the NWO, Siberia and 
other regions, there have been cases when kulaks participate in "red 
carts", handing over there an insignificant amount of grain in order to 
show themselves as "a loyal holder of surpluses." 


As a result, the idea of "red carts" serves only as a screen for the kulak. 


In one of the districts of the NWO, for the organization of the "red 
convoy" they went from door to door with a steelyard and collected 
tens of pounds of bread. 


In a number of regions of Ukraine, the NVK and in Siberia, kulaks 
disrupt meetings on the issue of exporting grain. 


In areas where, in relation to the miller kulaks, maliciously evading the 
surrender of the garnets tax to the state, appropriate measures have not 
been taken to compel them to fulfill their obligations (Central Black 
Earth Region, Siberia, NVK), there are cases of organized resistance of 
miller kulaks to the surrender of the garnets tax. Refusing to surrender 
the garnets tax, the kulaks-millers, declaring a strike, close their mills, 
hold illegal meetings, sell the incoming garnets tax on the private 
market, etc. 


Thus, in the Voronezh District (TsChO), there was a strike of 24 millers 
who refused to conclude contracts for the grinding collection 42 and 
closed their mills and grinders 43. A similar took place in the Kursk, 
Rossosh, Lgovsk districts of the Central Black Earth Region. 


The introduction of garnets collection in kind in areas of food 
difficulties (in the consuming provinces of the Center, LVO 44 and the 
BSSR), where the poor have to buy bread at extremely high prices, 
causes unhealthy sentiments among the latter. 


On the part of the poor, there is widespread dissatisfaction with the 
failure to take measures to restrict the speculative activities of the 
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kulaks, as well as measures to pump out grain reserves from the 
kulaks. In a number of regions of Siberia (Slavgorodsky, Irkutsky, 
Rubtsovsky, etc.), the poor and middle peasants are in favor of the need 
to apply repressive measures to the malicious non-donors of grain - the 
kulaks: “Why does the government stand on ceremony with the fist for 
so long? The poor have long handed over their last poods, and the fists 
and the wealthy keep a thousand poods each in barns, and they even 
laugh at us, the poor: “Well, take it, bring it in bread, and in the spring 
you will come, I'll give you 8 rubles. I will let go for a pood. " “They 
think to get bread from them peacefully. The kulaks, sensing this, 
finally became insolent: they beat the poor, openly agitate against the 
surrender of grain, they do not surrender their surplus, and the 
authorities do not apply anything to them.45 kulak this year bread will 
not be lucky” (Siberia). 


In with. Novoudy (Barnaul district) at a general meeting of peasants, in 
relation to the malicious non-donors of grain - kulaks and the wealthy, 
a resolution was issued: "To ask the regional executive committee to 
apply Article 107 to them and isolate them from society." In the same 
district, one middle peasant proposed: "To issue a law so that 
individual taxation is made in bread", motivating his proposal by the 
fact that the kulaks, imposed by an individual tax, pay it with money 
received from the sale of livestock and other agricultural products, 
without touching their grain. 


f) Shortcomings in the work of the grassroots procurement and Soviet 
apparatus 


The drop in the rate of workpieces has to a certain extent be attributed 
to the inactivity and passivity of the procurement apparatus. 


In Ukraine, Siberia, NVK, TsChO and SKK numerous facts have been 
recorded when the procurers did not take any measures to revive the 
blanks. In addition, everywhere there are cases of direct opposition of 
workers of the grassroots procurement and Soviet apparatus to grain 
procurement as a result of pessimistic and "peasant" sentiments 
observed among these workers: "Where to carry out procurements here 
when the villagers do not have bread." “You shouldn't take out bread 
until you get a couple of soles for a pood of bread” (Ukraine). "The 
peasants have no grain - they themselves eat only corn", etc. (SKK). In 
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a number of Siberian districts, procurers complain: "The grain 
procurement plans have not been fulfilled and further pressure on 
grain procurements is useless - the peasants have no grain." 


The need to increase the rate of grain procurement among procurers in 
the NCC, Siberia, the Central Black Sea Region and in Ukraine has 
caused an increase in competition between the main procurers: an 
arbitrary increase in the price of grain is made, refusal to sell 
manufactured goods to peasants who handed over their surplus to 
other procurers, etc. (see Appendix). 


Along with this, on the part of workers of the procurement apparatus, 
there is a tendency to resume emergency measures (Ukraine, NVK, 
SVO, SKK, TsCHO). In Siberia, in anticipation of the possibility of using 
repressive measures in procurements, some procurers do not take any 
measures to revive the procurements, referring to the fact that “the time 
will come, we will apply Article 107, and now there is nothing to worry 
about”. 


There have also been recorded individual cases of administrative 
excesses used by procurers in blanks (threats, calls to the village 
council, raids, searches, etc. - see Appendix). 


Avoidance of surplus surplus sales and party members has a very 
negative effect on the mood of surplus holders. In Ukraine, in the 
Northern Military District, Siberia and a number of other places, there 
are facts when rural party members and activists hold back their 
surplus. When these workers appeal to the peasants with a proposal to 
take out the surplus, the latter declare: "First, show an example yourself, 
and then demand from the peasants" (Ukraine). “We have nowhere to 
rush, not a single ruler has surrendered a pound yet” (Siberia). 


East-national republics and autonomous regions 
Re-election of the Soviets 


In most of the eastern regions, the reporting campaign comes to an end 
in January. During the campaign, significant shortcomings in the 
organization of the poor continued to be noted, leaving the middle 
peasant part of the population outside the sphere of Soviet-party 
influence (national regions of the North Caucasus, Crimea, Bashkiria, 
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Tataria, Russian regions of Kazakhstan); excesses and distortions of the 
class line in the practice of depriving electoral rights; lack of 
organization of reporting campaigns, as a result of which in a number 
of cases they were thwarted several times, etc. According to 
preliminary data, in a number of districts there is some contamination 
of newly elected village councils (Tataria, Bashkiria, Kazakhstan). The 
significant contamination of rural and regional election commissions 
with a socially alien element (Central Asia, Transcaucasia, Kazakhstan) 
continues to be revealed. Despite the shortcomings in the preparation 
of the campaign, the poor as a whole are showing significantly 
increased activity. Only in some districts are there cases of support by 
the poor for the kulaks, terrorizing the agricultural assets and not 
meeting the proper organized resistance. The kulaks, bayism and other 
anti-Soviet elements developed a particularly vigorous struggle to 
disrupt the re-election in the national regions of the JCC and against the 
closure of madrasah46 and the emancipation of women in 
Adjarian. Numerous cases of disruption of meetings by fists and 
religious beliefs, terror of activists and party members, threats against 
them continue to be recorded. From the very beginning of the election 
campaign to mid-January, 16 murders, 55 rapes, 16 wounds, 8 
attempted murders, 5 arson were registered in all the eastern national 
republics and autonomous regions on the basis of the electoral 
struggle. Meetings were disrupted in January in all districts 66, there 
were attempts to disrupt meetings in 35 cases, the posters and lists of 
“disenfranchised” 47 weredisrupted in 24 cases.In individual 
republics and regions, the election campaign is taking place with the 
following features. 


Uzbekistan. In terms of social composition, the kishlak election 
commissions in the current campaign are designed much more 
successfully than the previous elections. However, the debris itself is 
great. Thus, in one Tashkent district, there are 9.5% of socially alien 
elements in election commissions. Farming is poorly represented 
everywhere in the election commissions - 9.8%. The situation with the 
social composition of election commissions in old cities is incomparably 
worse. In 24 precinct election commissions in Tashkent, 50% consists of 
merchants, Muslims and bays. To all this should be added the fact that 
a significant part of electoral commissions, outwardly well-designed, in 
their practical work manifest themselves as supporters of Bai-anti- 
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Soviet elements (granting election rights to anti-Soviet elements, 
infringement of the middle peasant, etc.). The bulk of the dekhkans as 
a whole are showing significantly increased activity. Baysko-anti- 
Soviet elements, along with the group struggle for the Soviet apparatus, 
resort to terrorizing the kishlak activists. 3 murders were registered - a 
farm laborer, a pre-village council and a woman activist, a candidate 
member of the village council (Andijan and Fergana districts). 


Turkmenistan. Baystvo practices calling meetings to discuss re-election 
issues. Grassroots party members take an active part in a number of 
meetings. Often, the poor and farm laborers are called together for 
specially arranged treats. In the village of Angi-Aryk, bai summoned 48 
poor people and farm laborers on the"toy'on the eve of convening a 
poor meeting and invited those present to "give information about the 
work of the asset." In a number of auls in the Merv region, the bais 
threatened the poor with reprisals if they came out against the aul 
workers - the proteges of the bais. Bayami killed a member of the Sayat 
District Election Commission of the Chardzhuy District, and a number 
of activists from the Beurma village of the Bakharden District were 
being prepared. 


Kyrgyzstan. There were registered cases of reinstatement of 
"disenfranchised" members of election commissions for a bribe (Jumgol 
vol. Naryn canton of Alamedin region). Bai and manapas arrange 
numerous treats to recruit the poor. Head By the order of the bai- 
manap, the Jumgol wolf unit of the Naryn canton traveled around the 
auls, recruiting supporters. Manap 49 often attempted to disrupt 
meetings. A number of threats were recorded against poor activists. 


Kazakhstan. In the Kazakh aul, Baysko-Aksakal elements 50 are 
intensively preparing for the seizure of the village councils. Often 
grass-roots co-workers are directly involved in groupings. The greatest 
development of group warfare is noted in the Syr-Darya and Kustanai 
districts. The leaders of tribal groups often lead the main strata of the 
population of the Kazakh aul. 


In the Russian village and the Cossack village, kulak-anti-Soviet 
elements, along with attempts to re-establish themselves in elections, 
terrorize the poor activists and workers of the village councils. A case 
was registered of the killing of a poor activist with his fists on the basis 
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of an election struggle (the village of Pritraktovo, Syr-Darya 
District). The greatest activity of the kulaks is noted in the 
Semipalatinsk and Kustanai districts. 


National [ional] regions of the North Caucasus. Despite a number of 
organizational shortcomings in the conduct of the re-election campaign, 
as well as numerous cases of distortion of the party line, there has been 
a significantly increased activity of the poor and middle peasants of the 
mountain aul. At the same time, there are cases when the Muslim clergy 
and the kulaks provoke the female part of the population to mass 
demonstrations and numerous protests at meetings against the 
deprivation of 51 election rights bymullahs. A number of terrorist acts 
(14 beatings, 5 attempted murders) were registered on the basis of the 
election struggle. In Chechnya, the kulaks disrupted 12 elections. Three 
cases of armed dispersal of elections were registered. 


Georgia. The greatest activity of kulak-anti-Soviet elements is 
observed in Akhaltsikhe, Akhalkalaks and Gori districts. In some 
places, the kulak agitation influences part of the middle peasants, as a 
result of which there have been cases of the middle peasants coming 
out against the candidates of the poor peasants. A number of cases of 
convocation of special meetings by fists under the guise of drinking 
bouts was recorded. In Gori district recorded two cases of beating of 
rural activists (villages of Rehi and Dossi) by "disenfranchised". A 
systematic disruption of meetings took place in the village. Burnt 
Akhalkalax u. Disruption of the poor meeting was noted in Tiflis 
district. (v. Zemo-Mleti). 


Adjarastan. The election campaign is accompanied by an extremely 
increased activity of the kulaks and the Muslim clergy. The opposition 
to the campaign is mainly in the direction of the struggle against the 
emancipation of women and the closure of madrassas. 


The spread of provocative rumors became especially widespread in the 
Khuli district. In the mosque with. Jabnidze Khoja 52 organized a rally 
and, in the presence of 250-300 people, said that the Soviet government 
wanted to destroy the Muslim religion, and called on to fight for the 
religion. As a result, a crowd of 70 peasants came to the election 
meeting, armed with axes. 


41 


As a result of kulak agitation in the Khuli district. 8 cases of disruption 
of elections were recorded. In Khulinsky and Uchimbsky, those 53 for 
election meetings are at best 50% of voters. A number of middle 
peasants spoke at meetings against the emancipation of women and the 
closure of madrasahs. 


Azerbaijan. During reporting meetings, cases were recorded when 
local organizations prohibited voters from speaking at reporting 
meetings (Nagorno-Karabakh). The activity of the kulak-anti-Soviet 
elements continues to develop primarily along the lines of the struggle 
for a new composition of the village councils. In a number of cases, 
influential kulaks drive around the villages, campaigning for their 
henchmen (Lankaran district, Nagorno-Karabakh). 11 kulak groups 
were re-identified and three cases of organized preparation for the 
murder of agricultural activists were registered, one case of arson, two 
cases of a failed assassination attempt, and four beatings. 


Data on the new composition of village councils in Lankaran 
district. and partly in Kazakh, they indicate the penetration of kulak 
proteges and people from socially alien strata into a number of Soviets. 


Armenia. The significantly increased activity of the kulaks is not 
opposed by any organized resistance from the poor. In some places, the 
poor are afraid to speak out against the kulaks who systematically 
terrorize agricultural activists. 


In with. Teharab of Erivan district the poor are so terrorized that they 
insisted on granting electoral rights to all kulaks, so as not to "create 


enmity." 


In a number of cases, the middle peasants oppose the poor candidates 
and in defense of the kulaks and clergy. 


Eight active kulak groups were registered, in some places with the 
participation of54former Dashnaks (Leninakan and_ Erivan 
districts). A number of groups are registered in Meghrynsky 
district. There were three cases of beating with fists of agricultural 
activists. 


Tartary. As a result of an insufficient preparatory campaign, there is a 
low attendance at the reporting meetings by the main strata of the 
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peasantry. In some places, the attendance of meetings is 10-15% of 
voters, and in some cases, meetings were disrupted three times and did 
not take place due to the absence of voters. Cases of support by the poor 
for kulak candidates (the villages of Derzhavino, Smoldiyarovo, Peleve, 
etc.) and the refusal of the poor to enter village councils with the 
motivation that "this work is not paid" (Karmachi, Svinogorye) have 
been registered. 


The kulaks, along with the intensified recruitment of supporters, are 
agitating against the entry of communists into the village councils. A 
number of characteristic protests against the "division of peasants into 
strata" were noted. 


At the reporting meeting in the village. Salmatovka was made by the 
son of a kulak, who declared, among other things: “The government's 
approval and division of peasants into kulaks, poor peasants and 
middle peasants is clearly wrong. We have only toilers and lazy people. 
"This presentation was supported by many of the meeting 
participants. This was followed by a demobilized Red Army soldier 
who declared: "The injustices that Baryshnikov (the son of a kulak) 
listed are happening because we have a workers’ government, not a 
peasant government." 


12 cases of disruption and attempts to disrupt reporting meetings were 
registered. Again, there were 8 cases of threats against poor activists, 
two beatings. The hut-reading room in with. Yamash, the lists of 
"disenfranchised" in the village. V. Arbash. 12 cases of the convocation 
of special meetings of the kulaks were recorded. 


Along with the kulaks, the Muslim clergy is showing a significant 
increase in activity, organizing in a number of cases the discussion in 
mosques of election campaign issues. In the village. Tashlak N. of the 
Chelninsky canton, the mullahs specially discussed the issue of re- 
elections, recommending the peasants "not to send atheists to the 
village councils and the VIC." 


Chuvashia. 5 cases of disruption and attempts to disrupt reporting 
meetings with fists were registered; two cases of disruption of electoral 
posters and posting of anonymous advertisements with materials 
discrediting members of the electoral commission, 5 cases of attempted 
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murder, an attempt at arson and one case of the capture of a new village 
council. 


Mari region in individual cantons, the attendance at election meetings 
averages 45-50%. The poor in the mass are showing significantly 
increased activity. In the Nagorinsky and Lipshinsky districts, the poor 
and rural residents, terrorized by the kulaks, turned to the assistant 
prosecutor with a request for protection. In some places preparatory 
work among the poor was completely absent. There were registered 
cases of disruption of poor peasants’ meetings without the participation 
of middle peasants, who were not allowed there (Iorkinsky district). A 
number of cases of terrorizing poor activists and Soviet workers by 
kulaks, former police officers and other anti-Soviet elements were 
recorded: beatings - 6, 7 attempts to beat, two attempted murders. In 
addition, 6 election assemblies were disrupted by kulaks, election 
slogans were disrupted, lists of "disenfranchised" in three cases. 


Buryat-Mongolia. Organizational work among the poor has been 
poorly carried out in a number of districts. In some places, the poor 
groups were not organized at all, and the existing groups are 
inactive. Voter participation at reporting meetings was on average 20 to 
40%. In some districts, attendance at meetings is below 20% (Mukhor- 
Shibirsky District). A number of organizational flaws in the campaign 
contributed to the disruption of the election meetings (Kabansky, 
Alarsky and Kyakhtinsky districts). The following active actions of the 
kulaks were registered: the shelling of the house of the secretary of the 
village council and the systematic terrorizing of the poor (Novo-Zagan 
village), an attempt on the life of the secretary of the cell, three cases of 
the failure of the list of poor candidates. 


Oirotia. The work of organizing the poor in most areas has been poorly 
done. In places the poor groups are not organized at all. Almost not a 
single village council was prepared in time for the reporting 
campaign. The facts of the convocation of special meetings by kulaks to 
discuss candidates to the village councils have been registered. 


Sentiment over Afghan events 55 


UZBEKISTAN 
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Kishlak. The events in Afghanistan caused a significant revival of the 
Baysko-anti-Soviet elements of the Uzbek village. Numerous cases of 
expression of sympathy for the rebels have been recorded, while 
simultaneously predicting the imminent fall of Soviet power. The flight 
of Amanullah Khan was associated with the victory of England, and 
from this it was concluded that "soon England will free the peoples of 
Central Asia from the oppression of the Russians." Among the dehkan 
masses, the events in Afghanistan did not cause a_ particularly 
noticeable reaction. Individual cases of condemnation of the rebels and 
sympathy for Amanullah Khan by the poor were noted. 


Old city. The Afghan events were most reflected among the old city 
population. In all public places, the prevailing topic of conversation is 
the issue of the uprising in Afghanistan. The failure of Amanullah Khan 
and the temporary victory of the reaction in Afghanistan caused the 
satisfaction of the bays, traders and especially the Muslim clergy of 
Uzbekistan. The most typical and widespread statements of these 
elements are: "Amanullah Khan will undoubtedly be defeated and then 
England, without encountering any obstacles in Afghanistan, will be 
able to approach Soviet Turkestan, destroy Soviet power and restore 
the old order." “The rebels receive support from England. Emir 56 of 
Bukhara will take Bukhara and Turkestan will have the same position. 


" 


Baysko-anti-Soviet elements of Fergana, Andijan and Bukhara react 
most actively to the Afghan events. 


Campaign to eliminate non-labor farms 
UZBEKISTAN 


In the Kashka-Darya and Surkhan-Darya districts, the liquidation of 
non-labor farms of the landlord type has been completed. Land 
management of the poor and farm laborers began at the expense of the 
liquidated farms. There are cases of refusal to allot the poor and provide 
land to the owners. 


In the Ugmadzhan village of the Guzar district of the Kashka-Darya 
district, three farms with 15—20 tanapas, 57 land and two to three heads 
of livestock received additional land and livestock, while 6 poor people 
who have nothing were denied allotments. 
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Due to the lack of attention to the newly organized collective farms, 
some of them are on the eve of collapse. In some cases, the same 
collective farms received land plots in different places, which presents 
significant difficulties in processing the received allotments. 


In the Khorezm Okrug, the campaign to liquidate unearned farms is 
going on with a number of shortcomings. In some cases, areas subject 
to seizure from the clergy remain intact. Local co-workers assist the 
buyers in hiding property. 


In Gazovatsky region (Kuniyah village), a plot of land of vakuf 58, 
which is in the use of imam 59, is not registered. The chairman and 
secretary of the Turkestan kishlak council assured the regional 
commission that they have no farms to be liquidated, while there are 
three of them in the kishlak. A similar statement was made in the 
village of Khoja-Kaka, where the secretary of the cell assisted the buy- 
in to hide the property. 


Grain harvesting campaign 


Kazakhstan. The rate of procurement fell sharply in January. In some 
districts, the monthly plan was fulfilled only by 10-15% (Semipalatinsk, 
Petropavlovsk districts). As before, a shortage of manufactured goods, 
a weak regime for collecting various kinds of debts from the peasantry, 
the disorganizing activity of a private trader, the inactivity of the 
procurement apparatus and the malicious delay of their surplus by the 
kulak-wealthy strata are the main reasons for the slow pace of 
procurement. In a number of districts, a weak inflow of garnets 
collection is noted. Miller fists and tenants refuse to conclude contracts 
and sell the incoming garnets tax in their favor on the private 
market. The Soviet and cooperative organizations did not take timely 
measures to cover the mill owners with contracts. Due to interruptions 
in the shipment of harvested bread, in the Petropavlovsk district on 
January 1, 1929, about 14,000 tons of unshipped grain accumulated at 
deep points, in the Akmola district there were 956,543 poods on the 
same number of unshipped grain, on January 13, 9719 tons of 
unshipped grain were accumulated in the Kostanay district. Due to the 
lack of a sufficient number of storage facilities, bread in some places 
starts to burn (Akmola district), the procurers do not take any measures 
to protect the bread spoilage. Along with the demobilization moods of 
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some workers in the procurement apparatus, there were isolated cases 
of administrative pressure on peasants, excesses and distortions of 
directives, up to the withdrawal of grain surpluses by force. 


In the Uspensky village council of the Fedorovsky district of the 
Kustanai district, the district officials for grain procurement have 
created two commissions to identify grain surpluses, which included 
the "disenfranchised". Members of the commission walk around the 
yards and offer to hand over even five-pound surplus. Similar cases 
were reported in the Borovsk district of the same district. 


At the same time, it is noted that the grassroots procurement and 
cooperative apparatus is littered with a socially alien element. In the 
Syr-Darya district, as a result of the cleaning of the procurement 
apparatus, 19 people were dismissed from work. 


Private trader activity. The intensified activity of the private trader 
makes itself especially felt in the Syr-Darya district. 


The influx of bagmen in the Kustanai district disorganizes the grain 
market. Former bread traders in the region of Uralsk organized a 
massive purchase of grain, intercepting peasants with bread on the 
roads, intermediate points, etc. -Darya district and from the Kara- 
Kalpak region. 60 and breaking limit prices. 


The recently observed increase in the import of manufactories and 
other scarce goods in individual districts turned out to be 
insufficient. The crisis in manufactured goods continues to slow down 
the successful progress of blanks. A number of cases of squandering of 
received manufactured goods for special purposes, selling to relatives 
and friends, etc., have been recorded. The lack of manufactured goods, 
as well as abnormalities in their distribution (supply of manufactured 
goods only for bread, etc.) causes discontent among peasants, mainly 
of low-income strata. 


The grain procurement campaign continues to evoke active opposition 
from the wealthy kulak strata. Refraining from handing over grain 
surpluses (often expressed in 1000-2000 and more poods per farm), the 
latter continue to throw them out on the private market. At the same 
time, the anti-Soviet agitation of the kulaks intensified: there are talks 
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about uprisings, an imminent coup, anti-city sentiments are kindled, all 
sorts of provocative rumors are spread, etc. 


Bashkiria. The January plan for Bashkiria for January 25 has been 
fulfilled by 50%. The weakest grain procurements go along the line of 
Soyuzkhleb 61, which has completed only 23.8% of the monthly 
assignment. The weakening of attention to grain procurements in 
connection with the campaign for re-election to the Soviets played a 
significant role in reducing the rate of procurement. In a number of 
cantons 62Due to the insufficient coverage of the contracts of the 
owners of the mills for the delivery of the garnets collection, there are 
cases of millers sheltering the incoming garnets collection and 
speculation in flour. In this regard, the Bashkir People's Commissariat 
of Trade sent a number of persons specifically to carry out a campaign 
to conclude agreements with the owners of the mills, spending a 
substantial amount of money on this matter. As a result, as of January 
15, 2,050 contracts were concluded for 2,445,892 poods, which is 82% of 
the planned target. As of January 14, the check digit does not cover the 
entire harnz tax. So, for the Sterlitamak canton on January 15, 1929, 
109% of the task was completed. Workers of the procurement 
apparatus do not take any measures to force the rate of workpieces, 
hoping for a chance. Among individual workers in the Soviet and 
procurement apparatus, depressive moods appear, talks about the need 
to stop grain procurement or the use of emergency measures. At the 
same time, competition between individual procurers, drunkenness, 
etc. is not being eliminated. The prosperous kulak elements 
categorically refuse to hand over grain to state producers, selling their 
grain surpluses on the grain market. At the same time, the well-to-do 
and the kulaks are conducting an active anti-Soviet agitation, spreading 
rumors that all the grain is sent abroad, that there will definitely be a 
war in the spring, etc. 


Tartary. Grain procurement in January across Tatarstan is 
characterized by an extremely slow pace.On January 25, 1929, the 
monthly procurement plan was fulfilled by 20.5%. There is an increase 
in the activity of a private procurement company. In the Chistopol, 
Spassky and Buinsky cantons, there was an increased influx of 
speculative bagmen, whose disorganizing activity was assuming 
rampant proportions. They are removed from the market daily up to 
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8000-10,000 poods. (Buinsky canton). The prosperous kulak elements 
are holding back their grain surpluses, expecting a rise in prices in the 
spring. Part of the grain surplus is sold by them on the private 
market. At the same time, the wealthy and the kulaks are actively 
campaigning among the rest of the peasantry against the delivery of 
grain to the state. A case of beating with fists of grain suppliers by a 
“red wagon train” was registered (Spassky canton). 


Churchmen 


Reactionary clergy. In a number of regions of the Union, an increase in 
religiosity is noted. The facts of the construction and repair of churches 
at the expense of believers collected on the principle of self-tax have 
been registered. Divine services are organized with the presence of the 
highest clergy, for whom solemn meetings are arranged. 


In the village Bishop Sinitsin was invited to the Andreevsky 
Rubtsovsky district, his meeting took place in a solemn atmosphere, the 
entire road to the church was covered with carpets and sheets, and the 
bishop was greeted according to tradition - with bread and salt. 


In the village Bystrukha of the Kamensky district during the local 
patronal feast, the church was attended by up to 400 people. After that, 
the whole village got drunk. The prepared 300 buckets of vodka were 
not enough for the participants in 900 yards. 


Two new churches were built in the Vladivostok District during 1928. 


In with. Koroksha of Vyatka lips. on the occasion of the completion of 
the stone church, up to 4,000 peasants attended the service. The money 
for the repairs was collected on a self-taxable basis. 


In the Kalmyk region. renovated 4 churches. The money was collected 
from the kulaks and the wealthy. Up to 1000 rubles have been collected 
for each church. 


Along with the rise in religious sentiments, facts of a decline in 
religiosity are noted in some places. The population often refuses to 
maintain churches and clergy (Tarsky, Vladivostok, Orenburg, 
Tulunsky, Samara districts). 
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Given such phenomena, the reactionary churchmen began to resort to 
all sorts of tricks in order to stop this decline. In this area, the priests 
most often arrange "miracles" (the healing of the "possessed", the 
prophecy of hunger, etc. - Rubtsovsky, Taganrog districts and Ufa). In 
addition, they create various charitable institutions with the aim of 
attracting believers as much as possible. For example, in a number of 
dioceses of the JCC under the churches, mutual aid and charitable 
funds are organized. In the Odessa district (the village of Koplievka) a 
hospital was opened priestly at the expense of the community, where 
sometimes up to 60 "possessed" patients are brought to be cured with 
"holy water". 


The anti-Soviet agitation on the part of the clergy in connection with the 
created food difficulties, the lack of manufactured goods, is noticeably 
increasing. Cases of disruptions due to the fault of the priests of the 
campaigns and mass opposition to the measures of the Soviet 
government were noted. 


In with. Kobelyaki of the Poltava district priest calls on the peasants not 
to hand over their bread to the Soviet regime, but to bury it in the 
ground. In with. Kamenka of Rubtsovskiy okrug pop does not 
recommend buying bonds of the 2nd loan of industrialization 63, as the 
Soviet regime, according to him, will soon be over and the money will 
be lost. In with. Spassky, Vyatka province. the priest speaks out among 
the peasants against the multi-field 64. 


In the Sretensky district, there were attempts to create a union similar 
to the former “Union of Michael the Archangel” 65. 


In with. Randamal of Erivanskiy u. (Armenia) On January 6, contrary 
to the order of the executive committee, a religious procession was 
organized to the water 66. The procession was attended by up to 300 
people who shouted: "Hurray, long live the believers, down with the 
communists." 


In with. Baryatino Kozlovsky District (TsCHO), it was decided to close 
the monastery church. However, this was not done, despite repeated 
attempts by the local authorities, for each time a crowd of up to 400 
people gathered to the church. 
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In Makhachkala at the factory named after 3 Internationals by a group 
of Daghestani workers was beaten by a schoolteacher FZU 67, a 
member of the Komsomol, for his speech at an anti-religious dispute. 


In the Vladimir province. at the factory “Red Echo” a working 
conference was held with the participation of 500 delegates. In 
connection with the rumor that the conference, allegedly, will decide 
on the closure of the cathedral, a crowd of 500 people gathered near the 
club, which was engaged in boozing 68, trying to disrupt the 
conference. From the crowd there were shouts: "When will the workers 
be given bread?" 


In with. Amamny (Armenia) kulaks and well-to-do, who staged a 
religious procession on January 6, against the orders of the local 
authorities, attacked the chairman of the village council and the village 
executives and beat them. On the eve of the procession, the priest 
organized underground meetings in his apartment. 


The ongoing re-election campaign to the Soviets is being used by the 
churchmen for their own purposes. For instance.In the city of 
Pervomaisk, the priests agitated the peasants: “Everyone needs to go to 
the re-election, but outline their candidates in advance. We need to 
send our own people to the village councils”. In the Syzran district 
(village V. Mazy), the priest every Sunday delivers sermons, in which 
he recommends not to participate in the re-election campaign and not 
to elect anyone to the Soviets, since in 1933 the Soviet regime will 
collapse. 


The increased taxation of priests revealed on their part 
countermeasures, which boil down to either dedigning or shifting the 
tax collected onto the peasants. 


In with. Staro-Leskovsky, Tula province. a local priest passed a binding 
regulation through the church council to tax each eater in his favor by 
£5. rye. In this way the priest hopes to collect 227 poods. (collected 60 
poods). 


In the Yaroslavl province. (Roguli village) the peasant gathering 
decided to donate 50 kopecks to the priest. from each believer in the 
order of self-taxation.By this decision, the subscription to the 
industrialization loan was disrupted in this village. 
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Similar facts were also noted in Vyatka and Kaluga provinces. (they 
collected in one case 33 kopecks per person and in the other 80 kopecks 
from a house), in the Kamensk district they collected bread for 250 
rubles, which they contributed for the priest (village Kharitonovo), in 
the Ulyanovsk district (village Tetyushskoe) collected 5 kopecks. per 
person, and in the Oirot region. - 10 kopecks each. from all persons over 
18 years of age. 


Baptists 69. The plenum of the Council of the Federal Union of Baptists 
of the USSR, held at the end of January of this year, was marked by 
great alarm and confusion among the audience. At the convention, the 
leadership declared that they had to live in a time that had never 
happened before in Baptist history. Baptists in the USSR are oppressed 
by the government in the most severe way. Representatives from the 
localities who spoke out complained about the arrests, exile, 
confiscation and closure of houses of worship, excessive taxation, etc. 


According to the reports, a decision was made: "To initiate a petition 
before the government on behalf of the council to lift the constraints, 
and to submit a memorandum through a delegation to the Central 
Executive Committee of the USSR 70". 


The memorandum presented by the delegation to the Central Executive 
Committee of the USSR speaks of the loyalty of the Baptists to the 
government of the USSR and sets out claims against the Soviet 
government. Baptists complain that: 


1) The entire Soviet press at the same time, as if on a signal, attacked the 
Baptist sect, trying to turn the population against it. 


2) Arrests and administrative expulsions for up to three years of 
individual activists and groups for counter-revolutionary activities, 
which the Baptists deny. 


3) On the closure of a number of prayer houses. 


4) To the interference of local authorities in the internal life of 
communities, the prohibition of choirs, solemn holidays, etc. 


5) The deprivation of the right to vote not only for clergymen, but also 
for individual Baptists, which leads to begging for members of the sect. 
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6) On the prohibition of mutual assistance. 
7) High fees for teaching children. 


8) To accuse the Baptists of disrupting the election campaign and of 
alliance with the kulak elements of the village. 


9) To restrict the release of sectarian literature, etc. 


Baptists view the policy of the USSR government as a rejection of the 
principle of freedom of conscience and ask for the elimination of 
persecution, the provision of human rights on an equal basis with all 
citizens, the provision of the opportunity for out-of-school education to 
Baptist children, etc. 


Deputy Chairman of the OGPU Trilisser 

Head of the Information Department of the OGPU Alekseev 
Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU V. Kucherov * 

Note 

* The document is signed by V. Kucherov. 


Appendix No. 1. Leaflets distributed in connection with the re- 
election of councils 


The appeal was distributed in the Syzran district and in the Kuban, 
emanating from the city of Bogorodsk 


“Peasants. The time has not yet come for an open struggle against your 
newly born oppressors. At present, you do not see the persons with 
whom you need to fight, but you feel the weight of their laws on your 
shoulders. You feel that the juice is being squeezed out of you, that your 
farm is not allowed to develop, that it is falling and at the same time 
your life is deteriorating. You ask yourself and others what the Soviet 
power gave you, and you cannot find an answer to your question. You 
are looking for faces that cripple your life and do not find them. Know, 
peasants, that the people who live by your labor, who enjoy at the 
expense of your suffering, who use all the blessings of the land, are the 
so-called All-Russian Communist Party of the Bolsheviks (VKP 
(b)). You should see in her the enemy of your economy, for she imposes 
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unbearable taxes on your labor, self-taxation is carried out from her 
directives, it sowed enmity in you, that is, divided the peasantry into 
classes - the poor, the middle peasants and the kulaks, but you peasants 
need to know that this enmity breeds poverty - destroys your well- 
being. You in this position will be easier to fall under the violence of the 
CPSU (b). You need to be friendlier, more united, because this is only 
your strength - strength in the present and victory in the future. 


Peasants, you notice that the artels that unite your labor and the 
cooperatives that satisfy your needs are not doing their job well. This is 
explained by the fact that the board of the artel and the board of the 
cooperative do not protect your interests, but their own interests, of 
their bosses and, ultimately, the interests of the CPSU (b). 


Artels and cooperatives exist in order to apply from you to take not only 
in a direct way, but also in a roundabout way, so that you do not notice 
this tax. The policy of the CPSU (b) is to achieve its goals without the 
indignation of the broad masses. In fulfillment of these, it divided 
everyone into classes and seized the peasant and part of the urban 
population into its tenacious hands. But the time will come when you 
can shout: 


"Down with provocateur." 
"Down with Vekepevshchina (VKP)". 


And now our common task is to fight for the destruction of classes, for 
the destruction of the network of bureaucratic income, such as tax, self- 
taxation, artel and cooperative membership dues. 


Remember: we are not obliged to grow the belly of the communists. 


So, peasants, we are throwing at you a cry of struggle, a struggle for the 
welfare of agriculture, for the offended in our Rus. 


But we repeat, an open struggle has not yet begun, for our ranks - the 
ranks of the peasants have not yet strengthened. But the day will come 
when we raise a truly peasant banner and take the place of a handful of 
party members who hide behind the sign of labor and equality. " 


Body of the right slope. 


After reading it, we sent it by mail to another. " 
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The declaration read out by the middle peasant at the reporting 
meeting in the village. Sharapovo Ivano-Shnyrevsky 
parish Zvenigorodsky u. Moscow province, written by him. 


“T have never been a party or political leader, but I have always been a 
political supporter. Every mass movement of the people aroused an 
upsurge in me and I sympathized with everyone, without examining 
the party. At this time, since 1918, after the end of the German war, 71 
I have been living among the peasants, studying their life and political 
aspirations, and I notice that Bolshevism, with its direct party line, not 
only did not attract the peasantry to itself, but on the contrary separated 
it from itself. The workers for the peasantry not only did not become a 
friend and comrade, but, on the contrary, became an implacable enemy 
with all its power, which legally destroys its small individual 
economy. Legislative directives of the Soviets in relation to the 
peasantry are often rude, like the Arakcheevism 72 (100 years ago). At 
that time, too, Tsar Alexander I was building a federation. Then the 
brutal despot Arakcheev led the violence, building military settlements 
without asking the wishes of the people. Now, the will of the peasantry 
under individual small farms is being violated by the force of a 
collective law, called the workers' dictatorship, and they are forced 
through collectives to go over to the commune. 


Thus, the "gigantic" agricultural machinery of our country got a stick in 
the wheels throughout its course and in a short period of time stopped 
its productivity, paralyzing the energy in the laboring masses of the 
small peasantry. 


The Soviets were carried away not by living activity, but by soulless 
paper formalism. People who understand the real views of the broad 
masses of the peasantry, under the pressure of the dictatorship of the 
workers and peasants (refer to as *), where a straight line is the general 
line of the Bolsheviks, unceremoniously cuts off the slopes on the right 
and left, silently moved away from the peasants out of fear of going to 
jail or Solovki 73. 


A person who expresses his views against the directives of the Soviet 
government is already an enemy of the workers' party, and he is being 
unceremoniously dealt with according to the law. 
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By means of such repressions in relation to the small farms of the 
peasantry, the workers’ power reveals its cowardice towards the capital 
that is pressing on it and [in this way] [tries] to attract the peasant 
masses to itself. 


This nervousness and twitching of the small peasantry on the part of 
the workers’ power not only does not unite the worker with the 
peasantry, but, on the contrary, tears them apart and separates them 
from each other. 


The peasants reason like this: 


"We don't care about factory industry, the workers don't care for 
themselves, and the peasants don't care for themselves." The workers 
have achieved their well-being in life, so do not interfere with the 
peasant's life as he wants. Create your own household according to 
your own way of thinking. 


Give a soft loan with a low interest rate for broad strata of the peasant 
masses. Move to the aid of chemistry and agronomy for the purpose of 
cultural development. Tax only land (although you should charge no 
less than your current rent).Do not hit the labor economy with a 
progressive tax 74. 


The state should not interfere with the economic well-being of the 
peasant and count the income in his wallet. Levy a progressive tax on 
those farms that exploit hired labor in their management. Give full play 
to individual strengths and abilities (if you wish, create teams as 
well). And you workers will see that the land will be covered with 
cultural economic units like mushrooms and in a short period of time 
the country will be unrecognizable. And these cultural and economic 
units, like an epidemic, will infect a backward and passive economy 
with the cultural movement. Even a bum and he will find a job. 


With this approach, you will reduce the influx of unemployed people 
into cities from the countryside. The labor exchange will be empty. The 
peasant does not need to shorten the hours of the working day, he 
himself will find time to rest. This order of business will quickly 
increase the yield of the fields, and the markets will be inundated with 
agricultural products and bread. The peasants will be satisfied and the 
workers will be fed. 
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Only in this way will the worker unite with the peasantry into 
indissoluble ties and give a fierce rebuff to the oppressive capital and 


1 


intervention. ' 
Signature. 
Note 

* So, in the document 


The appeal was sent by mail from Leningrad and Kursk. Received in 
stts. Zelenchukskaya Batalpashinsky district, st. Bogoslovskaya 
Nevinnomyssk district of Armavir district and in the 

village. Baranovka, Kurakinsky district, Tula province. 


“Citizens of the Soviet Union. Devastation surrounds us on all 
sides. Inside, it takes away a third of the total national income, the 
collapse of industry and agriculture, an acute shortage of food, which 
has already caused the transition to a rationing system and substitutes 
for bread in the provinces and the first signs of a threatening famine in 
the spring. In foreign policy, there is complete isolation and the danger 
of turning our country into a second China, while the defeated and 10 
times poorest Germany is successfully developing its economy. The 
only reason for all this is the existing system of party dictatorship, 
which is reduced to the dictatorship of Stalin (sufficiently described in 
Lenin's will 75), strangles all life in the country and leads it to the edge 
of the abyss. Particularly destructive is the policy of the Party in the 
countryside, where the desire of the peasants to improve their economy 
is deliberately killed, and collective farms that yield nothing are forcibly 
implanted, and of all the goods, only vodka is being promoted to the 
countryside. At the same time, industry, devoid of an agricultural basis 
and bureaucratically controlled, is crumbling, and here, as elsewhere, 
the constant interference of the Party is pernicious, and the billions 
thrown into construction do not produce any results. The senseless 
propaganda of the international revolution led to the disruption of 
foreign loans and the economic blockade. All attempts to straighten the 
party line only lead to repression (defeat of the Moscow 
Committee). There is only one way out - unite and demand the 
establishment of the true power of the working people, 
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Workers, peasants and employees, refuse to buy loans, pay taxes and 
rent grain, go on strikes and create your unions. Red Army men refuse 
to disperse demonstrations and suppress the uprising.Do not 
participate in the elections to the Soviets, in which the party wants to 
create the appearance of democracy by the people and shift the 
responsibility for the consequences of its destructive policy to you, and, 
where the elections have already taken place, demand that your 
deputies resign. By this you will show that you demand complete 
freedom of elections to the Soviets and an end to all Party interference 
in their work. Prove to an insignificant handful of people who hold 
power only in their own interests that they do not dare to force your 


will. " 
The appeal was sent from Moscow by mail. 


“To the revolutionaries of Russia. Our heroic country is experiencing 
again the days of cruel trials and troubles. The profound economic 
crisis and the rise in the cost of living, which are increasing from year 
to year, are causing the masses of workers to be disappointed in the 
imminent victory of socialism. This disbelief stems from the criminal 
and anti-proletarian course pursued in recent years by the current 
leadership of the Communist Party. Behind this top party layer there 
was nothing left but murder and betrayal. The ruling elite flooded the 
glorious Bolshevik slogans, sanctified by the blood of revolutionaries, 
in the mud of political demagogy. No one will dare to say now, unless 
it is the notorious liars, that the material and political situation of the 
working class and peasantry has improved in eleven years, at least in 
comparison with the standard of living in the long-gone old 
regime. The same poverty, the same unemployment, the same exile and 
the same prisons. 


Comrades, who would have thought, when the best of the best died on 
the fronts of the Civil War, 76 years later, that in five or six years the 
damned tsarist prisons would be overcrowded again, that the reference 
roads would revive again, but not with the clatter of shackles, but with 
the modern clatter of railways. 


The current political situation of the island of socialism "is characterized 
by precisely these ulcers of the restored regime." 
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Great Testaments 1917-1919 hidden and forgotten. All that remained 
was faith in the intolerable position of the worker and peasant *. If 
workers are forced to declare strikes, as was the case at Trekhgornaya 
mr, Lyuberetskiy plant, Aleksandrovskie workshops, etc., then they 
rush to pay wages on time and promise an increase of 3-4% despite the 
fact that food products have increased in price nine to twelve 
times. They press the worker with norms, increase the working day 
under the guise of extra earnings. They press the strengthening of the 
so-called labor discipline. To this we must add the torment and the 
hungry existence of the registered and unregistered unemployed. It is 
hard to imagine that unemployment has increased 3 2 times compared 
to the pre-war period. If, on the other hand, the peasants begin to 
expand the cultivated area in order to feed themselves and the city in 
excess, then in response they send orders to impose emergency 
measures and increase the rates of various taxes. Hence, the active poor 
or middle peasant who defends the backbreaking labor of the peasant 
is called a fist and slandered as an enemy of the Soviet regime. 


And the government and the top of the party explain the holding of 
such dastardly events by a desire to show concern for the state. These 
armchair people, of course, forget that the interests of the state are the 
interests of all working people who won power from capitalism with 
their own blood, that concern in the state is primarily concern for the 
worker and peasant himself. 


For the free life of the broad masses, revolutionaries went to lay their 
heads under the ax of counter-revolution and international predators 
in the unforgettable great seventeenth years. With their blood a red 
banner is raised over Russia. The Soviets were created by their 
blood. With their blood Russia was declared socialist. But in their own 
name the worker and peasant have been caught in the grip, in their 
name people who have torn away from the masses are exercising in 
their offices, pursuing a ruinous policy and thereby arousing just 
bitterness in every worker. Now the masses do not have the will - there 
is the will of several hundred power-hungry people. 


Thousands of elite hangers-on with darkened eyes listen to the speeches 
of the wonderful chosen ones and then elect them unanimously to all 
governing bodies of the country. The terrible applause of these 
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hangers-on at the meetings is immediately announced by the will of the 
people. The revolutionaries are imprisoned, and this shaking bastard 
applauds - this is also the will of the people. Once upon a time at the 
Moscow Democratic Conference 77 thundering applause, once in the 
councils of workers' deputies thundering applause traitors and enemies 
of the people. This should never be forgotten. 


The will of the people was expressed in 1919 **, when 150 million broke 
the neck of tsarism. Lenin alone sincerely sought the liberation of the 
people from slavery, he alone understood the needs of the ruined 
masses. When he was wrong, no one dared to curse him for these 
mistakes, for he corrected them. 


Comrades, at all meetings demand an 18% increase in wages and a truly 
seven-hour working day. At all peasant meetings, demand complete 
exemption from taxes, these damned tsar's weights. 


Revolutionaries, be alert, keep your strength, do not lose vigor and 
hope for a great future. 


Central Committee of the Party of Combat Resistance ". 

Note 

* So, in the document 

** Apparently in 1917 

The leaflet was distributed in the city of Yegoryevsk, Moscow province. 


“Comrades! Workers and peasants. It is already the twelfth year of 
Soviet power, and there is still nothing good, except oppression. You 
workers work in factories and factories for 8 hours, but if you calculate 
and it turns out to be about 10 hours. You work with a heavy load, 
before you worked on two machines, and now on 4 or more, and for 
this you do not receive a pay as a whole how much you earned, but you 
are deducted for bonds, then in favor of MOPR 78 and so you don't get 
the whole thing. You have to ask that the plant does not load with 
bonds, you have to ask for a premium, because you make a lot of 
income for them, and they only say that the state is suffering a big 
loss. They are deceiving you in everything, but you cannot utter a word 
against the Soviet regime, they will immediately dismiss you from your 
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place, because you are in the hands of the communists. Previously, all 
the people worked in factories and plants and no one walked around 
the stock exchanges, but now, under Soviet rule, there is a crush and a 
fight at the stock exchange and no one is sent to work, but are sent for 
2-3 days. Here, workers and peasants, Iam a worker myself, and I treat 
you with secret words that there is no interest in living under such a 
regime. Eh you, Russian unemployed people, what do you hope for, if 
you act like this, you will disappear like flies. Have you forgotten that 
the power of the workers and peasants, all Soviet power is in your 
hands, and you do what you want, let the communists enjoy you, and 
you cannot do anything, organize order so that everyone works, and if 
you cannot, then give up this work, then we will find those people who 
could define everyone, so that everyone would work, and would not 
die of hunger and could rule the whole of Russia? Here our government 
consists not of workers and not of peasants, but of accursed 
landowners, in whom there is no pure worker and peasant blood, they 
have no feeling for the worker, they, like landowners, have taken all 
power and they are living, enjoying themselves not like a worker - and 
in a dream the worker will not dream of how the communists live, and 
this is the difference between the worker and the communist and the 
government. And you, poor working people, almost hungry, are sitting 
from this power, you always have longing and sadness in your heart, 
as if today to receive bread. Why is all this so, and therefore nothing has 
become, unless who thought [about] such a terrible picture in Russian 
Rus. They began to give everyone a 15-ruble book, and get up from 
morning until late in the evening in line for bread, and for flour and 
other products, if you do, then you eat, and if you do not, then sit 
hungry. Eh you, working people, it's time for you to wake up and make 
a check on different institutions and choose a different government, 
those people who would give the Russian people freedom, a free 
press. Long live the Russian people who have not perished from such a 
predatory Soviet regime. Long live freedom in practice and on 
paper. Long live the power of the Soviets - a sharp, poisonous, 
incurable knife for the common people. Long live our Russian ruler, 
who would give freedom to all the people, 


Read and distribute to other comrades, but take more into your mind. 
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In the meantime, goodbye, I shake your emaciated hand and wait for 
an answer that we are writing. 


Your friends". 


Envelope cover: “Freedom for the Russian people. Read and pass on to 
other comrades. Your friends". 


The resolution proposed at the reporting meeting in vil. Korsakov, 
Ilyinsky village council, Bogoroditsky district, Tula province. according 
to the report of the district executive committee. 


“After listening to the report of the representative of the Bogoroditsk 
Regional Executive Committee, Comrade Kuzmichev on the report of 
the work of the same RIK for 1927 and 1928, we, citizens of the 
village. Korsakovo, we welcome the Presidium of the RIK and bring 
our sincere gratitude for the achievements of culture and the 
improvement of the life of our peasant situation on a communist basis, 
under the leadership of the CPSU (b) on the behests of the late 
Ilyich. We honor the death of the deceased and all his associates by 
standing up. 


It can be seen from the report that during this period a lot of work was 
put by the RIK to link the city with the village and its cooperation in co- 
unions to achieve the common goal of the working people, as well as to 
raise the position of agricultural production to a height, in the supply 
of high-grade seed materials, the latest design of the latest 
achievements and re-equipped machines and tools, in obtaining them 
on preferential terms, through the organs of the state apparatus, for the 
use of such on a large scale by poor and middle peasant farms, as well 
as for cooperation - in supplying the population with essential products 
at close range. Nor can we remain silent because we, women of remote 
villages, during the eleven years of the October Revolution received 
complete emancipation in the role of work, depending on the role of 
men, as was the place we occupied before the revolution, and the 
October Revolution under the leadership of the All-Union Communist 
Party (Bolsheviks) gave us the right to decide and defend our interests 
and economic plans, which know us no less than men do on a common 
basis with all of them. Therefore, honor and praise to women, members 
of the CPSU (b), and women standing in the ranks of the ruling power. 
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And we, citizens of the Korsakov society, demand that the new 
composition of the governing power should include at least 50% of us, 
and we notice that the male composition has become loose and 
bureaucratic to 75%. To everyone who corrupts the ideas of the people's 
labor will and encroaches on its enslavement in the corrupting press - a 
merciless purge from the ranks of the governing apparatus of the Soviet 
power, so that the newly elected apparatus would be a truly apparatus 
from a number of working people and speak the language of the 
interests of the working people. And about the experiences of our 
society for the period 1927-1928. shortcomings in the little things, we 
put them on the surface and hope that the new composition will get rid 
of and eradicate them. 


1) The tax system of 1927 was satisfactory, but there were upstarts on 
the part of the seconded responsible employees of the RIK, a tax 
withdrawal in a rude form, an act with the poor man S.M. I had to ask 
for a semssud to seed the spring field. 


2) The tax system of 1928 led to the complete indignation of the cultural 
farms erected by the Soviet government, namely: those citizens who 
responsively reacted to the propaganda of agriculture, raised animal 
husbandry to the height of the position, such as: horses, cows, 
gardening, beekeeping and field farming, up to 8-field crop rotation 
with the cultivation of seed clover - are taken into account * kulaks and 
podkulachnikov 79 , and taxes on their farms are inflated to the limit of 
their destruction. 


3) Thus, the tax system of 1928 showed a class division into five groups: 
kulaks, podkulachniki, middle peasants, poor peasants, activists and 
poor peasants **. 


In kulaks, no doubt, we got those natural peasants, as they were called 
“cultural workers", who, by their personal labor, achieved this external 
enrichment with horses, cows, etc. without the use of hired labor, but 
on the contrary, using themselves, as well as family members in hired 
labor, in earnings on the side, such as state farms and the work of 
seasonal workers on peats near Moscow. 


The second group - podkulachniki, these are middle peasants, who 
came out no more than three years at the expense of personal labor, 


63 


again from those seasonal work and the use of land for rent by citizens 
who left for Siberia. 


The middle peasants are small-family citizens who do not show 
themselves to earn money on the side, and thus their economy is closed 
at one level. 


Poor activists are farms experiencing the elements of adversity, and 
they are different every year, such as: death of livestock, under-seeding, 
soaking, etc. gradually, at least with the middle peasants, but are 
leveled. 


But our grief and misfortune are with the poor peasant, and we have 
them, and it is not possible to raise his economy even [to] a candidate 
for the middle peasant. Not because society doesn’t help them, but 
simply they don’t want to, and why they don’t want to, they know 
better about it. And we heard that the re-election campaign definitely 
interprets that the whole support of the elections falls only on the poor 
and middle peasants, and only their candidates are the main ones. 


And here we, the citizens of this society, are heartbroken that these 
candidates will be promoted to the village councils and other 
government apparatus in accordance with the latest slogans and 
aspirations of the re-election campaign. While in his household, he did 
not show activity, in all likelihood the same will happen to him 
there. We have a lot of urgent matters that cannot be delayed. 


In the region of the Ilyinsky village council, we have handicraft 
industries, such as: mills, butter churns, wave 80. They are inactive, and 
because of their inaction, we have to travel 10-15 versts and lose 2-3 
days because of the queue, while this can be completely avoided. The 
reasons for their closure - let's leave the question open. 


And putting them into motion - the question does not require 
delay. Also being an exemplary farm, the state farm of sugar-makers 
has numbed eyes with its laxity in harvesting valuable products of the 
state. Bureaucratic behavior of RIK employees when receiving certain 
certificates and subordinate bodies. Cooperation suffers from 
interruptions in goods and lack of satisfaction of needs, especially by 
manufacture. We do not hear the fight against mass theft and the 
detection of criminals and the improvement of life in the peasant 


64 


economy in relation to sanitation. The position of a child who is with 
the livestock of the farm has not yet been eliminated. For fencing such, 
at least they satisfied the demand for forest materials, for their isolation 
from such”. 


Note 
* So, in the document 
** So, in the document. We need oppositionists. 


From the speech of a rural teacher (daughter of psalm reader 81) in 
Kaluga province. 


“You see what a strong hunger strike the population has, this is the fault 
of the Soviet government, this is a direct consequence of all the laws 
and orders of the government and communist policy, inability to plan, 
as a result of which we have obvious hunger and endless tails. Such 
hunger strikes and tails will twist the neck of the Soviet regime; they 
are in no way allowed in the future. To avoid this in the future, it is 
necessary to change the policy in respect of private trade and to stop 
the pressure on the pin and on the top of the village, the imposition of 
collective farms, cooperatives, municipalities and partnerships 82. By 
putting pressure on the kulaks and the top of the village, the authorities 
kill any desire to develop their economy and make it a commodity 
one. Some middle peasants and poor peasants and modern miserable 
state farms cannot increase the grain yield”. 


On the question of Soviet schools. “In our schools, 60% of students were 
expelled, these are children of an element alien to us - priests, kulaks 
and merchants. I ask how, then, to understand the law of the Soviet 
government on universal compulsory education for 83 people. Where, 
then, is the development of our culture, when those who want to learn 
are thrown out of school. At all crossroads they shout: children are our 
future, etc., learn, knowledge is power. It's time for them, in the second 
decade of the revolution, to stop class persecution and end the division 
into “not ours and ours”. Children are innocent for their parents. " 


On the question of the crosscomb. “These pitiful cross-committees only 
create a dual power in the countryside, like former commissars. It is not 
surprising that they still cannot take root in the village and exist only 
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on paper. Just an extra spoke in the nationwide wheel. In my opinion, 
it would be much more expedient to increase the maintenance of 
teachers by reducing the costs of maintaining the Krestkom 
organizations from top to bottom”. 


On the question of the stratification of the countryside. “By stratifying 
the village, the Soviet government and the party have done what is now 
going on in the village desperate squabbles and quarrels. You will take 
a peek into the modern village as it is through this bundle. They drove 
the population straight to their own, neighbor to neighbor, they 
completely quarreled with each other, they do not want to look at each 
other, they shared beasts, there is no end to personal accounts and 
reproaches, and all this thanks to the stupid policy of the party and the 
authorities in the village. The workers were kindly taken care of by the 
Soviet power, they were gratified by a seven-hour working day and 
other indulgences on the professional line, therefore they are in favor 
of the Soviet power, but nothing of this has been done with regard to 
the peasantry. The Communist Party perfectly takes into account the 
psychology of the peasant - the owner to the marrow of his bones and 
deliberately does not allow the unanimity of the peasantry, fearing that, 


being unanimous, 


About teaching and specialists. “We, teachers, have now been brought 
under the rubric of Shakhty specialists 84 and are beginning to clean 
up. What a comedy this is. We found a harmful element among the 
poor ordinary teachers. From this, among the teachers now there is a 
kind of depression, uncertainty about the future, even though you have 
seven inches in your forehead, and you will be kicked out. The 
Communist Party and the Soviet government, in pursuit of counter- 
revolution and sabotage, will ultimately declare each other among 
themselves counter-revolutionaries and saboteurs, as they have already 
declared such prominent and most devoted people to the revolution - 
Trotsky, Zinoviev, Kamenev, Smilgu, Rakovsky and everyone they are 
declared opposition, Mensheviks, Socialist-Revolutionaries 85 and 
counterrevolutionaries. The Bolsheviks are beginning to dream of 
counter-revolution. This cleansing will bring gray hair, you are afraid 
of it like fire, and so we are already silent and obsequious to the 
authorities against our convictions, we compromise our pride. " 
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By cooperation. “Now take our internal and external trade. Our 
cooperation is just a baby, a miserable offspring of the Soviet NEP, 
nothing more, nothing less. What kind of trade - tears, some kind of 
misunderstanding, lousy shops - that is not, the other is not, there is 
nothing? In my opinion, the very idea of cooperation in our conditions 
is impracticable. This is an empty idea of the Soviet regime, doomed to 
inevitable and quick death. You only hear - shortcomings and waste, 
drunkenness, but nepotism, courts. I'm sick of talking about it. Well, 
think about how our useless cooperation will lead us to socialism, 
because this is a utopia, the delirium of our crazy, politically short- 
sighted government. We need to discard this empty venture and 
declare free trade, as it was before the revolution, then we will not have 
such long tails. " 


About unemployment. “The inability to conduct work economically 
has created the most terrible unemployment and hunger strike this 
spring. With the shouts of "work and bread", 86 seasoners in Moscow 
dispersed the central labor exchange and, in general, made up a lot of 87 
there. This should be expected in the future. " 


About tax policy. “Now let's analyze the agricultural tax. Everyone 
shouted that every year we would reduce the agricultural tax, but in 
fact it increased from 30 to 35%. Poor Manifesto 88 exempt from paying 
agricultural tax. Everything is blamed on the middle peasant and the 
well-to-do part of the village, but it is very insignificant in our country, 
and there are no kulaks at all. It turns out that the middle peasant will 
pull all the yoke of the agricultural tax. This is what the progressive tax 
has led to, this is what the policy of reducing private trade has led to. In 
5-10 years, the communists promised to completely free the entire 
peasant population from the agricultural tax, however, it is 
systematically increased every year at the expense of the poor and the 
absence of private trade for the middle peasant as the bulk of the 
peasantry. Through this, the middle peasant will show them a sour face 
and turn away. By this method of alliance between the middle peasants 
and the poor, there is no way they can be strengthened, look, they will 
fail with a bang, and instead of unification, you will get separation. Self- 
taxation is also a tax under a new sauce, harness the middle peasant 
again, but the land was divided equally, his neighbor is the same user 
of the land as he is. He is a poor man through drunkenness, through 
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laziness and mismanagement. This is what a reckless indulgence to 
idlers and drunkards, well, is this order, after all, this is the direct 
exploitation of the middle peasant in favor of the so-called poor 
peasant, they improve the situation of one at the expense of the 
other. With them, it goes like this: first, a single agricultural tax, that is, 
a single taxation, then self-taxation, and then they invent some taxation 
for each other in the Kremlin, and so on endlessly. Try to say that 
somewhere at a gathering or at a party, you will quickly find yourself 
in the GPU. " 


On opposition and self-criticism. “You see how dangerous it is to say 
something nowadays. We are worms, not human beings, they will 
quickly drive us to Solovki for such harsh self-criticism, although 
Comrade. Stalin declared self-criticism in spite of faces and self- 
criticism at full throat. A sound criticism of the policy of the CPSU (b) 
by the opposition was undoubtedly necessary and should be. Of 
course, it is more difficult to notice mistakes and blunders behind 
oneself, this is where the authorities and the party could help the eyes 
of the opposition, but they took him, but kicked him out of the party 
and the center - this is wrong. The Communist Party, apparently, only 
now realized this and, in general, became convinced of the opposition's 
predictions, which came true before our eyes, and began to accept them 
back in batches into the party - they realized late that we would not 
have had these crises. Such luminaries of the revolution, great faithful 
revolutionaries like Trotsky, Kamenev, Zinoviev and others cannot 
change the revolution, the working class and will not be mistaken. Poor 
Trotsky was driven into the mountains. True, this is worse for them: the 
British are close there, they will agree to take him from there by airplane 
to their place, and then, at the head of our White Guards, they will 
release him against us with Poland or Romania. The Red Army will not 
fight against him, since the command staff, although they have quieted 
down, are undoubtedly on his side, then the Soviet government and the 
Communist Party will wind up their tails thoroughly. The idea of 
industrializing the country belongs to the opposition, and the Soviet 
government is now pursuing it, the oppositionists foresaw all our real 
crises, but then they did not believe and ridiculed. We are indebted to 
Trotsky for the victory of the Red Army in the civil war; perhaps the 
Communist Party will not dispute this fact. And if this is so, then the 
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Soviet government is ashamed of the persecution of Trotsky, because 
he is also considered abroad, he is duly appreciated there too, 


About foreign policy. “Even lousy Poland and Romania spit on us. Our 
ambassadors are being killed with impunity, but we are silent. They 
don't believe us for a penny, and how can they believe when we are still 
without pants and hungry. " 


About loans. “The Soviet government is already generous with loans, 
just 100%. Loans for a year, if you want, a whole dozen will be released, 
just do not be lazy buy, and you will not buy, so they will push you on 
the profile. Now the second loan of industrialization for 500 million has 
been issued, also fork out, otherwise they will be declared a counter- 
revolutionary. " 


On the defense of the Union. “Last year, almost all the village councils 
of the Union passed a resolution “down with Chamberlain,” but with 
us, however, the British do not reckon at all and, in spite of us, keep 
him as their foreign minister. And how the French demanded that we 
recall Ambassador Rakovsky 89, so we immediately satisfied their 
demand. Through our foreign policy and the Comintern, we do not 
love, it means that here, too, we must change the course of politics, 
feeling our powerlessness and poverty, to yield, bow down, ask for a 
loan. Read the appeal of the Congress of the Comintern to all the 
proletarians of the world, this is not an appeal, in my opinion, but a 
direct military order - to the capitalist governments. Let's, they say, beat 
and destroy them, and if they press us, we shout a guard to the whole 
world, “they want to strangle us,” but don’t dare to forbid us to agitate 
against them, we climb where they don’t ask us, and then we shout: 
“they are beating, choke”. In a word, our legislative authorities poorly, 
ineptly govern the country and, as they themselves, they are the ones 
who issue laws. " 


The leaflet was distributed in the Detskoye Selo of the Leningrad 
District at the Agricultural Institute. 


“Comrades. The usual comedy of “re-election to the Soviets” is to be 
repeated again. You will be forced to raise your hands and thereby 
confirm the officials appointed from above, who will continue to carry 
out the hypocritical policy of the Communist Party, and by no means 
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the will of the broad working masses of the country. Hunger in the 
country, the introduction of a rationing system to protect a well-fed city 
froma hungry village, a constant shortage of consumer goods, growing 
unemployment, impoverishment of the peasantry, overcrowded 
prisons, repression and executions - this is what the country has led to 
the twelve-year management of the party and trade union bureaucracy, 
based on a new secret police - GPU. 


You students, future workers in the countryside, receiving general 
education funded by the working peasantry, are obliged to raise your 
voice against the shameless deception and the ever-growing 
exploitation of the multimillion peasantry. 


Comrades take advantage of these "re-elections" and turn this miserable 
farce into a living creative act of the people. Demand the abolition of 
the shameful norm of elections to the Soviets: "from rural areas one in 
125,000, from cities one in 25,000." Demand relief for the peasantry from 
unbearable taxes. 


Demand the legalization of all parties, freedom of speech, press, 
assembly. 


Comrades. It is your duty to raise your voice for these measures, which 
should ensure the welfare and development of our country. " 


Leaflet in the amount of 10 copies was glued up on the night of 
December 11, 1928 in stts. Batalpashin Armavir district. 


“Citizens, hold on and read the newspaper, hold on to the right slope - 
this is a weapon to overthrow the yoke from the neck of the grain 
growers. Right deviation, he openly stated that the party is a system of 
suppressing agriculture. The sown area is falling because grain growers 
are pressured by taxes. Is the economy growing? 


Citizens, you were promised a product, and where it is - goes abroad, 
and we stand in line, waiting for the product - just like all products are 
leaving us at the mercy of the war, for defense. They press with bonds 
and self-taxation, and we, Cossack grain growers, carry on our necks. " 


The leaflet was found in the village. Mamontovo of the Barnaul 
district, was distributed by the manager of the Chumysh RK VKP (b) 
by a member of the Komsomol: 
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“Only in Russia, downtrodden by the Bolshevik-gendarme autocracy, 
is such a mockery of the peasantry possible, when for every extra tithe 
of sowing requiring the hiring of laborers, for every pood of bread sold 
at the bazaar, for every agricultural machine provided by an economic 
peasant to his neighbors, the peasantry is persecuted by an “inflated” 
tax and deprivation of the right to vote. What, after that, can there be 
an interest in expanding the economy not only among economically 
strong peasants, but also among the poor who want to get out of 
poverty. Previously, the bourgeoisie — the manufacturers and 
landowners — was considered the enemy of the people. Now, when 
Russia has fallen into poverty, the enemy of the people is considered to 
be the one on whom Russia still rests, namely, an economic man who 
has an extra tithe of sowing, an extra cattle, an agricultural 
machine. Soon the enemy of the people will be considered the one who 
will have extra pants. It is a fact that Russia is falling into ultimate 
poverty and on the brink of ruin. Everyone sees this from the fact that 
the economic peasant, on whom Russia still rests, is reducing his 
economy, that the factory workers do not produce real durable, but 
"Soviet", that is, substandard goods (knives do not cut, axes do not cut, 
machines break down, etc.), that construction workers are erecting 
buildings in cities that fall apart in a year, that steam locomotives, 
agricultural machines, etc. built at Soviet factories, require repair or 
replacement in two weeks, and that, finally, the so-called the 
industrialization of the country is carried out only in order to provide 
work and bread to a whole army of hungry unemployed by robbing the 
peasantry, and thus save the position of the Bolsheviks. 


January 27 in with. Art. Khalevichi Lishitskaya parish Starodubsky 
u. Bryansk province. at the re-election meeting, when discussing 
candidates for the new composition of the village council, poor man 
Mikhail Tolochko made the following statement: 


“T propose to elect comrade. Frumkin ". Despite the speech of the 
representative of the VIC (member of the All-Union Communist Party), 
who objected to Tolochko's proposal, the meeting proposed to put this 
issue to a vote. As a result, by a majority of votes, Frumkin was elected 
an honorary member of the village council. After the representative of 
the Ukom went to the place, the decision was canceled. 
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Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 
V. Kucherov 

Appendix No. 2. Difficulties 
Mass performances 


Yaroslavl province. In with. Vorzha Ugodinsky parish Rostov u. due 
to the absence of the chairman of the meeting at the women's delegate 
meeting, information on the procedure for distributing flour was 
removed from the agenda, which caused strong discontent among 
those present. 


The chairman of the village council was at that time in the house of the 
chairman of the PO. A crowd of women (up to 100 people), led by the 
son of a kulak-innkeeper (a member of the Komsomol) and the son of a 
former handicraftsman-breeder approached the house of the EPO 
chairman, burst into the house and found the pre-village council there, 
tried to beat him. From the crowd standing on the street, shouts were 
heard: "Give him here, we will deal with him." Thanks to the persuasion 
of the chairman of the PO and the secretary of the Komsomol, the crowd 
dispersed, drawing up only an act stating that the chairman of the 
village council was drunk. 


After the crowd of the pre-village council left for Rostov, when leaving 
the village, he was stopped by a group of peasants led by one of the 
wealthy, who tried to pull him out of the sleigh and beat him. 


From the village. Filippovo, Seletsky District, Rybinsk District a crowd 
of over 100 peasants came to the executive committee, demanding the 
supply of bread not only to the poor, but also to the middle 
peasants. After the PEC representative explained about the procedure 
for supplying the population with bread, those who came began to 
disperse, saying that "they will wait another week, and then they will 
take other measures." 


Kaluga lips. In the village. Ignatovskaya Zhelovskaya Vol. Likhvinsky 
u.On January 5 of this year, the peasants of three villages 
(Ignatovskaya, Razdoli and Vichki), mostly middle peasants and 
wealthy, provided with bread and having several shares, instigated by 
a group of wealthy people, organized a general meeting without 
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notifying either the village council or the administration of the PO. At 
the meeting, it was decided to annul the lists of those in need of bread 
approved by the VIC and of the 85 farms recognized by the VIC as 
needy, to leave only 15 people on the list, who will be given flour at the 
rate of 15 pounds per eater, and the rest of the bread intended to supply 
those in need should be distributed to shareholders depending on the 
need. To enforce its resolution, the meeting elected a three-person 
commission. The latter, having forbidden the seller of the cooperative 
to give out flour, by force, despite the protests of the chairman of the 
board of the PO, 


In the village. Bielno Baryatyn parish Spas Demensky u. the middle 
peasants in an organized manner prohibited the issuance of flour from 
the cooperatives, took away the flour and poured it back into the 
bin 90. Poor man Seregin P. was strangled and put to a vote - to strangle 
at all or not. The incitement was carried out by a former guard 91. 


Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya province. In Boyarskaya Vol. Yuryevetsky 
u. at the meeting of the commission on the distribution of grain at the 
Resurrection department [barely] Bolvanitskiy EPO, 120 peasants who 
had their own grain reserves came with a demand to include them in 
the lists. Having received a refusal, curses and shouts were heard from 
the crowd: "They want to starve the peasants." A bootmaker from the 
village. Lagaytsovo called on those present to organize an uprising 
against the authorities. 


Peasants of the villages of Alekseikha, Matveikha Kineshemskaya 
parish. and the county in the number of 20 people, most of the women 
- well-to-do, having stocks of bread, came to the Vandyshevsky village 
council, demanding to issue white flour or to certify the list they had 
drawn up for receiving flour from the Kineshemsky Central Regional 
Committee. Having received a refusal, they raised a fuss and swearing, 
interfering with their studies. Those who came with difficulty were 
removed. 


Poor tendencies towards violent seizure of bread and searches from 
the wealthy 
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Luga District (LVO). In the village. Lugovskoe, Osminsky district, the 
chairman and a member of the village council searched the house of a 
peasant in order to find bread. 


Pskov District. In with. Kostygovsky Ostrovsky district, the chairman 
of the village council ordered the members of the village council to 
search all citizens who said they needed bread in order to find out 
whether they really have bread. 


In with. At the Krasnoarmeisky Porkhovsky District, at a women's 
meeting, the poor woman made a proposal to search all the kulaks and 
give the bread found to the state for distribution among the needy. 


A similar speech took place at a meeting of the poor of the 
Krasnogorodsky district. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 

V. Kucherov 

Appendix No. 3. Grain procurement 

Counteracting the kulaks of the grain procurement campaign 


a) Refusal of kulaks and the well-to-do from handing over bread to state 
producers 


Kursk District (TsCHO). The first of the village N.-Terebuk of the 
Shchigrovsky region, with up to 1000 poods. bread, he refuses to export 
them to the state service points: "For me to take bread to the cooperative 
-no way, I will wait that they will give me a tithe of land for 2 poods in 
the spring." 


The well-to-do farm Zhuravlino, Leninsky District, on the issue of 
exporting grain, said: "Last year's procurement method is not used now 
- we now know the authorities' rights, it's enough to climb the bins, and 
if they go to the barns to look, there will be a pitchfork to plant in the 
side." 


Lgovskiy district. In the village. The bagpipes of the Rylsky district are 
well-to-do, with 500 poods each. and more surpluses (most of them still 
have their bread in the stacks not threshed), they refuse to hand them 
over to the state producers: “We do not need money, the authorities 
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have no goods, and bread is gold. Spring will come, bread will rise in 
price to 6-7 rubles. for a pood, the bellies of the poor will tighten, then 
we will sell something and besides, then they will talk to us differently. 


" 


Tambov district. In with. The prosperous Sulak of the Kirsanovsky 
District refused to participate in the “red wagon train”, declaring: “Not 
only will I not bring you bread, but I will tell other peasants of my 
village not to carry it either. Enough to deceive the peasants. The entire 
policy of the Soviet government rests on the peasants’ necks. Let the 
workers bring the goods themselves, then we will tell them the price for 
our bread, the price - which is beneficial to us, and not to the Soviet 
regime. " 


Salsky district (SKK). Fist s. Razvilnoe stubbornly refuses to hand over 
its surplus to the state: "I will not take bread into cooperation as long as 
there is an opportunity to sell it on the private market." 


In with. Watering kulaks say: "Since the voluntary procurement and 
delivery of grain to the state, we will not bring bread to him, and if 
extraordinary measures are taken, then let him take the power by force, 
and the manufactory will not extract bread from us." 


Armavir district. Wealthy Cossack stts. Fearless, on the issue of 
exporting grain, said: “Since there is no forced unloading of grain, you 
do not need to succumb to the agitation of the communists and hand 
over bread to them. Better to let our bread perish, but we won't give it 
away. If we all together would take up and refuse to surrender bread, 
then we would be given as much for bread as we want - after all, we are 
the owners of our own bread. " 


Omsk District (Siberia). Fist s. Gankovka of Pavlograd region has not 
threshed bread collected from 4 dessiatines in ricks. Until now, he has 
not surrendered a single pound to the state. 


In the Ust-Zaastrovsky village council of the Achairsky district there 
are 3 kulaks with 2000 poods each. bread everyone, categorically refuse 
to hand over bread. 


Kansk district. In the village. Krutovo, prosperous 
villages. Aleksandrovka N.-Ingoshevsky district in order to keep the 
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bread from surrendering to the state, they keep the bread not threshed 
- in stacks. 


Kuznetsk district. Fists der. They sold 1-2 cows to pay the agricultural 
tax, refusing to export grain: "There is nowhere to rush - we will wait 
until there is money." 


Achinsk district. Prosperous village Preobrazhenka of Tyazhinsky 
district sold hemp oil in payment of agricultural tax, and keeps bread - 
rye and oats - unmilled. 


Rubtsovsky district. Kulaki village Livestock, wool and _ other 
agricultural products are sold in payment of the agricultural tax and 
other payments, without touching their grain reserves. 


Fist s. Polovinsky Rubtsovskiy district, a malicious non-delivery person 
of bread, put on a black board by the village council, continues to 
stubbomly not hand over his surplus: “I didn’t carry a single pound 
and I don’t think about carrying it any further. If the Soviet government 
needs bread, let it rake it out by itself, but I will not take it out. " 


Barabinsky district. In the village. Pavlovka, Kupinsky District, a 
kulak, which has large reserves of grain since 1926, stubbornly refuses 
to hand over its surplus to the state producers: “If the Soviet 
government has the right to do so, let them take my reserves, at least I 
will know that my bread has been taken away ". 


b) Agitation against the export of grain 


Lgovskiy district (TsCHO). In the village. Myasnyankino of the 
Ivanenkovsky district, the prosperous one, speaking at a general 
meeting, agitated: "Do not take bread to the bunkers, let these idiot 
communists die of hunger, they must all be choked so that they do not 
ride on our back." 


Don District (SKK). In with. Prosperous Bataysk, opposing the export 
of grain, said: “Why do the peasants give up sowing grain? Here are 
1925-1926. nobody knew about grain procurements, and taxes were 
affordable, but now those who have a good farm are subject to 
unbearable taxes and bread is pumped out, so everyone is trying to 
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reduce their farm. ' 
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At the plenum of the Azov City Council on the issue of collective grain 
export, the well-to-do spoke: "They only take from us, but they do not 
give us anything in return.” "There is no profit in handing over grain to 
the cooperatives when they do not supply us with goods,” etc. 


c) Anti-Soviet agitation 


Sumy district (Ukraine). Fist s. The debtor is conducting a systematic 
agitation against the delivery of grain: "With its grain procurements, 
the Soviet government will drive us all to the next world - there is no 
need to export grain to the state, let the rulers swell a little without 
bread, otherwise they began to oppress us worse than under Nicholas." 


Dnepropetrovsk district. The well-to-do of Pavlograd region, 
regarding the export of bread to state producers, say: “The villagers 
would rather show the pitchfork than take out the bread. The 
authorities are painfully conceited, and the rulers themselves, receiving 
a good salary, make the villagers die of hunger, in fact, the time has 
come to show them the pitchfork. " 


Luhansk district. Fists with. Khrustalnoye is agitating: “Soon we will 
strangle the communists - it's enough to rob the people. They took 
everything from the peasants and brought them to the point that there 
is no bread or fodder. " 


Kharkov district. Fist s. Orelki (a former church headman), using the 
discontent of the poor with the supply of goods only for bread, agitates 
among them: “Why do you need the authorities now - when you had 
bread, then you were good, but now you sit naked and barefoot. The 
authorities will wait for the peasants to start persecuting them.” 


In addition, in the Poltava, Chernigov, Cherkassk, Kryvyi Rih and other 
districts, the anti-Soviet agitation of the kulaks boils down to the 
following: "Wake up, it will be late today or tomorrow" (Cherkasy 
district). “We need to change our minds already - down with the 
cement basements, where they put us for failure to deliver bread on 
time. Peasants be friends, it’s enough to endure - the work has begun” 
(Poltava district). "Never mind, the end of everything will come soon, 
do not be discouraged, comrades, then we will show how to take bread 
from the peasants" (Krivoy Rog district). 
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Armavir District (SKK). Fist-Cossack stts. Voznesenskoy says: “Now 
we have lived - there is money, but there is nothing to buy - even if you 
walk naked and barefoot. I'm tired of this puppet comedy. Do they 
really think to reign for a long time, torment the people - after all, the 
further, the worse it becomes and the lack of everything increases. “? 


Another kulak spoke out: "We see that things are getting worse and we 
have to be surprised that the Soviet regime has held out so far - it is time 
for it to fail." 


Don district. The kulak of the Chebachi farm said: “Before we beat the 
poor, but now we will take them by not giving them bread - let them 
rely on their own KKOVs, from which they will howl wolves in the 
spring”. 


d) Disruption by fists of meetings and organizations of “red carts” 


Stalin District (Ukraine). In with. Makiivka as a result of the agitation 
of the kulaks, the meeting convened by the village council on the issue 
of grain export did not take place. 


Poltava district. The convened meetings on the issue of grain 
procurement in the village. Yarinovka is systematically thwarted by 
their fists, who themselves, without speaking openly, act through a 
group of middle peasants under their influence. 


Kharkov district. The kulaks, opposing the collective delivery of grain, 
agitate among the peasants: “You fools, they are singing to you about 
the collective delivery of grain, and you are gaping. Let the fools carry 
bread with music and flags for themselves, we'll see if they will be given 
bread with music and flags in the spring when they are hungry. " 


Poltava district. The kulaks threaten the middle peasants who donate 
bread to the cooperatives: "Now you are handing over bread, and in the 
spring you come to me to borrow bread - I won't give you, then let the 
state supply you." 


In Umansk, Poltava and other districts, under the influence of the 
agitation of the kulaks, the collective delivery of grain did not take 
place. The middle peasants opposed the delivery of grain, referring to 
the fact that "we do not know what will happen in the spring." 
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Tara District (Siberia). In with. Samokhvalovka of the Muromtsevsky 
District, kulaks and prosperous people who had crawled into the poor 
peasants’ meetings, opposed the export of bread: "We have no bread, 
but in the cooperatives they give pennies for bread - it is better to wait 
for spring, when the price of bread is decent," proposed to stop grain 
procurement. This proposal caused confusion. Part of the poor people 
opposed this proposal, another part left the meeting with their kulaks, 
as a result the meeting was disrupted. 


Refusals of millers to hand over the harnets fee 


Kursk District (TsCHO). In the village. Bykanovo, Oboyansky District, 
on the proposal of the authorized Oboyansky City Production 
Association, the millers, led by a kulak, categorically refused to 
conclude an agreement for the delivery of the garnets tax. After a 
detour by the commissioner, the miller (kulak) gathered a meeting of 
millers in the house of another miller, which was attended by 7 millers, 
and a decision was made: "Do not give bread, refuse to conclude 
contracts, until the closure of the mills." 


Rossoshansk district. In sl. Livenka, Losevsky District, out of 10 mills, 
eight are completely closed, as their owners refused to conclude 
contracts for the delivery of garnets tax. 


In November 1928, the chairman of the Belgorod PO of the Pavlovsky 
District, concluded an agreement with private millers for the delivery 
of the garnets tax. Due to the fact that the agreement set too favorable 
conditions for the millers, in January 1929 the representative of the 
Pavlovsk Regional Executive Committee proposed to the millers to 
renegotiate the agreements, but the latter, among 15 people, mostly 
wealthy, categorically refused to renegotiate the agreements. 


Lgovskiy district. In the villages of B.-Ugony, Klisheno and Sugrovo, 
eight owners of windmills - kulaks categorically refused to conclude 
contracts for the delivery of the garnets tax, referring to the fact that the 
peasants do not grind them. In fact, these mills regularly operate every 
night. 


Minusinsk District (Siberia). There is a weak coverage of the contracts 
of the owners of the mills for the delivery of the garnets fee. The 
contracts were not concluded for at least 36,000 poods. harntsevoy 
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collection. In addition, the income of the garnets tax is very weak 
already under the concluded contracts. So, out of 212,000 poods. of the 
gamets tax due to be received in the district, only 37,000 poods were 
received. (17.5%). 


Shortcomings in the work of the grassroots Soviet apparatus 
a) Inactivity of procurers 


Kozlovsky district (TsCHO). In with. Shekhman grain procurements 
are poor, a member of the OKRIK who came from the Kozlov Okrug 
Executive Committee does not carry out any work to strengthen the 
procurements, he never went to the places and has no connection with 
the peasantry. 


Tambov district. In with.Sampur Sampur region, an agricultural 
credit partnership sent its representatives to village councils in order to 
strengthen procurement. One of them, without doing any work on the 
ground, returned back with the minutes of the peasants’ meetings about 
the refusal to export grain. 


Oryol District. Employees of Verkhovsky "Soyuzkhleb" still do not go 
to places. Checking the receipts of the garnets collection from the 
millers is not carried out, as a result, the bread comes by gravity. 


Kharkiv District (Ukraine). The chairman of the Tsaredvorinsky 
village council of the Lozovsky district does not take any part in grain 
procurements, arguing that "you cannot quarrel with the villagers, you 
will have to work among the villagers, so you need to live peacefully 
with them." A similar attitude of the chairman of the Orekhovsky 
village council, who said: "It is better not to bother yourself and not to 
touch people." The chairman of the Veselovsky village council of the 
Lipetsk region, on the need to strengthen grain procurements, said: "Is 
it really possible to go around the yards and extort 1-2 poods, it is better 
to withdraw your surplus." 


Luhansk district. The board of the Georgievsky EPO issued a 
resolution stating that "the villagers have no surplus." 


The chairman of the board of the Stepanovskiy EPO does not come to 
work for several days, does not convene meetings on the issue of grain 
procurements, conducting, together with members of the board, 
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agitation against grain procurements, declaring: "Where can I carry out 
procurements here when the peasant does not have grain." 


Kamensky District (Siberia). Prevof the board of Gonokhovo 
Zavyalovskiy district (member of the CPSU) does not take any 
measures to revive the procurements, declaring: "There is still a lot of 
time, we will still have time to prepare bread - the men will bring it 
themselves, so there is no need to walk around the village and agitate 
for the export of bread." 


Minusinsk district. The chairman of the Kavkat village council of the 
Minusinsky district refuses to participate in the work on grain 
procurement, saying: "What do I care about grain procurements, there 
are cooperative workers, even if they are engaged in this business, but 
Ihave enough to do without it." 


b) Peasant and decadent moods of workers of the procurement Soviet 
apparatus 


Tulchinsky district (Ukraine). The chairman of the Savchenkovsky 
EPO, regarding the strengthening of procurements, says: “Is it possible 
to rob the villagers, demanding that they return bread at a fixed price - 
73 kopecks, when at the bazaar the price is 3 rubles. and more than that, 
the villagers cannot get manufactories at a cheap price. " 


Glukhovsky district. Chairman of the CNS s. Lizunovka N.-Selersky 
district at a general meeting of shareholders made the following 
agitation: "You should not hand over bread to state producers, then for 
one pood of bread they will give three pairs of soles." 


Barabinsky District (Siberia). In the Kreshchensky Production 
Association of the Mikhailovsky District, the workers of the 
procurement apparatus do not take any measures to revive the blanks, 
citing the impossibility of fulfilling the plan: “They gave a plan for the 
blanks, but they were not able to fulfill it, but they were forced to carry 
it out, in the barns, or whatever. 


Omsk District. The Bialystok Production Association of the Odessa 
region, the procurers are in a depressed mood: "The plans for grain 
procurement are beyond our strength, no matter what we do, we 
cannot fulfill our plans." 
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The chairman of the Slavic Credit Partnership (member of the CPSU), 
regarding the strengthening of grain procurements, said: "Further 
pressure on grain procurements is useless, the peasants do not have 
bread and one must be an idiot to take bread to a cooperative when it 
is 3-4 times more expensive in the bazaar." 


Slavgorodsky district. At st. Burla N.-Alekseevsky district of the pre- 
village council at all meetings makes a statement that "the peasants 
have no grain and nothing to hand over." 


Tara district. The Novo-Yagodinskoye Production Association, which 
signed an agreement for the procurement of about 1000 poods of grain 
forage, did not procure a single pood. In this regard, the chairman of 
the PO says: "Although the agreement has been concluded, we will not 
surrender a single pound, they will not be shot for this." 


Similar sentiments are observed among workers of the procurement 
and Soviet apparatus and in other districts (Minusinsky, Rubtsovsky, 
etc.). 


c) Trends of purveyors to resume emergency measures 


Barabinsky District (Siberia). In the village Golubkovsky, 
Mikhailovsky District, PO workers are passive about blanks, declaring: 
"The time will come, we will apply the 107th article, but now there is 
nothing to worry about." 


Minusinsk district. In with. Berezovki of the Kuraginsky district, an 
instructor of the agricultural trade union, regarding the strengthening 
of grain procurements, said: “We need to make sure that the wool flew 
from the peasants - it’s not business with them to squander because of 
grain, and if they are not lucky, then we have Article 107 for them. 


d) Application of methods of administrative pressure by procurers 


Kozlovsky district (TsCHO). In with. Navels of the Sosnovy region, at 
a general meeting of peasants on the issue of increasing the export of 
grain, the head of the base of the regional union, a member of the CPSU 
(b), who, when asked who he was, shouted: "I will arrest all of you now 
and chase to Kozlov." When he started talking about the export of grain 
present said: "Bread does not ask for threats and a kind word, and the 
head of raybazoy behaves like a policeman" 92. Having heard this, the 
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head. the base began to threaten the meeting: "I will put you all out of 
here tomorrow.” As a result, most of those present left the meeting, and 
the issue of exporting bread was thwarted. 


In the same district in the village. Nikolskoe of the Khvorostyansky 
District, the grain procurement officer, spoke at a general meeting of 
peasants: “Tf the peasants don’t carry grain voluntarily, then we will be 
forced to inspect the barns and, if any surplus is found, put the owners 
on trial and deprive them of the right to vote.” After the meeting, the 
delegate summoned 8 middle peasants to the village council, who were 
offered to take out 20-25 poods each. of bread. To the objections of some 
middle peasants that they did not have bread, in which they have a 
certificate from the village council, the authorized representative said: 
“There should be no refusals to export grain. If you do not want to take 
out the bread voluntarily, then give me a subscription in this, then I will 
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know how to deal with you. ' 


Kursk district. In with. Chekmarevka, Oboyanskiy district, authorized 
by the Cossack agricultural company, speaking at a general meeting of 
citizens on the export of grain, said: “If you don’t voluntarily carry 
bread to the state, then the Soviet government and the party will apply 
extraordinary measures and are much more “convincing” than those 
used in the past. year, namely: armed detachments will be expelled to 
the village”. After this speech, shouts were heard from those present: 
"We have no bread, let the troops come and take our last bread." 


Mariupol district (Ukraine). In with. In Novo-Petrovka, the RIK's 
representative for grain procurement summons wealthy and strong 
middle peasants to the village council and intimidates them with the 
fact that "if they don’t hand over bread voluntarily, it will be taken by 
force, since the state will not allow workers to starve. 


Chernihiv district. In with. Avdeevka, when conducting self-taxation, 
self-taxation was accepted at a rate of 20% to the tax 
assessment. Representatives of the district who came to the village 
insisted on accepting self-taxation in the amount of 40% and arrested 
the peasants who voted for 20% taxation. 


Kharkov district. Chuguevskaya fininspektura selects flour exported 
by peasants to the bazaar, which is then handed over at fixed prices to 
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PO. The selection of flour is carried out without clarifying the social 
status of the villagers and the source of its acquisition. 


Pervomaisky District. In with. Arbuzinki, Blagodatnovsky district, the 
party cell, the village committee of Vserabotzemles and representatives 
of the cooperative organized a raid at the bazaar in order to seize people 
who buy bread for speculation. One of the members of Vserabotzemles 
was detained with a supply of wheat (30-40 poods). On the offer of a 
member of the Vserabotzemles union to the owner of the wheat supply 
to go to the village council, the latter refused and tried to leave. With 
the help of a policeman and one farm laborer, she was detained, and in 
order to prevent her from leaving, the policeman began to unharness 
the horses. A crowd gathered at the place where the carts were detained 
and outraged by the actions of the policeman, tried to deal with the 
above persons. Shouts were heard from the crowd: "Beat them, until 
when will they drink our blood, you need to kill all the regional and 
rural authorities - then it will be easier to live." The kulaks of the 
Chervonny Yar farm were especially active.One of them, taking 
advantage of the crowd's attack, hit the farm laborer, while the others 
tried to disarm the policeman. A member of the Blagodatnovsky RIK 
who was present there jumped into the sleigh and tried to persuade the 
crowd to disperse, but shouts from the crowd were heard: "Hit him," 
and the RIK member was pulled from the sleigh, and his fur coat was 
torn. Taking advantage of the confusion, the aforementioned kulaks 
and the son of the kulak s. Lyubanovka, deprived of election rights, 
drove the horses. When the carriage left, the crowd began to disperse, 
and in the conversation the villagers expressed regret that the 
Spirtotrest store was closed, because “if the store had not been closed, 
it would not have been so”, “if all the village and regional authorities 
had been killed, then life would be better. " 


Armavir District (SKK). Representatives of the Temirgoevsky 
agricultural partnership, purchasing bread in stts. Tenginskaya 
Kurganensky district, they intimidate the peasants with the fact that "all 
the same bread will be taken away soon and only 10 poods will be left 
for the eater, so it is better to donate bread voluntarily" On this basis, 
the poor raised the question of a petition not to take away the bread 
from the poor. 
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A similar situation takes place in S. Uspensky, Armavir district, where 
the procurers tell the peasants: "Bring bread now, otherwise, I will tell 
you a secret, last year's events cannot be avoided." 


Donskoy district 93. Authorized RIC in the village. Port Canton said at 
a general meeting of peasants: "If we ask the poor to donate the surplus, 
then we will take all the bread from the kulak, not even leaving it for 
seeds." 


The Novo-Rogovsky village council of the Mechetinsky district made a 
record of the presence of grain surpluses in farms and the amount of 
grain handed over according to receipts in 9 quarters of the village and 
5 farms. 


A similar thing took place in the Cavalier village council, where 
members of the village council walked around the apartments and 
wrote down the surplus on the farms. In one quarter, a member of the 
village council "organized" a collective export of 600 poods from such 
surpluses. " 


In stts. Mishkinsky Novocherkassk region at a general meeting of 
peasants personally invited to individual owners to take out a certain 
amount of grain. When the peasant refuses, the question is put to a vote, 
after which the farmer has no right to refuse to export." In this way, not 
only the wealthy, but also the middle peasants are forced to export 


grain. 


Minusinsk District (Siberia). Secretary of the VKP cell in the 
village. Shoshino of the Minusinsk region, being authorized by the RIK 
for grain procurement, threatened the wealthy: “If you don’t hand over 
bread to the cooperatives soon, keep in mind that next year we will take 
off your agricultural tax 2-3 times more than today”. 


The chairman of the Bugurtak village council threatened the middle 
peasant: "Whoever will not hand over bread to the cooperatives will be 
punished here on the spot, we will not send any authorized 
representatives from the RIK, equally punishment for the delay in 
bread is given to places." 


Irkutsk District. In with. B.-Goly, the accountant of the Malyshevsky 
PO, a member of the All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks, 
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speaking at a general meeting of shareholders on the export of grain, 
said: “We will wait a little longer if the peasants don’t bring bread to 
the cooperatives. Then you will have to resort to the 107th article, then 
there will be no mercy to anyone”. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU V. Kucherov 


Table strike movement at the enterprises of state industry of the 
USSR for 1928 December city of - 1929 January city of 


Total Lost 
., [participa fman- 
Ints days 
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* In the document, the total is incorrect, 3031 follows. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU V. Kucherov 
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Review of the political state of the USSR in February 1929 
Top secret 
March 28, 1929 


At the same time, an overview of the political state of the USSR for the 
month of February 1929 is being transmitted. The review is compiled 
on the basis of data from the Information and Secret departments of the 
OGPU. 


This survey, in view of its top-secret nature, should be kept on par with 
the code. Making copies and making extracts is not allowed in any case. 


The PP of the OGPU and the heads of the provincial and regional 
departments of the OGPU can give an overview for reading to the 
secretaries of the regional committees, provincial committees, regional 
committees and the Bureau of the Central Committee of the CPSU (b). 


When reviewing 2 applications and one table. 

Deputy Chairman of the OGPU Trilisser 

Head of the Information Department of the OGPU Alekseev 
[Workers] 

Food difficulties 


In cities and industrial regions that have not yet switched to the 
standardized supply of bread to the population, preparatory work was 
carried out in February to switch to supply according to intake books 
and certain norms; for anumber of large industrial regions, norms were 
set reduced compared to January. 


In Tula, the following norms have been established: a family of 2 people 
receives 1.1 kg of bread, a family of 4 people - 2.1 kg. 


In the Kostroma province. workers receive 8 kg of standard 80% flour 
and a kilogram of rye bread, a family of workers - 8 kg of flour per eater 
per month, employees - 10 kg, their families and other working 
population - 6 kg. 
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Workers of the Yaroslavl province. receive 12 kg of flour a month, 
family members of workers, artisans, employees and their families 
receive 6 kg. 


In the district towns of the Tula province. the norms are as follows: in 
the mountains. Odoyeva - 300 g of wheat bread per share. In the 
mountains. Until February 10, Efremov was given 100 g of white and 
200 g of black bread per person per day, from February 10, due to the 
lack of rye flour, they began to issue exclusively white bread at 400 g 
per person. 


The norms have also been reduced for workers of textile factories in 
Ivanovo-Voznesensk province. Miners in Ukraine have fixed quotas: 2 
¥% pounds for a worker, 2 pounds for an employee, and a pound for 
family members (Rykovsky mine). 


In February, the queues for bread increased significantly. The urban 
population, having learned about the introduction of sampling books, 
began to present an increased demand for bread, buying it in stock. The 
demand for grain has also increased on the part of peasants, consuming 
and non-fertile regions, who come to cities for grain. 


At the end of February in Kharkov there were lines from 300 to 600 
people and in some shops up to 1000 people. On February 3, there were 
lines of up to 500 people in Baku. In Moscow, in the last days of 
February, queues up to 100-200 people. In Sevastopol up to 400-500 
people. In Novocherkassk there are 500-600 people. 


Significant queues are also in small county towns of the Bryansk 
province. (up to 300 people), in Kazan - 200-300 people, in Khabarovsk 
300-400 people. Due to food difficulties, there were several strikes in 
February. The workers demanded an increase in the supply of grain. Of 
particular note is the strike of the workers of the Vyshne-Volotskaya 
district, which was renewed three times. 


Workers-carpenters of the Svirsky construction (800 people) and 
workers of the Krasnaya Polyana factory in Ivanovo-Voznesensk 
province were on strike. (30 people), at the Vyshne-Volotskaya 
monastery in Tver province. - 200 people. There were also several cases 
of absenteeism and departure from work during working hours of 
significant groups of workers. 
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On February 18, at the Rykovsky mine, 300 workers did not go to work 
(Stalin's district) due to a decrease in the norms for giving out bread. 


At mine No. 1-2 of the Khrustalsky Ore Administration (Lugansk 
District), there are also massive absenteeism due to the fact that workers 
have to stand in line for bread. 


Some of the workers employed in the forestry operations of the KOPR 
(Tatrespublika) quit their jobs due to the Central Regional Committee's 
refusal to supply them with bread. 


In connection with food difficulties, there were several conflicts in the 
queues, the participants of which were mainly the wives of workers and 
ordinary people. 


On February 16 and 18, a group of citizens of the mountains. Ustyuzhna 
(Cherepovets District), who were denied a bread ration, 50-60 people, 
headed by two anti-Soviet persons (handicraftsman Sergeev, the son of 
a merchant Ukladnikov), went to the Regional Electoral Commission 
and to the board of the city PO with a demand for bread. There was an 
attempt to arrange a meeting of citizens who did not receive bread to 
discuss the issue of sending delegates to Moscow. The meeting did not 
take place, the initiators were arrested. 


In the mountains. Suline (SKK) On February 19, an unemployed 
worker, having gathered a group of workers standing in line, about 30 
people, tried to beat the chairman of the board of the Rabkoop in order 
to provoke a speech. Pre-beat the seller of the stall and broke the scales 
(arrested). 


In Kharkov, there were also cases when people standing in line tried to 
beat up cooperative workers. The same is in Khabarovsk. On February 
12, those in line (about 300 people) broke down the iron grate in the 
door, the crowd tried to break into the bakery. 


The workers are strongly displeased with the sale of poor-quality, with 
an admixture of surrogates, poorly baked bread. With the cessation of 
the sale of flour to the population, the load on bakeries and bakeries has 
significantly increased, which has led to a deterioration in bakery. The 
workers indicate that "bread with a large admixture of bran", "bread 
contains straw, chips and other rubbish" (mine No. 8, Lugansk district). 
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In Tula, in one of the shops on February 22, a line of 300 people refused 
to buy bread because it was poorly baked. 


In Kharkov, on February 4, over 700 poods of bread were spoiled at the 
bakery, because instead of 3 % poods of yeast, 7 pounds of dry yeast 
were released. The administration ordered to send bread to bakeries, 
declaring: "Nothing, there is no bread in the city, let's put it on sale, and 
this one will be eaten." On February 11, 1800 poods of bread were 
spoiled at the same bakery (the flour was delivered poor-quality - from 
sprouted grain). Due to the fact that the bread is poorly baked, it soon 
becomes moldy. There have been several cases of customers bringing 
bread back to the bakery, demanding an exchange. 


Dirty personnel in cooperative organizations 


Some workers in the grassroots cooperative network are spreading 
rumors about a lack of food, a decrease in the supply of bread and an 
impending aggravation of food difficulties. 


The material on the personnel of the grassroots consumer cooperation 
in Leningrad, Moscow and Moscow Gubernia, in Tula and in the 
Artyomovsk District (Ukraine) indicates a significant contamination of 
it with a clearly alien element: former traders, former white officers, 
former police officers, manufacturers, large embezzlers, etc. In most 
cases, they occupy responsible leadership positions in co-organizations, 
often in the trade and procurement apparatus, which during food and 
commodity difficulties creates favorable conditions for all kinds of 
abuse and distortion of the co-operative line. 


In a number of cooperatives in Moscow and Moscow 
province. significant contamination is noted - the presence of former 
large traders, former officers, former policemen, 
embezzlers; individuals are deprived of voting rights. 


So, head. department store number 17 - the son of the chief of police 4, 
a former white officer. Head haberdashery department of department 
store No. 10 - a former large trader, had his own haberdashery shops. In 
department store number 9 head. headwear department - a former 
merchant, had his own shops and headwear workshops. 
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In shop No. 9 of the Bauman region, former merchants are the heads of 
a number of departments. In shop No. 18 (Zam [Oskvoretsky] district), 
the manager, a former large trader, had his own butcher shops. In shop 
number 26, the manager, former officer, pom. The manager is a former 
large trader, both get drunk and sell goods to friends for free. Shop No. 
91 has a manager, a former large trader who had several grocery stores 
and beer shops. The head of department store No. 3 of the 
Krasnopresnenskiy district, the head of the meat and gastronomic 
department in the Kommunar cooperative are former traders, deprived 
of voting rights. 


Artyomovskiy district (Ukraine). In the Shcherbinovsky working 
village cooperative work: 1) a large trader, had 10 butcher shops in 
Artemovsk, was deprived of election rights, but was subsequently 
restored, is a member of the trade union, 2) the head of a butcher shop, 
recently had his own shop, is currently an unofficial partner with his 
relative, 3) the manager of stall No. 6 previously worked at the "South 
Mine" of the Ore Dzerzhinsky by the seller, was removed from work 
for shortcuts and a body kit for workers. 


Leningrad. Moscow-Narva_ workers’ cooperative. According to a 
sample survey of 558 employees of M [Oskovsko] -N [arvsky] Rabkoop 
stores (a total of 2569 people in the stores of the Moscow-Narva 
cooperative), workers - 6 people, former burghers - 151 (27%), former 
nobles, officers, merchants, police - 32 (6%). Major abuses of some 
workers of the workers’ cooperative were discovered - illegal 
distribution of orders for fabrics, supply of private traders with 
manufactory. 


On August 3, at a general meeting of stall managers and sellers of the 
Klinsky market, one of the participants in the meeting made the 
following statement: “We have been stealing and we will continue to 
steal, since we are not paid much. If we, butchers, go on strike, then 
such specialists as we will not be found. " The deputy chairman of the 
meeting, who was present at the meeting, did not object to him. 


The trade union organization did not agree with the decision of the 
board of the cooperative on the dismissal of three workers of the 
cooperative who built good houses in the village, in the opinion of the 
peasants "at the expense of collateral income from the cooperative." 
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Tula. Employees of some of the Central Regional Committee's 
manufacturing shops (some of them were former large traders, 
manufacturers and employees of manufacturing firms) had 
connections with private traders, selling them manufactured goods in 
unlimited quantities. In addition to selling goods to private traders, 
shopkeepers and shop managers of the CRC measured the members of 
the cooperative, selling goods with a premium, the worst grades of 
fabric were sold for the best, defective goods were sold as complete, etc. 
As a result, many of them had 200-300 rubles each.a month of 
additional "earnings".Some of the salespeople and shop managers 
bought their houses for 4-5 thousand rubles, bought home furnishings 
for 1,000 or more rubles. 


Revision of norms and rates 


At a number of enterprises in the metal and leather industry of 
Leningrad, at the cotton factories of Ivanovo-Voznesensk province. and 
individual factories and factories of Ukraine, immediately after the 
conclusion of collective agreements, a revision of prices and norms 
began. 


In some cases, the revision of tariffs is associated with a decrease in the 
general wage fund and with a noticeable decrease in wages for 
significant groups of workers (the reduction in prices ranges from 10 to 
50-60%). 


A large percentage of the reduction in wages is explained in most cases 
by an incorrect installation in the work on re-tariffing on the part of 
individual tariff authorities (a number of cases were noted when the 
maximum possible norms are taken as a basis, completely unchecked 
by timing, arbitrariness is allowed in calculating prices, the revision is 
carried out immediately in a number of workshops instead of , in order 
to carry it out throughout the year and in workshops where it is caused 
by technical necessity, etc.). 


As a result, workers’ discontent in some cases took sharp forms 
("Italians", a decrease in labor productivity, tendencies towards the 
departure of individual highly qualified workers, the submission of 
group applications, etc.). At the same time, the relationship between 
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workers and the administration (especially with the rationers) has 
become aggravated. 


Salary cut conflicts 


The largest number of conflicts in February, in connection with the 
revision of norms and prices, was noted at the enterprises of 
Leningrad. Fermentation arose at the Leningrad leather factories 
("Skorokhod", "Proletarian Victory” and "Marxist"). 


At the factory "Proletarian Victory" on February 25, a group of workers 
from the wood-heeled department was "Italian". In the machine- 
peasant * shop, labor productivity has fallen sharply. 


At the Marxist leather factory on February 26, due to the forthcoming 
reduction in prices, the workers of planting shop ® worked all day with 
reduced intensity. 


On February 28, at the Skorokhod factory, workers of the welting 
department * were “Italian” (they went from department to 
department, discussing the issue of lowering prices). On the same day, 
a group of women workers from this factory tried to arrange a meeting, 
which was prevented by the intervention of the factory organizations. 


Similar sentiments were noted at some metal plants in Leningrad 
(Bolshevik, | Economizer, Kalinin No. 4, Gosoptichesky, 
Svetlana). Workers’ dissatisfaction is intensifying due to the fact that 
the MA in some cases, even now, at the stage of preparatory work, is 
carrying out a sharp reduction in prices.In addition, factory 
organizations do not provide any clarification on the issue of re- 
tariffing. 


At the "Economizer" plant, workers in the cutting workshop ” 
deliberately do not work out the norm, the workshops are 
overwhelmed with untreated casting. 


At the State Optical Plant, individual turners express their intention to 
leave production (two highly qualified turners have already taken the 
calculation), the established norms are not accurate. The issue of new 
rules is referred to arbitration %. 


93 


At the plant "Svetlana", in connection with the re-tariffication, on 
February 22, 25 female employees of the amplification department were 
announced against receipt of their transfer from the 3rd to [2nd] 
category; those who did not want to sign were announced to be 
dismissed with the issuance of a 2-week allowance, as redundant. Since 
most of the workers refused to sign, the administration ordered not to 
allow these workers to work. After the intervention of the Party 
organization, some members of the Party agreed to start work on new 
conditions. At this plant, it is planned to transfer another group of 40 
women workers to the lower ranks. The workers are in a tense 
mood. The conversations were noted: "It is necessary to arrange 
bagpipes *, then, perhaps, it will work sooner." 


At the cotton factories of the Ivanovo-Voznesensk province. the 
discontent of groups of workers is caused by the fact that the 
administration, using the instruction available in the tariff guide to 
reduce wages by 25 kopecks. for workers, whose earnings exceed the 
legal earnings of 50%, he fully deducts 25 kopecks from a number of 
workers. despite the fact that their extra earnings are 2-4% more than 
normal, thus cutting back on their basic earnings. 


On this basis, strikes took place in some factories (Shagov Weaving 
Factory - Vichugsky District and B. Kokhomskaya m-ra). February 8 at 
the Weaving factory named after Shagova, a group of 100 first-shift 
workers went on strike.On February 9, at the same factory, 
dissatisfaction with the cut in wages gripped 1,200 second-shift 
workers. 


B. Kohomskoy m-D February 12 stopped work small groups of workers 
(26 skladalschikov !° and 8 obshivalnits) after master told them to 
reduce earnings by 17 kopecks. per day, as for those with extra earnings 
over 50% of the tariff rate 1. The workers started working in 2 hours. 20 
minutes, when the director and representatives of party and trade 
organizations, who came to the shop, promised to clarify the issue of 
the procedure for using the tariff guide. Among the strikers was a party 


member. 


On February 15 at the same factory for the same reason a group of 
female workers (5 people) of ! carding machines left their machines 
for the same reason, did not work for 1 hour. The factory committee did 
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not provide explanations on the use of the tariff guide. The 
administration intends to issue "a reprimand to the workers for the 
unauthorized termination of work." 


Strike moods and bagpipes, in connection with distortions during the 
re-tariffication, were noted at anumber of Kharkov enterprises. In some 
cases, the norms and prices are posted in the shops without being 
approved by the RKK (factory named after Kutuzov, GEZ No. 1, factory 
Kofok No. 1, etc.). 


At the f-ke them. Kutuzov, after the prices and norms that were not 
agreed with the trade unionists were posted in the shops, sharp 
discontent arose among the groups of workers.Since the party 
members and Komsomol members working at the factory did not know 
anything about the new rates and prices, they could not explain the 
question to the workers. When one of the workers tried to call one of 
the members of the factory committee by phone, the head. the factory 
did not allow her to do this, and the director of the factory, to whom 
this worker came, told her: "There is no need to raise panic, since this 
issue will be dealt with at RKK." The female workers said: “We used to 


earn up to 4 rubles. per day, and now at new rates - 2 rubles. 70 kopecks. 
Note 
* So, in the document 


Workers’ attitude to the administration and _ trade-union 
organizations in connection with re-tariffication 


At some enterprises, in connection with the re-tariffication, there is a 
hostile attitude of workers towards the trade unionists. At some 
meetings, statements were made: "We do not trust the Zavkom." The 
dissatisfaction is intensified due to the fact that most of the applications 
submitted by workers for revision of norms and rates are not allowed 
in their favor. In Leningrad, out of 51 applications considered at the 
RKK Parusinovaya factory in favor of the workers, only 16 were 
allowed, at the “Proletarian Victory” factory out of 30 applications 
submitted in favor of the workers, only three were allowed. In some 
cases, a sharply hostile attitude of workers towards the rationers was 
noted (there were attempts to beat the rationers, threats to take them 
out ina wheelbarrow 1, etc.). 
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At the Bolshevik metal plant (Leningrad), the standard setter instead of 
50 kopecks. appointed 25 kopecks for the item. One worker intended to 
hit the rationer with a hammer. A general workshop meeting convened 
on the same day (February 14) demanded that the rationing agent be 
removed from work. In the tractor workshop of the same plant, a note 
was posted with a threat to the address of the rationer - "go away, 
otherwise we will roll out in a wheelbarrow." 


At the plant them. Kalinin (Leningrad), one worker tried to hit the 
standardizer with a wrench. Among the workers on the evening shift, 
there was talk about the need to convene an illegal meeting, at which it 
was decided "either to remove the rationer, or to declare a mass 
dismissal." The rationer, despite the fact that the revision of prices 
should be completed by September 25 this year., already now, at the 
stage of preparatory work, sharply reduces prices. 


Reduction of wages due to new collective agreements 


At a number of enterprises in Moscow and individual enterprises in 
Tula, Nizhny, Tver, Ukraine, mainly at enterprises of the metal, textile 
and chemical industries, there is a decrease in wages under the new 
collective agreement among groups of workers (a decrease in prices in 
some cases by up to 50%, an increase in norms, a severe limitation of 
extra work etc.). This causes discontent among the workers, which in 
many cases is aggravated by the fact that there was no broad 
information about the reduction in wages during the discussion of 
collective agreements and the workers learn about the size of the 
reduction from their pay books 1%, 


Dissatisfaction with the decline in wages at some enterprises takes 
sharp forms ("Italians", tendencies to leave production, submission of 
collective applications demanding a revision of wages, etc.). 


Across Moscow. At the Mytishchensky Carriage Works (GOMZ 1%), the 
salary of a group of highly qualified time workers decreased under the 
new contract on average from 20 to 30 rubles. Having learned about this 
from the pay books, the workers told the head committee: "You 
deceived us when concluding the collective agreement." On February 
14, time workers filed a collective application with the factory 
committee demanding a revision of the permanent 25% extra earnings 
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established for them. Among the workers, conversations were noted: 
"With such payment, we do not think to work, and we will go to other 
factories." 


At the Machine-Building Plant. Ilyich, some workers' earnings fell by 
50% due to a sharp decrease in prices. Some of the workers applied to 
the RKK. Dissatisfaction is intensified by the fact that the signed 
agreement was not discussed by the workers, it was discussed only by 
the cell of the CPSU (b). 


A group of workers from the Kosogorsk plant (Tula), whose wages 
dropped by 16-17 rubles. per month, filed an application with RKK 1% 
demanding to keep the previous rates or dismiss them. On February 7, 
the night shift of the cast iron workers of the blast furnace shop waited 
for the arrival of the morning shift, both shifts announced to the head 
committee: "We will not work until we leave the old prices.” The 
morning shift, returning to the shop, worked with reduced 
intensity. The conflict was eliminated after a partial increase in prices. 


At the plant them. Sverdlova (Kiev district), a group of women workers 
in the packaging department conducted an "Italian" strike (reduced 
output by 40-50%). 


At some enterprises, workers’ dissatisfaction with the reduction of 
wages under the new collective agreement is used by anti-Soviet 
groups for their own purposes (the Kalinin Porcelain Factory, Tver 
Province, Chervonna Guta Glass Factory, Kiev District, Trud Glass 
Factory, Nizhny Novgorod Province. 


At the Porcelain and Faience Factory named after Kalinin's salary under 
the new collective agreement will decrease for 1,500 workers. On 
February 13, at a conference convened to clarify the collective 
agreement, worker Sharabankin (a former member of the CPSU, held a 
number of senior positions for 8 years, was arrested for anti-Soviet 
agitation, was serving a sentence in the Yaroslavl prison) organized a 
group of 30 people, trying to disrupt the conference. Despite the 
group's speech, the conference adopted a resolution to agree with the 
new collective agreement. 


On February 14, the management of the factory, in accordance with the 
decision of the conference, dismissed three workers for beating the 
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rationer. Those dismissed on the initiative of Sharabankin drew up a 
statement addressed to Kalinin (signed by 200 people) and sent it to 
Moscow. Those collecting signatures misled the rest of the workers, 
saying that they were applying for a return to work, while the 
application required to remove the secretary of the party collective and 
the deputy from work. the director of the factory is a nominee. Upon 
learning of this, the workers were greatly outraged. 


At the glass factory "Chervonna Guta" an initiative group of 4 people 
was formed, conducting systematic campaigning for the strike. On 
February 7, among some workers, there was a strike mood (work was 
intermittent), the wages of some groups were reduced by 17%, and 
some up to 40%. The party members working at the plant cannot 
explain the question. 


At the Trud glass factory, in connection with dissatisfaction with the 
reduction in wages under the new collective agreement, a meeting for 
the re-election of the Soviets was disrupted. Two initiators of the 
conflict (one of them is a former member of the CPSU) called their 
meeting to elect delegates to the Central Committee of the Union of 
Chemists 1” on the issue of a collective agreement. This meeting 
delegated the initiators of the conflict to the Union and collected about 
90 rubles for a trip to Moscow. 


Rationalization in the textile industry 


Textile workers’ dissatisfaction with the tightening of the working 
day and the reduction of the labor force 


At a number of textile factories in Leningrad and Ivanovo-Voznesensk 
province. in February, serious dissatisfaction with rationalization 
measures was noted (transition to an increased number of machines 
and sides, acceleration of machines, etc.) in connection with the 
implementation of the industrial financial plan 1 and a decrease in 
production costs by 7%. 


The labor force released after dismissal is partially placed inside 
factories (transferred to auxiliary work), and partially dismissed. 


In some cases, at meetings and conferences devoted to the question of 
the cost of production, workers spoke out against measures to reduce 
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the labor force associated with reducing the cost, it was indicated that 
they would not give "the expected economic effect." In some factories, 
agitation and speeches by anti-Soviet people contributed to the 
aggravation of workers’ discontent. In many cases, clarification from 
the factory organizations was not carried out. 


The attitude of textile workers to compacting work 


The dissatisfaction of groups of workers who are transferred to 
compacted work in separate factories is due to: 1) a slight increase in 
wages during compaction; 2) poor quality of raw materials and 3) lack 
of auxiliary materials, worn-out machine tools and machines. Among 
the groups of workers, there was talk that "many cannot cope with the 
tight work and they will have to leave production." 


At the Krasny Tkach factory (Leningrad), despite the fact that the 
workers are working more intensively than before the transition to 
compacted work, earnings increased by only 2-3 rubles. 


At the f-ke them. Nogina (Leningrad) transferred to 3 machines and 3 
sides say: "When we worked in pairs, we earned more than now." The 
workers point to the poor quality of the raw materials and to a large 
percentage of waste !° causing flaws: "This company, in order to reduce 
the cost, makes a lot of money for the worker, no matter what happens 
by the spring." At the Krasnaya Nit factory (Leningrad), a group of 
female workers of the carding department, learning that they were 
being transferred from 4 to 8 machines, began to threaten a strike, after 
which the administration agreed with the proposal of the workers to 
transfer them from 4 to 6 machines. 


On February 18, at the Equality factory (Leningrad), a group of canvas 
makers from the preparatory department refused to switch to a packed 
job, arguing that their salaries were not increasing. Previously, 17 
canvas makers served 15 machines, now 22. 


At general and delegate meetings and conferences of individual 
factories of Ivanovo-Voznesensk province. when discussing the issue of 
reducing the cost of production and related measures, in some cases, 
resolutions were adopted to welcome this decision, in others, the 
workers opposed and the issue remained open. So, at the production 
meeting of the "Red Line”, no decision was made. 
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Downsizing in the textile industry due to compaction work 


The workers are especially unnerved by the supposed layoffs in 
connection with the rationalization measures.In the factories of 
Ivanovo-Voznesensk province.(mainly in the city of Ivanovo- 
Voznesensk) it is planned to reduce several thousand workers (about 
5000 people). Part of the workers will be transferred to the newly built 
factory "Rabochaya Talka" and the factory under construction at the 
Melange Combine, and only a small part will be sent to the labor 
exchange. Serious dissatisfaction is possible at the Krasnaya Vetka 
factory (Kineshma city) since there will be nowhere for the workers to 
be downsized at this factory. 


A significant surplus of manpower is generated at the Leningrad textile 
factories. 


At the f-ke them. Anisimov, 120 people will be released. At the 
"Rabochy" factory, where in connection with the order of the military- 
technical cooperation to reduce the cost by 14%, a particularly tough 
compaction will be carried out, the surplus of manpower will be about 
700 people. At the f-ke them. Zhelyabov will free 130 people, at the 
factory named after Slutskaya - 100 people, at the "Krasnaya Thread" - 
over 200 people, at the rest of the factories ("Krasny Mayak", "Equality", 
etc.) will be reduced from 30 to 50 people. 


At the f-ke them. Dzerzhinsky's administration intends to pay not a 3- 
month allowance, but a two-week allowance, indicating that the 
reduction is made due to the abolition of certain types of work, and not 


on rationalization. 


Dissatisfaction among qualified groups of workers is caused by their 
transfers, with the reduction of labor force to auxiliary work and a 
decrease in wages in connection with this. 


In some cases, anti-Soviet individuals try to inflame worker discontent 
with layoffs. They are spreading rumors about massive layoffs, while 
pointing out the useless spending of large sums of money by the 
administration on business trips, on increasing the staff of the 
administration, technical personnel, on mismanagement, etc. 
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The protracted conflict in connection with the transition to the 
7 - hour working day and sealing work on B. Dmitrov m - D 


Particularly noteworthy is the conflict that lasted for a number of 
months in the B. Dmitrovskaya Mire, Ivanovo-Voznesensk Gubernia, 
where workers stubbornly opposed the transfer of the factory to a 7- 
hour working day and the transition to a packed job. Back in early 
December last year, the provincial committee of the CPSU (b), taking 
into account the tense atmosphere created at the factory, decided “not 
to force the issue of transferring the factory to a 7-hour working 
day”. Under the influence of the agitation of certain anti-Soviet persons, 
a group of workers (25 people) went on strike on February 14, 
demanding "the abolition of the compacted work." It is characteristic 
that neither the factory nor the collective of the CPSU (b) of the factory 
knew about the strike that had arisen. Only on February 23 at the 
conference, despite the speech of a group of busters (8 people), calling 
on the workers to "fight against the compaction", it was decided to 
switch to a 7-hour working day from March 4. 


In connection with this decision, the factory began to consolidate work 
on February 25. The mood of the workers sharply exacerbated after the 
transfer from February 26 and 27 of the first batch of workers freed after 
the consolidation of 50 people to the Weaving Factory named 
after. Zinoviev (a total of 312 people are subject to transfer). 


Dissatisfaction intensified in connection with provocative rumors 
launched by someone that "the staff of the Zinoviev factory will not be 
accepted." A group of women workers, led by the weaver Kirilina (a 
well-to-do peasant woman), removed the workers from work by force, 
and they began to beat three workers (two of them were members of 
the CPSU) who resisted. Of the 600 people, 400 people left the 
machines, who went to the spinning house with the aim of calling the 
spinners to strike. The weavers burst into the spinning shop shouting 
"quit your job, get out of the building." At the meeting, the workers 
insisted on the abolition of the compacted work. The strike lasted 6 
hours. 


Reporting and re-election campaign of city councils 


Workers 
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Attendance and Activity. Reporting and re-election campaign of city 
councils in comparison with the re-election in 1926-1927. takes place 
with a significantly increased voter turnout. The average attendance at 
reporting meetings is 65-70%, re-election meetings - 75-80%. The 
number of speakers in the debate also increased (from 5-10% of those 
present). 


The reporting campaign of the city councils coincided with the 
campaigns to renegotiate collective agreements and in certain 
industrial areas, with the re-election of the FZK, which prevented the 
launch of the reporting campaign. In some cases, attendance at 
reporting meetings was extremely low (20-25%). The meetings were 
disrupted due to the absence of voters. A number of technical mistakes 
were made (untimely and incorrect compilation of lists of 
"disenfranchised", late delivery of summons and failure to involve a 
number of persons with voting rights in the re-election, inattentive 
selection of candidates, etc.). 


Speeches. The speeches of the workers both at reporting and at re- 
election meetings were mainly concentrated around the issues of the 
material and living conditions of the workers. 


At anumber of meetings (Leningrad, Ukraine, the North Caucasus), the 
workers especially sharpened the questions of the housing crisis and 
the poor conditions in cities, especially in the outskirts. At a number of 
meetings in Leningrad, workers demanded a revision of the existing 
law on rent. It was also indicated (Leningrad, SKK, Ukraine, NVK, 
Central Asia) that the city komkhozes violated the class line in the 
allocation of living space and the mismanagement of the komkhozes. 


Trotskyists' speeches. In individual industrial enterprises (Moscow, 
Leningrad, the Urals, Ukraine, NVK, etc.) Trotskyists came out with 
demagogic criticism of the work of city councils, trying to pass their 
resolutions and additions to the orders and their candidates for the 
Council. The proposals of the Trotskyists were universally and almost 
everywhere rejected unanimously. The workers made proposals to 
remove the Trotskyists from the meetings. Only in isolated cases (at 
two meetings of the Glukhovsky factory in Moscow, at a meeting of 
unemployed leatherworkers in Kharkov and at a meeting of 
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agricultural workers in Kaluga) did a sympathetic minority of those 
present reacted to the speeches of the Trotskyists. 


ASE speeches. In the course of the election campaign, a number of 
anti-Soviet elements’ speeches were noted at enterprises. They 
campaigned among voters for non-attendance at meetings, disrupted 
election posters and slogans (Leningrad, CCK), distributed anti-Soviet 
leaflets (Leningrad, Ukraine, North Caucasus) and sent anonymous 
letters. 


A leaflet with the slogan "For a united revolutionary socialist front" was 
distributed in Leningrad at a number of industrial enterprises. The 
leaflet demands "to realize real Soviet workers' democracy, to introduce 
secret ballot in all Soviet, professional and cooperative bodies, to 
legalize all socialist parties that stand on the Soviet platform, to separate 
the RKI from the Central Control Commission, etc." 


Anarchist and anti-Semitic slogans were posted across the North 
Caucasus in a number of cities. A Zionist leaflet was distributed in 
Odessa. 


Evaluation of the work of city councils. Rejections of 
candidatures. Almost everywhere the work of city councils is 
recognized as satisfactory. Only in individual industrial enterprises (at 
10 meetings of the Ukrainian SSR), at 7 meetings of the LVO, 8 meetings 
of the Ukrainian SSR, the work of city councils was recognized as 
weak. In most cases, the candidates recommended by the party 
collectives were accepted by the meetings. However, the final data on 
the re-elections of the Leningrad City Council and individual industrial 
enterprises of the Urals indicate an unsuccessful selection of a number 
of candidates recommended by party collectives; at the re-election in 
the Nadezhdinsky plant in the Urals, the candidacies of the cell failed 
in all shops. In the overwhelming majority of cases, challenges were 
given for business reasons. Only in one case (at a meeting of loaders in 
Odessa) the candidacies of the komcell failed due to anti-Soviet 
agitation. 


Unemployed 


Reporting and re-election meetings among the unemployed are almost 
everywhere violent. Speakers from among the unemployed point to the 
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difficult financial situation of the unemployed, to abnormalities in the 
work of BT, protest against the extraordinary sending of communists 
and Komsomol members to work, demands are made to take into 
account the number of workers in the family and to remove family 
members of responsible workers from work. 


Those who spoke out with sharp criticism were elected to the Soviets in 
a significant number of cases. Party members and workers of trade- 
union organizations failed. 


In a particularly tense atmosphere, meetings of the unemployed were 
held in Leningrad, Odessa and Kharkov. 


Employees 


Reporting and re-election meetings of state employees (in Leningrad, 
Odessa and Kharkov) are characterized by the passivity of 
voters. Average attendance is 35-40%. The number of speakers in the 
debate is insignificant. At a number of meetings, there were absolutely 
no speeches, voters were not interested in the elections, they talked and 
read newspapers. 


Unorganized population 


Reporting and re-election meetings among the unorganized population 
(artisans, housewives) were held with a small number of people present 
(average attendance 25-35%), the number of speakers in the debate was 
insignificant (2-4 people at the meeting). The speeches were mainly 
concentrated around the issues of supplying the population with bread 
and manufactured goods. The handicraftsmen of small towns 
demanded an uninterrupted supply of handicraft associations with raw 
materials. In a number of cases, the “disenfranchised” came to the 
meetings and tried to take part in the work of the meetings (the 
settlement of Nemchinovo, Moskovsky district, Grozny" - 
SKK). Individual cases of organized failure of the candidacies of public 
organizations were noted (a meeting of housewives in the city of Tula 
and in the village of Nemchinovo, Moscow district). 


Proposals made at meetings of the unorganized population for the 
transfer of churches for cultural purposes in most cases failed, causing 
sharp attacks from individuals. 
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A number of speeches at meetings were of an anti-Soviet character 
(Tula, Grozny, Rostov, Nakhichevan 1, the settlement of Nemchinovo, 
Moscow province). "Give me bread, enough to eat manure", "Down 
with the Communists", etc. 


In Odessa, two anti-Soviet groups of handicraftsmen and cooperative 
invalids were identified. The initiators of the groups are former 
members of anti-Soviet parties, members of the police, former traders, 
etc. The groups aimed to achieve a majority in the city council, for 
which secret meetings were convened and campaigning was conducted 
against the lists of communists (the groups failed to carry out their 
plans thanks to timely measures). 


The mood of the bourgeois-NEP element and handicraftsmen 


Recently, an aggravation of anti-Soviet sentiments has been noted 
among the bourgeois-NEP population of the city, among merchants, 
tenants of industrial enterprises, and large artisans. 


The following conversations are typical: "The Western European 
countries - Poland, Romania and France have come to an agreement: 
Poland gives 12 divisions, Romania - 3 and France - 4 for the occupation 
of Soviet Ukraine." "The Poles would sooner come and drive out this 
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government.” "Any kind of power, we do not care, as long as there is 
no power that stifles private trade." "Let there be Petliura, the Poles, 
England, the tsar, the Mensheviks, whoever you want, if only not these 


robbers." 


Part of the bourgeois-NEP element, not understanding the essence of 
the Right deviation, however, pin their hopes on the "leaders of the 
Right deviation"; considering that the victory of the Right deviation 
"although we do not understand it, gives more relief to the merchants 
than the line of the Central Committee." In this regard, among the 
traders there are judgments: "In Moscow, there are big problems in the 
government, many people's commissars adhere to the right deviation, 
we are on the eve of big events", "the right wing will win, since it is 
headed by prominent figures, and if they win, then there will be an 
abolition of the monopoly of foreign trade, and this is what we need”. 


Considering the transition to a standardized distribution of food and 
pressure on private traders as a _ turn towards war 
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communism, !!? significant groups of the bourgeois-NEP element 
believe that the aggravation of economic difficulties will force the party 
to change its policy towards the private capitalist elements of the city: 
“Everything is going to the worse, now the peasant is unlucky and we 
have nothing to do, but this will force the party led by Stalin to 
surrender or change its program. " Denying the possibility of war, this 
part of the bourgeois-NEP element believes that “the Western countries 
will not go to war with the USSR, because they understand that war 
will not take anything, and the blockade from the Western states will 
force the communists to make concessions in order to establish trade 
relations. ". 


There is talk about the need to buy bread at all costs, because by the 
spring there will be hunger, "there is less and less bread, we need to 
create a supply for ourselves, at least from crackers, everything can be 
soaked somehow until the next harvest." 


On the other hand, traders are campaigning among the population: 
"The government intends to take grain from the entire 
population without exception in the form of appropriation, 1 peasants 
must hurry to hand over grain not to cooperatives, but to private 
traders at higher prices." Rumors about the war have recently begun to 
spread among the population of some cities of Ukraine, in this regard, 
there are long queues for salt and kerosene. At the same time, some 
groups of private traders are campaigning against paying taxes. "The 
fall of the Soviet regime is approaching, and therefore one should not 
rush to pay taxes." Provocative rumors about workers’ unrest, strikes 
and uprisings are also spread among the population. 


Village 
Prodzones 


Provinces of the Center. In February, the food supply situation for the 
rural population did not improve, but worsened in places. The norms 
for the issuance of bread in certain provinces have been reduced 
(Yaroslavl, Tula, Ivanovo-Voznesensk, Kaluga). According to the 
Kaluga Consumer Union, in February, on average, no more than 6 
pounds of bread per month are issued per consumer. In some areas of 
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the Nizhny Novgorod province. Poor peasants, cooperative 
shareholders receive 10-20 pounds a month per farm. 


In the Yaroslavl province. the lack of bread is especially acute in the 
regions of vegetable gardening and flax growing. 


The number of settlements and the number of the population 
consuming bread surrogates for food is increasing (Kaluga, Yaroslavl, 
Ryazan, Nizhegorodskaya, Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya, Tula).In Tula 
province, for example, in some villages of the Venevsky district, the 
percentage of the population using bread surrogates reaches 70-75. In 
some places (Yaroslavl Gubernia), due to the lack of food, the 
population begins to eat seed oats. 


According to many village councils of almost all provinces, the 
population in need of bread is not fully taken into account, and the 
existing lists of those in need in some cases do not correspond to the 
real state of affairs. There are numerous cases of inclusion in the lists of 
persons who still have grain reserves for 2-3 months (and in some cases 
even speculating in bread) and not including those in dire need of the 
poor. Sometimes the lists were drawn up at gatherings, and under 
pressure from the middle peasants and the wealthy, almost the entire 
population was included in them, regardless of the availability of bread 
in a particular farm. 


In some places of the Ivanovo-Voznesensk province. workers of 
cooperatives and village councils, not wishing to aggravate their 
relations with the peasants, all applicants for inclusion in the lists of 
those in need were sent to the secretaries of the party members, trying 
to charge them with full responsibility for the distribution of grain. 


Cases of abuse by the workers of the cooperatives and the lower Soviet 
apparatus in the distribution of grain have become more frequent 
(waste of bread among relatives, acquaintances, etc.). Isolated cases of 
extortion of bribes from the poor for their inclusion in the lists for 
receiving bread (Rechitsa village, Lyubunskaya vol., Kaluga province) 
have been registered. 


Due to the aggravation of the food situation, some poor and middle 
peasants in their speeches at meetings, complaining not of a difficult 
situation, demanded an increase in the rate of grain distribution, 
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accusing local workers and the Soviet government of “forgetting the 
poor and not providing assistance to the starving” (Yaroslavl 
province.). In the Kaluga province. At almost all re-election meetings, 
the question of bread was invariably raised, in some cases demands for 
an increase in the supply of flour were included in the orders. In the 
Yaroslavl province. in with. Vorzha at the plenum of the village 
council, the middle peasant proposed "to organize with the city 
workers, to convene a mass general meeting, at which by joint efforts 
to get bread, because otherwise nothing will come of it." 


Activity of anti-Soviet elements 


The well-to-do kulak elite of the village, using the tension in supplying 
the population with bread, is trying to exacerbate the discontent of the 
peasantry and give it an anti-Soviet character. The explanation by the 
kulaks of the reasons for the food difficulties boils down to the fact that, 
they say, “the point is not a lack of bread, but the inability of the Soviet 
government to govern the state” (Kaluga province). 


The limited supply of bread and the supply of it almost exclusively to 
the poor, the kulak-prosperous and anti-Soviet elements tried to use to 
spice up the relationship between the poor and the middle peasantry, 
agitating that “only the poor idlers get bread” (Yaroslavl 
province). There are moments of jealousy and envy towards the poor 
on the part of the middle peasantry, which to some extent has already 
used up its grain reserves and is not included in the planned 
supply. During the reporting period, two group performances of the 
middle peasants were recorded (Moscow and Kaluga provinces). 


LIN. The situation with the food supply of the rural population in 
certain districts has worsened. 


Food difficulties are especially acute in the Pskov and Velikolutsk 
districts. The number of people who eat bread substitutes has 
increased. In a number of areas of the Pskov and Velikolutsk districts, 
up to 40% of the population feeds on surrogates. 


Cases of the sale of livestock to purchase food and slaughter it for food 
have become more frequent. 


In the Pskov District, there have been cases of eating seed oats. 
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Among the poor and part of the middle peasantry, there is an increase 
in tendencies towards the forcible confiscation of grain from the kulaks, 
especially in the Pskov Okrug, where a number of cases of agitation for 
the confiscation of grain from the kulaks and for the destruction of 
cooperative shops have recently been noted. 


"We must all, as one, organize, if we do not want to die of hunger and 
go to the city to rob warehouses, otherwise they will not give us bread" 
(middle peasants from the village of Savinsky, Pskov District), "and 
then let them arrest, they will give bread in prison" (middle peasant of 
the village of Podklinye, Seredkinsky District, Pskov District). 


There are isolated cases of open demonstrations at peasant meetings 
with pogrom agitation. 


The activity of the kulaks 


The well-to-do kulak elite of the peasantry, taking into account the 
alarming moods of the poor and middle peasants, incites them to anti- 
Soviet actions.In group conversations, the kulaks agitate: “If the 
peasants themselves do nothing, they will die of hunger. You need not 
ask, but get together and demand bread with a pitchfork in your hands” 
(kulak, village Zryakovskaya Gora, Pskov district). 


“We are starving because of the unfortunate village councils. We need 
to have machine guns and smash the Soviets” (a kulak's speech at a re- 
election meeting in the village of Units, Novgorod District). 


Smolensk lips. The situation with the grain supply of the rural 
population has worsened. Particularly acute is the issue of grain supply 
in Yartsevsky and Smolensk districts, affected by crop failure. 


Bread sold for the preparation of flaxseed and flax fiber mainly goes to 
the well-to-do and kulaks who have flax reserves, which causes 
discontent among the poor. "The poor get nothing, but the kulak, which 
has large reserves of bread, gets white flour." 


There were cases of group visits of peasants to Soviet and cooperative 
organizations demanding bread (see Appendix [No. 1). 


Recently, the demands of the middle peasants have become more 
frequent to give them bread on a par with the poor. 
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On the basis of the food crisis in February, a group performance of 
peasants was registered in the village of. Olsha of Smolensky (see 
Appendix [No. 1]). 


Ukraine. Industrial difficulties continue to escalate, capturing new 
districts (Kremenchug, Zaporozhye, Dnepropetrovsk), which until 
recently did not feel a particular acuteness of industrial difficulties. 


The government aid provided to the hungry is somewhat mitigating 
the severity of the food crisis. 


Recently, cases of hunger, eating substitutes for bread, swelling and 
diseases due to malnutrition have been recorded. 


Kremenchug district. A number of cases of hunger strikes and swelling 
were noted in the Kagamlyk village council of the Globinsky 
district. The cooperation has about 900 poods. bread, but no aid is 
provided to the starving. This prompts talk about the defeat of the 
cooperative. The workers of the village council are in a decadent 
mood. One of the members of the village council said: "I would agree 
to serve three months in prison, if only this bread was distributed." 


Zaporozhye district. In with. Dneprovka, Kamensky district, out of 
7000 population, is in dire need of food aid for 4000 people. In this 
village, 15 deaths of children with dysentery as a result of eating bread 
substitutes were registered. 


The implementation of government measures to help the hungry is 
hampered by a number of abnormalities in the work of the local 
cooperative apparatus (red tape, violations of the class principle in the 
distribution of food, the use of official position, etc.). 


In a number of places, industrial difficulties are aggravated by the fuel 
crisis, which is especially acute in the Melitopol district. 


In the Zaporozhye district, a significant part of Jewish resettlement 
farms have no grain reserves. Most of the displaced people feed on 
loans issued by the EPO and rations given by the Red Cross to 14 
children of displaced persons. 


Individual colonists abandon their farms and return to their places of 
departure. 
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Food crisis mood 


The mood of the poor and middle peasants, even in those districts that 
are now not experiencing the acuteness of industrial difficulties, is 
tense. Expressing fear for the state of the crops and the further 
aggravation of food difficulties, the poor and middle peasants demand 
in their speeches an end to the export of harvested grain (Krivoy Rog, 
Umansky, Kiev districts). 


In a number of districts (Berdichevsky, Kremenchugsky, Krivorozhsky, 
Mariupolsky, Belotserkovsky), there was talk among the poor about the 
need to introduce surplus appropriation and the use of decisive 
measures against the kulaks in order to induce them to surrender their 
grain surpluses. 


Berdichevsky district. In with. Pariyevka, at a general gathering, the 
poor said that "it is necessary to establish the exact number of grain- 
grain in the villages, which must be delivered by each peasant 
separately, then the attempts of the kulaks to evade the surplus of grain 
will be eliminated." 


In the Kremenchug district, the poor in a number of villages demanded 
the approval of such resolutions of gatherings by the village councils 
and their sending to Kharkov. 


DCK. Problems cover 6 districts. But the more acute issue is the supply 
of bread to the rural population in the Sretensky and Chita districts. 


In the eastern regions of the Chita district (Byrkinsky, Alekozavodsky, 
Olovyaninsky, Shilkinsky and Borzinsky districts), which are 
experiencing a second year of crop failure, the situation of the poor is 
difficult due to lack of bread. In these districts, cases of hunger strikes 
of whole families, cases of swelling and illness due to the consumption 
of bread substitutes were registered. Recently, the lack of bread has 
begun to be felt in the western regions of the district (Khiloksky, 
Titovsky and Krasnoyarsk districts). 


A similar situation is in the Nerchinsky, Nerchinsko-Zavodskoy, 
Olinsky, Chernyshevsky and Bushelin districts of the Sretensky district, 
which are also experiencing crop failure for the second year. 
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In some villages of the Sretensky district, individual poor families feed 
exclusively on alms, sending their children with sacks to the villages 
(the village of Baldurui, N [Yerchinsko] -Zavodsky district). 


The well-to-do, taking advantage of the plight of the poor, exchange 
agricultural implements for bread for next to nothing. 


In the Vladivostok district, the issue of grain supply is acute in the 
Shmakovsky and Yakovlevsky districts, in the rest it is relatively safe. 


In the Zeysky district, plans for the delivery of flour are not being 
fulfilled. In two months (November-December), the shortage was 
expressed in 4414 centners. 


In the Khabarovsk Okrug, more than 20 neighboring villages adjacent 
to Khabarovsk and supplied at the expense of Khabarovsk are 
switching to supply through the village network of the Dalkraysoyuz, 
which has no flour. 


Grain procurement 
Grain procurement progress 


Grain procurement in February in all procurement regions proceeded 
at a slow pace. The monthly procurement plan for the Union was 
fulfilled only in the amount of 44%. The weakest blanks flowed in the 
Central Black Earth Region, NWK and Kazakhstan, which gave the 
lowest percentage of the planned target fulfillment. The monthly 
procurement plan in the Central Black Earth District was fulfilled in the 
amount of 28.3%, NWC - 20.2%, in the Urals - 54.6%, in the NCC - 57.8%, 
Kazakhstan - 36.5%, SVO - 54.5%, Siberia - 50.4% and in Ukraine - 
45.2%. 


An unfavorable effect on grain procurements was exerted by: the 
continuing malicious delay by the prosperous kulak strata of the village 
of grain surpluses in (TsChO, NVK, SVO, Ural, Siberia), increasing 
market prices for bread and flour (Ukraine, TsChO, SVO, Ural), the 
activities of a private trader and speculators (Ukraine, TsChO, SVO, 
Ural) and insufficient activity of the lowest procurement and Soviet 
apparatuses. With a sharp decrease in the supply of grain among the 
workers of the Soviet apparatus and procurement organizations, 
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"demobilization" sentiments are increasing (Ukraine, SKK, Central 
ChO). 


The interruptions in the delivery of manufactured goods to the grain 
procurement areas, which were observed in the Central Black Earth 
Region, SKK, NVK and Siberia, played a certain role in the decrease in 
the rate of grain procurement. 


At the same time, it is necessary to keep in mind that the import of 
scarce consumer goods, due to the fact that the holders of grain are 
currently mainly the more powerful strata of the peasantry (Ukraine, 
SVO), begins to play an ever-smaller role in certain regions in 
stimulating grain procurements because the holders of the bread have 
already largely stocked up on goods. 


In a number of districts of Ukraine and the NWO, the manufactured 
goods received lie motionless. 


Rising market prices for bread 


In connection with the increased speculation in bread and the 
revitalization of the private owner, in a number of districts of Ukraine 
(Belotserkovsky, Volynsky, Mogilevsky, etc.), NWO (Samara, 
Syzransky, Ulyanovsky, etc.), the Urals (Irbitsky, Sarapulsky, 
Kungursky, etc.)) and TsChO (Tambov, Orlov, etc.) market prices for 
bread have increased significantly. 


In the Tambov and Oryol Districts (TsChO), market prices for rye reach 
4 rubles. for a pood. In the Samara, Ulyanovsk and Penza Districts 
(SVO), prices for wheat and other grain crops rose sharply. In the 
Samara District, the price of wheat flour rose to 7 rubles. for a pood. 


In the Belotserkovsky district (Ukraine), the price of 85% milled wheat 
flour rose to 6 rubles. for a pood, for rye - up to 4 rubles. 


In the Mogilev district, wheat is sold for 4 rubles. 50 kopecks for a pood, 
rye - 3 rubles. 50 kopecks 


In Maikop, Prikumsk and Shakhty (SKK) the price of flour increased 
from 3-5 rubles. up to 7-9 rubles. for a pood. 


Private traders and speculators 
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In the Ukraine, and the Urals, the CBO, and NEC TcChO noticeably 
revitalize the private traders and speculators as the vnutriderevenskih 
and buyers coming from consuming regions of bread - the 
speculators 15.In Ukraine, the activity of a private trader is 
concentrated mainly in deep places. Bread is bought up mainly in 
mills. In SVO, TsChO, NVK, speculation in bread by intra-village 
speculators, who buy up bread at market prices, grind grain for flour 
and then resell it to visiting bag-makers, takes on large proportions. The 
export of flour by tug 1° to the consuming regions is increasing. In the 
NWK and in the Urals, there have been registered cases of grain export 
by speculators in whole carts ("green carts"). 


In the Zaikovsky District (Irbitsky District, Ural), a group of wealthy 
people organized their own wagon train for exporting grain to the city 
of Nadezhdinsk. In Nadezhdinsk, speculators were waiting for several 
days of price increases. In the Turkovsky District (Balashov District, 
NVKk), private traders carry out an organized purchase and export of 
bread in whole carts - "green carts" as opposed to "red carts”. 


In the Borisoglebsk district (TsChO) in the village. The sands of the two 
mills of the plant work exclusively at the expense of raw materials 
supplied by speculators. One mill processed 70,000 poods in a short 
time. wheat owned by speculators. From the village of Vikhlyavka 
alone, speculators brought up to 14,000 poods to these mills. bread, 
which was then exported with flour to other regions and districts. 


In the Mordovian District (GVO), the prosperous villages of Troitsk, 
Kozlovka, and others are engaged in systematic grain 
speculation. Grain purchased in grain areas is transported by tug (15- 
20 carts) to consuming provinces (Vladimir, Nizhny Novgorod, 
Ryazan, etc.), where it is sold at a speculative price (10-12 rubles per 
pood). 


The connivance and assistance to speculators, rendered by workers of 
the Soviet apparatus by issuing fictitious certificates to speculators 
about the need for bread, etc., contributes to the strengthening of 
speculation in bread. 


114 


Often, workers in the Soviet and cooperative apparatus, including 
individual party members, engage in speculation themselves (see 
Appendix [No. 2]). 


The growth of speculation in bread causes outrage among the 
underpowered peasantry (SVO, Ukraine), which demands "to take 
decisive measures to limit the speculative activities of the kulaks" 
(SVO), "to close the private market" (Urals), etc. 


Detention of grain surpluses by the kulak strata of the village 


A selective survey of well-to-do kulak farms in a number of districts of 
the Central Black Earth Region, SVO, SKK and Siberia established the 
presence of large grain reserves in these farms, from the delivery of 
which their holders evade, in the hope of an increase in prices by 
spring. Significant grain surpluses among the well-to-do and kulaks 
and more or less significant surpluses among part of the middle 
peasantry are also found in other regions (Ukraine, Ural, NVK, SKK). 


In a number of districts of Ukraine (Umansky, Kupyansky, Izyumsky, 
etc.) and in some districts of the Central Black Earth Region, the Urals, 
Siberia, there are cases of burying bread in holes with their fists. 


In Siberia, many kulaks and part of the upper middle class sell livestock 
to hide various payments, but do not hand over bread (see Appendix 
[No. 2]). 


The announcement of a boycott to the malicious non-donors of bread 
did not always give the desired results and the desired effect. Only in 
certain districts of Ukraine (Kievsky, Belotserkovsky) and Siberia 
(Novosibirsk, Kuznetsk and Rubtsovsky) did the kulaks begin to export 
their surpluses after the boycott was announced. In other places, the 
kulaks are calm about the boycott, stating that "goods can be obtained 
on the free market, on more favorable terms than the cooperation 
offers" and call on the peasants "to respond to the boycott with the 
boycott of the cooperation" (Siberia, SKK, Ukraine). 


It should be noted that some rural workers in Siberia, in spite of the 
directives, do not carry out measures of public influence on the 
malicious holders of bread. 
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In the Togul District Committee of the All-Union Communist Party of 
Bolsheviks (Biysk District), the received directive on this issue lay 
motionless for a whole week. In the same district, the head of the PO 
(member of the CPSU) in the village. Chemrovka about boycotting the 
kulaks said: "If we do not have buyers from the kulaks, then our trade 
will completely become." 


Numerous cases of direct opposition of some workers of the Soviet 
apparatus to the boycott of the kulaks, as well as cases of distortion of 
the class line during the boycott, were noted. In the Ukraine, the Urals, 
the Northern Military District and Siberia, there have been cases when 
the middle peasants and the poor, who do not have significant grain 
reserves, were boycotted. 


So, the Verkhne-Balta branch of the PO (Novosibirsk district) 
announced a boycott of 50 farms, of which 48 are middle peasants with 
from 20 to 70 poods. surplus, while holders of surpluses of 500 poods 
and more, the PO did not boycott. 


Counteracting the kulaks and well-to-do grain procurements 


The kulaks and the well-to-do, refusing to hand over their grain 
surpluses to state producers, are simultaneously campaigning among 
the middle peasants against exporting grain, for reducing crops and the 
size of farms, disrupting meetings on the issue of grain procurements, 
etc. (see Appendix [No. 2]). 


Measures to induce the kulaks to surrender their grain surpluses 
(boycott) caused an increase in the anti-Soviet activity of the 
kulaks. Along with anti-Soviet agitation, the spread of provocative 
rumors about the war, about the imminent fall of power, hunger, 
hunger riots, etc., there have been cases of kulak terror against 
representatives of the Soviet government and the actives of the poor 
participating in grain procurement (Ukraine, SVO, Ural, Siberia). 


In Ukraine, Siberia, the number of cases of distribution of leaflets has 
increased, containing a call for an active struggle against the Soviet 
regime and reprisals against Soviet workers in the village (see 
Appendix [No. 2]). 


Anti-kulak sentiments of the poor 
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The malicious delay by the kulaks of the grain surplus and the stubborn 
refusal to hand over grain to the state arouse anti-Kulak sentiments 
among the low-powered strata of the countryside and a tendency 
towards reprisals against the malicious grain shortfalls. In Ukraine 
(Dnepropetrovsk district), SKK (Black Sea, Armavir, Sh [Akhtinsko] - 
Donetsk districts) and in Siberia, the poor and part of the middle 
peasants demand "to pump out bread from the kulaks", stating that 
"boycotting the kulak is not enough, this bastard should be hung, and 
do not wander with her” (Siberia). 


In the Kremenchug district (Ukraine), there were cases of poor people 
beating kulaks who refused to surrender their grain surplus. In Siberia 
(Rubtsovsky district) the poor with. Yekaterininsky passed a resolution 
on the termination of medical care and expulsion from the land society, 
with the declaration of the enemies of the Soviet power, the kulaks - the 
malicious non-donors of bread. 


Supply of the village with manufactured goods 


Insufficient delivery of manufactured goods to procurement areas 
continues to be observed in the Central Black Earth Region, NWC and 
Siberia. In Ukraine, in the NWO and in the Urals, the grassroots 
cooperative network is supplied with scarce manufactured goods to a 
sufficient extent, however, grain procurement in these regions is 
unsatisfactory. Surplus holders avoid buying manufactured goods in 
cooperatives in exchange for bread, considering it more profitable to 
sell bread in the private market and buy manufactured goods (in 
particular, manufactory and leather goods from a private trader, while 
in cooperatives often goods are idle (Ukraine, SVO). 


It should be noted that there are numerous shortcomings and abuses in 
the very distribution of manufactured goods by co-organizations in the 
Central Black Earth Region, NEC, Ukraine and Siberia. Manufactured 
goods for special purposes are squandered, they are supplied primarily 
to acquaintances and relatives of workers in the cooperation and the 
Soviet apparatus, goods are sold to a private owner, etc. 


The release of manufactured goods only to grain suppliers, practiced 
by individual cooperatives in Ukraine, is used in some places and by 
private traders to obtain large quantities of manufactory for the 
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purpose of speculation. Buying bread (mostly secondary crops) on the 
private market at higher prices, they hand it over to the bunkers for 
manufactured goods and exchange the manufactured goods thus 
obtained for wheat, which is then sold in processed form in the city at 
a speculative price. 


The twin base of the regional union (Dnepropetrovsk district, Ukraine) 
prepared 54,000 poods. grain-bread, of which 30% are secondary crops 
(barley, corn), having spent 75,000 rubles on this. manufactured goods. 


A similar thing [took place] in other districts of Ukraine (Kremenchug, 
Sumy, Izyum, etc.). 


Weakening the work of financial and credit authorities to collect 
various kinds of debt of the peasantry 


In the NWO, the Urals and Siberia, one of the reasons for the 
unsatisfactory rate of grain procurement is the weakening of the work 
of financial agencies and credit organizations to collect various kinds of 
debts from the population (for agricultural loans, loans, insurance, etc.). 


In the SKK, Siberia and the Urals, the peasantry has a significant debt 
on the fulfillment of contractual obligations under the contract for 1” 


grain. 


In the Omsk District (Siberia), the amount of debt on various types of 
overdue payments through Soyuzbank, okrZU and Gosselsklad is 
estimated at over 1 % million rubles. 


In the Minusinsk district, the agricultural bank has about 20,000 rubles 
only for overdue loans, and the credit partnership has more than 60,000 
rubles. There are 32,000 rubles in arrears for the Idrinsky district alone. 


Self-taxation amounts are poorly received. In a number of Siberian 
districts (Krasnoyarsk, Omsk, etc.), the amounts received on self- 
taxation do not exceed 25% of the total. In the Urals, only 35.8% of the 
total amount of self-taxation drawn up at meetings was received (based 
on materials as of January 25). 


In Buzuluk and a number of other districts of the NWO, the fulfillment 
of the target figures for self-taxation is clearly unsatisfactory. 
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A similar situation is in the NVK, where self-taxation has not been 
carried out in many villages up to now. The benchmarks for self- 
taxation (data as of February 16) along the edge were fulfilled only in 
the amount of 35%. 


Shortcomings in the work of the grassroots procurement and Soviet 
apparatus 


As before, the grassroots procurement and Soviet apparatus do not pay 
due attention to reviving the rate of procurement. The attention of the 
workers of the Soviet apparatus was partially diverted by the campaign 
for re-election of the Soviets. In Ukraine, in the Central Black Earth 
Region, Siberia, among some of the procurers, there are "demobilization 
sentiments": "The grain procurement must be completed, since the 
peasants do not have bread", "On our part, everything has been done - 
we cannot do more." 


Along with the numerous facts of drunkenness, inaction and a number 
of abuses, which are everywhere observed among workers of the 
procurement apparatus - in Ukraine, the Urals, Siberia, the Central 
Black Earth Region and other procurement regions, competition 
between procurers has intensified lately, taking in places (Siberia, 
Siberian Military District, Ural) extremely unhealthy character. 


In addition, measures to increase the rate of procurement are met with 
direct opposition from the workers of the procurement and Soviet 
apparatus. In the NVK, SVO, Ukraine and Siberia, there were 
numerous facts of agitation of workers of the lower Soviet apparatus 
against the export of grain, refusal to carry out procurements, 
disruption of the organization of "red carts", etc. (see Appendix [No. 2]). 


In connection with a decrease in the supply of grain by grassroots 
procurement organizations and workers of the Soviet apparatus, in 
some cases, in order to increase grain procurements, excesses were 
allowed, expressed in intimidation of peasants who did not surrender 
grain, calling them “for influence” to village councils, in backyard 
rounds, forced unloading of grain and etc. Isolated cases of kinks were 
registered mainly in Ukraine, SKK, the Urals and Siberia. 


Preliminary results of the campaign for re-election of village councils 


119 


The campaign for the reelection of the Soviets, which ended in a 
number of places, almost everywhere took place in an atmosphere of 
significantly higher voter turnout and an intensification of the class 
struggle in comparison with the campaign of 1926-1927. The most 
active were the poor, on the one hand, and the kulaks, on the other. 


The middle peasants showed relatively less activity, which, however, 
increased in comparison with the previous re-elections of the Soviets. 


The preliminary results of the re-election indicate, with rare exceptions, 
an almost universal increase in the percentage of voter turnout at re- 
election meetings. 


In the Pskov district (JIBO), according to data on the re-election of 103 
village councils, attendance at meetings is 64.9% against 45% of the 
previous campaign in Yaroslavl province. the average turnout is 62- 
63%, Tverskoy - 50-60%, and so on in almost all regions of the Union. 


There are quite frequent cases when meetings were held with 85-90% 
voter turnout and in some cases - higher. The percentage of turnout at 
electoral meetings has increased significantly in almost all DCK 
districts. 


The leading role in the re-elections was played by the poor, in the 
overwhelming majority of cases supported by the middle peasantry. 


It is necessary, however, to note the observed in a number of districts 
(albeit in insignificant numbers) cases of vacillation of the middle 
peasants, their separate actions either separately from the kulaks, or 
together with them against the poor peasants. 


In almost all cases where such facts took place, this was due to the 
wrong approach of the grassroots Soviet and party cells to the 
organization of the Soviet activists in the course of the pre-election 
preparation, which manifested itself in preparation for the re-election 
of the poor peasants isolated from the middle peasants and completely 
insufficient work with the middle peasants, etc. 


The kulak-prosperous part of the village showed very high activity and 
flexibility in the methods of struggle for the seizure of the village 
councils. 
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The kulaks shifted the center of gravity of the struggle to pre-election 
preparations, since for the most part they did not have access to the 
election meetings themselves. The kulaks everywhere tried to get out 
of isolation, embarking on a course of creating their own active under 
the kulaks, trying to break the poor-middle peasant bloc and win over 
the middle peasants to their side. 


Significantly greater activity in the re-election this year in comparison 
with the re-election of 1926-1927. clergy and sectarians have shown. 


The grassroots Soviet apparatus, and especially the rural party cells, in 
the current campaign carried out significant work to prepare for the re- 
elections, to organize a poor-middle peasant bloc, to sharpen the 
attention of the Soviet activists in the countryside to the need to fight 
against the kulak, which resulted in an almost universal increase in the 
percentage of the poor in the Soviets. communists and Komsomol 
members. 


Shortcomings in the work of grassroots party organizations in 
preparation for the re-election 


With the significantly increased activity and influence of rural party 
cells among the peasantry, in their work on the preparation and 
conduct of re-elections in many cases, a number of shortcomings were 
observed in all regions. 


Isolated cases of underestimation by village communists of the 
activation of the kulaks and, in connection with this, the absence of any 
preparation of the poor and middle peasants for re-elections, which the 
kulaks did not fail to take advantage of (the Central Black Region, the 
North Caucasus, the NEC, Siberia, etc.), have been registered. In 
Siberia, NVK, SVO, in the West and, in particular, in the North 
Caucasus, there are numerous cases of repeated elaboration by party 
cells of recommendatory lists of candidates. They included 
unauthorized persons who had compromised themselves in the eyes of 
the population by drunkenness, embezzlement, communication with 
kulaks, etc. In the North Caucasus, there were cases of inclusion in the 
lists of notorious kulaks. In most cases, such candidates were out-voted 
by the poor and middle peasants, and instead of them, the voters 
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themselves were also often introduced by the Communists themselves, 
but more authoritative among the population. 


In almost all cases, the kulaks used such facts to compromise and 
undermine the authority of the party members. 


Meeting opposition from voters, the party cells in some cases, instead 
of correcting shortcomings, tried to hold the nominated candidates by 
imposing them, administrative pressure, or by nominating candidates 
out of voting in one polling station in another. 


The Christmas party cell of the Barabinsk district (Siberia) nominated 
two party members to the Council, one who had compromised himself 
with drunkenness and brawls, and the other was a squander. When 
both party members were blackballed, the RIK representative 
threateningly declared: “You don’t want communists, you don’t need 
communists. Your fists have prepared you. I declare to you from the 
district executive committee that in your opinion there will be no, the 
communists are obliged to take to the village council”. In the Smolensk 
province. Secretary of the Ershichi All-Union Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union (b) at a meeting in the village. Arbor forcibly promoted 
one woman to the village council, who had previously been out of 
voting in two polling stations. Speaking for her, the secretary said: “We 
are responsible for the volost, we recommend you a candidate and we 
will make you have a woman chairman of the village council. You must 
obey us; we will order you to obey. " 


In Siberia, the NVK, the BSSR, the North Caucasus and individual 
provinces of the Center, there were cases of direct support by 
individual party members and Komsomol members of the kulaks, and 
even participation in their groups. 


In the area of preparation for re-elections, in some areas there were 
cases of an incorrect approach to the middle peasant, the removal of the 
poor peasants from the meetings, all the middle peasants, including 
active Soviet social activists, which, naturally, aroused the middle 
peasants’ anger against the poor peasants and party members and 
pushed them towards the kulaks. 


In with. Mordovian-Buguruslan of the Buguruslan District (GVO), the 
leaders of the poor meeting demanded that all the middle peasants who 
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came to it be removed from the meeting. When the latter announced 
that they intend to remain at the meeting, they were told: "Whoever 
does not leave the meeting immediately will be deprived of his voice 
tomorrow." The middle peasants and along with them some of the 
poor, leaving the meeting, said: "This attitude makes us go to the kulaks 
and solve matters with them." 


In the Kostroma province. the middle peasants who spoke at the re- 
election meetings said: "Why are only the poor being invited to 
meetings, are we deprived of electoral rights" and demanded an end to 
"underground meetings with the poor." 


A similar kind of performances were recorded in Ivanovo- 
Voznesenskaya, Kostroma, Tver, Vyatka provinces, in the Central Black 
Earth Region, SVO, NVK, Leningrad Region. in the BSSR, in Siberia and 
in the North Caucasus. 


In the Kholmeevsky polling station, Kostroma province. the middle 
peasants, who were not admitted to the poor peasants 'meeting, aligned 
themselves with their kulaks and, having failed in the re-election the 
entire poor peasants’ list, brought the prosperous to the village 
council. Similar cases were reported in the Ivanovo-Voznesensk 
province. and the BSSR. 


The methods of struggle of the kulaks for the mastery of the Soviets 


The kulaks, in their overwhelming majority deprived of voting rights 
and unable to directly influence voters at re-election meetings, applied 
to the new environment of re-elections, showed great flexibility and 
maneuvering ability in the methods of struggle for the Soviet 
apparatus, shifting the center of gravity of the struggle to the 
preparatory stage of re-elections. 


The kulaks made extensive use of the methods and forms of Soviet 
work among voters, applying them to their tasks, investing their 
content in them. 


In contrast to the creation of election commissions and the organization 
of meetings of the poor and women, the kulaks organized their own 
election commissions, their own meetings, including those for women. 
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In the village. Dondykovo Votsk region. the kulaks gathered a special 
women's meeting, at which the candidacy of a woman (prosperous) to 
the new composition of the village council was outlined. Similar cases 
were reported in Vyatka province. 


In almost all districts, the kulaks and the upper wealthy part of the 
middle peasants, long before the re-elections, began to form groupings, 
to organize secret meetings at which methods of struggle for their 
candidacies were discussed, the lists of which were immediately drawn 


up. 


Sometimes such kulak “election commissions” were more prepared 
than real election commissions and partially achieved success in the re- 
election. 


In the Rossosh district (TsChO), the kulak group, having done a solid 
preparation, carried out early re-elections of the village council, 
formalized the re-elections by a protocol, without informing the 
electoral commission, and when the representatives of the latter 
appeared, they were told: “Go back, we have already re-elected the 
village council” (hut. Kovylny). Kulaks-"disenfranchised", having 
arranged a secret meeting on the issue of re-elections, removed from 
the meeting the secretary of the village council who had accidentally 
come to him, saying to him: "At this meeting you are deprived of 
electoral rights” (village Gures Pure, Votskaya obl.). 


At the same time, the kulaks tried in every possible way to restore 
themselves to voting rights through their henchmen in the election 
commissions, resorting to all sorts of tricks, disguising themselves as a 
public figure, deliberately emphasizing their Soviet loyalty, organizing, 
under the guise of helping the poor, bribing them with various 
handouts, etc. 


In with. Orlovsky, Tarsky district (Siberia), the "disenfranchised" 
kulaks staged a demonstration with red flags. In with. Mescherna of the 
Balashov district (NVK) kulak offered to donate 200 rubles to the 
school. and put a radio receiver for the restoration of the electoral 
rights. The kulaks take the initiative to organize various circles in clubs, 
hand over bread on the eve of the analysis of the lists of disenfranchised 
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people, take the initiative to deliver firewood to schools (Tula 
province), etc. 


Bribery of the poor and, in some cases, the communists was widely 
practiced in order to obtain support from them for the restoration of the 
elections. 


In the course of the campaign, almost everywhere, cases were revealed 
of littering of agricultural election commissions by kulaks subject to 
deprivation of election rights, anti-Soviet elements, podkulakniki, 
through whom the kulaks sometimes settled scores with their political 
opponents, the poor and middle peasant activists, depriving them of 
the right to vote (TsCHO and others). 


The kulaks, deprived of election rights and having no access to 
meetings, carried their line partly through the top of the middle 
peasants and through the podkulachniki. 


Taking advantage of individual shortcomings in the course of the pre- 
election preparation and cases of incorrect approach of public 
organizations to the middle peasants, as well as the presence of jealousy 
of the middle peasants towards the poor on the basis of providing them 
with all kinds of benefits (on agricultural tax, loans, food supply, etc.), 
the kulaks tried without success, win over to your side at least part of 
the middle peasants. 


Attracting the poor and middle peasants to their meetings, 
accompanied by drinks and treats to those present, the kulaks 
organized groups of podkulaks around them. 


In addition to cases of such massive soldering and bribery, registered 
in a number of places, the kulaks paid special attention to the treatment 
of the poor and middle peasants "authorities" and especially the 
communists. 


Kulak at an illegal meeting of a kulak group in the village. Cheremnoe 
of the Barnaul District (Siberia) said: "We now need to economically 
motivate the poor, the most decisive and courageous, they will be able 
to do a lot for us, and all the poor will follow them, and through them 
we will be able to bring our people to the council." On the hut in the 
North Caucasus. Boyko-Ponursky, a former merchant, before the re- 
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election, organized a lotto, inviting to the game and, accordingly, 
processing the most authoritative poor and middle peasants there. 


Kulaks pay special attention to the poor peasants' meetings, sending 
their spies to them to find out what is going on there (Vyatka province, 
Siberia, etc.), trying to infiltrate the meetings of the poor. 


There are numerous cases of the disruption of the poor people's 
meetings with their fists, the organization at this time of parties, 
drinking bouts (to distract the poor) or by means of debauchery and 
destruction of meetings. In a number of cases, kulaks dispersed poor 
gatherings with the help of hired and drunken hooligans (TsCHO and 
others). 


Wanting to compromise their political opponents, the kulaks issued 
anonymous letters with insinuations at the candidates put up for the 
Council from poor gatherings and party organizations, wrote false 
denunciations to the election commissions about individuals about 
their service in the gendarmerie, the police, about their criminal past, 
etc. (North Caucasus, Siberia, Smolensk province). 


In order to disorganize the poor, the kulaks spread provocative rumors 
about an imminent war, about the imminent arrival of whites, 
intimidating the poor with the reprisals of whites against all those who 
voted for the communist lists (North Caucasus, NVK, TsCHO, SVO, 
etc.). 


At the re-election meetings, the kulaks, through the well-to-do and 
podkulaks, tore off the lists of recommendation of the poor (one North 
Caucasus in 5 days, the kulaks tore off 25 lists), tried to put their people 
on the tellers and counted votes, forced the poor to vote for their 
candidacies with threats, etc. 


As a result, despite the general improvement in the composition of 
village councils, almost in all districts there were registered cases of 
clogging of village councils by podkulachniks, former criminals, 
morally decayed and anti-Soviet elements. 


There are numerous cases of fists disrupting meetings after their 
candidates have been blackballed. In some cases, the kulaks specially 
soldered and bribed hooligans to disrupt meetings (TsCHO). 
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In many cases, meetings were disrupted by "disenfranchised" who 
raised a row when they were removed from meetings. 


Political slogans and demands of the kulaks for re-elections 


The main and most widespread slogan of the kulaks and the wealthy is 
the slogan "to end the stratification of the peasantry, to divide the 
countryside into classes, to end the policy of deprivation, for class 
peace, for a united village." 


“Why did you arrange some kind of stratification, where did you find 
a kulak, the whole village was confused. There is an asset, there is a 
group of poor peasants, there are middle peasants - we are all the same” 
(speech of a well-to-do at the re-election meeting of the village of 
Pokrovka, Buzuluk District, SVO). 


In the village. Teremeshki of Vyatka lips. A group of middle peasants, 
agitated by kulaks, made a proposal, which was then included in the 
mandate: "Neither the party cell nor the cultural forces should carry out 
any work among the poor, and hold any meetings with the 
participation of the entire population." 


Demanding non-interference of the party in the re-election, complete 
democracy of re-elections (CCR), the kulaks in almost all regions threw 
out the slogan: "Down with the Communists", "Soviets without 
Communists". 


In the Kostroma province. at two regional congresses (Galich and 
Igodovsky) among the non-party delegates, there was a desire to 
organize, as opposed to the communist factions, a non-party faction, 
but at the congresses themselves these factions did not dare to speak. 


Attention is drawn to the anti-Soviet resolution adopted at the re- 
election meeting in the village. Borisovskoe, Kostroma province. 


The commission chosen to draw up an order for the new village council 
refused to work out the order, motivating it in a special resolution: “The 
commission for drafting the resolution is perplexed by the unexpected 
poll of votes from the peasants and the development of a resolution 
without mediation from above. We are already accustomed to the fact 
that sometimes we say one thing and pass a resolution opposite to what 
was said. We got used to being silent, considering it appropriate, we 
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got used to obeying everyone and everything slavishly. From time 
immemorial, the peasantry has become accustomed to princely, 
voivodship fees and Tatar tribute, lordly and tsarist dues, and so 
on. and so on. The Russian people are accustomed to seeing themselves 
in pictures and drawings either in bast shoes or barefoot and are used 
to thinking that they don't need better shoes. And therefore, the 
commission does not find any criticism of the village council, neither 
praise, nor an order to do it necessary”. 


In the Mordovian district (SVO), at one of the re-election meetings, the 
kulak called on voters: "Do not vote and do not elect Communists to the 
Soviets, it is high time to drive them out." In with. Talovoe Borisoglebsk 
district (TsCHO) kulaks demanded the removal of the communists 
from the meeting. In the Turovsky village council of the Kostroma 
province. kulaks threw out the slogan: "Do not elect" part-time workers 
"to the Soviets." 


In the village. Zhigany of the Vitebsk District (BSSR), an anti-Soviet 
middle peasant, supported by kulaks, shouted at the meeting: "Soviet 
power, take our leave for a month." 


Kulaks and part of the middle peasants’ elite spoke no less sharply 
against the appointment of the party's “appointees” to the Council - the 
poor and women (Central ChO, SVO, NVK, a number of provinces of 
the Center, Siberia, DVK, etc.). An interesting leaflet was found in the 


Novosibirsk District, in which an anonymous author writes: 


"The program of the communists is to saddle the poor peasant, to take 
the middle peasant and the kulak by the throat and turn him into a farm 
laborer of the Party of the All-Union Communist Party." Then the 
author asks the question: "What is the purpose of the elections, if the 
Communists are in charge" and answers: "To check how many sheep 
there are in the USSR." 


In some cases, the kulaks put forward the demand to amend the 
Constitution and "equalize the rights of workers and peasants", the 
creation of peasant unions with the granting of political rights 
(Kostroma province), freedom of speech, assembly (Severodvinsk 
province), the abolition of the dictatorship of the proletariat, etc. 
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“To expand our rights, we peasants need to organize our own peasant 
union, which would have influence in all legislative bodies of 
power. Now it seems that the government is good, but it would be 
better if it were not for the dictatorship of the proletariat, we do not 
need it” (speech of the well-to-do - former chairman of the VIC at the 
re-election meeting in the village of Semenovka, Yaroslav! province). "It 
is necessary to organize the state apparatus so that it has 85 votes of 
peasants and 15 workers" (Maryinsky village council of Yaroslavl 
province). 


In the Smolensk province., In the village. Khitsovka, the requirement to 
organize a peasant union was included in the mandate. 


Among the economic demands, the kulaks put forward: "Providing 
freedom of private initiative, expanding private trade, abandoning the 
class principle in agricultural tax and self-taxation, refusing to provide 
any benefits to the poor, abandoning the industrialization of "8 
countries and channeling all funds to raise agriculture." ... 


"Agriculture must be raised before industry, let the latter settle down 
for itself" (Maryinsky village council, Yaroslavl province). 


“Our government has stuck with large industry. We must first provide 
a source of raw materials, and then develop industry” (Lysenko village, 
Kostroma province). 


In the village. Art. Medved of the Novgorod Okrug, a mandate was 
adopted: "Not to give any benefits to the poor, to collect agricultural tax 
from everyone in the same amount of land and not to tax collateral 
earnings.” In the village. Tychino, Smolensk province. the well-to-do 
made an addition to the order: "Reduce the tax on the wealthy and at 
the expense of the latter do not make allowances for the poor." Similar 
proposals were made in the Yaroslavl province. Demands for tax cuts 
are generally almost ubiquitous. 


Speaker in the village. Art. The village of the Bobruisk district (BSSR), a 
well-to-do middle peasant demanded the elimination of the order to 
strengthen cooperation, proposing instead "to give freedom to private 
trade." Under the influence of his campaigning, many voters voted 
against the cooperation. 
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Especially sharp attacks from the kulaks and of the well-off middle 
peasants subjected to the collectivization of 9 agriculture. Spreading 
all kinds of fables about collective farms, they demanded that the items 
on the collectivization of agriculture be excluded from the mandates. 


In the Dalnensky Village Council of the Novosibirsk District and in 
some villages of the Samara and Mordovian Districts (SVO), the points 
on collectivization were excluded from the orders. 


Speeches of clergy and sectarians at re-elections 


In the North Caucasus, SVO, NVK, Leningrad Region, in a number of 
provinces of the Center, there was a significant activity of clergy and 
sectarians. By deliberately organizing prayer meetings and solemn 
divine services on the day of re-elections, and thereby distracting the 
religious part of the voters from the meetings, the churchmen disrupted 
election meetings. 


In the Saratov Okrug (NVK), the Leningrad Okrug and a number of 
provinces of the Center, clergymen and sectarians organized special 
"forays" into neighboring villages with the aim of disrupting meetings 
by organizing prayer meetings. " 


Not limited to this, the churchmen were engaged in individual 
processing of believers, urging them to vote in re-elections for "strong 
men, zealots of the Orthodox faith" (Lodeino-Polsky district, LVO, 
Nizhny Novgorod province, etc.), convening pre-election meetings of 
believers under the guise of prayer meetings, which discussed the lists 
of candidates for the Council, outlined the tactics of struggle for re- 
elections, etc. (Arkhangelsk province, Penza district). 


Priest s. Neiskuskovo Votsk region. After the church service, he said in 
his sermon: “Re-elections are coming soon, look, get ready for them. Do 
not choose who you don’t need, especially the current chairman of the 
village council (a member of the CPSU), because from him all the evil, 
it is he who imposes big taxes and insurance on you. 


Noteworthy is the opposition to the recommendatory list of the VKP 
Baptist cell in the Balashov District (NVK): “The proposal of the list 
from the VKP cell is nothing more than violence. All power is violence, 
in this case the Soviet power is violence against the peasantry. " 
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In the Votsk region. in the village. Popino the priest called a meeting of 
believers, which brought together almost only "disenfranchised" and 
led agitation among them: "Strong pressure is being exerted on the 
church and the wealthy, we need to ensure that the families of the 
clergy and all workers are not deprived of election rights." 


Preparing for the spring sowing campaign 


There are significant shortcomings in preparation for the spring sowing 
campaign. An explanatory campaign among the population on the 
issue of expanding the cultivated area and carrying out the simplest 
agricultural measures in order to increase yields, until the end of 
February was deployed far from everywhere or was carried out 
unsatisfactorily. Of particular note is the lack of popularization of the 
new agricultural tax law '2° among the peasantries. In particular, almost 
everywhere, with rare exceptions, the peasantry is not aware of the tax 
benefits provided to farms that have expanded the cultivated area and 
carried out the simplest agricultural activities. In the preparation of the 
material base for the sowing campaign (the delivery of seed materials, 
agricultural machinery, the formation of a local seed fund, etc.), a 
number of major shortcomings are also noted that threaten to disrupt 
the implementation of government directives on the expansion of crop 
areas. 


The grain cleaning campaign was unsatisfactory in a number of districts 
(NVK, SVO, BSSR, a number of central provinces). Until the end of 
February, seed cleaning was carried out in insufficient quantities. In 
some places the grain cleaning machines have not been repaired (NVK, 
SKK, TsCHO), and those in operation are used with partial load. 


In some districts (North Caucasus), RIKs and sowing commissions, 
instead of appropriate preparation for the sowing campaign, [issued] 
directives on expanding sowing areas, they tried to carry out, by 
command, giving in the form of orders to village councils certain tasks 
for sowing a certain amount of land (Kushchevsky district of the Don 
district district, Tatsinsky district of the Sh [Akhtinsko] -Donsky 
district), for example: in the Medvezhinsky district of the Stavropol 
district, the RIK sent official papers to the peasants in the following 
form: wheat, etc. ". 
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Lack of semantic materials 


In a number of regions there is an acute shortage of crops. In the North 
Caucasus, the Byelorussian SSR and a number of central provinces 
(Tver, Ryazan, Yaroslavl, Kaluga), the situation has become more 
complicated due to a significant reduction by the center of initial 
applications for seeds. (The application of the CCC in the center has 
been reduced from 3,100,000 poods to 2,150,000 poods, and this amount 
includes 400,000 poods of pure-bred seeds, which were already subject 
to transfer to the State Sort Fund for distribution in the order of varietal 
seeds and were not taken into account in the application) 


The issue with semzern is especially acute in the Stavropol and Armavir 
districts of the SKK. In the Armavir district, as a result of the cut in the 
application for sowing material, the fulfillment of the wheat sowing 
plan is under threat of disruption. Due to the lack of sowing material, 
plans for expanding sown areas in other districts of the North Caucasus 
are in jeopardy. 


In the North Caucasus, there is a problem with the shipment of seed 
grain, which causes serious concern, since in this regard, the seed 
material will arrive at the deepest points late, and the thaw that has 
begun will not make it possible to transfer the received grain to the 
places in a timely manner. There is a fear that a significant part of the 
grain will reach the site only in the last days of March or early April. 


The situation with the delivery of oats is unsatisfactory. According to 
the plan, 124,000 poods should be imported, while 79-80 thousand 
poods have been shipped so far. A similar situation with harvesting 
corn seeds. Considering that the region needs to carry out an order for 
the export of corn to the Crimea, then the situation with corn is 
extremely unfavorable. Despite the fact that Kraytorg raised the prices 
for corn, the harvesting of corn is still unsatisfactory. 


In Ryazan and a number of other central provinces, plans for the 
delivery of seeds are being fulfilled extremely slowly and, moreover, 
incompletely. The situation is complicated by the aggravation of food 
difficulties in connection with the insufficient delivery of grain. 


Given such a situation, there is a threat that the population will use up 
the available seed supplies for food. 
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In the regions of dairy cattle breeding (Tver, Ryazan, Yaroslavl, Tula, 
Vologda provinces and some districts of the BSSR), the issue of the 
import of clover seeds is an acute issue. In Belarus, according to the 
plan, it is required to deliver 54 wagons of clover seeds. To cover this 
need, it was planned to procure 10 wagons locally and deliver 44 
wagons, and in February only 3 % wagons were prepared and only 7 
wagons were delivered by Belselsoyuz. There are no hopes for further 
delivery. The situation is approximately the same with the delivery of 
lupine 1. Application of Kaluga province. for clover seeds was initially 
satisfied by the center by 48%, and then it was cut in half, forcing credit 
partnerships to return the advances made by peasants for the purchase 
of seeds. 


In the non-productive districts of the Leningrad Region, unfavorable 
for grain supply (Pskov, Novgorod, Luga), due to the lack of grain 
production among the poor and low-powered middle peasants, the 
latter begin to eat both their own seed stocks and those received in the 
order of the semssud, which will inevitably affect sowing a spring 
wedge. 


In the Pskov district, for example, vetch 7 issued by the Slovkovsk 
seed-growing association to the needy population for seeding fields 
was processed into bread and eaten. The campaign to educate local 
foundations has been poor in many areas. As of February 20, according 
to the NEC, the task for the seed fund was fulfilled only in the amount 
of 38%. 


Machine supply and repair of agricultural implements 


Insufficient delivery of complex agricultural machines and implements 
is observed everywhere. In the Novosibirsk District, due to the 
reduction in the center of applications for agricultural machinery, there 
is a large shortage of sophisticated agricultural machinery and spare 
parts for tractors. Uglich UGL of Yaroslavl Gubernia, which made an 
application for 175 grain cleaning machines, did not receive them until 
the end of February. In the Penza District (SVO), instead of the planned 
delivery of 281 complex agricultural machines, only 20 were received. 
In the Buzuluk District (SVO), due to a shortage of triers !¥, the 
population refuses to sort seeds on unimproved machines. In the 
Nizhne-Volzhsky Territory, districts’ applications for agricultural 


133 


implements by the regional supplying bodies have been greatly 
curtailed due to a lack of them in the regional organizations 
themselves. There are numerous cases of the delivery of low-quality 
agricultural machines that are not widespread in these areas (brand 
unknown to the peasants, not suitable for the soil conditions of the 
area). 


In the Saransk region of the Mordovian district (SVO), slow-moving 
plows of the "Term / II" system were delivered in this region. The 
peasants refused to purchase them, demanding the plows of the 
Bryansk plant of the "Lova" system. The same situation happened with 
winnowing machines. While winters of the Ufimka system are 
widespread in the region, winners of the Krestyanka are imported. The 
sorting systems "Fuktel" brought to the Samara District are of very low 
quality. 


The situation with the repair of the existing agricultural equipment is 
also unsatisfactory.In some places, the inventory of available 
agricultural implements has not yet been made. Repair shops are not 
prepared for work due to lack of necessary equipment (Ukraine, SKK, 
NVK). In the North Caucasus, due to the lack of poultry coal and high- 
quality iron, a significant part of the forges have not yet begun 
work. Particularly unfavorable is the repair of agricultural implements 
in the Taganrog district, where there are only 300 stationary, moreover, 
poorly equipped workshops. Handicraft workshops are not involved 
in the repair of agricultural equipment. Due to the lack of spare parts 
for tractors, the repair of tractors is unsatisfactory. Thus, 44 out of 217 
tractors have been repaired in the Maikop district. In the Armavir 
district, up to 30 tractors have not been repaired due to the lack of spare 
parts. 


In the Stavropol District, due to the lack of large spare parts 
(crankshafts, bearings, etc.), out of 150 tractors to be repaired, 30 cannot 
be repaired before the start of the sowing campaign. The situation is 
similar in some NVK districts and a number of central provinces. 


At the same time, it should be noted that the repair of agricultural 
implements in a number of places is carried out extremely carelessly, 
hastily, which necessitated additional repairs. This is due to the fact that 
often for the repair of complex agricultural machines due to the lack of 
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spare parts, workshops used old worn-out parts.In the North 
Caucasus, up to 25 cases were registered when tractors released from 
repair had to be put back into repair. 


Lack of draft and forage 


The main obstacle to the expansion of the cultivated area by the poor 
and underpowered middle peasants in the North Caucasus and 
Ukraine remains the lack of draft power. Local loans are insufficient. At 
the same time, in areas experiencing food difficulties, there is a decrease 
in working livestock in low-capacity farms due to sold-out for food and 
mortality due to depletion from lack of food. In the Odessa and Stalin 
districts and in the AMSSR, many poor and middle peasants are forced 
to sell their draft animals due to lack of forage. In some regions of 
Ukraine, cases of livestock deaths have become more frequent. In one 
Tiraspol region of the AMSSR, 967 head of cattle fell in December 
1928. In the Odessa district from October 1, 1928 to February 1, 1929, up 
to 10,000 head of livestock fell, of which 8,000 were horses. 


In the Armavir district, the available draft force does not ensure the 
fulfillment of the plan in terms of expanding the cultivated area at the 
expense of the poor. Loans allocated for the hiring of draft power are 
insufficient. The situation with draft power in the North Caucasus is 
aggravated also because in a number of districts there is a lack of forage 
(Taganrog, Shakhtinsko-Donetsk, Tersky and other districts). 


In the Taganrog District, due to the lack of forage, the death of livestock 
increased (in the first quarter of 1928-1929, 513 head of working cattle 
and 1870 head of horses died). Bran and cake are sold in extremely 
limited quantities. In a number of settlements of the Shakhtinsko- 
Donetsk and Tersk districts, cases of roof opening for livestock feed 
were noted. The kulaks, taking advantage of this, greatly inflate the 
prices of fodder. 


The preparation of roughage is made difficult by the fact that it has to 
be produced in remote areas of the Salsk district and the Kalmyk region, 
which is associated with high costs and increases the cost of forage. 


The mood of the village in connection with preparations for the 
spring sowing 
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The campaign to prepare for the spring sowing has caused a great stir 
in all social strata of the village. Insufficient credits for draft power, 
agricultural implements and cutbacks of plans for the delivery of 
sowing materials cause fears among the poor that the spring sowing 
wedge will decrease. The poor of the non-rich districts of Ukraine, 
losing hope for state aid, are increasingly beginning to resort to the help 
of the well-to-do (leasing land, borrowing crops on enslaving terms, 
etc.). Among some of the poor peasants in these districts, such 
conversations were noted: "The Soviet government throws the poor 
peasant into the hands of the kulaks by not giving the grain on time 
and, moreover, by this forcing the peasants to reduce the area under 
crops.” The middle class, in general, approving measures to increase the 
yield and expand the area under crops, 


It should be noted that almost everywhere the peasantry is still not fully 
aware of the subsequent government decisions on the agricultural tax 
for 1929-1930. and other benefits provided to sowers. 


Especially such fears are widespread in those areas where there were 
cases of perversion of the class line (cases of taxation of the middle 
peasants with an individual agricultural tax) during the tax campaign 
of 1928. The following actions of the middle peasants are characteristic 
in this respect: they are not counted among the kulaks, and there will 
be nowhere to put bread”. “All this is good, but even if they are not 
heavily taxed with different taxes, then we would have immediately 
filled up the entire state with bread, everything would have gone 
differently” (Kuban and Donskoy districts). 


Agitation of the kulaks for the reduction of the cultivated area and 
against the creation of a seed fund 


The kulaks launched a wide campaign against the expansion of the 
sowing wedge, using the excesses and distortions in the grain 
procurement campaign last year: but they will not tell us that we have 
buried bread. You only need to sow your own land, and you should not 
rent someone else's land, as they will strangle you with taxes” 
(Rossoshansk District, TsChO). "All these measures to improve seeds, 
cultivate the land, etc., apart from harm, do nothing to us, and we, 
citizens, must be very careful, otherwise they will take us on the bait 
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with this whole campaign - more bread will be produced, they will be 
ripped off with taxes" (Ryazanskaya lips.). 


The kulaks are subjecting collective-farm construction to particularly 
sharp attacks. Around this issue, the kulaks are spreading all sorts of 
provocative rumors, intimidating the peasants by saying that "if any of 
the collective members wants to leave, he will be released naked," 
agitating that collective farms are "a new form of serfdom" (Tula 
province). 


There have been registered cases of fists and wealthy people breaking 
up meetings devoted to the question of collectivization. For example: 
Ins. Volovo of the Tula province. the meeting of the poor, dedicated to 
the question of collectivization of the entire region, was disrupted by 
the fists and wealthy who made their way there, who raised a noise and 
shouts: “Let's not go to the collective, that's enough. We saw what kind 
of life it is in other collectives, we will die of hunger, but we will not go 
to the commune. " 


In the North Caucasus, NVK, SVO and other regions, the kulaks 
everywhere sharply oppose the creation of semfund, disrupting 
meetings on the creation of a semfond. 


The mood of agricultural workers and land workers 


The meetings of agronomists and land workers held in a number of 
districts of the North Caucasus on raising yields mainly revealed 
approval of government measures, nevertheless, some agricultural and 
agricultural workers are skeptical about the government's decisions to 
raise yields. Among some agricultural workers, openly right-wing 
sentiments were revealed. “The rise of agriculture is possible only 
when we take the path of encouraging prosperous farms. At the district 
conventions in Armavir and Novorossiysk, some agricultural experts 
in their speeches directly pointed out that "raising yields directly rests 
on the issues of abolishing the tax and providing an opportunity for the 
development of an individual strong economy." 


Eastern national republics and autonomous regions 


Re-election of the Soviets 
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The re-election campaign of the Soviets in most of the eastern regions 
continues to take place with a significantly increased activity of all 
strata of the national and Russian countryside in conditions of an 
intensification of the class struggle.From the beginning of the 
campaign until mid-February, 23 murders, 72 beatings, 15 injuries, 17 
attempted murders, 5 arson were registered on the basis of the electoral 
struggle in the eastern regions. In the overwhelming majority of cases, 
kulaks and bai are the initiators of electoral terror. In some places, the 
direct perpetrators of terrorist acts were the poor under the fists. Terror 
is directed mainly against poor activists and members of electoral 
commissions. Along with the terror in some areas, there was 
considerable dissatisfaction with the ongoing campaigns to close 
churches, mosques and madrassas and to expose women. The kulaks 
and Muslims of Ajaristan developed the greatest activity on this 
soil. Preliminary, far from complete, data on the results of elections to 
the village councils indicate significant achievements in the social 
composition of the newly elected councils. In individual districts, the 
election campaign took place with the following features. 


And jaristan. The reporting and re-election campaign of the Soviets in 
Ajaristan is taking place in an extremely tense atmosphere. The reason 
is the coincidence of the re-election campaign with the campaigns to 
close the madrasah and remove the veil, which was widely used by 
Muslim clergy, kulaks and other anti-Soviet elements. In their agitation 
against these campaigns, the Muslim clergy and kulaks mainly referred 
to the Koran 4 and Sharia !°... Along with anti-Soviet agitation and the 
spread of provocative rumors about the allegedly forcible closure of the 
madrasah and the removal of the veil, representatives of the Muslim 
clergy and kulaks urged the population at election meetings to protest 
against the removal of the veil and the closure of the madrasah. At the 
same time, they waged a campaign among women to boycott the 
elections. The Muslim clergy and kulaks are especially active in the 
Khuli district, where a number of disruptions to meetings took place. In 
a number of cases, the agitation of the Muslim clergy and kulaks 
influenced the bulk of the population, especially women. 


In with. Shubani Khulinsky u. an illegal meeting was held under the 
chairmanship of the khoja, at which an anti-Soviet group was 
organized, which set itself the goal of opposing the closure of the 
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madrasah. In with. Didy-Adjara Ryketsky, those 20-30 people of 
women pointedly declared the head. the local labor school that if the 
madrasah is closed, they will stop sending children to Soviet schools. In 
with. The local school in Paksadzeebi was surrounded by a crowd of 
100 women, including women from the villages of Yakobadzeebi and 
Lobadzeebi, armed with batons and pitchforks, burst into the school, 
from where they drove out the teachers and tore the slogans “Down 
with the veil”. The group of women was led by the Khoja. The women's 
performance was organized by the Muslim Spiritualists and Kulaks. 


Everywhere at the poor, women's and reporting meetings, there were 
protests against the removal of the veil and the closure of the madrasah. 


Kobuleti district in with. Erge the middle peasant spoke at the meeting: 
"We will die, but we will not destroy the madrasah and veils." The poor 
people who spoke behind him said: “The Soviet government cannot 
destroy the madrasah and the veil. We wish to fulfill our customs. Long 
live the veil. We are not afraid of the government, living close to the 
border. Let the supporters of removing the veil know that we will kill 
them and take them to Turkey. " 


Khulinsky u. In with. Agar, about 70 voters, who fell under the 
influence of the Muslim clergy, at the election meeting categorically 
demanded not to close the madrasah. 


Cases of women being urged not to attend meetings, as well as threats 
to their wives for disclosure, were recorded. Some poor and middle 
peasants sent their wives to neighboring villages by the time of the re- 
election. In some places the middle peasants spoke at election meetings 
demanding elections for the Khojam. Grassroots Soviet party workers, 
with few exceptions, did not provide a proper rebuff to the anti-Soviet 
agitation of the Muslim clergy and kulaks, and often themselves 
opposed the campaign to remove the veil and close the 
madrasah. There have been cases of agitation against the removal of the 
veil by party members, as well as the prohibition of their wives to take 
off the veil and attend election meetings. Some members of the village 
council, fearing to lose their authority among the population, resorted 
to all sorts of tricks so as not to take part in the campaign to close the 
madrasah and remove the veil. 
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Kobuleti district Member of the village council s. Khala left the village 
for Batum before the elections. When asked about the reason for leaving 
the village at such a time, a member of the village council replied: “If I 
call on women to remove the veil, they will be offended at me. If I 
remain silent, the government will be displeased with me. Better to let 
everything go there without me. " 


Azerbaijan. In almost all counties, at the reporting and re-election 
meetings, the question of closing mosques and churches and using 
them for schools and clubs was raised. The most active opposition to 
the closure of mosques and churches was noted in Lankaran and Kuba 
districts. 


The initiators of the protests were kulaks, clergy and other anti-Soviet 
elements. The data on the new composition of the village councils 
indicate that they were partially littered by the proteges of the kulaks 
and people from socially alien strata.Some of the newly elected 
chairmen of the village councils from the very first days of their work 
showed themselves as defenders of the interests of the kulaks, thereby 
causing strong discontent among the poor and middle peasants 
(Lenkoransky district). 


Armenia. The kulaks, along with increased recruitment of supporters, 
continue to agitate against communists and poor activists in the village 
councils. In isolated cases, the middle peasants, under the influence of 
the kulaks, oppose the candidacies of the poor peasants. A number of 
cases of disruption and attempts to disrupt elections by kulak-anti- 
Soviet elements have been registered. Again, there were two cases of 
murder of rural activists, two beatings and two arson. Noteworthy is 
the speech sent for the re-election in the village. Almalu Daralagyaz u. a 
cadet of the Soviet party school, who proposed to close the church at a 
general meeting in an administrative manner. As a result of this 
performance, the assembly, not excluding the poor, staged a 
demonstration and tried to beat the cadet. 


Dagestan. During the re-election campaign of the Soviets in the flat 
regions of Dagestan, a number of shortcomings and distortions of the 
class line took place. Along with abuses of re-election commissioners 
and members of election commissions and their communication and 
support of socially alien elements, there were cases of clamping and 
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pressure on voters during re-elections. The clamp took place, especially 
in the village. Gubden Makhach-Kalinsky district, where, contrary to 
the wishes of the poor and farm laborers, the re-election commissioner 
(an employee of the OKRIK) held the old chairman of the village 
council, in the past a major owner and participant in the white 
movement, who was for a number of years the chairman of the village 
council with. Gubden, committed lawlessness and arbitrariness in the 
village, patronized the kulaks and clergy and disdained the needs of 
the poor and agricultural laborers. Kulaks, Muslim clergy and other 
anti-Soviet elements in their struggle to capture the Soviet apparatus 
often find support from local workers. Facts of vigorous opposition of 
kulak-mulle elements to the choice of women to the Soviets, especially 
to leadership positions, have been recorded. As a result of the 
shortcomings of the campaign and the activity of anti-Soviet elements, 
a number of village councils were clogged and their supporters 
(Kyurinsky, Achikulaksky, Buinaksky, Khasav-Yurt districts). 


Tartary. The active speeches of kulak-anti-Soviet elements, terrorizing 
rural activists, disrupting election meetings, discrediting the 
candidacies of the poor and party members in the village councils, were 
again registered. In some places, the kulaks and "disenfranchised", with 
the support of a part of the middle peasants, actively opposed the poor 
candidates, as a result of which these candidates failed. 


A typical case in the village. Pavlovka of the Arsk canton, where, when 
nominating one middle peasant for the chairperson of the village 
council, the latter said: “You do not elect me, but put me in prison. You 
know that I cannot divide our village into poor peasants, middle 
peasants, well-to-do people and kulaks. For me all are equal and all the 
same will have to rule. "The middle peasant's candidacy was 
withdrawn, but he was also elected as a delegate to the regional 
congress. 


According to preliminary data, it was established that persons with a 
criminal past, members of church councils, proteges of the kulaks, 
merchants and other alien elements, have penetrated into a number of 
village councils and audit commissions. At some volost congresses of 
Soviets, proteges of the kulaks and the Muslim clergy attended. A 
number of characteristic additions and changes to the instructions were 
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noted: on the mitigation of taxes for the Muslim community; "Collect 


mon 


agricultural tax from all equally,” "not to open clubs in mosques, to 


allow creed," etc. 


Arsk canton. In the Sadilov society, a clause was included in the 
mandate that "the tax should be levied on everyone equally, without 
dividing into the poor and the rich." A similar demand was put forward 
by the majority of the participants in the re-election meeting in the 
village. Wed Cerda. They also spoke in favor of deleting the clause on 
universal education. In with.In Cheremyshevo, the commission 
included in the mandate a clause on reducing the days of patronal 
holidays. During the voting of this item, a general outcry arose 
demanding its deletion. The item has been dropped. 


Buinsky canton. In the village. Klyashevo at the election meeting 
raised the issue of including in the mandate a clause on the resolution 
of the doctrine. 


Chelninsky canton. Member of the Presidium of the Electoral 
Assembly village. Kuvadi proposed to include a clause in the mandate 
that “mullahs should not be taxed and clubs should not be built in 
mosques”. Most of the women approved this proposal, and they tried 
to beat the poor woman who opposed it. 


Kazakhstan. Baysko-clan groups in the Kazakh aul, actively preparing 
for the seizure of the village councils, are again registered in a number 
of regions. In some places, grass-roots co-workers are directly involved 
in the grouping struggle. Along with the group struggle for the seizure 
of the Soviet apparatus, the persecution of poor activists and grassroots 
Soviet workers by the Baysko-anti-Soviet elements of the Kazakh aul 
and the Russian kulaks continues. According to preliminary data, 
proteges of the bayism and kulaks and persons with an anti-Soviet and 
criminal past (Guryevsky, Aktyubinsky, Akmola, Petropavlovsky, 
Uralsky, Kar punished and not kiy, Kustanai districts) were elected to 
a number of village and aul Soviets. In the Kazakh aul, the penetration 
of an alien element into the aulso-vets was facilitated in places by Soviet 
workers. 


Uzbekistan. Along with the intensification of the anti-Soviet activity of 
the bays, merchants, former emirchikov and other anti-Soviet elements, 
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the re-election campaign of the Soviets caused a significant increase in 
the activity of the poor peasant strata of the dekhkans. In order to divert 
the attention of the poor from re-elections and thereby disrupt them, 
the bayism often timed various kinds of feasts to coincide with 
meetings. 


Bai of the Set-Kugan village of the Naussky district of the Khojent 
district on the day of the re-election was arranged by the one, to which 
he invited about 1000 farmers. That lasted two days, as a result of which 
no more than 25% of voters attended the re-election meeting. 


At the same time, Baysko-anti-Soviet elements resort to terrorizing local 
kishlak activists. During the months of January and February, 7 
murders and 6 injuries were registered due to re-elections. As a result 
of the last elections, there is a significant improvement in the 
composition of the village councils. According to preliminary data, 
immigrants from socially alien strata make up 3% of the newly elected 
village councils, while before the re-election they were up to 
20%. However, it should be noted that a certain part of the middle 
peasants and even the poor who entered the new composition of the 
village councils are under the influence of the bays. 


Turkmenistan. The ended reporting campaign everywhere revealed 
the growth of the activity of the poor peasants’ strata of the 
population. The poor were especially active when considering the list 
of "disenfranchised". In the Tashauz district in aul No. 1, during the 
discussion of candidacies for the aul council, a struggle arose between 
the poor and the "disenfranchised" bai who had penetrated into the 
meeting, which ended in a fight. Baystvo continues to vigorously 
campaign for the admission of his supporters to the village councils, 
convene secret meetings to which he attracts the poor. Cases of 
disruptions of elections meetings were recorded. 


In the village of Manysh of the Ashgabat region, those deprived of their 
electoral rights demanded that the chairman of the village council leave 
their supporter. After this candidacy was withdrawn, they dispersed 
the meeting. 


In some places, the bachelorhood and the Muslim community, having 
treated the poor and middle peasants, at the re-election meeting, failed 
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the list of the cell and took their people to the Council. There was a case 
of voting for the candidacies of bays by some members of the bureau of 
the cell (aul Arab-Kesherli-Kala, Kaakhki region). 


Kyrgyzstan. The overwhelming majority of the poor went to the newly 
elected village councils. Along with the activity of the poor, there was 
an intensified activity of baev-manapov. The latter, in order to attract 
the poor to their side and to hold their candidatures for the Soviets, 
arranged for them, bribed the poor and local Soviet workers, in places 
using threats against them. As a result, in some village councils, the 
bayam-manaps managed to get their supporters into the village 
councils. This was especially the case in the Chui canton, where in some 
village councils of the Chuisky and Kalininsky districts the baysky layer 
in the newly elected village councils reaches 22%. 


In a number of districts (Naryn, Talas), the baystvo, having been 
defeated in the re-election, collects materials and money in order to file 
a petition with the Kyrgyz CEC to cancel the re-election, arguing that 
the elections to the Council were allegedly held incorrectly. 


Grain harvesting campaign 
KAZAKHSTAN 


Grain procurement in February is characterized by an extremely slow 
pace. In the Petropavlovsk district, the monthly plan was fulfilled by 
18.5%, and the annual plan by 52.4%. In Pavlodar district, the monthly 
plan was fulfilled by 14.24%. The situation is similar in a number of 
other districts. Significant interruptions in the shipment of harvested 
grain continue to be noted. In the Akmola Okrug, 37,500 tons of 
unloaded grain have accumulated in remote areas. Due to the humidity 
and unequipped storage facilities, the bread can be spoiled. 


The supply of the local procurement network with scarce manufactured 
goods continues to be insufficient. Private traders, taking advantage of 
this, sometimes purchase grain in exchange for goods. The shortage of 
manufactured goods continues to cause sharp discontent among the 
holders of surplus and criticism of cooperation. It should be noted that 
in some places, along with the commodity crisis, there are cases of 
irrational use of special purpose manufactured goods (squandering, 
selling to private owners, etc.). The grain procurements continue to 
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meet active opposition from kulak elements. Refraining from 
surrendering the surplus, the kulaks resolutely do not want to 
surrender the surplus they have, keeping the bread unmilled, hiding it 
in pits, distributing it for safekeeping to relatives and partially to the 
poor. Along with this, the kulaks oppose the collective delivery of 
grain, organization of "red carts" and strives to disrupt the export of 
grain by means of agitation and intimidation of the middle peasants 
and the poor with the lack of bread in the spring. There are also cases 
of resistance of the kulaks-millers to the surrender of the garnets 
collection and the sale of the incoming garnets tax on the private 
market. There are some cases of excesses during the [collection] 
(especially in the Semipalatinsk, Syr-Darya and Kostanay districts). 


BASHKIRIA 


Grain procurements in Bashkiria in February decreased significantly 
compared to January. Already from the first five-day period in 
February, a sharp drop in workpieces begins. On the 6th five-day 
period of February 312 dkt were prepared. against 968.4 dct. in the last 
five days of January. The end of February shows a decrease in 
comparison with last year's procurement (312 dct. In the 6th five-day 
period of 1928-1929, against 649 dct. In the 6th five-day period of 1927- 
1928). The annual plan for Bashkiria on March 1, 1929 was fulfilled by 
77.1%. The weakest grain procurements are going through the 
Soyuzkhleb, which has fulfilled 65.4% of the annual target. There is also 
a weak receipt of the garnets collection: on February 20, 660,000 poods 
were received. harntsevoy collection, which is 24.4% of the planned 
target. The activity of private traders and speculators has intensified. In 
recent years, 46 people have been brought to justice, the most malicious 
speculators. 


TATARIA 


In February, there is a further decrease in the rate of procurement. The 
February plan was fulfilled by 25%.As before, the passivity and 
inactivity of the procurement apparatus, the malicious delay by the 
kulak elements of their surplus and the disorganizing activity of private 
traders are the main reasons for the slow pace of procurement. In a 
number of cantons, there is a weak supply of garnets collection. Miller 
fists and tenants refuse to conclude contracts and sell the incoming 
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gamets tax in their favor on the private market. In the Buino canton, 
two mill owners in a “protest” against the garnets collection burned 
their mills. In the Chistopol canton, 42 people were brought to justice 
for speculation in bread for 15 days in February. Strengthening of the 
activity of the private trader takes place in a number of other 
cantons. On the part of the kulak part of the village, there has recently 
been an increase in activity aimed at disrupting the grain procurement 
campaign. Individual cases of open anti-Soviet protests by kulaks, 
beating by kulaks of Soviet workers taking an active part in the grain 
procurement campaign, etc., have been recorded. 


Emigration sentiments in Buryat-Mongolia 


Emigration sentiments among the Buryat population of Buryat- 
Mongolia, which took on significant proportions from the middle of 
1928, in January-February led to cases of organized attempts by the 
Buryats to cross the border. The inspiration for emigration sentiments 
is the Baysko-kulak part of the Buryat population, in particular, the 
"disenfranchised". Lamstry % and part of the national 
intelligentsia also play a significant role. The leader of the emigration 
movement is the group of the conservative-reactionary lamstry of the 
Aginsky aimag, headed by the lama Dashi-Tsirenov-Yumdalakov, who 
carried out appropriate organizational and preparatory work among 
the Buryats long ago. These elements were widely used the following 
points: land management work, land allotment for collective farms, the 
introduction of the eating principle '”” on land use in cattle breeding 
areas, individual taxation of Bai farms. Excessive excesses in a number 
of districts during certain events, in particular, the tax campaign, 
significantly increased emigration sentiments. The strongest 
emigration sentiments were noted in the eastern regions of Buryat- 
Mongolia, primarily in the Aginsky and Mukhor-Shibirsky regions. By 
the beginning of January this year. In the city of Argun and Dauria 
(Chita district), about 1500 yurts were concentrated, intending to 
emigrate to China. In February, this figure reached 3000. The desire to 
emigrate is observed mainly among the strong strata of the cattle- 
breeding farms of the Agin aimag. By the measures taken, the bulk of 
those who tried to emigrate were detained. The leader of the movement 
was arrested. 
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Sentiment over Afghan events 


The Afghan events continue to be a source of various provocative 
rumors and anti-Soviet agitation emanating from traders, bays, 
Muslims, and former emir officials in Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and 
Kyrgyzstan. In some speeches of these elements, there are prevailing 
moments of expectation that "the Afghan uprising will spread to the 
territory of the USSR" and threats against the communists in this case. A 
group of "disenfranchised" bays of the Merv region of Turkmenistan 
organized systematic meetings at which the issues of "preparation for a 
future war between Afghanistan and the USSR" were discussed. At the 
same time, the group spread provocative rumors among the 
population. Jamshids 8 and Baluchis ' show particular interest in 
Afghan eventsamong which there are widespread rumors that "the 
rebels in Afghanistan are defending religion and will win." 


In connection with the Afghan events, raids by foreign gangs on the 
territory of Turkmenistan and Tajikistan have become more 
frequent. Separate gangs, having carried out raids on our border posts 
and auls, carry out robberies and steal cattle. 


Churchmen 


In a number of regions, in order to raise the religiosity of the 
population, the clergy organize societies (sisterhoods, brotherhoods) 
that help the clergy in strengthening church discipline, recruiting new 
believers, etc. These organizations strive to create maximum 
opportunities for constant communication between "brothers" 
conversations, helping believers in need by visiting their homes). For 
the summer, some communities buy "holiday homes" for their 
members. 


Churchmen pay a lot of attention to youth; priests organize a kind of 
"unions of youth who love Christ." In with. Kostornoye of the Voronezh 
District (TsCHO), the priest who organized the above union, gives out 
15 kopecks for breakfast to children every day.On solemn days 
(holidays) they were given money and sweets. In the Achinsk District 
(Siberia), 84 young people aged 8 to 17 years old were recruited by 
priest, who wanted to study the law of God. One of the churches in 
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Moscow has a special fenced platform for children. To "educate" 
community members, paid preachers are invited, taking 20 rubles 
each. for a lecture (Moscow province). Some churches have created 
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special funds for “helping poor parishioners,” “sobriety societies,” etc. 


The facts illustrating the rise in religiosity are: the construction and 
repair of houses of worship (Minusinsk district), the purchase and 
construction of apartments and houses for the clergy, in particular, in 
Moscow there were cases of purchase of apartments and dachas for 
priests for 3-5 thousand rubles. 


Along with individual moments of increased religiosity, a decline in 
religious sentiments continues to be noted (poor attendance at 
churches, their transfer to cultural institutions, etc.). Several cases of 
painless transfer of churches to schools and clubs have been registered 
in the Bashkir Republic. 


The anti-Soviet agitation of churchmen in certain areas intensified due 
to the deprivation of their civil rights as clergy (high rates of rent, 
deprivation of grain books, exclusion of children from educational 
institutions). In addition to speeches in churches with appeals not to 
believe the Communists, the dissolution of ridiculous rumors, during 
the reporting period there were cases of dissemination of anti-Soviet 
documents by churchmen, such as letters from Berdyaev, Professor 
Grum-Grzhimailo (Moscow province). As a result of the agitation of the 
priests, several cases of mass excesses were noted (Penza, Moscow, 
Tver provinces). 


Deputy Chairman of the OGPU 

Trilisser 

Head of the Information Department of the OGPU 

Alekseev 

Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 

Kucherov 

Appendix 1. Cases of hunger and diseases due to exhaustion 


Leningrad region. 
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Velikiye Luki District. In the village. Ladygino Pustoshkinsky district, 
the poor man's family is starving. Children get sick because of 
malnutrition. The resulting bran was eaten instead of bread. 


In the village. Zhukova Gora family of poor man Matveyev is 
starving. The wife and children became ill due to malnutrition. 


Pskov District. In the village. Postnikovo, Novoselsky district, three 
poor families were swollen due to hunger. 


In the village. The constipation of the same region, a starving family of 
a poor man, ate the meat of a dead cow. 


In the village. Melekhovo, Pskov District, in some families, children 
from exhaustion have become so weak that they cannot walk and are 
swollen. 


In the village. Terekhovo, two children died of hunger. 


In the village. Skomor the peasant and his child died of hunger. The 
remaining wife and two children have absolutely no bread. 


Cases of swelling were registered in the villages of Treshuny, Yazupy, 
Krasnogorodsky district, in the villages of Ostreikovo, Klimovo, Podera 
and Dedyatkov, Ostrovsky district. 


Ukraine 


Zaporozhye district. In with. Dneprovka, Kamensky district, out of 
7000 population, 4000 people are in dire need of food aid. In the same 
village, 15 deaths of children with dysentery due to eating bread 
substitutes were registered. 


Mariupol district. In with. 15 starving families have been registered in 
Krasnovka of the Oktyabrsky district. The number of hungry people in 
this village is increasing every day. Poor people complain that the local 
self-help committee only sells food for cash, denying credit. 


In with. In Zakharyevka, Volodarsky District, three families have been 
starving for several days. In the district center itself, Volodarka, 17 
starving families were registered. 
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In with. Krivoy Kosye, Budennovsky district, there were several cases 
of swelling due to hunger. 


In with. Yalta, Mangush District, a number of poor people are starving 
for lack of bread. 


Dnepropetrovsk district. In with. Derezovatka 50 poor households are 
starving. There have been cases of illness due to malnutrition. 


Kremenchug district. In with. Stolbovakha, Zhovninsky district, a poor 
old man died of hunger. 


In Kutselovsky district, in 8 settlements out of 35640 inhabitants, 1963 
children and 3793 adults are starving. In the Mishurinsky, Kutselovsky 
and Yasinovatsky village councils, cases of swelling were noted due to 
hunger. 


Group visits of peasants to Soviet and cooperative institutions 
Smolensk lips. 


To the chairman of the Artyomovsk VIK Vyazemsky u. about 100 
peasants showed up, insistently demanding a ration of at least 10 
pounds of flour a month per eater, declaring: "Otherwise, we will die of 
starvation." Having received a refusal, they left shouting: "Got a meal, 
got drunk, they don't want to think about us, just give them a tax." 


In Edinskoe PO Smolensk u. every day the poor come in groups of 20- 
30, demanding the distribution of bread. 


Speech on the basis of the food crisis 


February 7 in the village. Olsha Lyubovichsky parish Smolensky A 
crowd of peasants (mostly women) in the amount of 40 people, agitated 
by a priest, a clerk and kulaks, came to the chairman of the SKKOV, 
demanding an immediate compilation of a list for receiving bread and 
including in the list of initiators of the speech and the rest of the wealthy 
(who did not need bread). Having drawn up a list and taking with them 
the chairman of the KKOV, the crowd went to the chairman of the 
village council, demanding to certify the list and put the seal of the 
village council. Then a delegation of 8 people, mostly women, headed 
by a wealthy peasant woman, was sent to the VIC. 
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Arriving at the VIC, the delegation demanded an immediate 
certification of signatures and an order to issue bread according to the 
list. To the objection of the chairman of the VIC against the distribution 
of bread to the wealthy, the head of the delegation began to knock on 
the table, demanding the approval of the list. After the persuasion of 
the chief of militia and the chairman of the VIC, the delegation left, 
agreeing to provide bread only to those in need. Leaving, the head of 
the delegation said: "This is not all, we will come to you on February 13 
and if you do not fulfill our demand, it will be much worse." 


On February 9, when VIK members appeared in the village, who had 
come to identify those who really needed bread, a crowd of 60 women 
gathered, demanding the approval of the initial list and the issuance of 
bread according to it, threatening otherwise to beat the chairman of the 
village council. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 
Kucherov 
Appendix No. 2. Grain procurement 


A. Counteracting the Kulaks and the Wealthy Grain Procurement 
Campaign 


Delay of grain surplus 


Tambov District (TsCHO). In with. In Osino-Lozovsky of the Sampur 
region, local kulaks, having large grain surpluses, refrain from 
exporting them. Hut fists. Kazadaevo, Rzhaksinsky district, having 
significant grain surpluses, do not hand them over to the bunkers, 
selling bread on the private market at speculative prices. 


Kozlovsky district. In with. Shitty Shekhman district kulaks and the 
well-to-do, as well as part of the middle peasantry who have surplus 
grain, refuse to sell bread to the state: “As long as free trade exists, no 
one is for 80 kopecks. bread is out of luck. Enough that last year our 
bread was pumped out”. 


Ostrogozhsky district. In with. Rotten Chermyansky region 
prosperous peasant Shkavrov hid 200 poods. of threshed bread and, 
moreover, keeps 17 kopecks of bread unthreaded. In the same village, 
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the kulak Simakov, which has more than 700 poods. bread, did not 
hand over a single pound to state producers, expecting an increase in 
bread prices by spring. 


Oryol District. In with. Kamenevskoe, Oryol region, kulaks who 
entered into an agreement with a credit partnership for the delivery of 
their grain surpluses and received 300 rubles each. advance payment, 
until now the grain has not been taken out, intending to sell it on the 
private market. 


Astrakhan District (NVK). Kulaks and prosperous villages of 
Vyazovka, Salt Zaymishche and others, which have significant grain 
reserves, refrain from handing them over to state producers, citing low 
prices for bread.So, in the village. The prosperous Salt Loan Boev 
shelters up to 1800 poods. grain, with. Vyazovka kulaks Konopkin, 
Samoilenko and Kobozev each have 1000 poods. grain, with. The well- 
to-do old woman Nekashev, Mamontov and Provorov refuse to 
surrender their surplus. At the same time, these persons are 
campaigning that "there is no plan to sow, that due to low prices for 
bread, sowing will have to be reduced." 


Saratov district. In the villages of Boldyrevka, Salovka and others, the 
kulaks and the wealthy hold on to their grain surpluses. So, in the 
village. Talovka, the prosperous Kulishev has 1000 poods. bread, which 
he is holding back, waiting for the price increase. The well-to-do Fateev 
has 700 poods. bread, well-to-do Panteyev - 800 poods. The well-to-do 
Chernyshev, a member of the village council, has about 1,000 
poods. bread, which he gradually grinds and sells in flour in the 
market. 


Volsky district. In with. The prosperous workers of the Volsk region, 
on the offer to pour bread to the state, categorically refuse: "We have no 
bread for parasites." 


In with. The old woman of the Astrakhan District, the kulaks, refuse to 
hand over bread in exchange for cloth, despite the fact that they are in 
great need of it: "Let them die without bread, but we will do without 
cloth." 


The same is observed in ASSRNP, Kamyshinsky, Balashovsky and 
other districts of the region. 
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Mordovia District (SVO). In the village. Kirdyashevo of the 
Norovchatovsky district is a well-to-do local with about 1500 
poods. surplus bread did not hand over a single pound to the state 
producers. 


The kulak of the same village, Nadeikin, has more than 500 poods of 
grain. and 1000 poods. potatoes. During the entire grain procurement 
campaign, not a single pound was taken out to the state producers. At 
the same time, he is campaigning for refusal to surrender grain among 
the rest of the peasantry: “We need to hold on to the existing grain, for 
the price for it will soon be 5 rubles. for a pood ". Nadeikin distributes 
bread to needy peasants on enslaving terms. 


Buzuluk district. A group of well-to-do peasants from the Pleshanovo 
non-colony of the Sorochinsky district categorically refuses to export 
their surplus to the state producers: "Than to give bread to the state, it 
is better to feed it to cattle." 


In with. Ozerye Grachevsky district 9 prosperous, with 2000 poods. and 
over excess grain, they refrain from exporting it. 


Orenburg district. In the village Buranny and Novo-lletsky, inhabited 
by prosperous Cossacks, have significant reserves of grain, preserved 
unmilled. In the village Buranny has about 100,000 poods. unmilled 
bread, which the well-to-do angrily adhere to. 


Penza district. Well-to-do with. Kerensk refuses to export grain 
surpluses: "I will not give a pound of bread to the Communists, it is 
better to rot, and not only will I not give it myself, but I will advise 
others not to give bread either." 


Well-to-do with. V._Muromki N [Izhne] -Lomovskiy district at a 
general meeting of peasants on the export of grain said: "I'd better burn 
my own bread, but I won't hand it over to the state." 


Kupyansky District (Ukraine). Fist hut. Bereznik, who has significant 
reserves of bread, refuses to hand over to the state producers: "I have 
bread, but I will not hand it over to the state - let it lie down until 
spring.” Fearing possible searches and the selection of surplus bread, he 
asked the local teacher to hide his bread in the school building. 
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In with. Kazarik kulaks declare: “We will not bring bread to the 
cooperatives - let the pigs eat it better. Better to wait until spring - then 
the poor will give 2 tithes of land for a pood of bread. " 


Priluki district. Fists with. Razumovka, holding back their surplus, at 
the same time agitate among the rest of the peasantry against the 
surplus of grain surpluses in the cooperatives, since "the cooperation 
does not give you anything" and for leaving the cooperative: "Quit 
collectively from the partnership." 


In the Pripyatinsky region, a number of cases of burying grain 
surpluses into the ground with their fists were noted. Only in one 
village of Petrovka there were 7 such cases (in each case, from 200-300 
poods were buried). 


Izium district. In the hut. Bestuzhevka, a local kulak, with the 
assistance of a Komsomol member, hid 200 poods. of bread. The 
population knows about this and is indignant: "Komsomolets, but he 
does services to the kulak." 


Poltava district. Well-to-do with. Pavlovka, speaking at a general 
meeting of peasants, categorically refused to hand over his surplus: "I 
did not sell to the cooperatives and I will not sell - let the power take it 
by force, if it has the right to." 


Armavir District (SKK). In the hut. Krasnogorsk, Armavir district, 8 
kulak farms have a surplus: 6400 poods. corn, 4800 poods. wheat and 
3200 poods. barley. In the hut. Alexander's three kulaks have: 2000 
poods. corn, 1800 poods. wheat. In the hut. Western four fists have up 
to 5000 poods. wheat. In stts. Dmitrievskaya, every prosperous man 
has a surplus of barley alone from 500 to 2000 poods. 


Donetsk district. In the Popovsky and Maryevsky village councils of 
the Kosharsky district, kulaks with up to 3000 poods. grain each, refrain 
from delivery to state producers. They take out 10-15 poods. in 
cooperation to obtain a manufactory. 


According to an approximate estimate, 120 farms in Armavir, Donskoy 
and Sh [Akhtinsko] -Donetsk districts have 69,000 poods. surplus 
bread. In the same districts, in February, up to 65 cases of hiding bread 
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in stacks, pits, depositing grain surpluses to the poor and relatives, etc., 
were registered in February. 


Novosibirsk District (Siberia). In the Kolyvan district, the kulaks have 
not yet begun delivering bread. Only three cases were recorded when 
the kulaks handed over grain to procurers on vouchers for 100-200 
poods, in other cases the delivery of bread is made for 13-20 poods. 


A similar situation takes place in Indersky and Berdsky districts, where 
the kulaks and the well-to-do, having 500 and more poods of surplus, 
did not hand over a single pound to the state producers, they did not 
take or sell vouchers in the private market, expecting an increase in 
bread prices by spring. 


In the Kargatsky region, a survey of kulak and prosperous farms 
established that 75 people are malicious non-suppliers of bread, of 
which 20 are kulaks, with up to 10,000 poods. bread, wealthy - 55 
people with up to 21,000 poods. of bread. 


Tulunovsky district. Kulak Levchuk of the Andryushin village council 
has all grain crops over 2000 poods, of which wheat alone - up to 1000 
poods. 


In the same village, the well-to-do Makarovich has 1,500 poods. grain 
surplus, prosperous Pukalov - 2000 poods. and prosperous Kiryan - 
2000 poods. 


In the Kuytunsky district, the kulaks and the well-to-do also have large 
grain reserves, which they maliciously shy away from handing over to 
state producers. So, Ivlev's fist has up to 1500 poods. bread, prosperous 
Tire - 2000 poods. 


Irkutsk District. In the Balagan region, 28 people were identified as 
kulaks and well-to-do people who, having significant grain reserves, 
did not hand over a single pound of grain-to-grain procurement 
organizations. Placing them on the lists of malicious non-donors of 
bread, announcing their names in the press, or declaring a boycott did 
not have any effect on them. 


Barabinsky district. Inthe village. Rare of the Yudinsky region, the fist 
of Filippov, which has 1000 poods. grain surpluses, he categorically 


155 


refuses to hand them over to the state producers, declaring: "I'd better 
feed the pigs, but I won't hand over them." 


The same is true for all Siberian districts. 
Agitation against the export of grain 


Buzuluk district (SVO). Fist s. Malo-Gvasitsky Grachevsky district, 
among fellow villagers agitates: “The authorities do not need to give a 
pound of bread. They robbed us in the 20 th year and now they started 
robbing us”. 


Orenburg district. Fist s.N.-Pokrovskoe, with up to 600 
poods. threshed bread and about 500 poods. unmilled, agitates against 
the export of bread: “Don't be fools, men, don't give bread to the 
state. The government oppresses us in every possible way with these 
grain procurements, but does not provide goods”. 


Another kulak of the same village, a malicious non-distributor of bread, 
hiding part of his bread in the pits, is agitating: "The authorities have 
strangled us and robbed us at every step, taking away bread for a 
pittance, it is not necessary to give these robbers bread." 


Borisoglebsk district (TsChO). Fist s. Chernyaevki of the Mordovian 
region, after the arrival of one of the representatives for grain 
procurement in the village, together with the priest bypassed the 
peasants, conducting agitation against the delivery of grain to the 
cooperatives. 


Kursk district. Wealthy peasant s. Rozhdestvenka of the Fatezhsky 
region agitates among the peasants: "Now, if someone comes from the 
grain procurement officials, we must drive them in the neck." 


Fist s. Muravlevo of Besedinsky district, being in the village council, 
said: "We will hide bread and do not intend to hand over it, and we will 
beat all the communists." 


Armavir District (SKK). In stts. Voznesenskaya kulaks, spreading 
rumors about the imminent application of emergency measures, are 
agitating for the need to urgently sell the available grain surpluses on 
the private market: “We must hurry up to sell bread, otherwise the 
sobashniki !°° - the red merchants went through their yards to buy 
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grain at fixed prices” - “they will soon start walking in the courtyards, 
summons to the village council, but arrests, then it will be too late, you 
need to hurry to sell bread while there is time. " 


Sarapul district (Ursi). Wealthy villages Kalinovskaya Elovsky district 
in order to oppose the export of grain, agitate: "Here the government 
will take out all the bread from our village and the poor will remain 
hungry, so we must hold back the bread." 


Kungurskiy district. At a general meeting of the peasants of the 
Volkovsky village council of the Berezovsky district, the well-to-do 
campaigned: “What a fool would hand over grain to the state for a 
pittance when you can sell it three or four times more on the market. It 
is necessary to sell bread not to cooperatives, but to export it to the 
private market. " 


Bread speculation 


Volsky District (NVK). In with. In the village of Cherkasy region, 
wealthy peasants are engaged in grain speculation. Buying 200-300 
poods. grain, they grind it into flour and sell it on the private market at 
higher prices. 


Pugachevsky district. In the hut.Chumakovskiy N_ [ozo] - 
Nikolaevskiy district, almost all wealthy population is engaged in grain 
speculation. Buying bread from fellow villagers or in neighboring 
villages, they grind it into flour and take it to cities (Borisoglebsk, etc.), 
where they sell it at a high price. 


So, the well-to-do Efremov, who bought 100 poods in 
Uryupinsk. bread, several times took flour to Borisoglebsk, stating that 
“he sells flour for 5 rubles. 50 kopecks per pood and makes 2 rubles. for 
a pood ". The prosperous Karavaev bought wheat several times at the 
Yaryzhenskaya mill and with. Sands, reselling it in Borisoglebsk. 


ASSR NP. In with. Lucerne in the Marksstadt region, the kulaks, the 
well-to-do and some of the strong middle peasants systematically 
speculate in bread. 


In the Zelman canton, the well-to-do villages of Straub, Zelman and 
others speculate in bread. Wealthy with. Selman Kunz and Specht 
ground up to 3000 pounds. wheat at the mill with. Cherebaevo and sold 
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on the private market. The speculator Schaefer ground 2500 poods at 
the same mill. 


Bread speculation is also highly developed in the Balzer Canton. In 
some villages of the Sosnovsky District (especially in the village of 
Bobrovka), peasants speculate not only with their own grain, but also 
buy it in neighboring villages. 


The Bobrovsk peasants removed up to 7,000 poods from 
Splavnukha. grain, and from with. Minks up to 5000 poods, which in 
processed form (flour) were sold on the bread market of Saratov. 


Mordovia District (SVO). Wealthy with. Troitsk St [aro] -Shaigovsky 
region are engaged in systematic speculation in bread. Buying it in the 
town of Ruzayevka, they send bread by tug to the Nizhny Novgorod 
province, where they sell it at high prices, making large sums of money 
out of it. 


The same is observed in the village. Kozlovka in the same district where 
prosperous villages systematically speculate in bread, buying it in the 
grain districts of the Penza district (N [Izhne] -Lomovsk, Chembarsk) 
and exporting it to Vladimir province, where they sell it for 10 
rubles. for a pood. Bread is transported by tug in whole carts (15-20 
carts each). 


Buzuluk district. Well-to-do with. Nikolaevka, Sorochinsky district, 
speculates in bread, buying it from his fellow villagers and reselling it 
in the private market at increased prices. 


The same is observed in all districts of the region and is widespread. 


Shadrinsky District (Ural). In with. In Krivskoye, Olkhovsky District, 
the export of grain to the city of Sverdlovsk takes on a massive 
character. Bread is exported in whole carts. 


Irbit District. In with. Osintsevo, Zaikovsky District, wealthy people 
who speculate in bread, take it in whole carts to the city of Nadezhdinsk 
and other workers’ districts. 


The same is observed in the village. Shcherachikha of the Baikal region, 
where, under the leadership of a member of the village council, a group 
of 5 people was organized for organized speculation in bread. 
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Donetsk District (SKK). In the settlements of Voloshino, Malyshkino, 
Rogalik and others of the Malychevsko-Polnensky region, the kulaks 
are intensively speculating in bread. Buying up grain at higher prices, 
they grind it into flour and export it to Lugansk, where they sell it for 
6-7 rubles. for a pood. 


Hut fists. Petrovsky N [ovo] -Kalitvensky district, grinding 300-600 
poods. bread sell flour in private markets for 6-7 rubles. for a pood. 


Taganrog District. In Natalievsky and other village councils, kulaks- 
buyers of bread buy from the poor peasants certificates from the village 
councils for grinding, by which they grind the purchased grain and 
export the prepared flour to Rostov, Yeisk, Mariupol, Melitopol and 
other cities. 


In the Sovetsky, Fedorovsky and Matveyevo-Kurgan districts, the 
kulaks and the well-to-do, organizing themselves into groups, conduct 
a systematic purchase of bread, driving around the farms, while the 
grain procurers do nothing, referring to the fact that "the population's 
grain surplus has been exhausted." 


Novosibirsk District (Siberia). Fist s.Kargat, who deals with 
yamshchina '!, travels to villages and mills and buys bread from 
peasants, which he then resells at higher prices. Another kulak of the 
same village, deprived of electoral rights, is also systematically buying 
up grain, hoping to sell it in the spring at a higher price. 


Barnaul district. Fist s. Buranovo buys grain from peasants, grinds it 
into flour and sells it on the private market at speculative prices. During 
the current grain procurement campaign, he purchased about 2000 
poods. of bread. 


Fist s. Sukharevo, Kosikhinsky district, bought 320 poods within 6 
days. bread for 95 kopecks. per pood, ground into flour and sold in a 
private market in Barnaul for 2 rubles. 40 kopecks. for a pood. 


The same is observed in Slavgorodsky, Kamensky, Krasnoyarsky and 
other districts of Siberia. 


Spreading provocative rumors 
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Rossoshanskiy district (TsChO). Fist s. Pavlovsk, a former merchant, 
in a conversation among fellow villagers said: "Now forget about 
exporting grain, and in Moscow there is a whole uprising of workers 
on the basis of a lack of bread." 


In with. Talovaya spread rumors among the peasants that "there is a 
great discontent among the workers in Moscow, a strike and an 
uprising of workers against the government are expected soon.” Similar 
rumors are spreading in a number of districts of the Central Black Earth 
Region. 


Buzuluk district (SVO). The prosperous people of the Prigorodny 
District spread rumors among their fellow villagers that "there will 
certainly be famine in the spring, so the poor should prevent the grain 
from being pumped out." 


In the Brachevsky district, the kulaks are agitating among the 
peasantry: "In the spring we will die of hunger, because the authorities 
supply Ukraine with bread, and we export the last bread." 


Srednyak s. Kamenka of the Sorochinsky District is spreading rumors 
among the peasants that the workers now stand entirely for the 
peasants and in all the newspapers the workers’ demands have been 
published that not to take grain from the peasants and cut off all taxes. 


In the same area in the village. Grachevka is spreading rumors that "all 
the bread is now going abroad to pay off the royal debts, so in the spring 
there will be a strong famine - the bread must be held back." 


Mordovian district. Among the peasants with. Batyshevo, 
Atyashevsky district, rumors were spread by kulaks that "there is no 
bread, there will soon be a hunger strike, and the Soviet government is 
taking away the last bread." 


Izium District (Ukraine). Fist sl. Petrovskaya, in a group of kulaks, 
told the following: “The militia took away the flour from the peasants 
who brought grain to Kharkov. Then the peasants turned to the 
workers with a complaint, and the workers demanded to return the 
taken grain. When the grain was returned, the workers bought it from 
the peasants for 7 rubles. for a pood, declaring, "you peasants, it is 
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better to stop exporting grain altogether, so that we have something to 
begin with to drive this power away." 


Poltava district. The kulaks are spreading rumors that "in two months 
they will be walking around with rifles and taking grain by force and 
that this will inevitably end in a peasant uprising." 


Mariupol district. The kulaks are vigorously spreading provocative 
rumors about the impending war and that there will be a change of 
power, in the spring they will come from Galicia - we need to save 


" 


bread for them. 


In connection with the rumors spread in the Mariupol district, there 
have been isolated cases when Jewish colonists abandon the land and 
leave the city. 


In the districts of the right bank of Ukraine, the kulak agitation has been 
intensifying lately that “in the spring we will have to experience 
difficulties due to the lack of grain (B. Gerkovsky district). “By spring 
there will be hunger, the price of bread will rise - you need to hide 
bread” (Vinnytsia District). 


B. Shortcomings in the work of the lower procurement and Soviet 
apparatus 


The passivity of grain procurers 


Ostrogozhsky District (TsChO). No attention is paid to grain 
procurements from the Korotoyakskiy RIK and _ cooperative 
organizations. The chairmen of the Uravsky, Boldyrevsky and 
Devitsinsky village councils say: "Now there is no time to tinker with 
grain procurements, let the new composition of the village councils take 
over for it." 


Lgovskiy district. Sent by the Rylsky GorPO in the village. The 
Romanov instructor did nothing to increase grain procurement. The 
peasants continue to export their surplus to the private market. 


Rossoshansk district. Employees of the Shiryaevsky credit 
partnership refuse to work on grain procurements, declaring: "Our 
village only carries out loan operations, and they impose on us grain 
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procurements." As a result, grain procurements in this area are at a low 
level. 


Kozlovsky district. Headssypppoint in the village. Dubrovishcha 
Poskurovsky district often does not come to the point, but gets drunk 
in the neighboring village. Nero. Very often, the peasants who brought 
bread to the collection point, in the absence of a receiver, had to return 
back. 


Balashovsky district (NVK). In with. Borovo-Polyanshino at a meeting 
of the village council, a member of this village council, a wealthy one, 
said: "Why go around the yards and force him to hand over bread, the 
peasant himself knows when to take out the bread." 


A member of the Baikovsky village council on the proposal to organize 
in the village. The "red train" bike categorically refused, saying: "We are 
not yet developed enough to hold meetings, and the peasants do not 
have bread either - there is nothing to start with carts." 


Novosibirsk District (Siberia). N.-“Sokurskoe PO from the grain 
procurement plan of 5000 poods. until February 5 did not prepare a 
single pood, referring to the fact that the procurement should be carried 
out by a local credit partnership. 


The chairman of the board of Borovskiy PO (well-to-do), without 
agreement with local organizations, reduced the grain procurement 
plan, and instead of working on grain procurements, he gets drunk 
with the PA workers. The PO shop is often closed and no bread is 
accepted. 


Counteraction to grain procurements by some procurers and workers of 
the grass-roots procurement apparatus 


Buguruslan District (SVO). The Alekseevsky village council of the 
Prigorodny district categorically refused to convene a meeting of 
peasants to discuss the issue of exporting grain. 


The chairman of the Sabancheevsky village council of the Mordovian 
district, together with his deputy, are systematically drunk and do 
nothing on grain procurements. 
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Kuznetsk district. The chairman of the village council in the 
Baranovsky region not only does not carry out any work on grain 
procurement, but also conducts agitation among the peasants: "Grain 
procurements are made by taking the last grain from the peasants." 


Orenburg District (SVO). The chairman of the PO in the Pokrovsky 
district refuses to convene a cooperative asset on the issue of grain 
procurements, referring to the fact that there is no surplus in the 
village. In fact, a village with 800 householders has up to 100 thousand 
poods. various grain crops. 


Mordovian district. EPO Representative Art. Shaigovsky district, a 
former kulak, being an authorized person for grain procurement, uses 
advances allocated for grain procurement for the purpose of 
speculation, distributing them to private grain buyers and selling the 
prepared grain in the Nizhniy Novgorod market. 


Penza district. In the Poim district, a former grain merchant, an officer 
of the old army, is working as a buyer of bread from the EPO, who, 
instead of procurements, is campaigning among the population against 
the delivery of bread to the state. 


Kupyansky District (Ukraine). In with. Nizakh at a general meeting of 
peasants on the issue of strengthening grain procurement made the pre- 
village council, pointing out the impossibility of fulfilling the grain 
procurement plan. As a result, all the delegates refused to procure 
grain, declaring that "the Soviet government is pursuing a policy of 
destruction of the peasant economy." 


Krivoy Rog district. In with. Zelenaya Balka of the pre-village council 
issued a certificate to the procurers with the following content: "Due to 
the lack of crops, harvesting is impossible." 


Achinsk District (Siberia). In with. Yastrebovo, the chairman of the 
board, working on grain procurements, is campaigning among the 
peasants: "In the spring, bread will rise in price, so take care of it until 
spring." 

In B. Uluysk district, the chairman of the RIK, a member of the All- 
Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks, out of 1000 poods he 
has. surplus grain handed over to state producers only 40 poods., the 
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chairman of the RIK also refused to speak in the village. Nikolsky on 
the issue of grain procurements, declaring: "I am not speaking on grain 
procurements." 


Competition 


Rossoshanskiy district (TsChO). The commissioner of Kalchevsky 
Koopkhleb suggested that all credit partnerships ensure that the 
peasants donate grain only to them, recommending that all peasants 
who donate grain to PO be declared “enemies of the Soviet regime”. 


In sl. N.-Kalitva of the N [ovo] -Kalitvinsky district agents of the PO 
and Koopkhleb meet the grain suppliers on the road, intercepting them 
from each other. The PO threatens the peasants who handed over their 
grain to Koophleb with non-release of manufactured goods. 


Lgovskiy district. In with. Krupets of the Rylsky district on the basis 
of grain procurements between the workers of the Krupetsky 
Soyuzkhleb and the credit partnership is observed 
competition. Head Soyuzkhleb detained the peasants carrying the 
vetch; representatives of the cooperatives protested against such 
actions, who did not want to give up the grain to Soyuzkhleb. As a 
result, a quarrel began between them, which reached a fight (the 
procurers began to beat each other with whips). 


Tambov district. Representatives of consumer cooperation in the 
village. Uvarovo agitates among the peasants for the delivery of grain 
to the PO, declaring that "otherwise they will not be supplied with 
manufactured goods." There, Gostorg and the elevator compete with 
consumer cooperation by raising prices for grain crops. 


Trinity District (Ural). On the hut. Alyabyavo, Uvelsky district, the 
chairman of the Kichiginsky consumer society organized a "red train" 
with bread. On the way of the train to the station. The last uvelka was 
greeted by a representative of a credit partnership, who persuaded the 
peasants to hand over their grain to an agricultural partnership. 


Shadrinsky district. In the Kamyshlovsky district, the urban consumer 
society bought 200 poods from the Galkinsky rural KKOV. of 
bread. The rural KKOV sent bread on a ticket to the Gorhoz in the 
Kamyshlov base. On the way, the convoy was met by the purveyor of 
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the credit partnership (a candidate for membership in the CPSU), who 
stopped the convoy and, breaking the voucher issued by the city PO, 
wrote a new voucher to the Oktyabrsky credit partnership, while the 
Galkinsky rural community had already received money from the 
Kamyshlovsky urban consumer society. 


Barnaul district (Siberia). In the village N. Petrovka Borovsk district, 
the chairman of the Borovsk PO, at a general meeting of peasants, 
threatened the grain holders: "If you donate bread to a credit 
partnership, and not to your cooperative, I will transfer the PO branch 
to another village." 


Novosibirsk district. In the Plekseevsky district, Koochleb, through its 
grassroots network of consumer society, is campaigning for surplus 
grain surplus under the slogan: "Whoever donates bread not to the 
cooperatives will be boycotted." 


Connivance and participation of workers of the Soviet apparatus in 
speculation 


Buzuluk district (SVO). Sennorechensky village council of the 
Grachevsky district issued a _ certificate to a wealthy 
village. Bozhedarovka that "he is really a poor man and buys bread for 
his sustenance." 


The Karaklinsky PO of the Bugulma canton issued a certificate to one 
of its employees stating that “he is indeed on a mission to Buguruslan 
to buy 5 carts of white flour and pretzels”. The employees bought this 
bread for themselves for the purpose of speculation. 


Similar facts were registered in the Buguruslan and Syzran districts. 


Penza district. The chairman of the Karelian PO, a member of the 
AUCP (b), takes out his surplus to the private market, where he sells it 
at speculative prices. The speculation in bread by the chairman of the 
PO, arouses the indignation of the peasants: "Why should we bring 
grain to the cooperatives, when the workers of the cooperatives 
themselves take out their surplus to the bazaar." 


Authorized RIK s. Suz. -Nechaevka sells its surpluses on the private 
market. 
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Buzuluk district. A member of the Krotovkovsky village council, a 
middle peasant, systematically speculates in bread. 


In the same district, an authorized representative of the Sergievsky 
credit partnership, taking advantage of his official position, grinds his 
bread out of turn at the mill and speculates in flour, sending it for sale 
to Samara. 


Mordovian district. Living in the village. Ezhevka of the Bedno- 
Demyanovskiy district, the party member does not hand over his grain 
surplus to the state, but sells it on the private market at speculative 
prices. 


Ulyanovsk District. In Teleshovsky district, rural party members are 
engaged in bread speculation. In with. The local party member takes 
out his grain surplus to the private market, where he sells it at 
speculative prices. 


In the same district, a party member with. Senkino, Sengileevsky 
district, sold all his surplus bread to a private trader, and now he is 
engaged in buying and resale of flour, sending it mainly to the markets 
in Ulyanovsk. 


Kremenchug District (Ukraine). Members of the village council 
with. The surplus allocated for strengthening grain procurements did 
not pass their surplus to the state producers, but were completely sold 
on the private market. 


Izium district. In with. Mikhailovka, a member of the EPO board did 
not donate a single pound of his surplus to state producers, but 
systematically speculates with them, selling them on the private market 


in Zmiev. 


Poltava district. The procurer of Startsevsky EPO, together with his 
brother, the chairman of the village council, processes all grain 
harvested for cooperation into flour and sells it on the private 
market. The secretary of the party cell of the commune "Chervonyi 
Zhovten" participates in the speculation. 


Dnepropetrovsk district. In with. Bukhalovka, the chairman of the 
EPO, who is also the secretary of the local party cell, sold his surplus to 
speculators. When at a general meeting of the village the question of 
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increasing grain procurements was raised, the poor peasant made a 
statement in the debate: "What do you demand from us peasants to 
surrender grain at a fixed price, when the communists themselves sell 
their bread to speculators at an increased price." 


Demobilization mood 


Dnepropetrovsk district (Ukraine). Chairman of the village council 
s. Vsesvyatsky, a member of the CPB (U), on the demand of the RIK to 
increase grain procurement, excuses himself: "There is no one to take 
bread from, I will not rob the villagers, if you like, remove me from 
work." 


Poltava district. The board of the Mokro-Tagamlyk EPO does not 
carry out any work to increase grain procurement, referring to the fact 
that "the peasants do not have grain and that it is time to stop 
procurement.” Similar sentiments are observed among the workers of 
the Zhukovsky EPO: "The villagers have no surplus - the surplus has 
long been collected, and there is only bread left to feed themselves and 
their families." 


Maikop district (SKK). Instts. For Bozhedukhovskoy, individual grain 
procurement workers and the Soviet apparatus categorically refuse to 
participate in grain procurements: “Now, no matter how you work, you 
will still have to go to prison. The peasants no longer have bread, but 
everyone is pressing you. Better to serve 6 months than work on blanks. 


" 


Don district. In with. Sinyavka among grain procurers there is a 
demobilization mood: “Get out of sight, for these unfortunate 80 
rubles. will still have to sit in jail. The peasants are hungry, but they are 
pressing on us and demanding bread. " 


Only in Donetsk, Maikop and Don districts up to 20 applications were 
received with refusals to work on blanks. 


Trinity District (Ural). Chairman of the agricultural cooperation in the 
village. Petropavlovsk, Uisk district, refuses to work on grain 
procurement: "All the same, we will not fulfill the plan, from today I 
refuse to carry out grain procurement." 
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Sarapul district. Depressive moods are observed among the workers 
of the agricultural cooperatives of the Kuedinsky District: “With sucha 
policy of the Soviet government, peasant farms are ruined. We still 
cannot fulfill the grain procurement plan. And they demand from us. " 


Slavgorodsky district. A number’ of procurers in the 
village. Andreevsky, on the demands of the district to strengthen 
procurement, they declare: "The peasants have no grain and there is 
nothing to procure." 


In the village Nikolayevka of the Karasuksky district at the meeting of 
the board of the PO the chairman of the village council spoke: "On our 
part, everything has been done, we cannot do more." 


In the same area in the village. Karasuk procurers say: "All measures 
have been exhausted - one salvation - 107th article.""The grain 
procurement plan is unbearable; we still cannot fulfill it." 


Novosibirsk district. In the Gutovsky district, all procurers are in a 
depressed mood: "The grain procurements have been disrupted, and 
we need to leave work with good health." 


C. Anti-Soviet manifestations on the basis of grain procurements 
Kulak terror 


In the Buguruslan district (SVO), a grain procurement officer was 
killed. 


In the Orenburg district in the village. In Novo-Iletsk, Orsk District, a 
village activist who worked on grain procurements was beaten with 
fists. 


In the Penza district in the village. Kuzemkino, Bashmakovsky district, 
an attempt was made on the life of the grain procurement officer. 


In with. Kuvaki of the Kamensky district was killed by the village 
council 


In the Kuznetsk district, a prosperous village. Aryash of the 
Kameshkirsky district threatened the active grain procurement worker: 
"We will strangle you all." 
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Voronezh District (TsCHO). Peasant s. Kochetovki Gremyachinsky 
district during the felling of wood tried to kill the candidate of the CPSU 
(b) M. Klyukin with an ax with the words: “You, you bastard, party 
member, you and the authorities are good, through you we took out 
200 poods in the spring. of bread. So, your life will end now, you 
bastard. I'll sit there for five years, but I will know why. We will show 
you how to work for the Soviet regime. " An investigation is underway. 


Shevchenkovskiy district (Ukraine). On the night of February 22 in the 
village. Balandino was stabbed in the stomach by the agricultural 
representative for grain procurement. The assailant, the son of a kulak, 
was arrested. 


Kharkov district. February 9 in the village. Makarovka, Zolochevsky 
District, was wounded in the arm by two shots from a revolver to the 
grain procurement officer. 


Anonymous letters and leaflets 


Samara District. Fists with. Churgov Ugol planted an anonymous 
letter to a local teacher who was actively working on grain 
procurements, with a threat of murder. 


Sumy district (Ukraine). February 3 in the village. Stetskovka as a 
dispossessed fist, who in the past had up to 200 dess. land, a leaflet was 
distributed with the following content: 


“Peasants! Grain procurement is as the ideal of social plunder by the 
communist party of the peasantry. We'll have to, farmers, to take up the 
spit, but in good time to ask bread from their Comore ' gang 
hleboiskateley, communist henchmen that impudent take our bread. " 


An illegible signature was made under the leaflet and a stamp was 
attached - a penny coin back. 


Starobelsky district. February 20 in sl. Bondarevka Markovsky district 
secretary of the party cell was planted an anonymous letter: “The 
supreme authority of the Bondarevka settlement, the chairman of the 
village council Matveenko, a member of the commission on mass work, 
com. Weaver, Bezruk, Zhary, Beloshev, Bezruk, Abramenko and 
Pavlenko. You, devils, rest firmly on the Soviet power, keep it and carry 
out the directives and decrees sent by your damn organization 
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KNS. We will break your heads for this as soon as the Soviet regime 
changes. " 


In with. Kononovka, Belavodsky district, of the pre-village council 
received the following anonymous letter: “Comrade Kononenko, we 
ask you to leave your service, KNS, grain procurement and 
collectivization. We consider you a good person, if you don’t quit your 
service, we will remember you how to deprive you of the right to vote 
at an opportunity; such communists are killed so that they do not fight 
people, you do not sympathize when a person says that he has no 
bread, but demand from him." The anonymous letter was signed with 
the pseudonym "NICH". 


The head of the Astrakhan district militia received an anonymous letter: 
“Why are you strangling our brother with bread and taxes. Look, do 
not hurt too much, or if we press, then in an organized manner we will 
disperse all your cells of the Soviet power, since we are tired of it. Why 
don't you let me carry bread to Donets? If you do not change your 
policy, then we will go to Soviet power, do not think that we are 
stronger than the workers. " 


Shevchenko district. On the night of 17-18 February in the 
village. Stepantsy, Taganch District, one of the village activists, a 
member of the KNS, found a leaflet with the following content: “Down 
with Soviet power. Down with grain procurement. Long live "Nenka !3 
Ukraine”. Smash the Soviet power, down with the grain procurement 
representatives, down with them completely from Stepantsov. Let the 
people not be tortured. Let them not pull the skin. Look, people, at the 
Soviet Union, turn around, look and let's break it. The Communists are 
making a living and profit from it - we will crush the Soviet power. If it 
is lost, it will not be” (translated from Ukrainian). 


In with. Netrepkah Korsunekogo district on the night of February 15 to 
Clooney ™ of one of the villagers, located near the village council, was 
stuck following anonymous letter: 


“Task you to transfer this note to the village council - let them read how 
Shkurak and Punda (the nicknames of the newly elected Presidential 
Council, a member of the CPB (U), and the Deputy Chairman - 
Komsomol member) will rule over our village, how Shkurak and Punda 
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began to rule - these are our communists, if they rule, we will have 
nothing to eat. They take away everything that the poor man has, and 
if there is still any pood, they will take that pood away too, simply 
saying "give us" because they are still hungry. " 


“The whole society will need to re-elect, because soon it will be that 
everyone will live bitterly and grieve. Why, you people, allowed such 
skins and communists. There will not be anything for people to eat, as 
soon as the skins begin to serve, the dogs will howl in their 
tracks. Shkurakov mother says: "I am now going to the store and take 
what I want, because I now have my lady, and my son in blue 
Counties 1 or coat; we are already as tsars - our right, our people, now 
we will be fine” (translated from Ukrainian). 


Minusinsk District (Siberia). In with. Bey found the following appeal 
against grain procurements: “Comrades, peasants! Grain procurement 
is the last and decisive robbery, and with a loan in the village you will 
not go far”- Barachev. 


In the same district, a case of death threats against an activist-teacher 
was registered for the fact that the latter exposed the malicious 
harboring surplus through the wall newspaper. An anonymous letter 
was planted on the teacher. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 
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Review of the political state of the USSR in March 1929 
Top secret 
Notes 


* In the text, the section is titled: "The mood of the unemployed (for 
February-March)". 


** Tn the text, the section is titled: "Peasants". 


** Tn the text, the section is titled: "Reflection of the publication of the 
law on the unified agricultural tax on the attitude of the peasantry to 
the sowing campaign and the course of the campaign." 


**** Tn the text, the section is titled: "Anti-Soviet manifestations 
(January-March 1929)". 


Workers 
Food difficulties in the city 


In March, a transition was made to the normalized supply of bread to 
the population in cities and industrial districts that had not been 
translated earlier - Kazan, Kharkov, Sevastopol, Vladivostok, 
Khabarovsk, Ryazan, Kaluga, etc. Food books were issued in some 
cities in an_ insufficiently organized manner. Preparatory, 
organizational and explanatory work was not carried out. Long queues 
were created for books, the apparatus was not prepared for quick and 
precise work with the issuance of books - Irkutsk, Yaroslavl, Novgorod. 


In areas where the transfer to rationed supply was carried out in March, 
there were significant queues before the introduction of books. The 
increased demand was presented mainly by the unworked population, 
buying bread in reserve. In Kazan in March there were lines of 300-400 
people, in Sevastopol in early March the queues increased to 400-500 
people, in Krasnodar - up to 500 people, in Nikolaevsk-on-Amur - up 
to 500 people, in Khabarovsk - up to 200-300 people people and in some 
cases - up to 500-700 people (March 5-7). With the introduction of 
sampling books, the queues for bread almost stopped. 


In March, grain delivery rates were reduced in some large industrial 
regions. In Tula, the norm is set at 500 g per worker (at the military and 
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metal factories of the local industry, workers receive an additional 300 
g of white bread). In the Ivanovo-Voznesensk province. the following 
norms have been established: 12 kg of flour per month for workers and 
employees employed in production, and 8 kg of flour for families of 
workers and employees and other working population. 


The decrease in the norms caused discontent among some of the 
workers of the Ivanovo-Voznesensk factories. In some factories, 
meetings on the issue of grain supply were stormy. Those who 
advocated the change in norms were not allowed to speak. At a meeting 
of workers of the first shift of the factory. Zinoviev's resolution on the 
need to agree to a temporary reduction in rations was not adopted, the 
workers refused to accept any resolution. At a meeting of workers of 
the first shift of the Sosnevskaya field, it was decided to strive to retain 
the previous 20-pound share for the consumer. The meeting elected 
three delegates to defend this decision at a meeting of the City 
Council. At the Teikovskaya factory it was also decided to apply for the 
preservation of the previous norm. 


The norm for workers of the Mytishchensky plant (Moscow province) 
was reduced to 600 g per day and for family members to 300 g. 


Workers in two shops at the Kolomna plant are demanding an increase 
in rations to £3 per day. The night shift of the boiler shop, under the 
influence of the agitation of the shop professional representative, 
decided to categorically seek to increase the ration, and otherwise, to 
stop working. 


Workers’ dissatisfaction is also caused by interruptions in the supply of 
sugar, soap, oil and other products (Moscow, Leningrad, the Urals, 
Saratov, Kharkov, etc.) and by the rise in prices for basic necessities in 
cooperation and on the private market. 


At logging sites in Mginsky and other districts of the Leningrad District, 
speculators sell bread for 60 kopecks. per kilogram. 


The workers of the Zlatoustinsky plant have established a norm of 100 
grams of meat per day per eater. 


Interruptions with meat in Khabarovsk. In the private market, meat is 
sold for 3 rubles. per kilogram (cooperative price 78-90 kopecks). 
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In Vladivostok, rye flour is sold for 10 rubles. per pood, wheat - 26-27 
rubles each, rice - 20 rubles, the price of corn rose from 5 rubles. up to 
9-10 rubles. Lack of vegetables. 


The food difficulties caused an anxious mood among the most 
backward groups of workers (some enterprises in Moscow and 
Ivanovo-Voznesensk provinces). There are isolated cases of 
withdrawal of deposits from savings banks (Podolsk steam locomotive 
repair plant NKPS) and sale of bonds. Some workers say that “war is 
possible and the bonds will disappear’, etc. (Orekhovo-Zuevsky 
factories, Tezinskaya factory, B. Krasnaya factory and other Ivanovo- 
Voznesensk factories). 


Food difficulties are most acutely felt in non-industrial cities and 
towns. The working population receives bread and other food products 
at a significantly reduced rate (the cities of the Central Black Earth 
Region - Voronezh, Morshansk, Kursk, Oryol and other small cities and 
towns in the Ukraine, etc.). The queues for bread in these areas reach 
200-300 and more people. 


In Kursk, the norms for the supply of bread have been reduced to 300 g 
per person per day. There is no bread in the market. On March 19, the 
co-organizations had a 3-day supply of bread. 


In the townships of the Kremenchug District, the population's need for 
bread is met to an extremely insignificant extent. In Novo-Georgievsk, 
the working population receives 200 g of bread a day. 


There have been several incidents due to food difficulties. 


In Krasnodar, the crowd, wanting to take the line for bread, broke 
through the chain of policemen guarding the bazaar. 


In N. Ladoga (Leningrad region), the unorganized population, thanks 
to a protest, achieved the supply of bread by reducing workers’ norms. 


In Kiev, under the influence of the agitation of the anti-Soviet element, 
those standing in line tried to destroy a store. The disorder was 
eliminated by the police. 


In Rostov there was a speech by the homeless (100 people came to the 
chairman of the city council demanding bread and work). 
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Strikes and conflicts at state-owned enterprises 


In March, the number of strikes and participants in the main industries 
(metalworkers, textile workers, miners) is significantly lower than in 
February (15 strikes, 946 participants and 716 man-days lost, versus 19 
strikes, 3367 participants and 3175 man-days lost in February). 


The strikes involved small groups of workers (no more than 100 people) 
and are mainly caused by a decrease in the wages of groups of workers 
(in some cases for textiles - a decrease in wages due to a new collective 
agreement). 


Serious dissatisfaction of certain groups of workers was caused by the 
downsizing in connection with rationalization measures (Yartsevskaya 
textile factory - Smolensk province and GEZ No. 1 - Kharkov). 


A number of strikes among seasonal workers are associated with 
dissatisfaction with the norms of the issued food and fodder (according 
to LBO - 4 strikes). 


1) Metalworkers 


In March, there were 7 strikes among metalworkers with 335 
participants (in February 3 strikes with 655 participants). At the plant 
them. Petrovsky (Ukrseltrest), 120 workers in the carpentry shop went 
on strike because of delayed wages (at the end of March, the wages had 
not been issued for the first half of February), the rest of the strikes arose 
on the basis of lower prices. 


Workers’ dissatisfaction with the layoffs at Kharkov factories (GEZ 
No. 1 and KhPZ) 


At SEZ No. 1, a survey revealed a significant surplus of labor, mainly 
auxiliary workers (over 500 people). It should be noted that the plant 
management, being aware that the control figures, the number of 
workers in the 4th quarter of 1927-1928. should not exceed 4500 people, 
continued to recruit workers, mainly at the expense of unskilled 
workers; in this regard, the percentage of skilled workers in the main 
workshops of the plant decreased (from 71 to 67). The commission 
decided to cut 250 part-time workers. 
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Workers' discontent is exacerbated by mistakes made by the 
administration during layoffs (workers pointed out that anti-Soviet and 
materially well-off persons were not included in the lists of layoffs), as 
well as the issuance of a two-week allowance instead of a 3-month 
allowance. 


On March 27, almost all the workers of the foundry, subject to layoff, 
refused to hand over tools and overalls, filing a petition with the factory 
for a severance pay of 3 months' wages. 


In the lathe shop, individual workers (including party members) in a 
group of workers (40 people) spoke about the need to orderly demand 
the dismissal of the wives of workers and employees who earn up to 
200 rubles. per month. 


At the Kharkov steam locomotive repair plant, workers are also 
dissatisfied with the commission's decision to partially lay off workers, 
and declare that the commission "conducted its survey superficially 
and instead of eliminating a number of abnormalities, found it 
necessary to lay off a part of the workers." 


2) Textile workers 


In March, there were 5 strikes with 417 participants in textile factories 
(12 strikes with 1387 participants in February). 


Serious conflicts took place in early March at factory No. 2 
Mostrikotazh and its branches. The strikes were caused by a decrease 
in wages under the new collective agreement (the wages of weavers are 
on average reduced by 15 rubles, in addition, the decrease will also 
affect another 900 workers, spinners and ancillary workers); the draft 
of the new collective agreement was failed at two working 
meetings. The strikes involved up to 300 workers. 


Downsizing at Yartsevskaya textile factory 


At the Yartsevskaya Textile Factory (Smolensk Gubernia), 328 workers 
are laid off due to rationalization. When compiling the list of those to 
be laid off, the administration and the factory organizations made a 
number of mistakes (some workers from the wealthy peasants were left 
in production, the poor were slated for redundancy, the list included 
workers who were not members of the Union and had no means of 

177 


subsistence). The fact of reduction of workers "for non-payment of 
membership dues" is characteristic. 


The Reduction Commission did not take sufficient account of the 
principles of production and the qualifications of workers, which 
would have an extremely adverse effect on production later. In some 
shops, due to this, even a temporary suspension of work is possible, for 
example, in the mule and card shops, where the overwhelming 
percentage of those laid off are skilled workers. 


Discontent was greatly aggravated in connection with the poisoning of 
a Komsomol worker Mamontova (19 years old, a pupil of an orphanage, 
single, laid off for non-payment of membership fees). The note left by 
Mamontova says: "I got poisoned because I was fired." 


The reduction will be finalized by April 15th. 


The strike at the textile f - ke «3 - First International” in connection 
with the destruction of Bethel (city of Makhachkala) 


Attention is drawn to the strike of 150 workers of the textile factory "3rd 
International" in connection with the destruction of the prayer house at 
the factory.On March 3, the workers stopped work and went to the 
DagCEC demanding the restoration of the mosque; some anti-Soviet 
persons incited the workers to beat the chairman of the Union of 
Textiles '37. The workers dispersed after promising to call a meeting and 
discuss the issue. The meeting was attended by up to 300 
workers. Despite explanations from members of the government, the 
workers demanded that the mosque be restored. The murids fueled 
discontent '* a major spiritual authority - Sheikh Al-Haji Akushinsky, 
one former mullah, closely associated with the Sheikh, wealthy 
peasants, former members of the CPSU. Despite the speeches of the 
latter, it was nevertheless decided to start work without restoring the 
mosque. 


The conflict was especially aggravated due to the fact that at the same 
time a trial began on the beating of an anti-religious Komsomol worker 
by three workers of a factory. Before the trial, the national religious 
people carried out the corresponding work among the workers (7 
signatures were collected under the statement on the release of the 
arrested); there were three party members among those who signed the 
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statement. The victims and witnesses, fearing revenge, gave mild 
testimony, etc. The agitation of murids and clergy among the workers 
does not meet with opposition due to the weak work of the factory 
organizations (there is almost no cultural work among the workers). 


3) Miners 


In the mining industry, three strikes with 164 participants were noted 
in March (8 in February with 1325 participants). The strikes were 
caused by dissatisfaction with the imposition of high standards. In 
some cases, the workers declare mass settlement. 


At mine number 5 "Karl" of the Snezhnyansky mining administration 
(Ukraine), 250 workers announced the calculation. A number of 
applications demanding the calculation were submitted at mine No. 8/9 
of the Bokovsky Ore Administration. 


Conflicts in the coal industry of Siberia 


A decrease in prices for new collective agreements, arbitrariness 
allowed by the tariff authorities in setting prices, calendar exits, etc., 
caused a number of conflicts at the mines, massive exodus of workers 
from production and a sharp drop in labor productivity (Anzhero- 
Sudzhenskie mines, Montenegrin, etc.). This situation threatens to 
disrupt the production program at some mines. More than 1,500 tons of 
coal have not been mined at the Montenegrin mines in 13 working days 
in February. 


In Kuzbass, striking sentiments were noted among groups of skilled 
workers (miners, firemen, °° hammers, etc.). 


At Lenrudnik, a group of 10 hammers (including 2 party members) 
refused to go to work, saying that the collective agreement had not 
improved their situation. They were left with the previous 6th grade. 


At the Montenegrin mines, there is a massive exodus of skilled workers, 
dissatisfied with the sharp rise in norms. In February, the number of 
miners decreased by 50%, the management of the mines and the mine 
were forced to change the rates and prices introduced after the 
conclusion of the collective agreement. 
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The tendencies to withdrawal are noted at the Anzhero-Sudzhensky 
mines, where prices are systematically reduced and, moreover, 
incorrectly (without taking into account working conditions), due to the 
incompetence of the leaders 14°. In September, the daily wage of a 
worker was 2 rubles. 50 kopecks, in October - 2 rubles. 36 kopecks, in 
November - 2 rubles. 26 kopecks, in December - 2 rubles. 19 kopecks, 
January 1929 - 2 rubles. 10 kopecks 


In February, the prices for 285 workers were reduced incorrectly, in 
January - for 235 workers. 


Trends to move to other mines have intensified due to rumors of higher 
wages at other mines (Central Gold Mine ™! and Aldan). 


4) Seasonal workers 


In the reporting month, there were 13 strikes among the seasonal 
workers with 1640 participants (in February 8 strikes with 2839 
participants). The reason for the strikes is workers’ dissatisfaction with 
the level of wages (low wages). 4 strikes were registered in Moscow. 


But more serious is the conflict at the construction of Rawat-Khodja 
(Central Asia), which involved 34 artels with 500 workers. 


The workers demanded higher wages. Sent to a meeting organized by 
the workers, the secretary of the building committee (party member) 
refused to discuss the issue of wages. As a result, the workers organized 
a new meeting without the knowledge of the trade organizations, 
where they worked out a number of demands. Among those who 
signed the statement were certain members of the Komsomol and party 
members (the latter told the secretary of the cell that they were allegedly 
forced to sign a statement with demands). 


Since the resolution of the issue was delayed (a special commission that 
left on March 7 found out that the workers' demands were of a merciless 
nature - each worker earns on average over 6 rubles a day), then on 
March 9 the workers stopped working. The situation was aggravated 
by the fact that on the day of the strike several workers were wounded 
and one was killed by the explosion of an old cloak. On the evening of 
March 9, the workers began to work. The conflict was led by a group of 
well-earning drillers, among them the anti-Soviet Zabrodin (previously 
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a teacher at the construction site, the son of a priest). A special 
commission is currently working to investigate the conflict. The 
commission revealed the inoperability of the building and the cell. The 
latter will be re-elected. The mood of the workers has improved. At 
their request, the initiator of the strike, Zabrodin, was arrested. 


Mood of the unemployed (February - March) 


The mood of the unemployed in February-March is characterized by 
some deterioration, which is mainly explained by the stability of the 
number of unemployed (and in some regions, by some growth) and 
food difficulties, which worsened the situation of the unemployed. The 
still noted cases of protectionism when sending to work and registering 
(Nizhny Novgorod, Semipalatinsk, Minsk and a number of labor 
exchanges of Ukraine) negatively affect the mood of the 
unemployed. Former traders and persons cleared from Soviet 
institutions are illegally registered and sent out of turn to work (the 
Nizhny Novgorod labor exchange has sent!” out of 15 people 
registered as traders and cleared out 7 people to work recently). 


Conflicts among the unemployed due to industrial difficulties 


On the basis of equating the unemployed in receiving bread products 
with employees, non-issuance in some cases of sampling books to the 
unemployed - members of the Unions and untimely issuance of 
sampling books, there were conflicts among the unemployed 
(Kineshma, Kiev, N [izhniy] Novgorod, Vladivostok, Tiflis, Taganrog, 
Rybinsk). In Kineshma and Kiev, these conflicts were accompanied by 
processions to Soviet and professional organizations demanding that 
the unemployed be equated in giving out bread to the workers and 
issuing sampling books to the unemployed - not members of the trade 


union. 


Conflict at the Kineshma Labor Exchange. Under the influence of 
agitation by anti-Soviet elements, on March 21, about 300 unemployed 
people from the Kineshma Labor Exchange went to the administration 
bureau in an organized manner, intending to go to the Ukom and the 
PEC. The unemployed demanded that they be equal to workers in 
obtaining grain products. The measures taken by the Ukom were able 
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to prevent the further movement of the unemployed to the PEC and 
Ukomu. 


Conflict at the Kiev Labor Exchange. On March 13, the unemployed of 
the Kiev Labor Exchange, non-members of trade unions (250 people), 
who had not received any passbooks, went to the building of the 
OIK. Attempts by the unemployed to join the march of other 
unemployed and workers of the Krasnoznamensk Kiev Arsenal were 
unsuccessful (the workers suggested that they disperse 
immediately). The unemployed, being admitted to the meeting hall of 
the OIC, presented demands for the issuance of pass books. 


Withdrawal conflicts 


A number of conflicts among the unemployed, mainly seasonal 
construction workers, took place as a result of the withdrawal from 
benefits of some groups of the unemployed and the granting of 
vacations to newcomers to work according to the new regulation only 
after 11 months of continuous work (Vyksa, Nizhny Novgorod 
province, Odessa, Kiev) ... 


It should be noted that the tense mood of unemployed seasonal workers 
who arrived this year in the construction areas earlier than last year is 
largely due to the decree on the registration of seasonal workers at the 
labor exchange only since April. Fermentation among seasonal workers 
is noted in Kazakhstan. Seasonal workers, converging in the city of 
Frunze, from there are individually sent to the construction sites of 
Turksib 8, demanding, under threat of beating, immediate provision 
of work. 


Activities of anti-Soviet and Trotskyist elements 


In the course of mass campaigns (re-election of the Soviets, elections to 
trade congresses), anti-Soviet and Trotskyist elements attempted to use 
the tense mood of the unemployed to disrupt meetings and the failure 
of candidates nominated by party organizations (Ivanovo-Voznesensk, 
Odessa, Moscow, Kharkov).In Ivanovo-Voznesensk, during the 
elections to the Soviet, in addition to the main mandate, an order of 
anti-Soviet content was adopted, and an unemployed person who 
conducted the most active anti-Soviet agitation was elected as a 
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member of the Council (the elections were cashed ™, the deputy was 
re-elected). 


Debos and conflicts of the unemployed 


At the Moscow, Zinovievskaya, Kulebakskaya (Nizhniy 
Novgorodskaya guberniya) and Kazan labor exchanges, riots and 
hooliganism of the unemployed took place, caused mainly by the 
insufficiently precise work of the labor exchange apparatus and defects 
in the organization of general services for the unemployed. 


PEASANTS 
Food difficulties in the village 


To the number of regions experiencing food difficulties (a number of 
provinces of the Central Region, Smolensk Gubernia, southwestern 
districts of the Leningrad Region, SKK, southern and southwestern 
districts of the Ukrainian SSR and DVk), in March, individual districts 
of the BSSR, some districts of the Bryansk province ... and northern 
areas of the Leningrad region. and Arkhangelsk Gubernia, which had 
not experienced any particular acute food situation before. 


Central provinces 


The food situation in the central provinces continues to remain tense, 
and in the Kaluga, Yaroslavl and Tula provinces again deteriorated. 


Market prices for rye flour in Yaroslavl province. rose from 8-9 
rubles. up to 11-12 rubles. pood. The number of settlements and the 
number of people in dire need of bread increased significantly. A 
particularly tense food situation is observed in the Rybinsk, Uglich and 
Rostov districts of the Yaroslavl province.In Rostov u. hunger 
increased begging. The population eats bread with an admixture of 
oats, potatoes, vetch and oil-cake issued from the oil mills. Due to the 
consumption of surrogate bread, the number of cases of disease among 
peasants has increased. 


In Rodionovskaya Vol. Yaroslavl province, due to numerous diseases 
due to the consumption of bean flour, its sale was prohibited. The ban 
on the sale nevertheless sparked discontent among the poor, who said: 
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“Before, although they were sick, they did not die. Now there is only 
one way out for us - to die of starvation. " 


In some areas of the Kaluga province. a significant part of the peasants, 
having used up the reserve stocks of spring crops, begins to eat up the 
seeds. 


The number of cases of sale by the poor and poor middle peasants in 
exchange for bread not only for cattle, but also for draft animals and 
agricultural implements (Kaluga province) has increased. 


In the Tula province. with an ever-increasing number of the population 
in need of food and an aggravating degree of need, the norms for giving 
out bread to the hungry by order of the gubernatorial department have 
been reduced from 10-20 pounds per consumer per month in February, 
to 8 pounds in March. In a number of districts (Epifanskiy, Obolenskiy, 
Bogoroditskiy, etc.) flour is issued with an admixture of vetch. 


Despite the firm directives of the government trade departments, 
defining the categories of the population to be supplied, in the practice 
of distributing food by consumers and village councils, there are still 
numerous cases of giving grain to peasants who have their own 
reserves. 


In Bobyninskaya parish. Kaluga lips. distribution of bread between 
POs is carried out without taking into account the needs of a particular 
village. 


Cases of individual villages sending walkers to the All-Russian Central 
Executive Committee (Yaroslavl Gubernia) and visits to VIKs and 
village councils by large groups of peasants demanding an increase in 
grain delivery (Yaroslavl, Tula, Vladimir Gubernia) have become more 
frequent. 


LVO 


The food situation in March became aggravated again. The situation in 
the Pskov, Velikie Luki and border regions of the Luga and Leningrad 
districts deteriorated sharply. 
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The situation in the AKSSR and the Arkhangelsk province, which until 
recently did not experience any difficulties, became somewhat 
aggravated. 


The number of those in need of bread is increasing, while the delivery 
of grain products does not increase. In some areas of the Pskov Okrug, 
as early as March 1, all 100% of the poor and up to 50% of the middle 
peasants needed bread. 


On the basis of systematic malnutrition, the consumption of various 
bread substitutes, many diseases and swelling have been recorded, and 
in some cases, the death of children. 


In the Novgorod District, the starving eat seven grain, mainly 
oats. There are fears that the issued semssud will also be eaten due to 
lack of food. It should be noted that this year the lack of seeds in the 
district is very large and the fulfillment of the plan for the delivery of 
sowing material will not cover the demand. 


In a number of districts, the poor began to eat horse meat, as well as 
oilcakes issued for livestock feed. Cases of sale and slaughter of 
livestock by low-powered peasantry have become more frequent. 


Lack of fodder causes widespread disease in livestock (Velikoluksky 
and Leningrad districts). 


Bagging and speculation have increased significantly. Before the 
introduction of sampling books in cities, large quantities of bread were 
brought from Leningrad. At present, speculators and bagmen go to the 
BSSR for bread. Prices for bread on the free market rose to 9-10 
rubles. for a pood. 


Peasants visit RIK and VIK in groups, insistently demanding the 
distribution of bread.In the Velikie Luki district, peasants from 
individual villages sent walkers to Moscow with similar demands. 


West 


The situation with food has worsened in the Polotsk, Orsha, Vitebsk 
and Mogilev districts of the BSSR, which suffered from crop failure last 
year. 
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The supply of bread is done with great interruptions. In some regions, 
bread was not given out for months. In the Polotsk district, isolated 
cases of illness caused by hunger, sales of livestock and agricultural 
equipment were registered. Similar facts were registered in the 
Smolensk province. With the available stocks of bread in March, it 
seemed possible (in the amount of the "hunger norm") to supply only 
25% of the population of the Polotsk District in need of food. 


In some districts of the Bryansk province. the severity of the difficulties 
begins to show. By February, a significant part of the population had 
used up their grain reserves. Its market price rose to 8-9 rubles. pood. 


The supply of those in need at the expense of local procurement is 
hampered by the slow pace of the latter. 


In connection with the aggravation of food difficulties, the peasants of 
individual villages of the Polotsk district at the meetings of the village 
councils demanded that a delegation be sent to the Central Executive 
Committee of the BSSR demanding bread, stating that "the center does 
not know our need." 


In the Smolensk province. the poor daily come to VIKs and wolves in 
groups and ask for bread. During the month of March, a number of 
excesses on the basis of industrial difficulties were registered in the 
Polotsk District. In the Osveisky district, a crowd of 150 peasants 
dispersed the plenum of the Kiselevsky village council. 


In the Lepel district, two middle peasants, threatening the chairman of 
the village council with beating, forced him to give them bread from the 
cooperatives. 


In the Shatilovsky, Donekovsky village councils of the Polotsk region, 
peasants who were not included in the list of those in need tore up the 
lists for receiving food. 


Among the poor, there has been talk of the need to forcibly confiscate 
grain from speculators and wealthy peasants. 


Ukraine 


The situation with the grain supply of the rural population remains 
tense. Recently, a shortage of bread began to be felt in certain areas of 
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the Kiev and Vinnitsa districts. In the Uman District, due to hunger, 
cases of enslaving deals have become more frequent. On the basis of 
grain difficulties, two performances were recorded in the Kremenchug 
and Melitopol districts. 


DVK 


The situation with grain supply for the rural population of the DCK has 
deteriorated sharply. By the end of the month, the stocks of various 
grain products available from the cooperatives and_ district 
organizations in charge of grain supply were almost completely used 
up and by April there were only 44,812 quintals of bread, while in 
March the consumption of bread products was equal to 122544 quintals 
when the rural population of starving regions received no more than 2 
kg per eater per month, removing from the supply of bread to cities, 
regional centers and the unworked population of the city. 


In Sretensky, Chita, Khabarovsk districts, in many villages and railway 
settlements, the population removed from the supply is starving. Cases 
of illness and death due to systematic malnutrition have been reported. 


In the Chita and Sretensky districts the starving poor are threatening 
the kulaks with the destruction of barns. 


In the Sretensky district, there are numerous cases of the poor eating 
seed grain, both from their own reserves, and issued in the order of the 
semssud, which creates a threat of disruption of the sowing 
campaign. In a number of villages in the Khabarovsk Okrug, the poor 
are selling draft animals to buy food. 


In the Nikolaev-on-Amur district, due to the aggravation of food 
difficulties, there is a sharp deterioration in the political mood of the 
former red partisans. 


In the Khabarovsk District, individual demonstrations of the hunger 
strikers and anti-Soviet elements using their moods with an appeal to 
march on the city have been registered. 


Grain procurement 


Workpiece travel 
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A well-known turning point in grain procurement came only from the 
second half of March, from the fourth five-day period, when in some 
grain-procurement regions (Ural, SVO, NVK) a sharp increase in the 
supply of grain began. At the same time, in the Central Black Earth 
Region, NCC, Kazakhstan and Siberia, procurements were still 
proceeding at a slow pace, as a result of which the March grain 
procurement plan for the Union was fulfilled with only a slight increase 
in comparison with the February one - 45.3% (against 44.1% completed 
in February). With the exception of the Urals, where the March grain 
procurement plan was fulfilled with an excess (127.5%), the rest of the 
regions give only a slight increase compared to February procurements, 
and in the NWO, Kazakhstan and Siberia, the percentage of fulfillment 
of the grain procurement plan even decreased. The percentage of 
fulfillment of the grain procurement plan for individual districts is 
represented by the following data: TsChO - 51.6% (in February - 28.3%), 
SVO - 31.5% (versus 40.4% in February), NVK - 40.6% (40.2%), CCM - 
62.1% (57.8%), Kazakhstan - 23.6% (36.6%), Siberia - 42.1% (50.4%), 
Ukraine - 48.4 % (45.2%). It should be borne in mind that the March plan 
for grain procurements in the Central Black Earth Region, the Urals, the 
NCC and Siberia was significantly reduced against the February plan, 
according to the People's Commissariat for Trade. 


Despite the use of methods of economic pressure on the holders of large 
grain surpluses (boycott, increase in self-taxation amounts, tough 
collection of various kinds of debts, expulsion from land societies, etc.), 
they continue to hold the bread or take it out in small batches (2-10 
pood.) (SVO, NVK, Ural, Ukraine). 


Bread speculation, which negatively affects the progress of 
procurement in March, compared with February, has intensified even 
more, assuming in some places (SVO, NVK, TsChO) a mass character 
with the participation in it not only of the wealthy peasantry, but also 
of the middle peasants and even the poor who are engaged in resale of 
bread. The interruptions in the supply of scarce manufactured goods to 
the countryside, which were observed last month, have been eliminated 
almost everywhere. There is even an overstocking of the cooperative 
network in some districts of the Central Black Earth Region and the 
NVK. 
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Bread speculation 


In a number of villages of the Samara and Mordovian Districts (SVO), 
peasants of all strata, gathering in several yards, take out grain in whole 
carts to the private market. In some areas of the NWO, NVK and 
TsChO, speculators take out the bought bread by carts (20-50 carts each) 
to consuming regions (Vladimir, Kaluga and other provinces), where it 
is sold at a speculative price. 


Bread speculation in the Urals and Siberia has noticeably increased 
lately, where private traders buy up bread in local village markets and 
resell it in city markets at a significantly increased price. In Tomsk, 
Irkutsk and other districts of Siberia, the kulaks, who have significant 
reserves of their own grain, also buy up grain and hold it until spring 
in the hope of higher prices. 


As in the past, cases of grain speculation by individual workers of the 
Soviet apparatus and village party members continue to take place. 


Cases of speculation in grain by individual collective farms and 
agricultural partnerships, which do not hand over their surplus to the 
state, have been registered in the NWO and the Central Black Earth 
Region. 


In connection with the growth of speculation in the NWO, in the Urals, 
among the poor and low-power middle peasantry, dissatisfaction with 
"weak measures of the Soviet government's struggle against 
speculation" is growing. Representatives of these groups of the 
peasantry are in favor of the active participation of the poor themselves 
in identifying speculators and malicious grain holders. 


"By all means, the private grain market must be closed - it disrupts grain 
procurements” (Chelyabinsk District, Ural). 


The mood of the procurers and part of the workers of the grassroots 
Soviet apparatus 


The directives of the government and the party on strengthening grain 
procurements and revitalizing the activities of the procurement 
apparatus among some of the workers of the lower Soviet, party and 
cooperative apparatuses caused confusion, and in some cases even 
passive resistance to their implementation. "Demobilization 
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sentiments" among some of the workers in the procurement apparatus 
are still far from being eradicated. 


“What's useless to go to the peasant households - all the bread from the 
peasants has already been raked out, the last juices have been squeezed 
out of the peasants and there is nothing left to take” (Omsk, Biysk 
okrug, Siberia). 


Among some of the village communists in a number of districts of 
Siberia, in connection with the measures of economic boycott against 
the malicious holders of grain, there were registered khvostist 
sentiments, sentiments against measures taken to increase grain 
procurements. 
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"Such a policy leads to the ruin of the peasantry", "with such an attack 
on the peasants, the party will not wait for the good, shout about the 
expansion of the sown area and hope for those who have never sown 
before" (Secretary of the N. Tsaritsyn cell of the All-Union Communist 
Party of the Omsk District, Siberia) ... "Let the central administrations 
and specialists reduce rates, cut the daily allowance, travel allowance, 
etc. and increase the price of bread, then things will be better, otherwise 
grain procurement plans are built at random, which is why the peasants 
and local communists are cracking their necks" (members of the 
Volodarsky, Barnaul District). 


As a result of such sentiments of the communists and workers of the 
procurement apparatus, grain procurements are not intensive enough 
and measures to strengthen them are not taken in some places (SVO, 
Siberia, Ukraine). 


During the reporting period, there have been cases of excesses in the 
methods of grain procurement allowed by workers of the procurement 
Soviet and party apparatus (Siberia, Urals, SVO, NVK, Ukraine). 


Holding on to grain surpluses 


In all procurement regions, numerous cases of kulaks and well-to-do 
peasants continue to adhere to their grain surpluses. In some kulak 
farms, grain stocks by the end of March amounted to 1000-3000 
poods. (SVO, Ural, NVK, Siberia). In a number of villages in the 
Kamensk District (Siberia), many wealthy peasants have not yet 
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handed over a pound of bread to the state. In Ukraine, in the CCK, 
NVK, Siberia, numerous cases of the categorical refusal of the kulaks 
and the well-to-do from handing over their grain surpluses to the state 
have been recorded with appeals: "to hold fast and not to give surplus", 
"it is better to let the bread rot, it is better to feed the pigs, but not to 
give the authorities bread" (Ukraine). 


In order to avoid the forced confiscation of grain surpluses, the holders 
of the latter begin to hide bread in pits, keep it unmilled, give it out for 
safekeeping to relatives and the poor, often in the form of loans on 
enslaving terms (TsChO, SVO, Ural, Siberia). 


Measures of economic influence on the malicious holders of grain 
(boycott, methods of social influence, expulsion from the land society, 
etc.) gave positive results in a number of cases in terms of increasing 
grain procurements. In the Northern Military District, NVK, the Urals 
and Siberia, there were cases when the kulaks and the wealthy, after the 
announcement of a boycott, agreed to take out grain. It should be noted 
that boycotted kulaks in every possible way avoid exporting all surplus 
grain and export it in insignificant quantities, 5-20 poods each, with the 
sole purpose of avoiding a boycott, and rarely 100 or more poods. 


In most cases, the boycotted kulaks and the well-to-do are indifferent 
to the boycott, claiming that they are sufficiently provided with 
manufactured goods that money can buy goods anywhere. 


"To hell with her with this board *, shoot us, cut us, but we will not 
bring bread to the state" (SVO, Ural, Siberia). 


It should be noted the high activity shown by the poor and 
underpowered middle peasants in identifying the harvesters of grain 
and encouraging them to export grain surpluses (Ural, SVO, Ukraine, 
Siberia). Demanding increased pressure on the malicious holders of 
grain, the middle peasants, and especially the poor, often proposed to 
deprive those who held the grain of the land and suffrage. 


In a number of cases in Ukraine (Kharkov district) and in Siberia, due 
to the categorical refusal of the kulaks to hand over grain, the 
relationship between the poor and the well-to-do became extremely 
aggravated. 
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As a result of the great work of local party organizations in the main 
grain-procurement regions, organizing the healthy class activity of the 
poor, it was possible to achieve a clear class demarcation of the 
countryside and to achieve almost complete isolation of the kulaks. 


However, in some cases, where the organizational coverage of the poor 
was Clearly insufficient and the rural asset was not prepared in a timely 
manner, the methods of public influence on the malicious harvesters of 
bread sometimes took ugly forms. 


Such cases have been reported in Siberia (Rubtsovsky District), SKK 
(Kuban District), SVO (Buguruslansky, Mordovsky Districts) and 
especially in the Urals (Tyumensky and Shadrinsky Districts). 


So, in the village. Atamanskoye, Pavlovsky District (Kuban District) On 
March 18, local party and Soviet organizations organized a 
demonstration in order to induce the holders of bread to export it to 
procurement points through public influence. 


Demonstrators, members of the village council, members of the Union 
of Soviet Trade and Railway Workers, local party members and 
Komsomol members under the leadership of the secretary of the VKP 
(b) cell, gathered at the village council, staged a procession through the 
village. At the head of the procession were moving two carts, on one sat 
the musicians, on the other - the mummers "fist and the poor 
man." Arriving at the house of the "disenfranchised" blacksmith, the 
demonstrators called him into the street and began to mock him (the 
demonstrators danced around the carts, called the blacksmith a reptile, 
a bloodsucker, etc., threatened to send him out of the village, etc.). A 
poor man, whose husband died in exile, two middle peasants, a former 
teacher, 8 well-to-do people and the wife of a deacon, a "dispossessed", 
were subjected to the same bullying. 


In with. A carnival was organized in Ust-Kozlukh of the Pokrovsky 
district (Rubtsovsky district, Siberia). 40 people who were boycotted 
(including 16 kulaks, the rest are wealthy and 8 middle peasants), drove 
along the street in formation with a black flag. Ahead of the procession 
was a cart with two loaves of bread on a sleigh, on the other cart sat a 
middle peasant with a black flag on which was the inscription: "I want 
to be a fist." Behind the kulaks marched in formation of the poor with a 
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red flag. During the march, rallies were organized. The boycotted ones 
were scoffed at in every possible way, they were booed, ridiculed, etc. 


In the same district in the village. Karpovsky, at the meeting of the poor, 
which was also attended by a part of the middle peasants and 
agricultural land, the holders of surplus were called, the appearance of 
which was met by those present with a whistle, noise and hooting. The 
secretary of the candidate group of the VKP (b), being the chairman of 
the meeting, announced: "Be persistent - now you will see the face of a 
kulak." The summoned kulaks were forced to read aloud the prepared 
slogans and inscriptions on black flags: "The holder of bread is a friend 
of Chamberlain", "I don’t hand over the surplus — I keep 
it." Depending on whether the summoned holder of surpluses agreed 
to hand them over to the collection point or not, he was handed one or 
another flag by order of the meeting. 


Along with this, it should be noted that in some places (Siberia, the 
Northern Military District and the Urals), the use of a social boycott by 
individual workers of the lower Soviet apparatus (including party 
members) is not being implemented. The boycotted kulaks continue to 
receive goods, the boycott is lifted from them and in every possible way 
they pander to them. 


In the Samara District (SVO), in a number of villages in the Spassky and 
Grachevsky districts, the workers of the village councils refused to 
carry out a boycott, declaring: "We have no bread, and others do not 
have it, so there is no one to boycott." Secretary of the VKP (b) cell 
s. Talli objects to the boycott, referring to the fact that "the district 
committee does not recommend the boycott method." As a result, none 
of the malicious bread-holders was boycotted and the export of grain 
soon almost stopped. 


In the Shadrinsky and Kungursky districts (Ural), in many localities of 
the Orda and Kataysky districts, boycotted grain donors continue to 
receive goods from cooperatives. 


In the Kurgan Okrug, individual village councils are gradually lifting 
the boycott of the well-to-do, as a result of which the population gets 
the impression that "no matter how much boycott is made, the boycott 
is not carried out." 
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In the Kamensk district (Siberia) in the village. Tyumentsevsky, the list 
of boycotted people was written on a piece of paper in small print and 
glued to a complaints box in the PO shop. This had no effect on the 
boycotted. 


In the Biysk district, a fist with. Kolovo, boycotted for shelter of 600 
poods. bread, after he passed 1 % pood., the chairman of the PO 
(member of the CPSU (b)), the boycott was removed from him. 


A similar situation is also observed in Tomsk, Omsk and other districts 
of Siberia. 


The facts of the distortion of the class approach in the application of the 
boycott stand apart. In the NWO, the Urals and Siberia, in some 
villages, the low-powered middle peasants, who did not have a grain 
surplus, were boycotted. In some cases (Central Black Earth Region, 
SVO, Siberia), the middle peasants handed over semmaterial, sold 
cattle, just to take out the assigned amount of grain and remove the 
boycott. 


In the Ponomarovsky district (Buguruslan district, SVO), 77 people 
were deprived of their land allotments in 16 settlements as a result of 
the boycott, including most of the middle peasants who refused to take 
out the assigned amount of grain (100 poods). 


In with. Martynovka, Abdulinsky district (Buguruslan district, SVO), 
authorized by the RIK, a member of the All-Union Communist Party of 
Bolsheviks, who works on grain procurement, despite the fact that the 
village commission at one time determined the yield of winter crops at 
20-25 poods. from the tithe, based on the calculation of the yield of 45- 
50 poods, he offers the peasants to take out additional grain. Those who 
refuse are put on a black board, deprived of a cooperative share, etc. Up 
to 50 two-horse peasants were boycotted, including those who were 
recently put on the red board for the delivery of grain. 


In the Tomsk Okrug (Siberia), Pavlovsk Production Association 
announced a boycott of 4 poor peasants and 15 middle peasants for the 
fact that they found moonshine. 


In with. Petrovka (Biysk district) boycotted a number of middle 
peasants who do not have grain reserves. The middle peasants say: 
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"We'll have to take the seeds, or the children will be kicked out of 
school." 


In the Usolsky District of the Irkutsk District, grain procurers intercept 
peasants on the road, carrying grain to be sold to the market, and carry 
them onto a black board. As a result, the supply of grain to the Usolsk 
market was greatly reduced, and the price of bread rose significantly. 


Note 


* Depending on the delivery or non-delivery of grain, the peasants were 
entered, respectively, on a red or "black" board. 


Anti-Soviet activities of the kulaks 


Along with the increased activity of the low-powered groups of the 
peasantry, the anti-Soviet activity of the kulaks and anti-Soviet-minded 
groups of the wealthy peasantry has greatly increased. 


Agitating among the peasants against the export of grain with calls to 
“rebel, take the procurers by the throat” and “demand the return of 
grain,” the kulaks and the wealthy elite of the village hold their illegal 
meetings, at which they discuss ways to counter grain procurements 
(Siberia, the Urals, Ukraine), distribute anti-Soviet leaflets content, 
terrorize workers of the procurement and Soviet apparatus, the poor 
and agricultural assets working on procurement. 


In Siberia, the Urals and Ukraine during the reporting period, there 
were a number of mass anti-Soviet protests organized by the kulaks in 
response to measures of economic boycott and the use of other 
measures of influence on the malicious non-donors of grain. 


In the Chelyabinsk District (Ural) on March 12 in the village. In the 
Kardopolovskaya Shumikhinsky District, a group of the well-to-do, in 
protest against the boycott declared by them, staged a demonstration 
with a white flag urging them to hide bread and not give it to the state. 


In the village In Kumlyakh of the Uysk District (Troitsk District), a 
demonstration of women was organized by their fists in order to 
oppose grain procurements, which prevented the filling of bread. The 
demonstration, after the men also joined it, turned into a mass 
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demonstration, the participants of which walked around the peasant 
yards and poured back the grain prepared for delivery. 


A meeting was held near the boycotted kulak, which was attended by 
19 people who took part in the speech. The organizers of the meeting 
called on the peasants present at the meeting to organized opposition 
to the export of grain. 7 kulaks were arrested. 


In the same village at the end of last year, there was a mass 
demonstration on the basis of the closure of the church. 


In the Barnaul district (Siberia) in March in three districts there were 6 
mass anti-Soviet demonstrations organized by the kulaks on the basis 
of tough measures being taken against malicious non-donors of grain. 


In Verkh [not] -Chumyshsky district (Ivanovka village), under the 
influence of agitation by a kulak, a member of a kulak group, a group 
of women (7 kulaks, 31 middle peasants and 4 poor peasants) appeared 
in the village council, which turned to the grain procurement officer 
with a protest against the announcement of a boycott of nondelivers 
grain surplus. 


Shouts and threats were heard from the crowd of women against the 
grain procurement officer. "Start, women, strangle them, what are you 
watching, they will support us - there will be enough people on the 
street." At this time, a crowd of peasants (up to 100 people) gathered at 
the village council building. There were shouts from the crowd. "Hit 
them, grab them by the hair." “Plant better than us, but we will no 
longer allow you to mock our husbands. It is a pity that we have no 
weapons, we would have dealt with you differently. " 


The mother of the kulak, the initiator of the protest, demanded an end 
to grain procurements and threatened: “If you go to the barns and take 
grain from us, then we will declare war on you, and we will not go from 
the village council until you give us the obligation not to demand from 
us delivery of the last bread ". 


The crowd of women remained in the village council for about two 
hours, continuing to make noise and shout. Thanks to the skillful 
explanation of the authorized RIK, the crowd calmed down and 
dispersed. 
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A similar thing happened in the village. Kitmanovo in the same district 
and district, where a crowd of women dispersed a demonstration 
consisting of members of the Rabzemles Union, Soviet salesmen and 
seven-year-old students, who called for the surrender of grain 
surpluses. With shouts that “these flags are coming for bread, we won't 
give them bread, we won't allow ourselves to be robbed,” the women 
burst into the columns of demonstrators, dispersed them and beat up 
their children *. 


In the Izyum district (Ukraine) in the village. Valvenkovo, Petrovsky 
District 10 kulaks (two former party members expelled for harassment), 
boycotted, gathered at the apartment of one of the former party 
members to discuss their future behavior. They severely beat the 
secretary of the local party cell and the grain procurement officer who 
entered the poor man's apartment. Fleeing, the cell secretary and the 
grain procurement officer fled to the village council. The kulaks, 
pursuing them, ran to the village council, but could not penetrate 
there. Then they left one of the kulaks to the sentry, armed with an 
ax. This was witnessed by a crowd of villagers (about 50 people), which, 
however, did not take any measures of pressure against the kulaks 
trying to kill the secretary and the grain procurement officer. 


Note 

* So, in the document. 
Self-imposition 1 
Campaign progress 


Self-taxation in Siberia and the NCC is not quite satisfactory. The 
percentage of accepted self-taxation to the amount of agricultural tax in 
individual regions is very low. In the CCM, for example, self-taxation 
is adopted at a rate of 23.2%, in Siberia - 26.4%, in the NWK - self- 
taxation is adopted at a rate of 31%. 


The percentage of accepted self-taxation in individual districts of these 
districts, where it ranges from 4 to 30%, is very variegated. So, in Siberia 
(as of March 1), self-taxation was adopted in 6 districts in the amount 
of 16 to 20%, in 9 districts - from 22 to 25%, in 3 districts from 26 to 27% 
and in the 1st district (Kirensky) - 3.9%. 
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In the CCM in the Stavropol District (as of March 7), self-taxation was 
adopted at a rate of 18.4%, in Salsky — 19%, in Sh [Akhtinsko] -Donetsk 
— 20%, in Maikop — 30.6%, etc. 


In the NVK in the Astrakhan District (as of March 25), the percentage 
of self-taxation accepted to the target figure is 15, in the Khopersky 
District - 30, in the Saratov District - 33.2, in Pugachevsky - 42.6 and in 
Balashovsky - 68. 


Everywhere there is an extremely weak receipt of payments for the 
already adopted self-taxation. 


In the NVK on March 8, the amount of self-taxation receipts was only 
16% of the checksum and 41% of the accepted amount. 


In Siberia, as of March 1, the receipt of the accepted self-taxation 
amounts is 53.9%. 


In the CCM on March 7 - 71.7% and in the Urals - 56.4%. 


Self-tax payments come mainly from the underpowered peasantry and 
mainly in cash. Even in those places where self-taxation was adopted 
in kind (SKK, Chita Okrug, DVK), peasants receive numerous 
applications to replace it with cash. 


Carrying out additional self-taxation (up to 50% of the tax amount) is 
met with resolute resistance from the kulaks and well-to-do peasantry 
(Siberia, NVK). 


Deficiencies in the work of the grassroots government apparatus for 
self-taxation 


The weak development of the self-taxation campaign is largely due to 
its insufficient preparation and a number of shortcomings in the work 
of the lower Soviet apparatus. In some areas of the NVK, Siberia, and 
the CCC, self-taxation was adopted at a reduced rate, in a number of 
villages self-taxation was carried out with a great delay and the 
collection of the accepted amounts for self-taxation was not carried out 
with sufficient decisiveness. 


Due to insufficient preparatory work in the presence of a very high 
activity of the kulaks in the farms of Nikolayevsky, Oblivsky 
(Kamyshinsky district, NVK), the population completely abandoned 
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self-taxation, and in a number of farms it accepted it in the amount of 3 
to 15% of the agricultural tax ruble. 


In the Omsk District (Siberia), as of February 16, self-taxation was not 
carried out in 62 villages. 


In the Achinsk district, in 9 villages of the most economically powerful 
and grain-oriented region (Berezovsky), self-taxation was not carried 
out at all, in 3 villages self-taxation was adopted in the amount of 5% 
and in 4 villages - 10%. 


In the Maryinsky district of the Tomsk district, out of the total self- 
taxation amount of 40,900 rubles. collected only 15,000 rubles. 


In the Zachulym region, at the beginning of March, the amounts for 
individual taxation remain uncollected. 


Along with the negligence and inactivity of the NIAC, the JCC and 
Belarus, there have been registered cases of direct opposition to self- 
taxation on the part of employees of the grassroots Soviet apparatus 
and individual village party members. The failure of the self-taxation 
rulings in many cases was solely due to opposition from these 
individuals. 


So, in the village. Ozerki (Saratov District, NVK) at a meeting of the 
village council members of the village council thwarted the adoption of 
an additional 25% self-taxation, categorically refusing to carry it out, 
declaring: “There is no bread, but the Soviet government continues to 
tear our skin off us. We'll have to sell the last cow. " The poor people 
attending the meeting voted against additional self-taxation. 


In the Turkovsky district of the Balashov district, thanks to a speech at 
a general meeting of peasants by a member of the CPSU (b) against self- 
taxation (“Self-taxation must be abandoned, since the peasants have no 
money this year”), the proposal to accept it was rejected. 


Similar cases were also recorded in a number of districts of Belarus 
(Mozyr, Vitebsk, etc.). 


There have been numerous cases of distortion of the class principle in 
the alignment and levying of self-taxation, an arbitrary increase in the 
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amount of self-taxation in excess of the norms established by law (in 
some cases up to 200% of the Unified Agricultural Taxation) (NIAC). 


Resisting the fists and the well-to-do self-taxation 


The kulaks and the well-to-do part of the peasantry stubbornly resisted 
self-taxation, disrupting meetings, beating and terrorizing supporters 
of self-taxation, activists-poor and middle peasants. 


The kulaks' agitation against self-taxation was clearly counter- 
revolutionary in nature: "The Soviet government strangled us, we must 
strive for freedom, down with the communists and all the Soviet 
bastard that ruins us with self-taxation, down with this order and 
power, we cannot stand any longer" (CCM). 


The kulaks in an organized manner, forming groupings, disrupted self- 
taxation meetings, in some cases inflicting rout. In the NVK, Belarus 
and Siberia, in some villages, kulaks disrupted meetings 2-3 times in a 
row. In the BSSR, according to far from complete data, 72 meetings 
were disrupted by kulaks, and 26 in the NVK. 


In with. Orlovskoe of the Marksstadt Canton (ASSRNP, NVKk), a group 
of "disenfranchised" kulaks, appearing at a meeting where they 
discussed the issue of self-taxation, shouting that "you are taking the 
indemnity from us again, get out before you are beaten", etc., did not 
allow the meeting to be conducted. During the voting, they did not 
allow raising their hands and beat those who voted for self-taxation. It 
turned out to be a dump, the meeting had to be closed and the question 
of self-adoration was thwarted. 


In the hut. Ryaski of the Denisovsky village council (Salsky district, 
SKK), a group of the wealthy, in order to disrupt self-taxation, held an 
illegal meeting in advance, at which it was decided to go to a meeting 
with all family members in order to get more votes. Even before the 
meeting, the members of the group campaigned among their fellow 
villagers: “You’re better and don’t get ready, it won’t be in your opinion 
anyway”. At the meeting, the members of the group tried to disrupt the 
meeting by shouting that “the meeting was not open correctly, because 
there is only one poor person present,” etc. In addition, two members 
of the group were collecting money from their wealthy for a trip to 
Moscow, to the CEC with a complaint about actions of local authorities. 
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Considering that the solution of the issue ultimately depends on the 
position of the middle peasants, the kulaks everywhere before the 
meetings were actively working on the middle peasants, trying to 
restore them against the poor. 


In some cases, the kulaks managed to attract part of the middle peasants 
and, with their help, thwart self-taxation (BSSR, SKK, NVK, Siberia). 


In the Bobruisk district (BVO) in the village. The well-to-do kosier 
attracted part of the middle peasants to their side, arrested the 
presidium of the meeting and kept them in the house where the 
meeting was held for 3 hours until the police arrived and freed 
them. The members of the presidium were subjected to all kinds of 
insults. They were spat in their faces, pushed and abused them in every 
possible way. 


In Siberia, the CCK, NVK and BVO kulaks and the wealthy tried to 
prevent the poor from attending meetings where the issue of self- 
taxation was discussed: "The poor do not pay taxes, they are not self- 
taxed, they have no voice." 


In the Armavir and Salsk districts (CCM), the kulaks demanded to 
"deprive the poor of the right to vote" so that she could not vote for self- 
taxation. “We are not allowed to attend meetings of the poor, so they 
should not be allowed to meetings where self-taxation is discussed” 
(BVO). 


The kulaks widely practiced methods of economic pressure on the poor, 
who advocated self-taxation, threatening them with an economic 
boycott (refusal to sell grain, refusal to lease land, etc.). 


After the adoption of self-taxation, the kulaks and wealthy peasants 
continued to offer stubborn resistance, without paying the amount 
owed from them. In a number of villages and villages of the SKK, the 
kulaks made payments only after the inventories and the appointment 
of tenders for their property (Sh [Akhtinsko] -Donetsky, Chernomorsky 
and other districts of the SKK). In the Black Sea region alone, up to 20 
cases of organized refusal of self-taxation payments have been 
registered. 


Spring sowing campaign 
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In a number of regions (Ukraine, NWO, Siberia, and Yaroslavl 
Gubernia), preparatory work for the spring sowing was unfolding at an 
insufficient pace. 


In some places, the lower Soviet apparatus by this time had not yet 
come close to the practical implementation of their plans. 


To a large extent, this was due to departmental inconsistency between 
the organizations (provincial, district and district) leading the sowing 
campaign, which were late in giving practical instructions to village 
councils and the cooperative periphery. 


A significant renewal of the composition of the village councils as a 
result of their re-election and the coincidence of the moment of the 
change of leadership also played a role in the delay in the launch of the 


campaign. 


In the main producing regions, workers of the lower Soviet and 
cooperative apparatuses, distracted by grain procurements, in some 
places did not pay at all attention to the preparation for the sowing 
campaign, arguing that "sowing campaign is a secondary matter, the 
first is grain procurement" (NVK), that "it is still far from sowing, there 
is no hurry ", And" when the sowing time comes, the peasants will 
know what they need to do without a campaign "(Ukraine, Siberia). 


Advocacy and explanatory work among the broad masses of the 
peasantry about the directives and measures of the government in 
terms of increasing yields and expanding the cultivated area until mid- 
March was carried out in places almost completely or was carried out 
in clearly insufficient amounts. 


All this taken together, along with numerous shortcomings in the 
preparation of the material base of the sowing campaign (seed and 
machine supply, the creation of a seed fund, lending, etc.) in certain 
regions (SVO, Tver and Smolensk provinces), casts doubt on the 
fulfillment of the target figures of the planned organizations on 
expanding the sowing area and increasing yields. 


Grain cleaning campaign and machinery supply 


In a number of districts of Ukraine, SVO, JIBO and provinces of the 
Central region, the grain cleaning campaign is under the threat of 
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under-meeting the government's target figures in the field of grain 
cleaning. The main reasons for non-fulfillment of the planned task for 
cleaning grain are: 1) lack of grain cleaning machines, 2) untimely repair 
of them due to the lack of workshops and high-quality iron, 3) delay in 
organizing rental points, 4) agitation of wealthy and kulaks against 
grain cleaning, 5) and the main thing is the inert attitude of some of the 
workers of the lower soviet. 


In a number of NWO districts, as of March 20, seed cleaning does not 
exceed 25-30% of the total task. In Ryazan lips. the plan for cleaning 
seeds until the second half of March was fulfilled by only 31.4%. 


The situation is much better in Siberia, where in a number of districts, 
as a result of timely and appropriate training, the poor and middle 
peasants willingly cleanse and seed the seeds, often on their own 
initiative issuing resolutions on the cleaning of seeds by the whole 
village, imposing fines on those who evade cleaning (Krasnoyarsk, 
Kazan, Kuznetsk districts). 


In terms of machine supply, the implementation of machine supply 
plans is extremely slow. Agricultural implements and machines arrive 
with a great delay against planned dates (Siberia, SKK, SVO, Ukraine, 
Belarus, Smolensk and a number of other central provinces). 


Reflection of the publication of the law on the unified agricultural 
tax on the attitude of the peasantry to the sowing campaign and the 
course of campaigns 


Weak popularization of the law on unified agricultural tax 


Despite the fact that more than 1% months have passed since the 
publication of the new law on agricultural tax, its popularization 
among the broad masses of the peasantry has not been carried out 
enough. The new law has not yet reached the countryside in a number 
of regions by the end of March, and the peasantry is not aware of the 
main changes in the law and the benefits provided to farms that 
increase sowing and use the simplest agricultural measures. Due to 
insufficient explanatory work, the peasantry often reacts to this law on 
the basis of those rumors and misinterpretations that are caused by the 
fact that a new tax law has been issued, often presented in a distorted 
form. In the regions where the explanatory work was carried out, a 
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number of cases were registered when the workers who carried out the 
familiarization of the population with the main changes in the new law 
on the unified agricultural tax, clearly distorted its main provisions. 


Such cases are especially numerous in the North Caucasus. For 
instance. 


In stts. The speaker at the meeting on the new law on the unified 
agricultural tax explained the tax in the Labinsk Maikop district: "This 
year the benefits written in the new law will not be provided, but will 
be given only in 1930 and 1931." 


This is explained by the fact that the workers of the lower Soviet 
apparatus, due to the belated dispatch of materials about the new 
ESHN, often did not study them themselves. 


Kiev district. The newly issued regulation on the Unified Agricultural 
Taxation for 1929-1930. is not popularized at all (as of March 16). It is 
characteristic that even the employees of the district apparatus are not 
familiar with the new law. Some employees of the district offices know 
about him only by hearsay. 


In areas where the peasantry has already become familiar with the main 
changes in the law on the unified agricultural tax, this has a positive 
effect on the attitude of the middle peasants and poor peasants to the 
issue of expanding the cultivated area. 


There are numerous cases when, after familiarizing themselves with the 
new tax law, peasants, on their own initiative, pass resolutions on 
increasing the cultivated area and raising the yield. For example: the 
peasants of the Novozhilovsky section of the Vereshchaginsky district 
of the Perm district, having heard a report on the new agricultural tax, 
in particular, on the provision of benefits to sowers, decided to increase 
the sown area. 


General meeting of peasants der. Antonovo Vyazemsky u. Smolensk 
province, after hearing a report on the new agricultural tax, issued the 
following resolution: "To carry out a universal sorting of seeds, to 
welcome the decision of the All-Russian Central Executive Committee 
on a single agricultural tax, aimed at facilitating the middle peasant 
farms." 
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In the North Caucasus, NWK and in some Central provinces, as a result 
of familiarization with the main changes in the law on benefits 
provided to farms that increase sowing and use the simplest 
agricultural measures in their farms, there is an increase in the 
population's applications for obtaining loans, loans, the desire to 
expand the area through rent land from the poor and public funds. So, 
for example, in the Primorsko-Akhtyrsky district of the Kuban district, 
a number of cases were noted when, as a result of explanatory work 
about the new tax, grain growers who had previously refused to sow 
and even surrendered their land plots to the Stansoviet took back their 
shares and, denying themselves the most necessary, raised funds to buy 
grain for sowing. In the Labinsky district of the Maikop district, the 
stansovets rented out almost all the land of the public fund they 
had. Similar facts were noted in a number of places in the Kuban, 
Maikop, Salsk and Donetsk districts. 


In the Leninsky district of the Stalingrad district, the middle peasants 
and the poor, having familiarized themselves with the changes in the 
law on the unified agricultural tax, daily groups of 20-30 people in the 
village council with applications for leasing land from the public fund 
in order to expand the sown area. 


While there is, in the main, a positive attitude of the poor and middle 
peasants towards the new agricultural tax, nevertheless, due to 
insufficient clarification of the tax law, among some of the middle 
peasants there is disbelief in the actual implementation of the new law: 


"The new law on the unified agricultural tax will remain only on paper, 
and when the deadline for its collection comes, the tax will be brought 
back to the previous one" (middle peasant, Stalin district). 


To a large extent, the emergence of such sentiments is facilitated by 
cases of distortion of tax policy that took place in the tax campaign last 
year. 


“Now a new tax law has been issued - this is the power of us, the 
peasants, who are fishing the bait so that we increase our crops. Now 
we are promised everything, but as soon as we increase the crops, they 
will immediately bring us under the kulaks” (middle peasant, Armavir 
district). 
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“If these laws were thorough, then it would be possible to add crops, 
otherwise they often change. You will expend energy and suddenly 
again a new law will impose it in such a way that you will repent 
"(middle peasant, Stalin district.). 


In the Stalingrad and Khopersky districts of the NVK, dissatisfaction 
with the late publication of the new law on the unified agricultural tax 
was noted, since “the peasants can no longer increase the sowing in the 
spring, because they plowed little under the plow due to the heavy tax 
last year. And now a new regulation on the unified agricultural tax has 
come out, but it's too late, it should be released in the fall, when the 
peasant was preparing for autumn plowing \“. In spring, plowing is 
not very profitable, because it often has a bad harvest” (poor man, 
Khopersky district). 


The kulaks, using the lack of awareness of the broad masses of the 
peasantry about the changes in the UAR, in Siberia, the North 
Caucasus, the Urals, the Northern Military District, the NVK, the 
Ukrainian SSR and other regions, are trying in every possible way to 
sow distrust among the middle peasants and the poor towards the new 
law, campaigning for a reduction in the sown area, emphasizing the 
severity of the taxation last year and spreading rumors of an even larger 
UAT hike this year. “The Soviet government is lying that it will make a 
10% discount and all sorts of benefits, this was invented to expand the 
sown area, and then they would crush us with taxes” (Sh [Akhtinsko] - 
Donetsk district). "You need to sow as little as possible, since the new 
law is just a bait, and then they will be left not only without economy, 
but also without trousers" (kulak, Kuban district). 


In the Leon-Kalitvensky district of the Donetsk district (SKK), kulaks 
walk around the yards of the poor and middle peasants and agitate 
among them that “a new tax has been issued in order to identify new 
objects of taxation. They only fool the population in order to expose the 
kulaks and strangle them with a tax. The Soviet government acts like 
swindlers - they will tax you, and then they say that you are given 
discounts” (kulaks, Leono-Kalitvensky district). 


Anti-Soviet manifestations (January-March 1929) 
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January-March gives a decrease in all the main types of anti-Soviet 
manifestations in the countryside - terror, leaflets and mass 
demonstrations, as can be seen from the following table: 


[___ffertor — eafets Mass and group performances 


Terror 





Out of 332 terrorist acts in the 1st quarter of 1929, 156 were registered 
in January, 94 in February and 72 in March (according to incomplete 
data). 


One of the main reasons contributing to the decrease in the terrorist 
activity of the kulaks is a tougher punitive policy towards 
terrorists. This also explains the fact that terror is beginning to take on 
fewer active forms. Moreover, the number of murders is especially 
decreasing: in January - 33 cases, in February - 14, in March - 11. 


Of interest in this respect are the following comparative data on the 


nature of terror: 


Of them: 
: ; Assassination 
| njured[Beatings|Arson| Others 
attempts 


ie 
1928 
pee eee 
1929 


In the overwhelming majority of cases, terror is directed against the 





workers of the grassroots Soviet apparatus (95 facts), the asset of the 
poor (94), members of the CPSU (b) and the Komsomol (54). 


For reasons of terror, it is distributed as follows: on the basis of the 
electoral struggle - 51, for the struggle against the kulaks - 50, in 
connection with grain procurements - 38, on the basis of tax and self- 
taxation - 12, in connection with land management and collectivization 
- 13, and for notes in newspapers - 8 (in other cases, the reasons for the 
attacks have not been established). 


Leaflets 
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According to the number of cases of leaflet distribution in the first 
quarter of 1929, January stands out - 121 facts (in February - 51 and in 
March, according to incomplete information - 27). 


Of the registered insurgent leaflets - 38, in connection with the re- 
election of village councils - 35, on the basis of a food crisis - 17 and with 
threats to the workers of the Soviet apparatus and activists of the village 
- 57. 


Mass performances 


Mass and group demonstrations in January-March are registered in 
connection with the food crisis - 26 cases, on the basis of grain 
procurements - 14, on religious grounds - 7, in connection with lynching 
and police opposition - 6, on the basis of tax and self-taxation - 3, lack 
of manufactured goods - 2, land management - 1 and others - 2. 


The following table gives an idea of the number of participants in 
individual performances: 


Of them with the number of participants 


Performances with al 
i fe) to 50lffrom 51 ee eae over| 
o P 101 to201 toB00 to 
people — to 100 00 
00 00 00 





Of the individual mass demonstrations during the reporting period, the 
speeches on the basis of grain procurements as a result of the use of 
tough measures against the malicious holders of grain - kulaks and 
repressions against grain speculators - deserve attention. 


In the Barnaul district (Siberia), on the basis of the sale of the property 
of 250 kulak farms, imposed fivefold by self-taxation for malicious 
failure to deliver grain, 6 mass demonstrations took place in 
March. Moreover, a crowd of 300-500 people were beaten and injured 
10 workers of the village council and police. The kulaks, leading the 
protests, tried to contact neighboring villages in order to obtain 
support. 


In the Trinity District (Ural) in the village. Kumlyak for 3 days women 
organized by the kulaks opposed the delivery of grain to the 
procurers. The local priest, up to two times, called a thousandth crowd 
with an alarm bell, which, appearing to the village council and 
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protesting against the work of procurement organizations, demanded 
to convene a "national assembly." The kulaks tried to enlist the support 
of the workers, choosing for this purpose a delegation to travel to the 
city of Zlatoust (in the same village at the end of 1928 there was a mass 
demonstration on the basis of the closure of the church). 


Eastern national republics and autonomous regions 
Adjarastan 


In the first days of March from. in Khulinsky district Ajaristan, there 
were mass demonstrations, which then took on an insurrectionary 
character. The reasons that triggered the movement were: 
contamination and a significant separation of the district Soviet 
apparatus from the masses, the lack of a sufficiently flexible policy in 
relation to the rural population when conducting certain events in the 
countryside, the distortion of the party line on the part of individual co- 
workers, especially in the campaign to liberate women, errors in the tax 
politics, lack of bread, dissatisfaction with the system of levying regular 
contributions of state insurance and the systematic delay in issuing 
premiums for dead _ livestock.The decisive stimulus for the 
performance was dissatisfaction with the campaigns to remove the 
veil 147 and the closure of madrasahs, which also coincided in time with 
the Soviets' re-election campaign. Back in January and February, under 
the influence of the agitation of the kulaks and the Muslim clergy, a 
number of women rallied against the removal of the veil and the closure 
of madrasahs (see reviews for January-February). Some acceleration of 
the campaign to remove the veil, the use of threats, arrests and violence 
by local workers played a significant role in shaping the active 
protest. As a result, the insurrectionary movement, which began in 
Chvansky by those, spread to others in the Khulinsky district. - 
Gordzhomskoe, Khulinskoe, Skhaltinskoe, Riketskoe. 


The initiators and leaders of the movement were the kulaks, Muslims, 
and former adherents of the “8 Khimshiashvili brothers, who fled to 
Turkey and from there carried out systematic work to support the 
resettlement sentiments and ferment among the peasant masses of 
Khulinsky district.The active organizers of the movement were 
Odabash-oglu Mukhamed, an adherent of the Khimshiashvili brothers, 
a Turkophile leader, a kulak with great influence on the peasants of 
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Chvansky, and the famous smuggler Izet Chagalidze. The following 
slogans were subsequently added to the initial demands of the rebels to 
cancel the removal of the veil and the closure of the madrasah, to 
eliminate individual cases of arbitrariness of local collaborators: 1) the 
organization of the muftiat 9 (higher spiritual administration), 2) the 
creation of Kadi 15° (Sharia court), 3) exclusion of girls from schools, 4) 
removal from Khuli district. Communists, 5) within two days to carry 
out "free" re-elections of the Soviets in the Khuli district, 6) the creation 
of a national Ajarian army, 7) the population's failure to surrender 
weapons. 


According to preliminary information, from 600 to 700 people took part 
in the movement. In Chvani, the number of speakers was at least 300 
people. As a result of the measures taken, a significant part of the 
speakers surrendered their weapons and the population returned to 
their villages. Some of the speakers dispersed. 


National regions of the North Caucasus Territory 
Re-election of the Soviets 


Preliminary data, recording a generally more satisfactory social 
composition of the newly elected village councils in comparison with 
the previous re-elections, indicate, however, that the village councils 
are partially littered with alien and criminal elements. Along with this, 
among the poor part of the members of the village councils there are a 
significant number of podkulachniki and persons with an anti-Soviet 
past or who have compromised themselves in Soviet work. 


The village council of St [arye] Atagi (Chechnya) has 56 members: one 
former bandit, 5 former whites, 4 former police officers, kulaks and 
former traders - 3, Arabists '5'- 2, that is, the village council is clogged 
by 27%. 


In with. Adyge-Khabl (Cherkessia), a former cattle stealer, convicted in 
1924 and deprived of his rights for 5 years, was elected chairman of the 
village council. This term ends in September 1929. 


In with. Zumsoy (Chechnya) elected to the village council Sheikh 1%, 
who has up to 100 murids and regularly collects zakyat 1° for himself. 
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In the village council Chugun-Kale (Chechnya), one of the members of 
the village council has 200 heads of small livestock, a horse, 10 heads of 
cattle, a former guard who beat peasants, now a member of an anti- 
Soviet group. 


The littering of village councils in 9 districts of Chechnya, according to 
incomplete data, is drawn in the following form: kulaks - 22, traders - 
50, former white police officers and foremen - 6, embezzlers - 4, bandits 
and cattle stealers - 25, defamed by court - 4, "disenfranchised "- 6, 
former officers - 2, representatives of the religious community - 17. 


As a new and unusual phenomenon for the mountain aul, numerous 
cases of women being elected as chairpersons and, mainly, as deputy 
chairmen of village councils (Ossetia, Adygea, Karachay, Ingushetia) 
should be noted. There is an exceptionally high turnout of kulak-anti- 
Soviet elements at election meetings, often with whole families. The 
formation of new village councils and some presidiums is proceeding 
with great difficulties, meeting strong resistance from the kulaks and 
their supporters. 


In the village of Lakshukai (Chechnya), the kulak group, after the re- 
election of the village council, convened a meeting, which attracted up 
to 40 voters. The meeting singled out a delegation to the regional 
election committee with a complaint about the incorrect conduct of the 
re-election. 


Sowing campaign 


Among the workers of the district and rural apparatus, there is some 
confusion, a manifestation of lack of confidence in their strength, 
dissatisfaction with the insufficient help of regional organizations - 
"they are in charge, and we do." Hence, there is some tendentiousness 
in the information about the general situation on the ground and 
exaggeration about the shortages of bread and fodder (Kabarda, 
Ossetia, Chechnya). The same sentiments are the reason for quite 
numerous cases of inactivity of the district apparatuses, which seek to 
mechanically shift the burden and_ responsibility for their 
implementation onto the rural authorities. There are other reasons for 
the demobilization moods of the district apparatus: in Chechnya, in 
connection with the upcoming enlargement of districts, in Adygea, '4, 
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in connection with the unification of the Takhtamukayevsky and 
Preobrazhensky districts into one administrative unit. 


The preparatory and practical work on the sowing campaign is poorly 
developed. Insufficient participation in the campaign of party- 
Komsomol and Soviet organizations is noted. Public opinion around 
the campaign is very insufficiently mobilized. The new law on the 
unified agricultural tax is not popularized, which leads to cases of 
perverse interpretations about changes in the agricultural tax. 


The condition of agricultural implements and machines is 
unsatisfactory. Many cars are in need of repair, and most of the national 
regions are just starting to organize repair shops. There are isolated 
cases of distribution of loans by the heads of some agricultural 
partnerships among their close and wealthy relatives (Kabarda). Crop 
contracting in all national regions is weak. In Ossetia, the plan was 
fulfilled by 15% by mid-March, while the deadline for 100% fulfillment 
was 15 February. In many auls of Adygea, agricultural cooperatives 
have not yet started this work. There is an acute issue with sowing 
materials. 


Despite these shortcomings, at the past regional and _ district 
conferences of grain growers on the sowing campaign, the poor and 
middle peasants in their speeches welcomed the measures of the Soviet 
government in raising yields and expanding the sown area. The 
speeches of the podkulachniki about high taxes "hindering the 
development of agriculture", about "unfair" pressure on the wealthy, 
etc. in almost all cases were rebuffed by the conferences 
themselves 1%... The activities of the kulak-anti-Soviet elements are 
directed mainly towards refusal to contract crops, to refusal of sowing 
aid from the state, to resist the collection of seeds in local funds and to 
incite anti-collective farm sentiments. In some places, kulak agitation is 
successful. In Chechnya, in one Shali district, 6 cases of disruption of 
meetings on the creation of semifond were registered. In Kabarda, in 
the Primalka district, in a number of villages, the organization of 
sowing associations was disrupted, in which the peasantry, under the 
influence of the agitation of the kulaks, saw future collective farms. In 
Ossetia in the village. Ardonskoe fists thwarted the organization of 
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agricultural courses. There are also facts of organized resistance to the 
sowing campaign. 


In with. Goyty (Chechnya), the kulak group convened conspiratorial 
meetings, for this purpose it organized an active from the poor and 
middle peasants, which three times failed meetings on issues of seed 
fund, contracting, organization of sowing partnerships. The group even 
managed to seize the majority of the village council, the plenum of 
which, referring to the negative sentiments of the aul, refused to carry 
out sowing activities. At the re-convened plenum of the village council, 
the proposed plan was adopted, but with the proviso - "we are not 
responsible for society." 


Kazakhstan 
Grain procurement 


On March 15 with. The March plan for the region was fulfilled only by 
11.7%. An unfavorable effect on grain procurement was exerted by: the 
continuing malicious delay by the fists and the wealthy of grain 
surpluses, the lack of manufactured goods, the activity of private 
traders and speculators with insufficient activity of the lower 
apparatus. Among the workers of the Soviet apparatus and 
procurement organizations, "demobilization" sentiments are 
growing. There are also cases of direct opposition of individual workers 
to measures for grain procurement (Syr-Darya, Ural, Kostanay 
districts). Competition has intensified between individual procurers. In 
a number of districts in the kulak-wealthy farms, the presence of large 
grain reserves was established. Some of the middle peasants also have 
more or less significant surpluses. There are cases of burying bread 
with fists in holes. There were no significant sharp anti-Soviet 
statements by the kulaks on the basis of boycotting the malicious non- 
delivery of grain. Usually the kulaks declare that "goods can be bought 
in the city" and call on the peasants "to respond to the with the boycott 
of the cooperatives” (Semipalatinsk District). Cases of kulak terror 
against activists and distribution of anti-Soviet leaflets have been 
registered. In with. Georgievsky, Semipalatinsk District, in connection 
with grain procurements, a leaflet was pasted on the doors of the 
cooperative calling for the overthrow of Soviet power. In the 
Petropavlovsk district, two cases of distribution of anti-Soviet leaflets 
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were recorded.In the Kostanay district, in two villages, two 
anonymous letters were posted on the doors of the PO, directed against 
grain procurements. 


Sowing campaign 


Practical work on preparation for spring sowing is poorly 
developed. Often the plans were drawn up without taking into account 
the real possibilities (Semipalatinsk, Akmola okrugs). There is a lack of 
sufficient awareness-raising campaign. The government decree on 
raising yields among the broad masses of the village and aul was not 
popularized. The grain cleaning campaign is weak in a number of 
areas. In some places the grain cleaning machines have not been 
repaired, and those in operation are used with partial load. There is a 
lack of sowing materials and agricultural implements. 


In the Semipalatinsk District, 73% of poor households do not have seeds 
for sowing, and the shortage of plows is expressed in 84%. The poor 
and underpowered middle peasants (Syr-Darya and Petropavlovsk 
districts) also feel an acute need for seeds. 


Crops contracting is proceeding poorly due to repeated changes in the 
control figures along the edge. There is a lack of contact in the work of 
the Soyuzkhleb and collective farm unions, in connection with which 
contradictory directives are given in places. Everywhere the kulaks are 
conducting intensified agitation against contracting. At the same time, 
the kulaks launched a broad campaign against the expansion of the 
sowing wedge. Under the influence of kulak agitation, tendencies of an 
insignificant part of the middle peasantry to reduce crops (Aktobe, 
Ural, Alma-Ata okrugs) were noted. 


Female campaign 


The campaign to remove the burqa’ in the Syr-Darya district 
provoked widespread opposition from Bai elements, merchants and the 
Muslim community. Not limited to intensified anti-disclosure 
campaigning, buys and traffickers threaten revenge women with 
violence. The most implacable and serious opponent of the women's 
campaign is the Muslim clergy, which refers in its speeches to the 
uprising in Afghanistan '°7 as an example to be followed by the Uzbeks 
"in the struggle to preserve their religion." The struggle of anti-Soviet 
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elements against the women's campaign is sometimes successful. 7 
cases of beatings of revealed women and a number of death threats 
were registered. Passivity, and in many cases direct opposition to the 
campaign on the part of part of the party members and representatives 
of the grassroots apparatus, had a negative impact on the course of the 
campaign. By forbidding their wives to take off their veils and even 
attend general meetings, the communists in some places threatened 
them with divorce and beatings. 


Uzbekistan 
Sowing campaign 


In a number of districts, it is planned to increase the sown area mainly 
due to the development of fallow %* and displacement of rice. In the 
Fergana district, the sowing campaign plan envisages bringing the 
sowing area to 228723 hectares against 216568 hectares in 1927-1928. In 
the Zeravshan district, the sown area of irrigated crops was determined 
at 96,400 dessiatines against 92,000 dessiatines in 1927-1928. Expansion 
of the cotton area is expected by 27.6% against last year. In the Khorezm 
district, the total cultivated area is expected to increase by 5% compared 
to last year. The increase in the cotton wedge in the current sowing 
campaign compared to last year is expressed according to the plan at 
30%. In the Samarkand district, the cotton sowing area in 1927- 
1928. was equal to 40360 hectares, and in 1928-1929. should be equal to 
49,800 hectares. In some places, there is a discrepancy in the work of 
zemborgs and cotton associations, in connection with which the control 
figures for the sowing area have not been agreed upon and have not 
been specified. In the Khojent and Surkhan-Darya districts, the 
collection of applications for cotton planting is proceeding 
successfully. In the Andijan district, there were cases when the figures 
of the indicative plan exceed the figures for the applications of cotton 
growers, which is partly due to shortcomings in the work on collecting 
applications. Significant interruptions in the supply of crops to 
peasants are noted. The main threat along the Vodkhoz line is floods, 
which have significantly damaged the irrigation network. On the 
ground, there is often a lack of procurement of materials in case of 
destruction from floods, there is a lack of building materials. In some 
districts, a serious shortcoming in the field of irrigation construction is 
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the lack of engineering and technical personnel and poor equipment of 
the irrigation network. There is no survey of the state of the water 
system. In the Khorezm district, the flood of the river flooded 59 farms 
and killed about 60 tanaps of the sown area.In some places, in 
connection with the transfer of the burden of work in kind to more 
powerful farms, cases of division of wealthy farms have been 
recorded. The kulak-bai elements are actively campaigning for the 
reduction of the cotton area. Under the influence of Bai agitation, cases 
of poor peasants’ refusal to plant cotton were recorded (Fergana 
District). 


Countering the women's campaign 


The campaign for the emancipation of women continues to meet with 
active opposition from the Bai-anti-Soviet elements. During the 
reporting period, there were 7 cases of murder (Fergana, Andijan 
districts), one attempted murder (Fergana district), one case of beating 
(Andijan district) and one mass demonstration with the participation of 
200 people (ibid.). The initiators of the performance were the bai and 
representatives of the Muslim clergy. 


Tajikistan 159 
Sowing campaign 


The increase in the area in Tajikistan due to the newly irrigated land is 
expressed in 28270 hectares, the share of cotton regions is 27840 
hectares. It is planned to increase the cotton wedge to 60,240 
hectares. One of the serious indicators of a possible failure of Vodkhoz's 
work to the target date is the work issue, which is acute at present. The 
possibility of an outbreak of discontent among workers is not excluded, 
due to the low rates in comparison with last year. There is a shortage of 
draft animals in the Kurgan-Tyube vilayet 1 and Parkhar Tumen !°. 


Kyrgyzstan 


The total sowing area in Kyrgyzstan is estimated at 562325 
hectares. The increase in the cultivated area against last year is 
expressed by 13%. The total cotton sowing area is set at 56205 hectares, 
which exceeds last year's sowing by 28.9%. Despite the fact that the 
number of hectares intended for sowing cotton is guaranteed by the 
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land department and Vodkhoz, there is an opinion among the 
dekhkans and even workers in cotton cooperatives that the plan for 
sowing cotton has been excessively increased. There is a delay in the 
timely transfer of seed material. With regard to the tractor teams, there 
are fears that they will have interruptions in their work due to the lack 
of repair shops and the supply of fuel and lubricant. 


Crimea 1 
Sowing campaign 


Preparatory work for spring sowing is poorly developed. There are no 
data on the required amount of seeds and the need for the poor and 
low-powered middle peasants in seed material. 


In the Bakhchisarai region, standard contracts for contracting have not 
yet been received, grain has not been delivered. Cartage is not 
prepared, which slows down the transfer of seed to the site. In 
Dzhankoy, Karasubazar, Bakhchisarai and Yevpatoria districts, there is 
an acute shortage of sowing material, in connection with which plans 
for expanding cultivated areas are threatened in some villages. 


In the process of distributing the available semomaterial, there were 
cases of distribution of seeds to wealthy farms. One of the main 
obstacles to expanding the cultivated area of the poor and 
underpowered middle peasants is the lack of draft power and draft 
animals. A feed crisis is beginning to be felt in a number of areas. In 
Sevastopol, Evpatoria and Dzhankoy districts, due to the lack of forage, 
there is a death of livestock. The kulaks everywhere are vigorously 
agitating against the expansion of the sown area, raising yields and 
contracting. Under the influence of kulak agitation, there is a tendency 
of some part of the middle peasantry to reduce the area under crops 
this year and cases of a negative attitude towards contracting crops. 


Prodzones 


In a number of regions there is a shortage of grain, which is especially 
strongly felt by the poor. Bread-fodder difficulties are most 
pronounced among the poor of the Evpatoria, Simferopol and 
Dzhankoy regions. Grain difficulties are no less strongly felt in the 
special cultural regions, in particular, in Yalta. On this basis, there is 
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discontent and criticism of the Soviet regime from the poor. Discontent 
is aggravated by the release of manufactured goods only in exchange 
for bread. Many declare: "Only the kulaks with grain surpluses can get 
a manufacture, and the poor are forced to walk in rags." The kulaks use 
industrial difficulties to intensify anti-Soviet agitation and spread 
various provocative rumors. 


Bashkiria 1% 
Grain procurement 


The March plan was fulfilled by 21.9% (a decrease in comparison with 
last year's procurements by 26.3%).In the Birsk and Sterlitamak 
cantons, the activity of private traders and speculators noticeably 
revived. 


In the village. Seityak St. Baytachevskaya parish Birsk canton profiteers 
beat up members of the village council, who detained 8 wagons with 
bread. 


On the part of the lower procurement and Soviet apparatus, proper 
attention is not paid to reviving the rate of procurement. The attention 
of the workers of the Soviet apparatus was partially diverted by the 
sowing campaign. In connection with a decrease in the supply of grain 
by the grassroots procurement organizations and workers of the Soviet 
apparatus, in some cases, in order to increase grain procurements, 
excesses were allowed, expressed in intimidation of peasants who did 
not surrender grain, in household rounds, etc. state producers, at the 
same time they are campaigning among the middle peasants against 
the export of grain and for the reduction of crops. Large bread holders 
with up to 2000 poods are registered in the Zilair and Bir cantons. 


Sowing campaign 


According to the tentative plan, it is supposed to increase the sowing 
spring wedge by 10%. Bashnarkomzem intends not to issue a seed loan 
from the state fund during the current sowing campaign, but to increase 
the sown area at the expense of the resources of the local fund and a 
varietal loan. However, the local fund figure is 1852628 
poods. unrealistic as this includes the debt on local fund loans. The 
actual amount of seeds of the local fund, which will be collected by the 
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beginning of the sowing campaign, should be counted at 1,015,000 
poods, i.e., the shortage in seeds will be expressed in 837,628 poods. The 
supply of seed grains of low quality with low germination is noted. 


Ak-Yarskiy Semenovodsoyuz "Shoots" of the Zilair canton received 
8000 poods. seed wheat, in the analysis of which it turned out that it has 
33% non-germination. The collective farms refused to take this 
wheat. The Davlekanov state farms received 49,000 poods from 
Bashseltrest. high-quality wheat, which, according to the control-seed 
station NKZem 1! has a very poor germination rate - from 40 to 80%. 


The grain cleaning campaign is extremely slow. Some cantons have not 
yet started cleaning and sorting seeds. In the Ufa, Zilair and Sterlitamak 
cantons, there is an insufficient delivery of agricultural machinery and 
tools. The kulaks are vigorously agitating against the expansion of the 
sowing wedge, while using excesses and distortions in the grain 
procurement campaign. Under the influence of kulak agitation, some 
of the middle peasants intend to reduce the sown area this year. 


Speeches in connection with the closure of churches and mosques 


Due to the lack of sufficient preparation for the implementation of the 
decisions of the electoral assemblies on the use of churches and 
mosques for cultural purposes and the excesses and distortions made, 
a number of cases of negative attitude of some workers and peasants to 
the aforementioned event were registered. 


In total, 23 churches and houses of worship and 31 mosques were 
closed. Anti-Soviet elements, and especially the clergy, led a vigorous 
campaign against the closure of churches. On this basis, 4 mass 
demonstrations were registered. Particularly noteworthy is the mass 
demonstration of the religious part of the population of Beloretsk, 
accompanied by the beating of police officers who were forced to shoot 
in the air in self-defense (see Appendix). At the same time, there is a 
tendency of believers to build new and renovate old churches and 
mosques (Birsk, Belebey cantons). 


Tartary 


Sowing campaign 
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The grassroots Soviet and cooperative apparatuses, despite the 
approaching spring sowing time, are inactive. TNKZ and 
Tatkhlebosoyuz limited themselves to formal drawing up of sowing 
and contracting plans, which often do not correspond to real 
possibilities. Cleaning and sorting of seed grain is extremely poor. The 
main reasons influencing the successful conduct of the grain cleaning 
campaign are: the lack of the required number of grain cleaning 
machines, untimely repair of machines and their incomplete load. A 
number of cases of peasants’ refusal, under the influence of the agitation 
of the kulaks, from cleaning and sorting seeds were noted. The 
contracting of crops is proceeding poorly, mainly due to the negligence 
of the cooperative and Soviet apparatus and the lack of funds. The 
kulaks are vigorously agitating against contracting. Under the 
influence of kulak agitation, there have been registered cases of 
peasants adopting resolutions on the refusal of contracting (Chistopol 
canton). There is a _ significant interruption in the machine 
supply. Requests for cars presented from the field will not be fully 
satisfied. 


In the Spassky canton, due to the lack of agricultural machinery, there 
is a threat of disruption of the sowing campaign. 


Buryat-Mongolia 
Emigration sentiments 


Emigration sentiment among the Buryat population of the border strip 
continues to increase.In Aginsky aimag'® along the river. Argun 
concentrated about 3000 yurts 1 (households) intending to emigrate to 
Borgu (China). The inspirers of the movement are the lamas of the 
Tsugolsky datsan 1’, who travel specifically to the 1 uluses of the 
Aginsky aimag and are campaigning for the resettlement of the Buryats 
to Mongolia. Rumors are spreading rapidly that "the government has 
issued a decree on the confiscation of part of the property from all 
Trans-Baikal Buryats.” Agitation of lambs for emigration continues to 
be observed in somon 1 Novaya Zarya of the Chita district. 


Mood over Afghan events 


The Afghan events are still widely used by the Baysko-anti-Soviet 
elements in Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan in 
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the struggle against the measures of the Soviet government. Significant 
interest in Afghan events is also noted among the national 
intelligentsia. Baytry, the Muslim faith, former emir officials 1” and 
traders point to the uprising in Afghanistan as an example that every 
Muslim should follow "in the struggle to preserve his religion." This 
agitation, which at first existed only in Central Asia, has recently begun 
to be noted in other national-eastern regions. 


In the national areas of the CCM, the most active response to the Afghan 
events took place among the Muslim community. Prayer meetings in 
mosques were used by mullahs for anti-Soviet 
agitation. Representatives of the Muslim community regard the Afghan 
events as "the beginning of a holy war bringing the triumph of Islam." 


Speeches of the following kind are characteristic: “The war in 
Afghanistan ended with the victory of the supporters of England and 
Sharia. In spring, the victors, with the help of England, will wage war 
against Amanullah's ally, the USSR. The times of the holy war have 
come. The sheikhs' predictions have come true. " No less characteristic 
and significant are statements of the following order: "We must help 
him (insurgent Afghanistan), Georgia will support us." 


Similar references to the Afghan events took place on the part of the 
Muslim clergy in the Syr-Darya district of Kazakhstan in connection 
with the campaign to remove the burqa. In the Muslim regions of the 
Ural region. also recorded the speeches of kulak-anti-Soviet elements: 
"If England is taken properly, then not only Afghanistan will overthrow 
her, but the USSR will overthrow" (Kaksarlino village, Chelyabinsk 
district). 


In connection with the Afghan events, the revival of the Transcordon 
gangs on the borders of our Union with Afghanistan and raids on the 
territory of Turkmenistan and Tajikistan, accompanied by robbery of 
the population and theft of livestock, are still noted. At the beginning 
of March, Utan-Bek's Basmach gang seized one tractor in the Kurgan- 
Tyube region. 


Deputy Chairman of the OGPU 


Trilisser 
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Head of INFO OGPU 

Alekseev 

Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 
Kucherov 


Appendix [No. 1]. Eastern national republics and autonomous 
regions 


On the mass demonstration in the city of Beloretsk, Bashkiria on the 
basis of the closure of churches 


March 4 p. In the city of Beloretsk, after the decision adopted at the 
election meeting for the city council elections to close the church (out of 
10755 voters, 8693 people signed for the closure of the church), the 
religious part of the population in the amount of up to 150 people, 
agitated by the priest, demonstratively came to the city council, 
demanding the cancellation the decision to close the church. Threats 
were heard from the crowd against the chairman of the city council, 
who was subsequently beaten by an excited crowd. 


On March 20, the city council of Beloretsk, upon receiving the sanction 
of the Bashkir Central Executive Committee to close the church, 
allocated for this purpose a commission of representatives from the city 
council - 2 people, workers - 2 people, the church council - 2 people and 
the rector of the church. 


The workers of the Beloretsk Metallurgical Plant decided to take an 
active part in the closure of the church by arranging an organized 
demonstration, and on the initiative of the party collective, despite the 
disagreement of the cantkom bureau, they demanded a music 
orchestra, with which they arrived at the church. Simultaneously with 
the demonstration, a commission arrived at the church, after whose 
entrance into the church the gates of the fence were locked and the fence 
was cordoned off by the police.Soon thereafter, small groups of 
believers began to group around the workers, who entered into a 
squabble with the worker demonstrators. By the time the cross was 
removed from the bell tower, a huge crowd of several thousand people 
had gathered, which, rushing to the fence, beat communist 
demonstrators, Komsomol members and workers with sticks, pulled 
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the policemen off their horses, shouting: “We must shoot those who 
break the crosses”, “beat them " etc. As a result, a number of party 
members, Komsomol members and workers were beaten. The police, 
believing that the crowd of believers could not be convinced by 
persuasion, fired several volleys into the air. The retreating crowd soon 
again began to advance towards the fence of the church. Party members 
and workers asked the military commissar to present there to give them 
weapons. The latter agreed to this and armed 32 people with rifles 
equipped with blank cartridges, who cordoned off the fence. After that, 
only the crowd subsided and began to disperse. equipped with blank 
cartridges, 32 people who cordoned off the fence. After that, only the 
crowd subsided and began to disperse. 


By 5 pm, the cross and several bells were removed from the bell 
tower. By this time, the commission also completed its work. When the 
commission left the church, the priest was surrounded by believers, 
who, seeing him off, shouted: "We will not let Father be arrested.” After 
that, the crowd soon dispersed. 


In connection with the incident that took place on the same day, militia, 
Komsomol members and party members detained 14 people. The next 
morning the commission resumed its work and removed the second 
cross and bells from the church, around which a crowd of up to 600 
people gathered. However, there was no active speech from the 
audience. 


On the third day, when the last big bell was being removed, only a small 
group of believers gathered near the church, from whose side there 
were no speeches. After the closure of the church, the following 
conversations were noted among the workers: “We were forced to sign 


Le 


by means of intimidation and shame,” “we ourselves do not go to 


church, we don’t believe in God, but there was no need to close the 
church, there was no need to anger the population,” etc. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 


Kucherov 
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Table movement of strikes in enterprises of state industry of the 
USSR 1929 February-March, city of 


(Causes of strikes 


Metal kel, 


Textile 
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Note 





* In the document, the total is incorrect, it follows - 9721. 
Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 


Kucherov 


224 


Review of the political state of the USSR in April 1929 
Top secret 

May 22, 1929 

Ex. No. 109 


At the same time, an overview of the political state of the USSR for April 
1929 is being transmitted. The review was compiled on the basis of data 
from the Information Department and GUPO 171 of the OGPU. 


This survey, in view of its top-secret nature, should be kept on par with 
the code. Making copies and making extracts is not allowed in any case. 


PP OGPU and chiefs of the lips. and the OGPU scammers can give an 
overview for reading to the Secretaries of regional committees, 
provincial committees, regional committees and the Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the CPSU (b). 


When reviewing 4 applications and one table. 
Deputy Chairman of the OGPU 

Trilisser 

Head of the Information Department of the OGPU 
Alekseev 

Workers 

Food difficulties 


The transition to a rationed supply of bread to the population is over. In 
April, the last regions - Siberia and the Far Eastern Region (Chita, 
Irkutsk, Blagoveshchensk, Tulun, etc.) - switched to firm norms. 


The supply of bread to workers and other working urban population, 
thanks to the introduction of the rationing system 172, has improved 
somewhat. 


The queues for bread almost stopped, with the exception of certain 
districts (in Krasnodar up to 500 people, in Shakhty - 200-300 people, in 
Saratov from 300 to 500 people). 
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In April, there was a slight decrease in the norms for the supply of bread 
for certain groups of consumers in Tula, Nizhny Novgorod, Astrakhan, 
Kozlov. In Tula, the norm for employees has been reduced from 500 to 
400 g of bread per day. In Nizhny Novgorod for April, the norms were 
reduced from 12 kg to 9.8 kg of flour per month per worker. Since April 
10, Kozlov (TsCHO) has reduced the supply of white bread to 300 g per 
day per share book 173 regardless of how many members the family 
consists of. In Astrakhan, the norms have been reduced: for a worker 
from 800 to 600, for employees from 600 to 300 per day. 


In some cities and industrial districts, in April there was a shortage of 
sugar, meat, vegetable oil (Saratov, Khabarovsk, coal regions in the 
NCC, etc.). 


Prices for food products continue to rise in the private market. 


In Saratov, white bread costs from 30 to 50 kopecks. lb. In Khabarovsk, 
potatoes were sold at the market for 4 rubles. for a pood, potatoes are 
often not on sale in cooperatives. In Tula, rye flour mixed with oatmeal 
was sold for 7-8 rubles. per pood, millet increased in price from 8 to 9 
rubles, wheat flour from 16 rubles. up to 25-27 rubles. for a pood. In 
Ivanovo-Voznesensk, potatoes were sold for 2 rubles. 50 kopecks for 
the measure. 


On the basis of industrial difficulties, there were several conflicts in 
which the unworked population of cities took part. 


In Saratov, a fight broke out in the queue for bread under the shouts of 
"beat the Jews" (April 20), 16 people were injured. 


On April 8, in the city of Berdyansk, a group of women, at the initiative 
of the unemployed and the petty-bourgeois element, organized a march 
to the city council and the party committee demanding bread (the 
incident was caused by an order from grain supplying organizations to 
temporarily withdraw from supply, due to an acute shortage of bread, 
all except members of the metalworkers' trade unions, transport 
workers and vodnikov). The procession was attended by about 200 
people. The conflict was settled by reducing the rate for the members 
of the three unions, the entire working population is supplied with 
bread at a reduced rate. 
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In Stalingrad on April 1, a crowd of 250 people, mostly of an 
unworkable element, under the leadership of a former member of the 
All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks, a disabled Red Army, for 
two hours at a closed bakery demanded the distribution of bread. In the 
crowd, shouts were heard: "We need to beat the Jews." 


On April 30, in Taganrog, a line of 350 people, mostly women, gathered 
at one of the grain distributors. Dissatisfied with the slow release of 
bread, standing in line, under the influence of the agitation of anti- 
Soviet people, broke the windows in the shop windows. The arriving 
militia were met with extremely hostility. 


In the city of Novogeorgievsk, Kremenchug District, there is an acute 
shortage of bread.In private bakeries, bread is sold for 25-30 
kopecks. per pound. There are up to 1000-1500 people in the queue for 
bread, queues are set from 12 noon. nights. On April 14, 350 people 
standing in line for bread, under the influence of the agitation of local 
private bakers, went in a crowd to the RIK demanding to allow private 
owners to sell bread at an increased price. They shouted from the 
crowd: "Give the chairman here, we are hungry, let them allow the sale 
of bread at 13 kopecks." The crowd pounced on the fire chief who was 
present, but he managed to escape. 


In Anapa, on April 10, a crowd of 400 people removed from supplies 
gathered in the courtyard of the EPO board, demanding the supply of 
bread. There was no bread on sale that day at higher prices, and this 
was the reason for the performance. 


In April, due to food difficulties, there were also several conflicts among 
workers, leaving work and temporary suspension of work. With the 
approach of field work, some groups of workers associated with the 
village began to make clearly impossible demands (an increase in grain 
rations and a general increase in wages), otherwise threatening to quit 
their jobs. There were several cases of leaving work. This kind of 
phenomenon has become widespread among miners in the Luhansk 
district and at the Bobrikov coal mines (Tula province). 


Luhansk district. In the second half of April, the following were 
required: 120 miners of the Krasnopolye mine, Bryansk Ore 
Administration; 220 workers of mine No. 1 of the Khrustalsky mining 


227 


administration and 300 workers of the Maria mine of the Pervomaisky 
mining administration. There was an agitation among the workers for 
a strike. 


Tula lips. From the mine. Rykov, the semi-peasant workers 
leave. There is widespread talk among miners about the need to "flee 
from the mine to other work." 


In connection with food difficulties (insufficient norms, the sale of low- 
quality bread, interruptions in meat supply, etc.), there were also some 
insignificant ones in terms of the number of strikes and the duration of 
strikes, mainly among seasonal workers. 


Workers of mines No. 22 and 6 of the Pervomaiskiy mining 
administration (300 people) did not go to work on April 1 due to a lack 
of meat. 


All seasonal workers engaged in construction work at mine No. 100 of 
the Pervomaysky mining administration left the enterprise. The main 
workers - miners (residents of neighboring villages) went on strike, 8 of 
them took the calculation. Tatar workers also went on strike for lack of 
meat. 


On April 5, 30 Chinese workers went on strike at mine No. 4 of the 
Artyomovsky mine (Vladivostok district). The workers demanded that 
the norms for the distribution of grain be improved (they receive 800 g 
of bread a day). 


Workers of the Lyudinovskiye sawmills 110 people (Bryansk province) 
also went on strike on 19 April. The workers demanded an increase in 
the norms of grain supplies and higher wages. 


In the Maykop district, on April 7, lumberjack workers (60 people) went 
on strike, engaged in the logging of the 5th site of SKONS. The reason 
for the strike is non-receipt of bread. 


In the mountains. Makhachkala (Dagestan) went on strike on April 18 
for several hours 400 seasonal workers employed at the cannery. The 
termination of work was caused by the refusal to issue grain books 
of 174 part of the workers and the establishment of a norm in 400 
instead of the existing norm for workers in 800. 
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It is noteworthy that in the areas of the greatest difficulties, individual 
workers buy out ahead of schedule the bonds of the 2nd 
industrialization loan in order to sell them. There is also an increase in 
the withdrawal of deposits from savings banks (some factories in 
Ivanovo-Voznesensk, Moscow, Ryazan provinces). 


Strikes and conflicts at state-owned enterprises 


In the month of April, most of the strikes are related to wage issues 
(revision of rates and norms, reduction of ranks due to leveling, etc.). In 
total, there were 16 strikes with more than 900 participants. The strikes 
are insignificant and cover in the main industries groups of workers 
from 15 to 50 people (among metalworkers - 4 strikes and 81 
participants, textile workers - 3 strikes and 319 participants, miners - 3 
strikes and 170 participants). 


Reduction of workers in the textile industry 


In a number of factories in the textile industry, in connection with the 
directive on the implementation of the industrial financial plan and the 
reduction of the cost price, it is planned to reduce the 
workforce. According to the tentative data available so far, up to 19,000 
workers are planned to be cut (in Moscow and the province - up to 
10,000 workers, in Ivanovo-Voznesensk province - 6,500 people, in 
Leningrad - about 2,000 people). 


Along the Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya lips. more than 1,500 workers have 
already been laid off in 19 factories, most of which have been sent to the 
labor exchange, some have been transferred to other factories and social 
insurance (at the Bolshaya Dmitrovskaya mr, 409 out of the 426 laid off 
workers were transferred to other factories). 


At some factories in Leningrad, the task of reduction is simplified by 
the fact that even before the directive, groups of workers were reduced 
for various reasons and the places of those who left were not filled (589 
workers were dismissed at the Rabochy factory, up to 500 workers at 
the Anisimov factory, and etc.). 


The first to be cut are the anti-Soviet element, truants, former traders 
and workers with a strong agriculture. In most cases, the contraction is 
still painless. However, in some factories, workers’ discontent is 
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exacerbated due to the shortcomings and mistakes made by the 
administration and trade-union organizers during the layoffs (those 
who have no means of subsistence are included in the lists of those to 
be laid off). This is due to the fact that the particularly important 
question of the selection of the composition of those to be laid off at 
individual factories has not been sufficiently worked out. 


Such phenomena took place mainly in the Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya 
province. At Dolatovskaya factory (Ivtextil), a locksmith with a family 
of 5 people and only 2 tithes of land has been reduced, while three 
workers from the same Vinogradov family, who had 3 tithes of land, 
have been left in production, and one of the family receives a disability 
pension. When the workers announced this at the factory, demanding 
the layoff of the worker Vinogradova, they were told that 
“Vinogradova is an activist” (this worker protested against the closure 
of the church and is hostile to party members). 


The mechanic department mechanic named Ulanov (a member of the 
CPSU (b)), who has 6 acres of land and a strong farm (2 people work in 
the family), declared: "If they cut me down, I will give up my 
membership card." After this threat, he was not cut. 


The workers point out that a weaver, who has a full household, 3 
dessiatines of land and a 2-storey house, was not included in the 
abbreviated lists. 


In Leningrad, workers are dissatisfied with the payment of a two-week 
layoff allowance, while in fact, dismissal is due to rationalization 
(transfer to an increased number of machines and sides) and workers 
are entitled to a three-month allowance. On this basis, disagreements 
arose between the Union and Lentekstil and the issue was transferred 
to the resolution of regional organizations. 


Downsizing at the Sormovskiy plant 


At the Krasnoye Sormovo plant, in connection with an acute shortage 
of raw materials, it is planned to lay off 1,640 workers. First of all, the 
newly recruited 700 workers with a criminal record and associated with 
agriculture are being dismissed. 


230 


Clarification has not been carried out enough; this is used by anti-Soviet 
elements, who are rebuilding those who are being laid off against the 
Soviet power and administration. 


The workers - textile associated with the village due to the reduction 


Along the Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya lips. a number of facts were noted 
when workers associated with the countryside, in order to stay in 
production, liquidate their agriculture and transfer the land to 
collectives. 


The peasants of the village of Rodnikovskaya working at the 
Rodnikovskaya m. Skrylovo, Rodnikovsky District, compiled a list of 
"those wishing to break with the peasantry and transfer the land to the 
collective." In a statement filed in the factory, these workers asked to 
consider them proletarians who had severed ties with the land. 


At Teikovskaya factory, a group of workers of 7 people who have good 
agriculture in the village. Wrens surrendered their land to the 
community. 


An apprentice of this factory (a former merchant), who has a good 
house and outbuildings, declared at the factory that "he is liquidating 
the farm and asks to leave it at the factory." 


Land surrender by workers is beginning to take on significant 
proportions, especially in Teikovskaya parish. 


Facts were noted when workers resort to fictitious divorces and 
divisions (Teikovskaya factory - Ivanovo-Voznesensk, factory “Zarya 
Sotsializma” in Yaroslavl). 


The nervous mood of the workers associated with the countryside is 
also caused by a sample survey carried out by the All-Union Central 
Council of Trade Unions, the NKT and the Central Statistical Board at 
a number of enterprises in the Ivanovo-Voznesensk province. In the 
absence of clarification, the majority of the workers surveyed had the 
impression that the census was intended to reveal the capacity of their 
farms for dismissal from factories. As a result, groups of workers give 
inaccurate information about their farm, the size of the family, etc. (B. 
Dmitrovskaya factory, etc.). 
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It was noted that a group of workers of the "Krasny Profintern" 
company entered at night the premises of the club where the 
questionnaires were kept, broke into the closet and destroyed over 400 
completed questionnaires. 


The tactlessness of the registrars, the selection of which is 
unsatisfactory, has a negative effect on the mood of the workers. 


At B. Dmitrovskaya, a former member of the All-Union Communist 
Party (expelled from the party for stealing goods) involved in the 
census, when asked by the weaver about the purpose of the census, 
rudely replied: "Tomorrow you will find out, the management has 
already signed your dismissal." The weaver fainted, and a group of 
workers left the looms, demanding an explanation. The workers 
calmed down after a representative of the FZK said that "the registrar 
was joking." 


Speeches and agitation of anti-Soviet persons at textile factories 


In some factories (Ivanovo-Voznesensk Gubernia), anti-Soviet people 
are stirring up the discontent of the groups of workers to be laid off. 


Under the influence of their speeches, the conference of the 
Dreznenskaya mry (Moscow) was extremely stormy and 
disorganized. Part of the audience who spoke out against the layoffs 
(there were up to 1000 workers in total) greeted them with 
applause; Resolution 175 on the report on the work of the 8th Congress 
of Trade Unions (the report was the first in the order of the day) was 
voted twice, and the first time 50 people voted for the resolution, and 
the second - 150 people. The resolution on the reduction was put to the 
vote three times (the first time no one voted for it, the second - 150 
people, and the third - 400 people). 


In connection with the reduction, several cases of threats to the 
administration's address were registered. 


At the general factory conference of workers of the Krasnoye Znamya 
factory (April 7) on the re-election of the factory committee, two 
anonymous notes were submitted to the presidium: “We will kill 
Director Merkulov”. Talk of the director's assassination was noted in 
groups of workers. 
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At the factory "1st May" there were threats from anti-Soviet groups of 
workers at the address of the head. MAE; the group said they would 
"knock him down with casting." 


In the factories of Ivanovo-Voznesensk province. The agitation of anti- 
Soviet people (some of them are associated with strong agriculture) 
basically boiled down to an appeal "to organize so as not to be 
fragmented." Along the way, agitation was carried out for the need to 
oppose measures to compact the work and thereby prevent reductions. 


With few exceptions, anti-Soviet agitation did not meet with support 
among the workers. 


Re-election of FZK 


For a number of large industrial enterprises in Moscow Gubernia, 
Ukraine, DVK, Nizhny Novgorod and Smolensk Provinces, the 
attendance and activity of workers at re-election meetings are very 
often completely insufficient. 


Average attendance at re-election meetings of the FZK in Moscow 
province. and Ukraine does not exceed 45-58% of the total number of 
workers. At the workshops of the Kharkov steam locomotive plant, 
GET No. 1, and the Krasnaya Nit factory, the activity of non-party 
workers is very low. 4-10 people spoke at the meetings, mostly 
members of the CPSU (b). 


In some enterprises in Moscow and Ukraine, attendance at re-election 
meetings is extremely low. So, in a number of shops of the Glukhovsky 
factory named after Lenin (Moscow province, 14,000 workers) was in 
the thread department of 200 people - 50, in the automatic shop of 200 
- 15 people, in the machine shop of 300 - 40 people. 


Out of 1560 workers, only 163 out of 1560 workers attended the 
workshop meeting of GET No. 1 (Kharkov). 


Due to low attendance at meetings by workers, meetings were 
disrupted. 


In separate shops of the largest textile enterprises of the Moscow 
province. (Glukhovskaya, Yakhromskaya, Sobolevo-Shchelkovskaya 
factories, factory named after "Red Army and Fleet", factory named 
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after Nogin, "Krasnaya Zarya", etc.), electric and coal industry in 
Ukraine (GET, KhPZ, "Miner's Light") and the DCK (Suchansky mine, 
Artemshakhta No. 10) meetings were disrupted due to the absence of 
workers. 


In some cases (Moscow and Smolensk provinces), after the disruption 
of the first meetings, representatives of the FZK and the administration 
tried to act on the workers with coercive measures (closing gates, 
doors). 


In the overwhelming majority of cases, the work of the FZK was found 
to be satisfactory. Only in individual enterprises (at 6 meetings of the 
Moscow province, at one meeting in the Nizhny Novgorod province 
and one in the Smolensk province), the work of the FZK was recognized 
as unsatisfactory. 


The following shortcomings were noted in the work of the FZK of these 
enterprises: 


a) poor work to improve cultural and living conditions; 


b) weak work of commissions, especially commissions for labor 
protection; 


c) inaction of the FZK to raise wages for lagging groups of workers; 


d) lack of contact in the work of the FZK with the administration and 
ITS; 


e) insufficient fight against truancy, etc. 


In most cases, the FZK re-election takes place in a normal 
environment. Only on the part of certain anti-Soviet persons (including 
the Trotskyists) were attempts made to carry out their proposals. These 
individuals campaigned against workers’ attendance at re-election 
meetings, for trade unions without the "interference" of the 
communists, for the liquidation of trade unions as "servants of the 
administration", etc. 


However, in most cases, these performances did not have any 
success. Only at the meetings of the "Profintern" company (Kharkov), 
the plant. Dzerzhinsky (Odessa) and the Yugostal plant (Mariupol), 
some groups of workers supported these performances, and at the 
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factory "Red Banner", named. On May 1 and at the Savvinskaya and 
Yakhromskaya factories (Moscow province), the anti-Soviet element 
managed to disrupt the meetings. 


The early re-election meetings of the FZK in the carriage department 
and the steam locomotive workshop of the Krasnoye Sormovo plant 
(Nizhny Novgorod province) were held in a very unhealthy 
atmosphere. Early re-elections of the FZK were caused by the weak 
work of the factory committee, the separation from the masses, the 
disintegration of individual trade workers, etc. At the meetings of these 
workshops, the report of the factory committee was constantly 
interrupted by remarks: "The district committee chose you, not 
we." "Do not tell us about the performance of the factory committee, we 
know." The candidates recommended by the party collective were met 
negatively. The workers nominated candidates from among 
themselves. When the representatives of the cell began to object, they 
left the meeting. The meetings were disrupted several times in a 
row. As a result, candidates nominated by the workers passed to the 
FZK. 


The mood of the unemployed 


The mood of the unemployed, due to the continuing influx of new 
cadres of the unemployed to labor exchanges and the still relatively 
insignificant number of jobs (due to the incomplete development of 
seasonal and public works), is characterized by a certain aggravation, 
which is usual for this period. In a number of cases, dissatisfaction with 
the unemployed took the form of active manifestations. It should be 
noted that most of this was due to the tactless, rude and bureaucratic 
attitude towards unemployed workers of the labor exchange, as well as 
workers of trade unions and grain supply organizations. 


Dissatisfaction of the unemployed in connection with food 
difficulties 


Dissatisfaction of the unemployed on the basis of food difficulties 
(equated in grain supply with employees, unsettled order of 
distribution of grain products, etc.) took place in Grozny, in the cities of 
the Crimean ASSR, Kostroma and Semipalatinsk. In Grozny and the 
cities of Crimea, unemployed discontent took on sharp forms. The 
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unemployed filed collective applications to Soviet organizations 
demanding an increase in the food supply and protested against being 
equated in grain supply with employees (at meetings, the Crimean 
ASSR). There were isolated cases of calls for the organization of 
demonstrations (Grozny). 


In Grozny, due to the significant number of unemployed (8,500 people) 
registered at labor exchanges and the continuous influx of new 
unemployed (90-100 per day), the mood of the unemployed is tense. 


On April 11, at the building of the cooperative market, a representative 
of the Central Regional Committee took away from one unemployed 
person a bread collection book with the seal of the exchange, explaining 
that "the Central Commission did not give instructions to the exchange 
to stamp the collection books with its seal, and also promise the 
unemployed daily bread in the amount of 1% pounds.” This statement 
caused strong outrage among the unemployed. “What can I say, you 
still can't get the truth. Take a club and go beat all those who give such 
orders. It is necessary for all unemployed to act in an organized manner 
and to achieve an increase in the distribution of bread. " The next day, 
there was talk about the need to organize a demonstration under the 
"white flags”. 


The aggravation of the mood of the unemployed was also influenced 
by the following circumstance: the board of the bakery cooperative sent 
1,500 kg of black bread to one of the stalls. About 150 unemployed 
people, seeing that the bread was completely unusable, rushed to the 
cart and began to scatter the bread. The police failed to establish 
order. After that, the unemployed went to the building of the OGPU 
branch office, where an act was drawn up on the quality of bread and 
sent for urgent investigation to the prosecutor. 


On March 25, a group of unemployed came to the section of water 
workers of the Kerch Labor Exchange and protested against the 
established rate of bread distribution in 300. The unemployed, the son 
of the owner of a sailing ship, made a statement to the City Council 
demanding an increase in the grain rate, which was signed by 115 
people. 
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A statement demanding an increase in the grain rate was sent to the city 
council and from 215 unemployed food workers' sections 176. 


There have been separate attempts by anti-Soviet and hostile elements 
to use the food difficulties to conduct anti-Soviet and anti-Semitic 
agitation among the unemployed (Grozny, Kostroma, 
Evpatoria). Some groups of the unemployed explain food difficulties 
by exporting grain abroad. 


Calls and attempts to organize a demonstration 


At Omsk, Leningrad and a number of labor exchanges in Ukraine (Kiev, 
Dnepropetrovsk, Odessa, Zinovievsk, Poltava), there were calls and 
attempts to organize a demonstration of the unemployed demanding 
that they be sent to work and calls for the destruction of labor 
exchanges. 


Campaigning was carried out at the Moscow-Narva (Leningrad 
District) labor exchange, and preparations for organizing a 
demonstration of the unemployed during the May Day processions 
were carried out at the Omsk Labor Exchange, and anti-Soviet and 
criminal elements were the leaders and initiators of the preparation for 
the demonstration. 


At the Omsk Labor Exchange, individuals from among_ the 
unemployed were preparing to organize an independent column of the 
unemployed during the May Day processions under the slogan "Bread 
and Work". On the night of April 30, local bodies of the OGPU arrested 
some of the initiators. The next day, after the explanatory work of 
representatives of party and trade union organizations, the 
unemployed decided to participate in a demonstration in the trade 
unions. Among those arrested were: one Polish defector, one 
homeowner and two convictions for embezzlement. 


Discontent of the unemployed in connection with bureaucracy and 
protectionism of workers of labor exchanges and trade unions 


Protectionism, bureaucracy and rough treatment of unemployed 
employees and the protection of labor exchanges and individual trade 
union workers led to increased discontent among the unemployed 
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(Yaroslavl, Leninakan, Saratov, Dnepropetrovsk, Stalino, Nizhny 
Novgorod). 


Due to the rude and tactless treatment of the unemployed in Yaroslavl 
and Saratov by employees and labor exchange protection, and in 
Leninakan by trade workers, at labor exchanges, large excesses of the 
unemployed took place. 


On April 10, an unemployed man was arrested at the Yaroslavl Labor 
Exchange for a squabble with a policeman, who tried to go to the head 
of the labor exchange to report missing documents. While the 
unemployed was being escorted to the militia, a crowd of unemployed 
tried to free him. The policeman began to threaten the unemployed 
with weapons, which caused strong discontent. A police squad arrived 
to help the policeman. The unemployed man was accompanied to the 
militia by about 200 unemployed people, who were joined by traffickers 
and a criminal element. At the request of the unemployed, the police 
were forced to release the arrested unemployed. 


Demand for unemployed workers to be dismissed from enterprises 
related to agriculture 


As a result of the categorical demands of the unemployed of the 
Yaroslavl Labor Exchange, registered with the Zarya Socialism 
company, 190 workers associated with agriculture were dismissed from 
the factory in early April. In place of those dismissed, 70 unemployed 
were taken, among whom there were about 30 people convicted in 
criminal cases. Despite the dismissal, the unemployed are demanding 
additional reductions in workers associated with agriculture. 


Urban population 
Growth in urban activity 


In connection with the pressure on the private trader and the 
intensification of anti-religious agitation, there is an increase in the 
activity of anti-Soviet activities of the unearned urban population - 
merchants and ordinary people. Particularly sharp dissatisfaction and 
active resistance are aroused by the decisions of workers' meetings to 
close churches. There were several incidents on this basis. 
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In the mountains. Kuznetsk (Central Volga Region) On April 10, a 
crowd of believers gathered near the cathedral, outraged by the 
decision of the conference of school workers, employees of some Soviet 
institutions, military workers and others to close the local cathedral and 
transfer it to cultural needs. A signature sheet was issued in the crowd 
against the closure of the cathedral. On the eve of April 9, there was an 
illegal meeting of the initiators of the movement against the closure of 
the cathedral (local merchants, homeowners and other anti-Soviet 
elements). 


Public speeches in connection with the campaign to close the church 
(the latter) took place in Sochi, where four churches have already been 
closed, but for the cultural needs of the population they have not been 
used. 


In Roslavl (a district town of Smolensk province) on April 15, the day 
the church archives were removed from the cathedral, about 40 
inhabitants gathered around the cathedral. Those gathered demanded 
the removal of the commission on withdrawal from the cathedral. The 
anti-Soviet element was campaigning in the crowd: "We must all, as 
one, stand up for the Orthodox faith." “Representatives of the godless 
government have come and are taking away the cathedral from 
us. Jews are in power. " The crowd was dispersed by the police. 


Under the leadership of a group of churchmen, local merchants, former 
clergymen, and active Tikhonovites, on April 16, leaflets were 
distributed along the streets of Roslavl urging: "Resist the Jews, don't 
let God's temples be closed," "to exterminate all communists and 
Komsomol members, and especially the Jews." 


Second-grade schoolchildren with family ties to members of this group 
also distributed anti-Soviet and anti-Semitic leaflets calling for reprisals 
against Komsomol members and “Jews”. 


In Samara, under the influence of rumors that the voice of a crying man 
is heard in one of the churches on the bell tower at night, on April 16, a 
crowd of 5,000 people gathered in the market square. Individuals 
started agitation: "If this is a screaming owl, then it's not good, there 
will be war and famine." “This is the mother of God screaming and 
crying, crying for Jesus, who will soon be crucified, because the 
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communists are taking away churches. This is the voice of God crying 
for our sins. "The agitation had an exciting effect on the crowd. To 
disperse the crowd, the mounted police had to be called. 


The carnival procession, organized by the Komsomol members on the 
pre-Easter night, caused a sharp outrage among the inhabitants and 
open demonstrations against the demonstrators. 


In a number of districts of Kharkov, believers threw stones at the 
participants of the carnival from church fences and from windows of 
houses. There were attempts to beat up individual carnivals. Near one 
of the churches, believers attacked a truck with Komsomol members. It 
was possible to prevent the carnage only thanks to the intervention of 
the Red Army soldiers from near the quartered military unit. The 
crowd recaptured a citizen detained by the Red Army, who was 
conducting anti-Soviet agitation and calling to beat the Komsomol 
members. 


In Taganrog, a group of hooligans attacked the participants in the 
carnival; Hooligans threw stones, shouting: “How our damn parasites 
celebrate the holidays. It is a pity that we are few, otherwise we would 
have dispersed everyone. " 


A typical incident took place in Azov. The townsfolk took under their 
protection non-patent fish traders, who were detained by the financial 
inspector, who was trying to take the fish away from them. The 
policeman and the financial inspector were forced to leave the bazaar 
under the pressure of the crowd. A crowd of 300 people went to the 
building of the City Council and tried to enter the building. Shouts were 
heard in the crowd: “Beat them, the robbers. This is not the Soviet 
regime, but the world eaters; do not give a piece of bread to earn. " The 
initiators of the performance were the "disenfranchised" merchants and 
the declassified element. 


In the mountains. Krasnodar (Kuban) On April 18, when the financial 
inspectors identified non-patent traders at the bazaar, a bazaar crowd 
(up to 1000 people) performed. The crowd, gathered near the premises 
of the bazaar commandant's office, demanded the return of the 
products taken from the merchants. Some people called for the beating 
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of financial inspectors. Mounted police were called. Traders were the 
initiators of the performance. 


Food difficulties and, in particular, the removal of the unearned 
element from the supply, also cause an increase in the active anti-Soviet 
activity of these groups of the population. 


In a number of cities and towns of Ukraine, campaigning is being 
conducted in the following spirit: 


“The Soviet government wants to strangle the unearned element in 
every possible way, but cannot do it in any way, and so they decided to 
resort to starvation. 


Bread is not given to anyone, and there is nowhere to get it, so we are 
starving to death. What they say about the lack of bread in the country 
is nonsense. There is bread and it will only be given to the working 
people, for they hold power, but we, unnecessary people, have no bread 
"(merchant, Dnepropetrovsk district). 


“The Soviet power is pressing us, small traders, illegally. They want to 
strangle us. We cannot be silent. It is necessary to unite and act in an 
organized way and completely stop trade, then the Soviet government 
will ask for our help and will not strangle us like that” (group of 
merchants, Belaya Tserkov). 


“Such a policy of the Soviet regime will not lead to good. The only 
salvation can be if the government allows free trade and gives the 
opportunity to work for merchants, and the latter will get bread out of 
the ground and there will be no hitch” (handicraftsman, Belaya 
Tserkov). 


Similar sentiments are among single handicraftsmen who are denied 
the issuance of sampling books for bread. 


“Not a single imperialist state has such disorder as we see in our 
country. Nepmen 177 should not eat, craftsmen, not to swell, let eats %4 
of a pound of bread.What will we get to” (artisan - tailor, 
Dnepropetrovsk district)? 


“The Communist Party and the Soviet government have equated 
handicraftsmen with the NEPmen, which means they will suck out the 
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last juices, and they will not give bread until the poor handicraftsmen 
go to the executive committee and demand sampling books. We must 
go out with wives and children and demand bread. It is time to act and 
demand bread from the communists with the whole mass. They are 
afraid of this and will immediately give us bread. We must get the 
authorities so that they do not consider us, single handicraftsmen, 
Nepmen” (group of handicraftsmen, Kiev). 


The growth of anti-Soviet activity of the non-labor elements of the city 
is also manifested in a significant increase in the recent time in the 
number of anti-Soviet leaflets, proclamations, anonymous letters, etc. 
The main theme is: industrial difficulties, pressure on private traders 
and the closure of churches (see Appendix [No. 3]). 


Peasantry 
Grain procurement 


Despite the fact that the April grain procurement plan, compared to the 
March one, has been significantly reduced (606 thousand tons versus 
1,091 thousand tons (in March), its implementation is far behind the 
planned target. The grain procurement plan for the Union was fulfilled 
only in the amount of 55.2 The most lagging regions are SVO, Ural, 
Kazakhstan, which gave the lowest percentage of fulfillment of the 
grain procurement plan. Procurements were more successful in 
Ukraine, NVKrai and Siberia. The percentage of fulfillment of the grain 
procurement plan for individual regions is expressed in the following 
figures: 24% (the April grain procurement plan was reduced by 50%), 
in the Urals - 37.5%, NVKrai - 75.5%, Central Black Earth Region - 51%, 
SKK - 49.9%, in Siberia - 80.4% and in Ukraine - 118.3%. 


The weak rate of grain procurement is partly due to objective reasons - 
the spring thaw and the beginning of sowing in certain grain 
procurement regions (NVKray, Ukraine, SKK), and on the other hand, 
the increased tendencies of holding grain reserves not only on the part 
of the kulaks and the wealthy, but also on the part of the middle 
peasantry, leaving significant surpluses in case of the need to re-sowing 
winter crops (their condition has not been clarified everywhere) and 
crop failure (Ukraine, SVO, SKK). 
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The use of social and economic pressure (boycott, collection of debts for 
all kinds of payments, etc.) to the malicious non-donors of grain in a 
number of regions did not give a significant shift in grain procurement, 
since the campaign of public influence on the malicious non-donors of 
bread was not deployed widely enough, moreover, control over the 
actual implementation of the planned measures is clearly unsatisfactory 
almost everywhere. 


The organization of "red carts" in April also did not give more or less 
significant real results due to the fact that in some places (SVO, 
NVKray, SKK) the participants of the carts transported an insignificant 
amount of grain. 


In the Ukraine, the Urals and Siberia, grain procurements took place in 
an atmosphere of aggravated class struggle in the countryside. With the 
increased activity of the poor and low-power middle peasants, who 
approved the measures being taken to increase grain procurements and 
rendered every assistance in their implementation, the activity of the 
kulaks and the wealthy also increased significantly, aimed at disrupting 
the procurements. 


The kulaks and wealthy strata of the village, taking advantage of the 
food difficulties experienced in a number of areas by the poor (SKK, 
Ukraine), and excesses made by individual workers of the procurement 
and Soviet apparatus during the latest measures related to grain 
procurement (boycott, additionally 2 and 5 times self-taxation, etc.), 
significantly intensified their anti-Soviet activities and sought to 
exacerbate the discontent of the underpowered strata, provoking them 
to mass demonstrations (Siberia, the Urals). 


Activities of procurement and Soviet apparatuses 


The increasing difficulties in fulfilling grain procurement plans and 
directives on the need to increase the rate of procurement caused an 
increase in depressive and demobilization sentiments among a 
significant part of the workers in the grain procurement and Soviet 
apparatus (“What kind of procurements are now, all methods have 
already been tried - it’s time to stop procurement” SVO, SKK, Ukraine, 
Ural and Siberia). 
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In Siberia and Ukraine, there were cases of refusal of grain procurement 
workers (including individual party members) from work, indicating 
that “there is no bread in the countryside and the plans taught are 
impracticable”). 


Thus, the workers of the Dolgo-Mostovsky village council of the Kansk 
district (Siberia) defended two well-to-do people who were taxed 200- 
300 poods of grain for export, declaring that they had no bread 
either. Subsequently, at a general meeting, the poor and middle 
peasants who spoke out proved that these wealthy people had bread. 


The authorized representative of the Ibreysky RIK of the same district, 
a member of the All-Union Communist Party, without starting work on 
the procurement and without making any attempt to strengthen them, 
sent a letter to the village commission for procurement that he could 
not complete the task and, simultaneously sending his party card to the 
district committee, left the area. 


Along with this, in a number of grain-procurement regions (SKK, 
NVKray, SKK, the Urals and Siberia), quite a few cases of direct 
opposition to grain procurements of workers of the grassroots 
procurement and Soviet apparatus by agitation against the export of 
grain, connivance to the kulaks and the well-to-do in hiding grain 
surpluses, sabotage in boycotting malicious non-suppliers of bread, etc. 


The chairman and members of the Zabitsky village council of the 
Samara district (SVO) are agitating among the peasants: "We have no 
grain, the remaining grain should not be taken out, but must be held 
back until spring." 


In Balashovsky, Kamyshinsky and Pugachevsky districts (NVKrai), 
some workers of the village councils opposed the grain procurement 
and the use of measures to strengthen them: "We have no kulaks and 
there is no one to boycott." Very often, the boycott was thwarted by 
cooperative workers, who gave the boycotted all the goods they needed 
unhindered. 


In the villages of Malyshevka, Molke, Konovalovo and other Irkutsk 
Okrug (Siberia), the workers of the village council are very slow in 
taking measures to strengthen grain procurement (inventory of the 
property of the kulaks who refused to comply with the decisions of the 
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commission): “Anyway, no one will participate in the auction. There is 
no bread”, etc. 


In some districts of the Northern Military District, the Urals and, 
mainly, in Siberia, the grassroots Soviet apparatus and party 
organizations in a number of cases turned out to be insufficiently 
prepared to carry out measures to increase grain procurements, the 
complexity of which required a certain effort and a skillful approach to 
organizing the rural community, carrying out intensive work with the 
poor and the disposition of the middle peasantry to the measures taken 
to strengthen the procurement. 


In the Urals and Siberia, there were cases when workers of the 
procurement and Soviet apparatus used methods of administrative 
pressure, allowing significant excesses and distortions, which partially 
touched the middle peasant. 


In some regions of Siberia (Biysk, Barnaul, etc.), as a result of superficial 
work with the poor and agricultural assets, without sufficient 
participation of the middle peasants, in the presence of organized 
opposition from the kulaks, the population refused to accept grain 
procurement plans or to accept plans on a reduced scale. 


In the Korovinsky and Mokshansky districts of the Buguruslan district 
(SVO), individual grain procurement workers resorted to unacceptable 
measures when carrying out measures’ to _ strengthen 
procurement. Holders of grain surpluses, including some middle 
peasants, were summoned to the village council, where they were 
subjected to various bullying (smeared with soot on their faces, driven 
from one region to another, etc.). Resolutions were adopted to expel the 
kulaks and the well-to-do, malicious non-donors of grain outside the 
district, the children of the boycotted were expelled from schools, etc. 


In the Ukraine (Dnepropetrovsk district) and the Urals (Troitsky, 
Chelyabinsk and other districts), boycotted peasants were not allowed 
to take water from wells, feed and water cattle, heat stoves, etc. 


In Siberia (Minusinsky, Omsk, Kansky and other districts), in some 
cases, administrative pressure, excesses and distortions of the class line 
were allowed in the implementation of village grain procurement 
plans. 
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So, for example: in the village. Shelabolino of the Minusinsky Okrug, 
authorized by the OIK, when distributing grain on farms, completely 
disregarding the class belonging of the taxed, imposed a number of 
poor and middle peasants with 100-150 and more poods of grain. The 
low-power middle peasants, who had previously surrendered their 
bread, are taxed in the amount of 150 to 300 poods. The commissioner, 
under the threat of selling property, forced the middle peasants to take 
out the immediately imposed amount of grain. 


The grain procurement officer of the Odessa region of the Omsk district 
imposed 50 poods on all the poor. bread, not excluding even those who 
are completely exempt from tax, offering to withdraw bread even to 
those poor people whose surplus was determined by accountability at 
two pounds. 


The same was done by another representative, a member of the CPSU 
(b), in the village. Westerovka. 


Authorized N. Ingashenskiy RIK Kansk district, holding a general 
meeting of peasants in the mountains. Tokino, did not explain to the 
meeting and the commission the principle of the layout, as a result, the 
commission laid out the village grain procurement plan in a circle of 20 
poods. on the farm. Among the taxed were also the poor who buy bread 
for food. 


Clogged grain harvesting machine 


Abnormalities in the work of the procurement apparatus are largely 
due to its contamination with alien elements. The activities of the 
village commissions, which are currently one of the most serious 
conductors of measures to increase the rate of grain procurement, due 
to their (commissions) contamination, inept approach and the lack of 
acceptable methods of work (ineffectual walking around peasant yards 
and begging for bread) do not give serious results in strengthening the 
rate of procurement, and in a number of cases these commissions by 
their actions (distortion of the class line) revived the peasantry against 
the ongoing measures for grain procurement (NVK, SKK, Siberia). 


In the Gutovsky District of the Novosibirsk District (Siberia), kulaks 
and the well-to-do were included in the commission to identify surplus 
grain. When determining the yield in well-to-do farms, the commission 
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deliberately lowered the yield, thus discovering only 470 poods of 
surplus on 17 well-to-do farms, while at the same time exaggerating the 
yield of the poor and middle farms. So, for example, for a poor man 
with 0.9 tithes of sowing, the commission determined the yield at 70 
poods, in fact, the poor man has only 20 poods. surplus. 


In the village. B. Aytash, Murtinsky District, Krasnoyarsk District, the 
commission for identifying grain surpluses in the layout of the grain 
procurement plan imposed all the farms equally, not observing the 
class approach. The fists, having 12-19 dessiatines of crops, were laid 
on 40-50 poods. This distribution caused strong indignation among the 
thin layers. After the well-to-do was removed from the commission and 
the poor were elected instead, the grain procurement plan was correctly 
decomposed. 


In the village. Lyapino, Kemerovo District, Kuznetsk District, the 
village commission is headed by a well-to-do man who, after a meeting 
of the commission, gathered all the kulaks, re-taxed by the commission, 
and urged them: “You don’t give bread, unite as one and don’t give 
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bread. The commission will summon you and then leave you. ' 
Kulak opposition to grain procurements 


The measures taken to strengthen grain procurements caused a 
widespread increase in anti-Soviet activity of the kulaks and the 
wealthy. 


In the North Military District, NVKrai, Central Black Earth District, in 
the Ukraine, the SKK, in the Urals and especially in Siberia, the kulaks, 
in response to pressure on the malicious non-donors of grain, called on 
the peasants to organized opposition to grain procurements: “If we 
keep quiet, the communists will strangle us completely - we need to act 
in an organized way, so that our voice can be felt not only here, but also 
in the center” (Irbitsky Okrug, Ural). "We need to unite and not give a 
pound of bread - war, so war" (Barabinsk district, Siberia). In with. Ust- 
Kurdyum (Saratov District, NVKrai), the kulaks called on the peasants 
to "demand the abolition of grain procurements in an organized 


manner," etc. 


In the Northern Military District, in the Ukraine and Siberia, the kulaks 
in every possible way tried to win over the underpowered strata of the 
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peasantry to their side, letting them borrow grain and, threatening 
them if they came out against the kulaks, “starve them to death” (“we 
won't give you bread; we won't plow you” etc. - SVO, Siberia). “You, 
the poor, should be starved to death, so that next time you do not shout 
at meetings for grain procurements” (Siberia). 


Making extensive use of the food difficulties experienced by the poor 
(Ukraine, CCM) and the excesses in procurement, the kulaks are trying 
to restore the underpowered strata of the peasantry against the ongoing 
measures to strengthen procurement, telling them that the measures 
being taken are illegal and "prohibited by the central authorities", 
spread rumors about universal selection of grain, etc., inciting and 
provoking the poor to "demand bread" from the authorities, etc. 


“Soviet workers rob the peasants, forcing them to export seed 
grain. The Soviet government wants to starve us and undermine 
agriculture” (Kansk district, Siberia). 


In with. Lugovsky, Minusinsky Okrug (Siberia), the "deprived" kulak 
provokes the poor to unauthorized seizure of harvested grain: “You are 
sitting without bread while you have every right to demand from the 
village council to supply you with bread. If the village council refuses, 
then you yourself must take the bread that is prepared in the consumer 
society. " 


In the Barnaul and Kamensk districts (Siberia), as well as in some places 
in Ukraine and in the SKK, there have been cases when the poor 
obstructed the export of prepared grain. Frightened by the agitation of 
the kulaks by the prospect of famine in the spring, the poor in some 
places quite sharply protested against the export of harvested grain, 
demanding a preliminary provision of the necessary amount of grain 
to all the local poor. 


In the villages of Vypolzovo, Novo-Perunovo, Kurochkino and other 
Talmensky regions (Barnaul district, Siberia), the poor and migrant 
laborers, drunk with kulaks, together with the wives of the wealthy, 
obstructed the shipment of harvested grain, demanding the abolition of 
grain procurements. 
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In the Achinsk district, the poor refused to take bread from the 
checkpoint, saying: "Until you provide us with bread, we will not give 
bread, you will take it out when you kill us on it." 


In the Kamensk district, there were two cases when the poor pulled off 
the scales of the reception center, took part of the bread and distributed 
it among themselves. 


April 25 in the village. Khukhrya (Akhtyrsky district of Kharkiv 
district, Ukraine) Khukhryansk agricultural credit partnership 
alongside with Akhtyrsky RIK shipped the harvested grain bread for 
the Akhtyrsky collection point. The gathered crowd of women, who 
came to receive the ground screenings obtained during the cleaning of 
seeds on the trier, which consisted of most of the poor widows, 
prevented the export, closed the gates and categorically demanded not 
to take out the bread from the village, saying: “You give us waste from 
under the trier but you want to take out clean bread, we will not allow 
that. "Shouts were heard from the crowd: “Let's sort out the bread, 
otherwise they will take it out at night anyway. We will not allow grain 
to be taken out, for we ourselves are starving,” etc. The crowd did not 
disperse until the grain was shipped back to the warehouse of the 
agricultural partners. 


Anti-Soviet activities of the kulaks 


To increase the rate of grain procurement, local party and Soviet 
organizations had to take decisive repressive measures against the 
kulaks, who maliciously did not surrender grain. In a number of 
districts of the NVKrai, SKK and, mainly, in Siberia, taxation was 
carried out (in two, three and five times the amount) of kulak farms that 
refused to fulfill the tasks of the commissions for the delivery of grain 
surpluses. In total, 4599 farms (mostly kulak and wealthy) have been 
taxed in 14 Siberian districts (as of April 20). Of these, 2,000, mainly 
kulak farms, were sold by auction. 


The use of these measures against the malicious non-donors of grain 
caused by the latter decisive opposition in the form of terror directed 
against grain procurement workers and the poor, actively participating 
in putting pressure on the kulak elite of the village, in the dissemination 
of anonymous letters containing calls to obstruct grain procurement, 
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and in attempts (partially successful) to organize mass protests against 
these events (Siberia). 


In a number of Siberian districts (Kamensk, Kuznetsk, Novosibirsk, 
etc.), numerous cases of kulaks leaving the village with all their 
property or the sale of this property in order to avoid the application of 
repressive measures have been recorded. 


Mass demonstrations on the basis of grain procurements 


In total, 60 mass demonstrations were registered in the Siberian 
Territory in April, mainly in the form of an obstacle to the sale of kulak 
property. The largest number of mass performances was registered in 
Achinsk (13 performances), Barnaul (8 performances) and Biysk (16 
performances) districts. Recently, bagpipes on the basis of grain 
procurements have also spread to the districts, the earlier calm ones - 
Kamensky, Rubtsovsky, Barabinsky, Minusinsky and Slavgorodsky. 


In some of these cases, the kulaks succeeded in leading a certain part of 
the village population and organizing the defense of the kulak farms 
from sale. These speeches mostly took the character of a protest against 
the actions of local authorities and resistance to them (refusal to allow 
rural executors and police officers to list and sell property). All these 
actions arose almost spontaneously, as a result of the weak work of 
local party and Soviet organizations with the poor, as well as the 
insufficient organization of the public around the ongoing grain 
procurement measures. 


Only in isolated cases (the village of Khabazino, Barnaul District) did 
the kulaks try to contact the population of the surrounding villages 
(Krasnoyarsk, Pokrovka and Volodarka), calling on them for help and 
unification. In other cases, the mass demonstrations were local and did 
not spread beyond the boundaries of one or another village. 


In with. Novo-Taraba in [erkhne] -Chumyshsky district of the Barnaul 
district, on March 29, members of the village council came to the kulak 
Myachin to draw up an inventory of property as taxed fivefold for 
refusing to hand over grain surpluses. Kulak Myachin, armed with axes 
with his family, said: "Shoot, but I will not allow the property to be 
alienated.” At this time, a crowd of peasants quickly began to gather at 
the house of Myachin's kulak, to whom Myachin shouted: "Save me, 
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citizens, they are robbing me." The entire crowd of 200 people, at the 
call of Myachin, rushed into the yard and dispersed all the members of 
the Council and the performers. The policeman who appeared at the 
scene made an attempt to establish order and ensure that an inventory 
of the property was carried out. However, the crowd, led by 
Semyonov's kulak, also resisted the policeman, threatening him with 
beating. The policeman fired two shots upward, the crowd rushed to 
beat him, but the policeman managed to escape. While the crowd 
rushed at the policeman, Semyonov's fist sent two boys to the bell tower 
of the church to sound the alarm. The Nabat gathered the whole village, 
and the kulaks set up protection for the property of Myachin's kulak. To 
eliminate the bagpipes in Novo-Taraba, the district committee sent a 
working brigade under the leadership of experienced comrades, which 
launched a broad political campaign around the events and work 
among the poor. As a result of the measures taken, two days later, a 
turning point was reached in the mood of the peasantry. The middle 
part of the village, dragged into the bagpipes by their fists, admitted 
their mistake and condemned the actions of the kulaks, demanding that 
they be harshly punished by way of court proceedings on the spot in 
the village. Novo-Taraba. One of the main reasons that led to the 
outbreak of mass disorder, 


In with. On March 31, in Sungai of the same district and okrug, an 
auction was appointed for the property of the kulak Korolkov, as five 
times assessed for failure to deliver bread and did not pay the due 
amount on time. By the time of the auction, the fist Korolkov gathered 
40 women to his house, who resisted the production of the sale. At the 
same time in the village. Sungai community 
representatives Zuboskalsky received seed grain from a public barn. A 
crowd of women and men, which reached 150 people, incited by the 
middle peasant, the podkulachin Yanzin, forced the Communards to 
pour the grain back. Immediately, the crowd hung up the lock on the 
procurement station of the cooperative and set up guards from poor 
women to the barns. On April 1, the district party committee in Sungai 
sent a working brigade under the leadership of experienced 
comrades, which launched broad social and political work among the 
poor and achieved a turning point in the mood of the main poor and 
middle peasants of the village. After the meeting held on April 2, the 
poor and middle peasants sharply condemned the actions [of the 
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crowd] and put forward demands for harsh reprisals against the 
kulaks, which had drawn them into an adventure. The meeting 
adopted the following resolution: “1) We are to blame, we ask 
forgiveness from the Soviet regime; 2) since the kulaks provoked 
irresponsible peasants, they must pay dearly for this; 3) immediately 
demand the fulfillment of the task of procurement from the kulaks and 
the wealthy; 4) to identify the kulaks and file a petition to deprive them 
of their electoral rights; 5) call the middle peasants and agree on who 
should sell how much grain to the state; 6) create, in addition to the 
adopted plan, a fund to provide for the needy poor. 


One of the main reasons that led to the occurrence of bagpipes is the 
absence in the village. Party cell sungai and poor work with the 
poor. On the other hand, the kulaks of this village enjoy significant 
influence over some groups of the poor and middle peasants. Some 
kulaks eluded individual taxation and were not deprived of voting 
rights. Suffice it to point out that until the very last moment a kulak was 
the chairman of the local cooperative. In addition to all this, the 
authorized district committee, who carried out the last measures, made 
mistakes, consisting in carrying out an "equalizing" allocation of tasks 
for the kulaks and middle peasants. 


In with. Khabazino, Chistyunsky district, on March 31, an inventory of 
property and auction of Ivannikov's kulak, re-taxed for failure to fulfill 
tasks for procurement in a fivefold amount, was appointed. Kulak 
Ivannikov organized a group of women of 20 people, consisting mainly 
of the wives of the kulaks, and did not allow agricultural executors to 
the inventory of property. The crowd, armed with clubs, dispersed the 
agricultural executors. On the same day in the village. Khabazino was 
assigned to the sale of the property of the kulak Strekalov. Strekalov 
locked the barns and a crowd of women, armed with pitchforks, called 
to his aid, did not allow the sale of property. The village council called 
the police from the district village, which by 6 o'clock. arrived. By the 
time of the arrival of the police detachment, a crowd of 500 people had 
gathered at the courtyards of the kulaks of Ivannikov and 
Strekalov. The head of RAO sent again three executors to sell the 
property. The crowd, led by kulaks, attacked the village executives and 
beat them, after which four policemen, two communists and a 
representative of the district committee rushed to the place of the 
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fight. A crowd armed with axes and pitchforks attacked the policemen 
and wounded one policeman. Defending themselves from the angry 
crowd, the police fired several shots, one of which wounded a 
woman. With difficulty breaking free from the crowd, the police fled 
from the village. After the meeting, the kulaks sent their own people to 
the neighboring villages with a notification of what had 
happened. Three kulaks came to the district village of Chistyunku for 
conspiracy with local kulaks and for intelligence on measures taken by 
the district authorities. Upon receipt of information about the Khabazin 
events, by order of the district committee, a brigade of district workers 
was thrown into place under the leadership of the authorized OK VKP 
(b). The brigade launched a great political work,178, as well as to 
condemn the _ insufficiently tactful behavior of agricultural 
executors. Ask for the immediate prosecution of the organizers of the 
booze. We undertake to fulfill the plan 100% within five days. " 


Biysk district. In with. In the Mikhailovo district of the Mikhailovsky 
district, a crowd (about 500 people) came to the village council 
demanding the abolition of grain procurements, the return of the sold 
property from the kulaks. Shouts of "Down with the violence" were 
heard from the crowd. By the evening of the same day, the crowd 
gathered for the second time (about 600 people) organized a rally, at 
which it put forward demands: 1) an immediate and complete cessation 
of grain procurements; 2) the immediate return of the confiscated bread 
and sold property belonging to it; 3) restoration of all "disenfranchised" 
in the elections; 4) the immediate return of all previously confiscated 
flour mills from the kulaks; 5) election of a delegation to be sent to the 
district; 6) an urgent supply of food and bread to the needy population. 


The crowd, meeting on the street a communard who had bought a 
stallion for the commune when selling kulak property, took the stallion 
from him and returned it to its owner. The crowd dispersed the plenum 
of the village council and released 6 kulaks arrested during the day. The 
meetings of the activists and the poor have achieved a complete 
improvement in the mood and adopted resolutions of 100% fulfillment 
of grain procurement plans. 


Barnaul district. April 10 in the village. Syromyatskiy, Mamontovskiy 
district, there was a sale of the property of the additional taxed kulak. A 
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crowd of 100 people gathered at the point of sale. Encouraged by a local 
Komsomol member to take away the sold property and return it to the 
kulak, the crowd took away the cattle and the chaise and returned the 
kulak to the courtyard. In the same courtyard, a meeting was held at 
which a former Red Army soldier spoke and told the representative of 
the district committee: "You are ruining and robbing us, we demand 
that you immediately leave our village, otherwise we will deal with 
you." The crowd resisted the police, who were trying to take away the 
sold property, and the property remained with the kulak. Then several 
people authorized by the crowd came to the village council, who said: 
"If you try to sell any farm again, we warn you that none of you will 
leave the village alive." 


By the end of April, the number of mass demonstrations in Siberia had 
dropped sharply. 


Activity of the poor and middle peasants 


The tough measures taken to strengthen grain procurements are 
supported everywhere by the poor and the low-powered middle 
peasants. 


In the SVO, NVKrai, SKK, Ukraine, in the Urals and in Siberia, the poor 
at meetings demanded the use of strict measures of pressure against 
malicious bread-holders-kulaks - depriving them of their land plots and 
eviction from the Union ("let them go to America"), etc.. (Ulyanovsk, 
Orenburg district, SVO). Measures for grain procurement in Siberia 
were carried out with the direct and active participation of the poor and 
low-power middle peasants. Providing assistance to the Soviet 
apparatus and party organizations, the poor at general meetings made 
proposals to accept the taught plans for grain procurement, persistently 
seeking their approval and providing an organized rebuff to the kulaks 
who tried to resist the adoption of plans. 


So, in the village. Novo-Kostmanovo (Barnaul District), during the sale 
of the property of the kulak, stubbornly sabotaging grain procurements 
and refusing to pay the additional tax, the poor with red flags exported 
from the kulak’'s yard to the cooperative the alienated grain in the 
amount of 500 poods. 
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In the same district in the village. Karkavino of the Kosikhinsky district, 
the poor, speaking at a general meeting against the kulaks who hold 
back the bread, said: "Enough for you, bastards, to scoff at us." 


However, in areas of food difficulties, where the supply of grain to the 
poor was poorly established and in some cases, where the 
organizational coverage of the poor and middle peasants was clearly 
insufficient (Ukraine, the Northern Military District, the Urals and 
Siberia), under the influence of kulak agitation and threats, certain 
groups of the poor opposed measures to grain procurements. In Kansk, 
Slavgorod, Kuznetsk and other districts of Siberia, there were isolated 
cases of refusals to accept plans for grain procurement. Such cases were 
registered in the Slavgorod District (according to incomplete data) 48, 
in Irkutsk - 7, Rubtsovsky - 3, Kamensk - 2, Krasnoyarsk - 2, Minusinsk 
- 2, Kansk - 15, etc. areas of mass bagpipes of measures, the poor and 
middle peasants passed resolutions on severe punishment of the 
initiators of the bagpipes - the kulaks, 


Food difficulties in the village 
CENTRAL PROVINCES 


In April, the food situation in a number of provinces of the Center 
(Kaluga, Yaroslavl, Tula, Ryazan, Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya, Tverskaya, 
Kostroma) continues to remain tense. 


The percentage of the population eating bread surrogates has increased. 


Flour prices have been steadily increasing. In the Tver province. the 
price of bread ranges from 7-11 rubles, and in Kaluga province. the 
price of rye flour reaches 12 rubles. per pood, and for wheat - up to 28- 
30 rubles. 


Due to the lack of bread in certain areas of Ivanovo-Voznesensk 
province. the sale of their property by the poor and the departure to 
Siberia increased. 


In Nizhny Novgorod, Kaluga and other provinces in a number of 
villages, the poor used up their grain reserves and part of the 
semomaterial (up to 40-50% in individual farms) and began to sell the 
last livestock for bread. 
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In the Kaluga province. there are fears that for part of the poor, the 
fields will remain unseeded, since some of the crops have already been 
eaten. 


The shortcomings noted in the March survey in the organization of the 
supply of the needy and the distribution of food between them took 
place in the reporting month. A sharp struggle is taking place around 
the question of the distribution of grain. 


In the Kaluga province. at a meeting of the village council, when 
drawing up lists for receiving bread, in a number of cases all the 
peasants appeared and often such meetings with a very tense 
atmosphere lasted up to 13:00. continuously (Malo-Yaroslavetsky 
district). 


Cases were recorded when the poor made a round of the barns of all 
those who submitted applications for the issuance of bread in order to 
check the availability of bread (the village of Uteshevo, Kaluga district 
and the province). 


The question of bread is invariably raised by the poor at almost all 
peasant meetings. 


Visits to village councils and VICs by groups of peasants in need have 
become more frequent, demanding the distribution of bread. There has 
been a marked increase in the movement to send walkers with similar 
demands to higher government institutions. Sometimes the initiative to 
send such delegations came from kulaks, clergy and anti-Soviet 
elements. 


In the village. Zhdamirovo, Kaluga province. at a meeting of the village 
council with the participation of the poor and representatives from 
various organizations, the well-to-do and middle peasants came under 
the leadership of the church head and demanded that they be included 
in the list for receiving bread. The leader of this group, the church elder, 
went to the VIC and PEC with the list, demanding its approval. 


In the village. Kolosovo Sukhinichsky u. the son of the "dispossessed", 
collected 25 kopecks. to send a walker to the center with a demand for 
bread. It should be noted that the walkers managed to obtain bread 
(Kaluga province). 


256 


Kulaks and well-to-do peasants, who do not feel the need for bread, 
also seek to get on the lists for receiving bread, making them silent 
about their grain reserves by threats. 


In the Ivanovo-Voznesensk province. in a number of cases, the poor, 
frightened by the well-to-do and middle peasants, dissatisfied with the 
distribution of bread on the principle of need, categorically refuse to 
participate in the commissions, declaring: "We will be killed for this, we 
are threatened." 


Among the middle peasants, in connection with the predominant 
supply of the poor through cooperation, there are facts of jealousy of 
the poor: "The Soviet government always cares only about the poor, and 
this poor is mold for the middle peasant" (Yaroslavl province). "There 
are no poor, there are poor"; "You can't go far with the poor"; “The poor 
are idlers, the Soviet government spoiled them with privileges” (Kaluga 
and other provinces). 


LVO 


Food situation in rural areas in a number of districts of the Leningrad 
region. heavy. The number of people in need of bread is constantly 
increasing. In the most difficult situation are still: Pskov, Luga 
districts. In the Pskov Okrug, the severity of industrial difficulties is felt 
in almost all regions. In the Luga Okrug, the hungry monthly rations 
given out to poor and middle peasants are eaten within 6-7 days. The 
rest of the time the needy eat all kinds of bread substitutes. 


As a result of the ever-increasing severity of the food situation in the 
Velikolutsk district, begging is growing among the poor and low- 
income middle peasants. Many of them leave for begging in Leningrad 
and other cities. 


Cases have been recorded when children of poor people left schools 
and went to beggar for lack of bread. 


In Loknyansky district, 107 students dropped out of schools, mainly 
children of the poor. 


The situation with the supply of the border areas of the Pskov and Luga 
districts continues to remain unsatisfactory. 
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In the hotel villages in almost all the districts of the Leningrad Region, 
the poor and the underpowered middle peasantry, having absolutely 
no bread of their own, starve, eating exclusively bread substitutes. On 
the basis of systematic malnutrition, cases of illness and death have 
increased. 


Poor people, having no reserve stocks of spring grain crops, eat up 
crops in places (Leningrad and Borovichi districts). 


Sale, slaughter and death of livestock due to lack of fodder takes place 
on a massive scale (Leningrad, Pskov and Luga districts). In some cases, 
the poor and middle peasants sell out draft animals. In the Luga 
District, there have been registered cases of sale of individual peasant 
buildings for bread by the poor and middle peasants, and the 
liquidation of completely peasant households. 


In connection with the aggravation of food difficulties, the desire to 
relocate to grain-growing regions noticeably increased. In the Pskov 
and Velikolutsk districts, a significant number of immigrants left the 
districts without permission. When leaving the district, unauthorized 
migrants completely liquidate their farms. There are cases when 
immigrants, not settling in new places, return back as beggars, having 
spent all available funds on the road (Pskov district). 


Deficiencies in accounting for those in need and in the distribution of 
bread have not been eliminated to this day. 


The mood of the poor and the underpowered peasantry is tense. In the 
Pskov Okrug, in some cases, among the poor, there have been talks 
about the intention to crush village councils, RIKs and cooperatives if 
the latter does not increase the distribution of bread. 


In the suburbs of the Red Poor, crowds come to the representatives of 
the RIK and the cooperatives, demanding in a categorical form for the 
distribution of bread, otherwise threatening to disperse all employees, 
open shops and disassemble the poured bread. 


The kulaks and the anti-Soviet part of the well-to-do peasantry, using 
the lack of proper grain supply to the population, are spreading all sorts 
of provocative rumors about the export of grain abroad, the 
inevitability of an even greater aggravation of the food crisis, etc., it's 
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time to get up, take cudgels and drive away the Soviet power” 
(Novgorod District). 


Using the population's dissatisfaction with the lack of grain in the 
cooperatives, the well-to-do and kulaks are campaigning for a 
withdrawal from the cooperative and for the expansion of free trade. “It 
is necessary for all shareholders in the Sebezh cooperative to take back 
their share and create their own village cooperative” (Dvorishche 
village of Velikolutsk district). “To hell with everyone, if they don’t give 
flour, then let’s get out of the cooperatives” (Bolshoye Opochivalo, 
Novgorod District). “We will have bread when there is free trade” 
(Velikolutsk district). 


In April, several cases of bagpipes (group demonstrations) were again 
registered on the basis of dissatisfaction with the order of distribution 
of bread. 


In the village. Sosnitsy of the Polishchensky village council of the Malo- 
Vishersky district in April, when distributing bread to the needy, 
peasants suggested that the commission distribute it equally to 
everyone. Having received a refusal, several people, jumping on the 
scales intended for hanging bread, said: "Let's distribute bread equally 
to everyone, otherwise we will take it ourselves and distribute it and 
we will not give your poor life." As a result, the bread was distributed 
among everyone. 


Over the past month, 7 cases of similar bagpipes were noted. 
WEST 


Smolensk lips. The food situation of the underpowered peasants 
worsened. The delivery of bread does not correspond at all to the ever- 
increasing demand for it. The poor receive a starvation ration of 2 kg 
per eater, while only 15% of the population is supplied even at these 
rates, while those in dire need of bread account for up to 35% of the 
total population. 


In some villages of the Vyazemsky and Yartsevsky districts, the poor 
are begging. 
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Cases of poor people who are selling out all their property on the spot 
to grain-growing regions (Siberia, Kuznetsk district, the Caucasus, 
Tiflis region) have become more frequent. 


Most of the peasants move on their own. Among the migrants, there 
was talk that “there is no possibility to continue to exist in our area; if 
we do not go somewhere, then we will have to starve to death. " 


The tense situation on the grain market is aggravated by the influx of 
Moscow and Leningrad bagmen, who export from 50 to 100 poods 
daily. flour (Sychevsky u.). 


Bryansk lips. A significant part of the peasantry (poor and middle 
peasants) in some counties do not have any grain reserves. Low-power 
farms live off the sale of property (Sevskiy u.). In some village councils, 
the poor are begging. 


In the Voylovsky village council of Zhizdrinsky district. 85 poor 
families are begging. 


The poor, having used up their insignificant reserves of bread, begins 
to eat up the sowing material (the village of Apazh - 95 poor households 
used up seeds for food). 


There is a tendency towards resettlement among the peasantries. 
UKRAINE 


The food situation in non-productive districts and districts has 
deteriorated significantly. In April, cases of swelling and death due to 
hunger were recorded. 


AMSSR. In with. Moshnyagi, Balta region, a poor man and a 2-year- 
old child died of starvation. In the same village, several cases of 
swelling from hunger were recorded. 


In with. Berezovka, two poor people died of hunger. 


Deaths due to hunger were also registered in the villages of Kazatskoye 
and Lunga. 


Dnepropetrovsk district. In with. Dark Ternovsky district had several 
cases of illness and death from hunger. 
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A similar thing took place in some villages of Umansky, Pervomaisky, 
Odessa districts. 


The sale of livestock is becoming widespread. The consumption of 
forage, in turn, causes a massive loss of livestock (AMSSR, Zinovievsky, 
Krivoy Rog, Nikolaevsky districts). 


In providing assistance to the starving, there have been numerous cases 
of distortion of the class line by workers of organizations in charge of 
supplying the needy. 


The mood of the poor is depressed.In some villages, persistent 
conversations have been recorded among the poor about the need for 
unauthorized withdrawal of grain from state farms and cooperatives 
(Kremenchug, Zinovievsky districts). 


“Will the CNS worry about us? Apparently, we will have to take up this 
business ourselves, not far from us is a state farm, where there is a lot 
of flour, and we have such a situation that we will not go there for a 
long time to take a sack of flour each” (Zinovievsky district). 


The kulaks, taking advantage of the plight of the poor, enslave them 
with a dacha of food on usurious terms. 


AMSSR. In with. Mavtula kulak exploits the poor for nothing but 
food. Another kulak bought an orchard from a starving poor man for 
10 rubles. 


Group visits by peasants to village councils and RIKs and the sending 
of walkers to district centers with the demand for bread (Zaporozhye, 
Pervomaisky, AMSSR, Kherson district) have become more frequent. 


In the Poltava district, a leaflet was found calling on the peasants to 
come to the regional center in an organized manner, demanding that 
the peasants be provided with food. 


In some districts of the Odessa and Krivoy Rog districts, in connection 
with the aggravation of hunger, the migration to more prosperous areas 
increased. 


NORTH CAUCASUS 179 
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The situation with the grain supply of the rural population in a number 
of districts of the region is unfavorable. 


The most acute issue is with food in the eastern regions of the Stavropol, 
Salsk and Shakhtinsko-Donetsk districts, which are mainly cattle 
breeding areas and have been underproduced for several years in a 


row. 


A significant part of the population of these districts feeds on surrogates 
of bread (chaff, frozen potatoes, herbs, flour dust from mills, etc.), on 
the basis of which up to 300 cases of stomach diseases and a number of 
swelling from hunger have been registered. 


In the Donskoy and Stavropol districts, many poor families are begging. 


In the village Myasnikov of the Donskoy District, at a meeting of the 
Presidium of the Village Council, a resolution was even passed that 
"those in need of bread can walk around the village and ask for alms." 


The aggravation of food difficulties in a number of places in the Don 
and Stavropol districts is aggravated by the weak, and sometimes 
clearly negligent work of the Soviet and cooperative apparatus in the 
distribution of bread. 


The political mood of the poor and low-power middle peasants is 
alarming.In some places, the poor, fearing imminent famine, 
demanded an end to grain procurements. “Grain procurement must be 
stopped, otherwise all the grain will be taken out like last year, and we 
will starve” (Donskoy District). “If we are not provided with bread, we 
will not only not help procurement, but on the contrary, we will rather 
cause a scandal” (Maikop district). 


Poor and low-powered middle peasants in groups go to the village 
councils and cooperatives, demanding flour and bread. 


The kulaks and the well-to-do, using food difficulties, significantly 
increased their anti-Soviet activities - they spread among the poor, in 
order to provoke anti-Soviet protests, rumors of impending famine and 
mass unrest: so that there is no war” (Maikop district). 


In the Salsk district in the village. The crosses under the instigation of a 
former merchant and a former officer who campaigned - "you will do 
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the right thing if you do not allow grain to be taken out and will 
persistently demand that it be left in place" - a crowd of 500 peasants 
(mostly poor people and women) did not allow the collection of garnets 
from the mill for children's colony, despite the decision of the 
presidium of the village council, which confirmed the need to export 
bread. 


DVK 


The food situation in Sretensky, Chita, Vladivostok and Khabarovsk 
districts deteriorated again in April. The delivery of bread in 
connection with the spring thaw stopped. In some areas, the poor are 


starving. 


In the villages of Popovka and Molchanovka of the Svobodnensky 
District of the Amur District, the poor and agricultural laborers have no 
bread. Many poor people are beggars. 


On the basis of malnutrition, cases of diseases have become more 
frequent (Sretensky, Amur districts). 


Almost no bread is exported to the private market. In the Byrkinsky 
District of the Chita District, the price of bread increased to 20 
rubles. for a pood. 


In the Posyetsky District of the Vladivostok District, the Koreans, in 
exchange for fish and crabs, bring chumiz 180 and rice from Korea. 


Due to the lack of bread, the poor begin to eat seed grain. 
The fists, taking advantage of the dire food situation, enslave the poor. 


In with. In the Kuropatkino Amur District, a poor man, being in 
distress, sold to the kulak 5 acres of land for 5 poods. flour. 


In the Khabarovsk Okrug, in connection with the predominant supply 
of immigrants, the relationship of old-timers with immigrants has 
somewhat aggravated. 


This is explained by the fact that the old-timers, who are also 
experiencing food difficulties, receive almost no bread. 
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In with. Quiet about one thousand old-timers are starving. The old- 
timers threaten to destroy the cooperative: "If the cooperative continues 
to provide flour only to the settlers, then we will defeat the cooperative, 
and distribute the flour to the entire population." 


Reporting and re-election campaign of cooperation 


Materials on the course of the reporting and re-election campaign of 
cooperation in Ukraine, the Leningrad region, Smolensk, Kaluga, 
Ivanovo-Voznesensk, Nizhny Novgorod provinces and the DVK note 
the increased activity of all strata of the village, especially its poor and 
middle peasants. 


The kulaks and the well-to-do in the current reporting and re-election 
campaign of the cooperatives have shown much greater activity and 
flexibility in the struggle against the poor-middle peasant bloc and the 
party leadership in the countryside, in comparison with the previous 


campaign. 
Shortcomings in campaign preparation 


In the presence of increased activity of kulak and anti-Soviet elements 
in the countryside, the lower party, Soviet and cooperative apparatuses 
in a number of regions did not carry out sufficient preparation for the 
re-election, which was partly due to a certain clogging of the leading 
bodies of the cooperatives. One of the reasons for the insufficient 
preparation for the re-election was the coincidence in time of a number 
of political and economic campaigns in the countryside (grain 
procurement, re-election of village councils, preparation for spring 
sowing campaign, etc.), which diverted the attention of the Soviet and 


party apparatus. 


The main shortcomings noted during the reporting and re-election 
campaign were: 


1) Weak preparation of grassroots Soviet, party and public 
organizations for the election campaign, which in a number of cases led 
to poor attendance by shareholders of reporting meetings. 


2) Insufficient organization of the poor-middle peasant bloc, individual 
cases of ignoring the middle peasant in the process of preparatory work 
for re-elections (Smolensk and Kaluga provinces). 

264 


3) non-authoritative extension often compromised candidates and often 
alien class and morally decomposed elements (fists wealthy, white 
former 181, embezzlers, bitter drinkers and t. D.). 


4) Insufficient explanation of the need to introduce a differentiated 
share, which was used by the kulak-prosperous and anti-Soviet 
elements, demagogic agitation and incorrect information that in places 
disrupted the adoption of a differentiated share, in some cases with the 
support of the middle peasants and even the poor. 


In the Leningrad region. preparation for the reporting and re-election 
campaign was carried out with a significant delay against the planned 
date. Rural party members and Soviet organizations in some places did 
not pay due attention to preparations for the re-election. The following 
statements by individual workers of the lower Soviet apparatus are 
characteristic in this respect. 


“Well, what is the re-election of the cooperation, they will report back, 
re-elect, that's all. What kind of campaign to conduct here, we are not 
choosing a tsar” (statement by the chairman of the Kupsk village 
council of the Cherepovets district)? “There were 5-6 campaigns of 
these campaigns, like uncut dogs, every day. They are inventing it 
somewhere, but here we are.Just think, the re-election of the 
cooperation is great. And here you run these campaigns” (statement by 
the chairman of the Zarechny village council of the Prishcheksinsky 
district of the Cherepovets district). 


Errors in organizing the poor-middle peasant bloc, noted during the re- 
election of village councils (isolated work with the poor, non- 
involvement of middle peasant activists in active preparation for re- 
election), were also observed during the campaign for re-election of 
cooperative boards. Poor meetings in a number of cases conspired from 
the middle peasants, and the middle peasants-activists who 
accidentally entered the meeting were forcibly removed from the 
meetings. 


At a meeting of the poor in the Kholbod agricultural partnership in 
Belsky u.Smolensk lips. the middle peasants also took part in the 
discussion of candidates for the new board of agricultural 
companies. The head of the meeting (a member of the CPSU), pulling 
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back the middle peasants who wanted to speak out, told them: "This is 
none of your business, you have no right to speak out, we only have a 
meeting with the poor." After the protests of the middle peasants, the 
leader of the meeting took the poor to another room, leaving the middle 
peasants without electricity. The indignant middle peasants declared: 
"Why were we called up, if we are repulsed, they talk about the bow, 
and ran upstairs." 


In the same district in the Kobylishchensky village council, 
Shizderevskaya parish. representatives of the VIK and the cell of the 
CPSU (b) before the start of the reporting meeting, a meeting of the poor 
was convened, where the middle peasants were not invited. The 
middle peasants, dissatisfied with this, said: “What a bond between the 
poor and the middle peasants. This is how we carry out this bond, we 
now have nothing to do but hold our meetings and nominate our 
candidates. " 


It should be noted that almost everywhere there were cases of 
imposition and nomination of unauthorized candidates, and in some 
cases anti-Soviet and class alien persons. Such facts are especially 
numerous in Ukraine. 


Zaporozhye district. At the re-election meeting of the board of the 
consumer society in the village. Semenovka, Chubarevsky district, the 
district union representative in the new board recommended the 
candidacy of a member of the CPSU, who had compromised himself by 
embezzlement, a resident of another village. When this candidacy 
received an insignificant number of votes, the delegate put the question 
to the vote for the second time, saying: "If Kovalenko's candidacy to the 
board of your society is out-voted, you will be deprived of the 
opportunity to get a loan and manufacture." Despite the fact that 
Kovalenko still received a minority of votes in the second vote, the 
presidium of the meeting decided to consider him elected to the board, 
provoking the outrage of the shareholders with this decision. 


Kiev district. In with. Kuhary of the Rozvazhevsky district by local 
organizations in the past. During the reign of the cooperative, a former 
Petliura officer 182, a participant in the anti-Soviet uprising in 1919, was 
scheduled. Sensing the approach of re-election of the cooperative's 
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board, this officer arranged a drinking bout for local Soviet workers in 
his apartment, at which it was decided to nominate him. 


In the presence of all these individual shortcomings, it is nevertheless 
necessary to state that in most polling stations, where appropriate 
training was carried out by the lower party, Soviet and cooperative 
apparatuses, the reporting and re-election campaign took place in the 
presence of high activity of shareholders, providing a completely 
satisfactory composition of the newly elected leaders cooperation 
workers. Kaluga province, for example, in order to better conduct the 
campaign, held a competition between the agricultural cooperation 
unions of three provinces (Kaluga, Bryansk, Smolensk) on the following 
conditions: 100% turnout at reporting and re-election meetings, the 
nomination of at least 33% of women to the governing bodies of 
members of shareholders by May 1 by 30% compared to February 1 and 
an average share of 1 RUB. The composition of the governing bodies 
has been significantly updated and the social composition has 
improved significantly. Thus, for 108 consumer societies that are part 
of the Kaluga consumer union network, 85 poor people (against 28 in 
the past), 7 farm laborers (none in the past) were elected. The number 
of poor people in the composition of audit commissions increased from 
24 to 50 people. The number of women in the governing bodies of 
cooperation has also increased from 10 to 67 people. 


Shareholders’ activity 


Attendance at the reporting and re-election meetings almost 
everywhere reached an average of 60-70%, and in some districts of 
Ukraine up to 90%.The debate mainly concerned individual 
abnormalities in the work of the cooperatives. A significant place in the 
debate was occupied by the question of the lack of scarce manufactured 
goods, the abuse of cooperative workers, the distortion of the class line 
in the work of certain individual cooperatives, and in areas 
experiencing difficulties in food, the lack of bread. In most cases, the 
poor and middle peasants of the shareholders supported the 
candidacies recommended by the party organizations and groups of 
the poor, giving a resolute rebuff to the aspirations of the kulaks and 
anti-Soviet elements of the village to get their candidates for the 
governing bodies of the cooperatives. There are numerous cases when 
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the poor and middle peasants, at the same time, rejected compromised 
candidates, 


The most heated discussion was the issue of introducing a 
differentiated share. Insufficient clarification of the need for its 
introduction, preceding the raising of this issue at meetings, on the one 
hand, and the furious agitation of the kulak-wealthy and anti-Soviet 
elements against the increase in share contributions, on the other hand, 
led in a number of cases to rather harsh statements against the 
differentiated share of the middle peasants and even the poor. 


The shortage in cooperation of a number of scarce goods, especially 
bread, was the main argument against increasing share contributions 
(“there is nothing in cooperation anyway”). 


In with. Sivkakh Lyakhovetsky district of Shepetovsky district 
(Ukraine) at the re-election meeting on the part of individual middle 
peasants noted this kind of speech: "We doubt that if we deposit the 
share in full, we will receive the goods in sufficient quantity." 


Smolensk lips. In the Katyn parish. Smolensky at a meeting of 
shareholders, the middle peasant who spoke on the report of the 
Nadvinsky Society of Consumers said: “Comrades, shareholders, do 
not put shares in the cooperative and do not replenish them. They won't 
give us enough bread anyway. " 


Processing of shareholders by cooperative workers 


Employees of the old composition of the board, revolutionary 
commissions, etc., especially who compromised themselves with 
various kinds of abuses, in order to secure support for themselves in 
the re-elections in advance, before the re-elections (such facts are 
especially numerous in Ukraine), carried out the processing of 
shareholders, resorting to soldering and bribery of certain groups 
shareholders, providing them with all sorts of indulgences when 
receiving goods, etc. 


Kiev district. Board of the cooperative with.The gadfly of the 
Brusilovsky district led intensive agitation among shareholders for 
leaving the old composition of the board. 
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To this end, the chairman of the board soldered the peasants, and to 
some peasants he released scarce goods out of turn, ete. 


Krivoy Rog district. In with. Alekseevka, the board of the cooperative, 
having compromised itself with a number of abuses, sensing the 
approach of the moment of re-election, carried out processing of the 
shareholders. The chairman of the EPO board together with two kulaks 
walked around the village, campaigning for their election to the new 
board. 


Activity of kulaks and anti-Soviet elements in the countryside 


The kulaks and anti-Soviet elements of the countryside, mainly from 
among the well-to-do peasantry, showed extremely high activity 
during the reporting and re-election campaign of the cooperatives, 
opposing the party leadership of the re-election, against the lists of the 
poor and party organizations. Wanting to disguise the political nature 
of the withdrawal of candidates from the poor, the kulaks in almost all 
cases use the following as the motive for the withdrawal: “In case of 
waste, there will be nothing to get from the poor. They have all the 
property once or twice, but they have missed out on them” and offered 
instead “good owners, whose property would be a sufficient guarantee 
against waste” (Proskurovsky Okrug). 


The kulak slogan of "complete freedom of trade" was quite widespread, 
as opposed to the development of cooperatives, which "gives nothing 
to the peasant." 


In Yuryev-Polsky u. Ivanovo-Voznesensk province. the well-to-do at 
the reporting meeting of shareholders said: “The Bolsheviks do not 
know how to trade and will never learn to do it. We must orderly 
demand from them that free trade be allowed, and it is time for 
cooperatives to close everything. The private trader knows better 
where to get bread and he will have plenty of all kinds of goods and 
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much cheaper than in cooperation. ' 


Supporting him, another wealthy man said: "We do not want to 
contribute money to this damned cooperation, because our money is 
used to give the purchased flour to the poor." 
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The speeches of the kulak-prosperous and anti-Soviet elements against 
the differentiated share and the creation of a fund for cooperation of the 
poor were particularly sharp. Characteristic is the appearance of a 
kulak at one of the re-election meetings in the Nizhny Novgorod 
province, at which he declared: "Cooperation cannot be class, therefore 
a differentiated share is not needed." 


Cases of rejection of proposals to accept a differentiated share as a result 
of this agitation (especially where the preparatory work for the re- 
election was poorly carried out) are numerous. It should be noted that 
the kulaks enjoyed the greatest success in areas experiencing industrial 
difficulties. 


In the Pskov District, for example, out of 29 precinct meetings, the 
differentiated share was rejected at 6 meetings. 


In the Vologda, Kaluga provinces, Pskov and Chita districts, the kulaks 
and the well-to-do, using the industrial difficulties experienced in these 
areas, campaigned for the creation of "their own purely peasant 
cooperatives", motivating their proposal by the fact that "bread, 
manufactory, boots give most of all to the workers and the poor 
.. Therefore, the peasants need to organize their own peasant 
cooperative” (Kaluga province). 


The weakness of the party leadership of the re-elections in a number of 
places contributed to the clogging of the governing bodies of the 
cooperative by the supporters of the kulaks. Nizhny Novgorod 
province is especially distinguished by the contamination of the new 
composition of the board of cooperatives. 


In order to ensure success in the elections, kulaks and anti-Soviet 
elements widely used bribery and soldering of certain groups of 
shareholders, using them to disrupt meetings, discredit candidates 
recommended by party organizations and groups of the poor. At the 
same time, it is characteristic that not only the kulaks, who in their 
majority did not have access to meetings, but also the well-to-do, 
carried their line through the podkulachnikov. 


Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya province. In the Kotlovsky district of the 
Kadyi vol. Makarievsky u. kulaks, having drunk part of the poor and 
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middle peasants, disrupted the meeting of shareholders after the 
secretary of the local party cell opposed the candidates of the wealthy. 


At the re-election meeting of the board of the Zatonsk Agricultural 
Partnership (Zaporozhye District), several podkulachnikov, sent by 
their fists, intended to ruin the list of candidates nominated by the party 
cell. One of the podkulachnikov said in his speech: "Where is your 
democracy, why do you not allow the people to express their will and 
impose your candidacies." The kulak, who then spoke, said: “Until 
when will the party impose its candidates on us, we are already tired of 
this. We have nothing to fear from their lists, we can expose our own, 
and fail those. " 


An interesting fact that took place in the Kremenchug district, where 
the kulaks, for the introduction of their representatives to the board, 
proposed to increase the share capital of the cooperative. 


In with. Popovka Onufriyevsky district (Kremenchug district), the 
kulaks strenuously tried to achieve failure in the re-election of the 
cooperatives of the candidates of the poor, promising, if the wealthy 
were elected, to invest 500 rubles in cooperation. deposits. 


As in the campaign for the re-election of the village councils, the kulaks 
were preparing for the re-election of the management of the 
cooperatives in advance, organizing their groups. In a number of cases, 
the kulaks, having done a lot of preparatory work, turned out to be 
much more organized than the poor and middle peasant activists and 
without much difficulty threw out the candidacies of party members 
and the poor and sent “their people” to the governing bodies of the 
cooperation. 


In the Rodnikovsky district of Ivanovo-Voznesensk province, for 
example, on the eve of the re-election of the board of the cooperatives, 
a group was organized, consisting exclusively of "disenfranchised" and 
anti-Soviet elements. Having secured the consent of the chairman of the 
board of the cooperative, who told the group members: "Come to the 
meeting, we will give you the right to vote," 20 people attended the 
meeting, where they won the right to vote. When voting on the lists of 
candidates proposed by the cell of the All-Union Communist Party of 
Bolsheviks, the members of the grouping shouted: "We don't need a list, 
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we will be able to appoint our own, it's enough to impose." As a result, 
out of the 7 people designated by the party cell, only one passed. The 
group managed to get two of its henchmen on the board. 


Groups of the kulaks and the wealthy organized their meetings at 
which methods of struggle were discussed and ways of failing 
candidates for party members and the poor were outlined. Attention is 
drawn to the kulak group operating in the village. Mikulino, Gritsevsky 
district, Shepetivsky district, consisting of 12 people. With the aim of 
failing the candidacies of party members and Komsomol members, the 
group singled out one kulak from its midst, who walked around the 
yards of the poor and middle peasants, campaigning for the inclusion 
of the wealthy on the board. 


The group also included the chairman of the CND. The group held 
several meetings and planned to hold the former chairman of the board 
as its representative to the board of cooperatives, who said before the 
elections: "I don't give a damn about the dictatorship of the proletariat 
and the class approach, I'm not afraid of your dictatorship." 


On mass demonstrations on religious grounds 


Since the end of 1928, there has been a quantitative increase in mass 
demonstrations on religious grounds. If in the first half of 1928 19 mass 
demonstrations on religious grounds were registered in the village, 
then in the second half of 1928 there were 24 registered demonstrations, 
and during the period from January 1 to May 10, 1929 there were 
already 37 (of which 27 performances in April -May month). 


In 1928, demonstrations on religious grounds accounted for about 6% 
of all mass demonstrations, in January-May 1929 - 22%. 


By district, religious performances are distributed as follows: 


eee 2 the entire 1928 a 1929 








As can be seen from the above table, in terms of the number of mass 
demonstrations on religious grounds, the Center and the SVO are 
especially unfavorable. Moreover, the increase in the number of 
demonstrations in the SVO deserves attention, where during the period 
January-May 1929 there were 11 mass demonstrations on religious 
grounds (of which 6 in April) against 5 in the entire 1928. 


Along with the increase in the number of performances, the number of 
participants for individual religious performances is _ also 
increasing. So, if in 1928, on average, there were 235 participants for 
each performance, then in 1929 - up to 400 people. 


The following table gives an idea of the number of participants in 
individual performances on religious grounds: 


quantity 


participants: | 





The increase in the number of mass demonstrations on religious 
grounds is associated with a general exacerbation of the class struggle 
in the countryside and the intensification of the kulaks and anti-Soviet 
elements, striving to unite wide sections of the population around 
themselves and lead them to open anti-Soviet protests, acting on the 
religious feelings of the peasantry.The leading role in the 
overwhelming majority of speeches, along with the clergy, is played by 
merchants and the kulaks, who constitute an asset of the 
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churchmen. So, for example, on 65 mass demonstrations in 1928- 
1929. the direct initiators were: clergy and churchmen - 44 cases, 
merchants - 5, kulaks - 21, former people 184 - 2, poor and middle 
peasants - 4 (in other cases, the initiators of the speeches have not been 
established). 


The main reason directly causing mass demonstrations on religious 
grounds is the closure of churches and the allotment of church 
buildings for public meeds and cultural and _ educational 
organizations. On the part of the clergy and churchmen, any such 
measure affecting the interests of church communities usually meets 
with active opposition. At the same time, their activities are aimed at 
giving the movement of churchmen a mass character. To this end, they, 
acting on the religious feelings of believers, also strive to use the 
moments of mass discontent among the population on the basis of food 
difficulties, grain procurements, etc. 


In this regard, attention is drawn to the attempts of the kulaks at the 
time of religious demonstrations to revive broad strata of the 
population against the campaigns carried out in the countryside. 


So, in the Buguruslan district (SVO) in the village. Deleserkino kulaks 
organized a mass protest (100 people participated) simultaneously 
against the closure of the church and against the collective farm being 
organized. 


In the Biysk district (Siberia) in the village. In Ust-Tularinsky, a 
demonstration of a crowd of women (in the amount of 50 people) 
demanding the transfer of a public barn to a church resulted in a protest 
against grain procurements and the export of prepared grain from the 
village. 


Due to the presence of the active participants in the speeches of the 
kulaks and the anti-Soviet element, religious protests against certain 
events affecting the religious feelings of believers sometimes grew into 
open anti-Soviet speeches and were held under clearly anti-Soviet 
slogans, accompanied by threats to government officials, and in some 
cases and beating them. 


In the Mordovian District (SVO) in the village. The Chelpanovo mass 
protest (took place on April 2, 1929), provoked by the churchmen and 
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kulaks on the basis of the closure of the church, took place under the 
slogan “Down with Soviet power. Down with grain procurements. " 


In the Buguruslan district in the village. Deleserkino, during a speech 
in April 1929, several public workers were beaten by a crowd. 


Similar facts took place in other regions. 


The main contingent of participants in religious performances is 
formed mainly of women, counting on their lesser responsibility. Men 
make up only a small percentage of the participants in the 
performances and usually play a passive role. 


As a rule, the participants in the performances are summoned by a 
symbolic alarm bell. In this regard, attention is drawn to the fact that in 
recent years there have been much more frequent cases of mass 
demonstrations on religious grounds, when there was a preliminary 
preparation and processing of the believers' active by the clergy and 
churchmen. In some cases, the leaders of the speeches tried to establish 
contact with other villages and involve the latter in joint speeches. 


For example, in the Orenburg District (SVO) in the hut. Stepanovo- 
Ozernoye kulaks, provoking the population to protest against the 
closure of the church, send riding women to neighboring farms in order 
to involve the population of these farms in a joint protest. 


In the Kuznetsk district (Siberia) in the village. Ust-Sosyaevo 
churchmen appealed for support to nearby villages, from where up to 
50 peasants came to help, of whom the church was guarded. 


All available materials on mass demonstrations on religious grounds 
indicate that the clergy and kulaks are able to lead large sections of the 
peasantry to mass excesses only because of the unsuccessful anti- 
church work of local organizations. 


While the clergy, at the first rumor about the possibility of closing the 
church, begins to process and prepare the masses, often spreading 
clearly incorrect provocative rumors, local organizations in most cases 
do not conduct any preparation or take measures for a widespread 
counter-agitation. 
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In most cases, questions about closing churches are resolved by a 
narrow circle of people without prior clarification and without carrying 
out anti-religious work. These decisions are being implemented in a 
purely administrative way. 


Opportunities for mass demonstrations are completely neglected, and 
these performances come as a surprise to local organizations. 


Recently, the process of closing churches has taken on a campaign 
character and is often carried out without taking into account the 
opportunities, conditions and degree of preparation of the population 
for this act, and equally without the knowledge of the relevant 
organizations. 


Such campaigning work is especially harmful in areas where, on the 
basis of grain procurements and ongoing difficulties, the mood of some 
strata of the countryside is aggravated. In such cases, pressure on the 
church line is an accelerating shaping of the mood of the dissatisfied 
and a direct pretext for open mass demonstrations. 


Eastern national republics and autonomous regions 
MIDDLE ASIA 
Sentiment over Afghan events 


In connection with the Afghan events in Tajikistan, the activity of anti- 
Soviet elements has increased. Former Basmachi kurbashs 185, former 
emir officials, bai and clergy are intensively spreading provocative 
rumors, calling for action against the Soviet regime. The following 
points prevail in the performances of these elements: 


“Soon the British will overthrow the kafir government 186. Sow more 
rice and bread, hide in barns so that you have something to meet our 
friends” (Karatag district). “Be brave, Ibrahim-bek came to Mazar-i- 
Sheriff, where he is organizing a gang to overthrow the communists” 
(Dushambi region). “Refuse to work in the Soviets, cooperatives, 
otherwise we will deal with you with the arrival of Ibrahim-bek” 
(Yangi-Bazar district), etc. 


With a clear increase in the activity of anti-Soviet elements in some 
border vilayets, Basmak gangs appeared. Their greatest activity was 
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noted in the Garm vilayet, where the foreign gang Fusail Maksuma 
occupied Kalai-Khumb and the vilayet center - the city of Garm (the 
latter was captured by the gang for several hours). Only a small part of 
the local population supported the gang. On the whole, the population 
took a wait-and-see attitude, not daring to speak openly against Fusail 
Maksum. The workers who fell into the hands of the gang were brutally 
killed and thrown into the river. Pyanj. Three Tajik women were 
hanged in the city square, having removed their veil. As a result of the 
measures taken, the Basmachi were driven out of Garm and Kalai- 
Khumb. The gang scattered across Afghanistan. 


In Uzbekistan, with some reduction in mass conversations about the 
events in Afghanistan, there is an increasing use of them by anti-Soviet 
elements in their agitation against Soviet power. Agitation is reduced 
mainly to foretelling the inevitable death of the Soviet regime. Rumors 
are spreading rapidly that "the Bukhara emir, having received 4000 
soldiers from England, will soon set out to capture Bukhara." Anti- 
Soviet agitation is accompanied by threats to local activists and calls for 
terror. The following kind of threats have been registered: “England, 
having taken Afghanistan, will take the USSR too. We must prepare for 
the destruction of the people who served in the Soviet regime”, etc. 


Craving for emigration from Turkmenistan 


The most widespread anti-Soviet agitation is observed in the 
Chardzhui and Kerkinsky districts. The gangs and the clergy are 
vigorously spreading rumors about the "imminent" end of Soviet 
power and the occupation of Turkmenistan by the British. In Pakhta- 
Bazar district, the dekhkans, fearing the development of the activity of 
the overseas gangs, are showing a desire to refrain from sowing. The 
tendency to refrain from field work is also noted among farmers along 
the river. Kashanke. 


Emigrant sentiments in the Kerkinsky and Chardzhui districts are 
beginning to take on significant proportions. A large percentage of the 
emigrating middle peasant elements is characteristic of the Kerkinsky 
district. 120 farms in 19 auls of the okrug intend to emigrate to 
Afghanistan, 70 of them are middle peasants. In the Charjui District, 
emigration sentiments are prevalent mainly among the Baystva. In 7 
auls, 72 farms were identified, preparing for emigration. 
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The growth of emigration sentiment is decisively influenced by the 
events in Afghanistan, in connection with which the bayism and the 
Muslim community are intensively spreading rumors about the 
impending fall of Soviet power. The following points also significantly 
contribute to the increase in the desire for emigration: the land 
management work carried out in some areas, the introduction of the 
class principle in khoshar 187 work, the unprofitability of karakul 
breeding, etc. Among those preparing to emigrate, there are 
conversations "about good payment for karakul, the absence of fines 
and the abolition of taxes." Afghanistan. Rumors are spreading about 
the upcoming speech of the emir, in connection with which "a war will 
start and it will become impossible to live here." 


In the Karlyuk region, the liquidation of the baysk farms in the adjacent 
regions of Uzbekistan has a significant impact on the mood of the 
bays. On this basis, anumber of bays started distributing their property 
for safekeeping to their relatives, and they themselves are going to 
move closer to the border in order to go to Afghanistan in the event of 
a land reform in the Kerkinsky district. 


Sowing campaign 


Uzbekistan. Inactivity and negligence towards the work of regional 
seeding committees and workers of the land cooperative and Soviet 
apparatus are noted. The poor and middle peasants are not sufficiently 
organized around the campaign. Agitation and explanatory work (in 
particular, agitation for an increase in the cotton wedge) among the 
broad masses of dekhkans was not carried out at all in some places or 
was carried out in an obviously insufficient amount. The new law on 
unified agricultural tax is poorly popularized. 


Sown area 


The control area of cotton is covered by applications for 97-98%, as of 
April 15, 86% of the control area has been advanced. However, these 
results cannot be considered quite real. In a number of cases, local 
organizations, in pursuit of the plan, resorted to contracting forcibly, 
recorded and registered non-existent cotton areas (Andijan District). In 
the Morchenan Cotton Association, there have been isolated cases of 
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registration for cotton sowing of people who have absolutely no land 
(Fergana District). 


In some places, the cotton area will not be sown due to the fact that 
some farmers, hoping to receive an agricultural loan, applied for a 
larger area, but then, having not received a loan, intend to sow a smaller 
area. In with. Chaldyr of the Karakul region on this soil, the cotton area 
is reduced by 100 tanapov (Bukhara region). However, such facts are 
not typical and, in general, the contracting of the area for cotton was 
successful. 


The attitude of the population to the campaign. Bayte activity 


The bulk of the dekhkans are positive about raising yields and 
expanding the cotton area. Discontent is caused by interruptions in the 
supply of crops and wheat to cotton growers. The cases that took place 
on the part of the poor and middle peasants for the reduction of the 
cotton area, as well as for the expansion of other crops at the expense of 
cotton, were caused mainly by the incessant agitation of the Bai-anti- 
Soviet elements. In the Canabad agriculture, the bai held a meeting at 
which it was decided to reduce the cotton sown area (Khojent 
district). As a result of the Bai agitation, there have been isolated cases 
of poor and middle peasants refusing to plant cotton and contracting 
(Bukhara, Khorezm, Andijan districts). 


Water question 


A number of canals and dams are in need of thorough repair. Cleaning 
of irrigation ditches and inspection of water systems are not 
performed. The inactivity of the district water farms is noted, which do 
not take timely measures to inspect hazardous areas and to prevent 
possible erosion. Several cases of erosion of dams, breakthroughs and 
threats of breakthrough at the heads of irrigation ditches were 
recorded 188.In the Kupala, Bonesyrkinsky and Yakka-Tutsky 
agricultural communities, 1000 hectares of land are flooded with 
water. In the Kugaly agriculture, about 8000 tanaps of land are flooded 
(Fergana district). 


There is a lack of manpower and building materials. In some places, 
when cleaning irrigation ditches, bai and well-to-do farmers were not 
involved in the performance of labor (Andijan, Tashkent districts). 
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Agricultural loan 


Discussion at the poor meetings of the lists for obtaining agricultural 
loans was less lively compared to last year. In some places, the lists 
were not at all considered at the meetings of the poor and plenary 
sessions of the village councils. In Tashkent, Ferghana, Khojent and 
other districts, loans for the purchase of draft animals and agricultural 
implements were sometimes given to bays, merchants, representatives 
of the religious community and other anti-Soviet elements. At the same 
time, there were recorded cases of granting a loan to those who did not 
need it and using the loan for other purposes. 


Agricultural equipment. Tractors 


Slowness is noted in supplying cotton growers with agricultural 
implements. Applications for agricultural implements and tractors are 
not satisfied everywhere.In some places purchased agricultural 
equipment is not used due to the lack of small parts and harnesses. The 
delivery of European inventory is poorly organized. The necessary 
work is not being done to popularize the European inventory, which 
cotton growers do not know how to handle. Often, existing tractors 
deteriorate and stop due to poor-quality repairs. A number of tractors 
are idle due to lack of combustible material or spare parts. 


Bread supply to cotton growers 


There is a shortage of bread in the Fergana and Khorezm districts. Lines 
of up to 400 people are created at bakeries. Individual cases of dehkans 
refusing to plant cotton due to interruptions in grain supply have been 
registered. The private trader uses the moment by inflating the price of 
bread. On the market in the mountains. Khiva, Khorezm District, wheat 
prices rise by 100% from morning to evening.Some cooperative 
organizations show negligence and sluggishness in fulfilling the 
directives of the five sowing crops on the issuance of wheat to poor 
farms (ibid.). 


Turkmenistan. The sown area for cotton in 1929 was originally 
determined at 128,000 hectares with a harvest of 6,649,365 
poods. raw. Later, by the decision of the Central Seeding Committee, 
this figure was reduced to 116,700 hectares with a collection of 6376,100 
poods* of raw material. Cotton workers express concern that this figure 
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will not be met, citing the fact that until recently the increase in the 
cotton wedge was due to the involvement of new sowers. An increase 
in them has a limit, but an increase in the area per sower to a large extent 
can lead to his failure to master it due to the lack of workers and 
livestock. 


In a number of regions there is a danger of erosion of irrigation ditches, 
demolition of dams and destruction of drops. A number of ditches are 
heavily clogged and not cleaned. In some places, the Vodkhoz 
authorities do not care about taking timely measures to inspect 
hazardous areas and to prevent a catastrophe in case of floods. There is 
a lack of manpower and materials for repair work. 


There is a discrepancy in the activities of organizations supplying 
cotton growers with European inventory: in a number of regions, the 
existing inventory is lying unused and, in addition, additional 
inventory has been brought in. There were registered cases of dehkans 
refusing to use European implements due to the fact that they do not 
know how to handle it (Bakharden district). Often, existing tractors are 
idle due to lack of spare parts. 


In connection with the lack of explanatory work on the importance of 
observing the class principle in carrying out khoshar work, there is 
discontent on the part of the middle peasants, especially those with 
small families, with the latter.On this basis, a number of cases of 
dehkans' refusal from land plots were registered. In Denauzsky district 
the area of those who refused is 170 hectares of land. Baystvo is actively 
campaigning against the expansion of the cotton area and contracting, 
using the shortcomings that were made: forced contracting, etc. 


Note: 

* So, in the document 

Adjarastan 

Responses to events in Hulin County 


The Khuli events (see the review for the month of March) caused the 
activation of the kulak-anti-Soviet elements in the countryside. Under 
their influence, pupils’ attendance at school in a number of villages was 
stopped. 
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In with. Medzibka of Kedsky u. out of 25 people one girl goes to school. 


In with. Ihemvani of Kobuleti districtthe girls almost stopped 
attending school, and those who do come back in the chador. 


In Khulinsky and Kedsky u. many of the women who took off their 
veils closed again under the influence of threats from religious 
fanatics. Not limiting themselves to pressure in the sphere of everyday 
life, kulak-anti-Soviet elements openly reveal themselves in other areas 
as well. 


In with. Vayo Kedsky u. at the instigation of anti-Soviet elements, 15— 
20 peasants came to a closed meeting of the Komsomol members, 
demanding to tell them the reason for the meeting. After the departure 
of this group, another appeared, with the direct purpose of dispersing 
the meeting. However, their attempt was unsuccessful. 


In the villages of Tkhilnary, Agara, Karadera and others. Khulinsky 
u. several illegal meetings were held to discuss measures to combat the 
communists. 


Georgia 
Political status of Akhaltsikhe district 


In Akhaltsikhe district as early as the autumn of 1928 there was a 
significant activity of the kulak-anti-Soviet elements. During the period 
under review, the activity of the kulak-anti-Soviet elements increased 
and was directed mainly against anti-religious measures and collective 
farm development. In the villages of Muskhi, Artsen, Kidi, Zveli, 
Tamala, Nyala, Mareli, Charal and others, protests of kulaks and former 
beks with threats against local activists, with calls for reprisals against 
communists, etc. have been and continue to be noted. Campaign to 
remove the veil caused rumors among the Turkic population of the 
district that, allegedly, all women who did not remove the veil and men 
who opposed the removal of the veil were arrested in Ajaristan. On this 
basis, actions hostile to the Soviet regime were noted not only by the 
kulaks, but also by some of the middle peasants and the poor. 


The kulaks are especially fiercely opposed to collective farm 
construction, which was caused by the fear of taking away the surplus 
in land management, which in many areas is still far from complete. In 
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some places, the opposition of the kulaks to  collective-farm 
construction took extremely active forms, leading to conflicts with the 
participation of middle peasants in certain villages and even certain 
groups of the poor. 


In with. The Tamala (Armenian) kulak group, having agitated a group 
of middle peasants and, relying on some of the poor people who were 
dissatisfied with the provision of the worst plots of land to them, drew 
up a verdict against the organization of a collective farm, collected 
money by subscription for the walkers to the NKZ. The county Soviet 
party organizations did not take timely measures. Arrived on April 6 in 
the village. Tamala to the TEC chairman and assistant. chief of militia 
for the final assignment of land to the collective farm, the peasants at a 
general meeting staged an obstruction. There was an attempt to kill the 
arrivals, who were pelted with stones. One of the local party members 
shot into the crowd, hitting the leg of a peasant - a participant in the 
meeting. The TEC chairman, an agronomist and local party members 
got off with bruises from stones. The peasants calmed down only after 
the arrival of the district representatives, who promised to send a 
commission to investigate the case. 


A complete disregard for the mood of the population was shown by 
Soviet workers when they opposed the collective farm under the 
influence of kulak agitation in the village. They made a call, and a 
number of members of the village council supported the kulaks. 


It should be noted that in all cases of manifestation of mass 
dissatisfaction with certain measures, the grassroots Soviet and party 
organizations did not take appropriate measures in a timely manner, 
did not take into account the situation, and with individual excesses 
contributed to the success of the anti-Soviet agitation of the kulak-anti- 
Soviet elements. 


In the Turkic districts of Akhaltsikhe district, where in October- 
November there was a great desire for resettlement to Turkey and cases 
of resettlement were registered, resettlement moods are intensifying 
again. Population with. Nyala, under the influence of the Muslim 
clergy and the kulaks, is intensively preparing to leave for Turkey. 


Azerbaijan 
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Activity of anti-Soviet elements in the Lenkoran district 


In connection with the events held in Lankaran district. to remove the 
veil, transfer mosques to schools, tax pressure on the kulaks, etc., the 
kulak-anti-Soviet elements led an open agitation against the Soviet 
regime. Along with the spread of provocative rumors about the 
impending "overthrow of Soviet power by the British" and the "return 
of the old regime", anti-Soviet elements under the leadership of the 
Muslim religion actively agitated among the population to oppose the 
campaigns to remove the veil, close madrasahs, remove popes and 
other government measures in the countryside. At the same time, the 
need to unite all the Muslims for the overthrow of Soviet power and the 
defense of religion and Islam was promoted. This agitation, which 
swept the border strip of the district, sometimes met with sympathy 
among the population. 


Simultaneously with the activation of the kulak-anti-Soviet elements 
outside the cordon, foreign gangs were trained for raids on our 
territory. At the beginning of April, several cases of transition of 
landscapes from Persia to the territory of Lankaran u., Accompanied by 
theft of cattle, were registered. The latter, however, was repulsed from 
the bandits who had fled during the pursuit in Persian territory. 


National regions of the North Caucasus Territory 
Performances on land soil in Chechnya and Karachai 


To settle the land issue in the most disadvantaged areas in this respect, 
the regional centers of Chechnya and Karachay decided to start taking 
away land surpluses from the kulaks and giving them to the poor. 


In the Vedeno District of Chechnya, where the existing land-use order 
was the most enslaving, the poor at their meetings unanimously spoke 
about the immediate implementation of the decision of the Chech 
Executive Committee - taking away the already identified land surplus 
from the kulaks and redistributing land before sowing. With the same 
requirements from almost all the auls of the district, the poor sent 
delegations to the district of IK. The undertaken measure aroused 
strong discontent among the kulaks, which, in the bloc with the Muslim 
spirituality, led an intensified counter-escalation, resorting to 
intimidating the poor and middle peasants with the consequences of 
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violating the "public peace", threatening to deprive them of material 
and religious support, claiming an inevitable war, the death of Soviet 
power, etc. As a result of this agitation in the village. Vedeno (district 
center) On April 5, a mass demonstration took place (up to 500 people 
took part), mainly of the poor and middle peasants, led by the old men 
who were under the fists. Demonstrators gathered from the three 
nearest auls (Dyshne-Vedeno, Tauzen and Tazen-Kale) in a categorical 
form "in order to avoid bloodshed" demanded not to take away the 
surplus, not to carry out any land redistribution before land 
management was carried out throughout Chechnya. Thus, the kulaks 
managed to lead the aul in some places, replacing the intra-settlement 
land management with the issue of resolving land disputes between the 
auls. There were speeches that "the poor now do not need land, but 
bread." At the same time, a protest telegram was sent from the speakers 
to the regional executive committee. The activity of the kulak-anti- 
Soviet elements terrorized to a certain extent not only the poor, but also 
the local authorities, 


A performance on land grounds also took place in the Uch-Kulan 
district of Karachay, where at the end of March the so-called manor 
lands (gardening and arable) were redistributed in order to take away 
the surplus from the kulaks and endow them with the best and nearest 
plots at the expense of their poor. The shortcomings made by the 
district authorities in carrying out this work: the lack of an explanatory 
campaign, the provision of compiling lists of landlords to unreliable 
persons, insufficient consideration of the interests of the middle 
peasantry, etc., were widely used by the kulaks to arouse public 
opinion, primarily women, against land management. Among the 
female mass of the aul Uch-Kulan, rumors were spread that the 
redistribution of land was aimed at organizing collective farms, where 
"10 men and women would have to sleep under one blanket." In 
with. Kart-Jurt (part of Uch-Kulan) hosted an illegal meeting of the 
kulaks with the participation of three women, at which a plan was 
developed for an organized demonstration of women. As a result of all 
these actions of the kulaks, for 7 days small crowds of women 
demonstrated in the aul demanding the abolition of land 
management. Seeing that this did not achieve its goal, the kulaks 
resorted to provocations about the confiscation of the madrassah and 
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demand to provide the population with bread. As a result, on April 7, 
a mass demonstration of up to 400 people took place, which elected a 
delegation to the regional executive committee with demands: stop 
land management, give bread, not take away mosques and an Arab 
school, and restore "all citizens of society" to elections. Women's 
performances stopped only after the arrival of representatives of the 
region, 

Kazakhstan 


Sowing campaign 


Preparations for spring sowing are proceeding at an insufficient 
pace. In some places, the lower Soviet apparatus has not yet come close 
to the practical implementation of their plans. There is a passive 
attitude to the campaign of the co-party organizations and agricultural 
personnel. In a number of districts, the grain cleaning campaign is 
threatened with under-meeting the target figures for grain cleaning. 


Grain cleaning is especially weak in the Kazak regions. In terms of 
machine supply, there is an extremely slow implementation of plans for 
machine supply, agricultural implements and machinery arrive with a 
great delay against the planned dates. 


Crop contracting 


Repeated changes by the regional organizations of their plans and 
orders served as the main brake in the successful implementation of the 
contracting of crops. The districts had to change their contracting plans 
five times. The delay in drawing up precise plans for the contracting 
had a negative impact on the timely disbursement of loans through the 
agricultural bank. Departmental inconsistency between Soyuzkhleb 
and Koopkhleb had a negative impact on the successful course of 
contracting. The obligatory exchange of food grain for seed also serves 
as a certain brake on contracting, which causes complaints from 
peasants, and in some places refusals to contract crops. The fact is that 
in some places the peasants sold all their grain surpluses, hoping that 
they would give seeds according to the experience of the previous year 
without any replacement. 


The mood of the peasantry in connection with the new law on the 
unified agricultural tax 
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The new law on the unified agricultural tax is poorly popularized 
among the broad masses of the peasantry. In areas where the peasantry 
has already become familiar with the main changes in the law on the 
unified agricultural tax, this has a positive effect on the attitude of the 
middle peasants and poor peasants to the issue of expanding the 
cultivated area. Among the middle and poor peasants, there is some 
distrust of the invariability of the new tax at the time of its 
implementation. 


The kulaks, taking advantage of the lack of awareness of the broad 
masses of the peasantry about the changes in the UAT, are trying in 
every possible way to sow distrust among the middle peasants and the 
poor towards the new law, campaigning for a reduction in the 
cultivated area, emphasizing the severity of the taxation last year and 
spreading rumors about an even greater increase in the UAT this year. 


“You cannot trust the Soviet government. She is deceiving us. They 
only write that they will not charge for the increased sowing tithe, but 
as you increase the sown area, this law will be canceled. " 


Grain harvesting campaign 


The April grain procurement plan in the region was fulfilled by 
30.4%. Despite the use of methods of economic pressure on holders of 
large grain surpluses (boycott, increase in self-taxation amounts, etc.), 
bread continues to be adhered to or exported in small lots (5-10 poods 
each). In some kulak farms, grain reserves range from 300 to 2000 
poods. (Syr-Darinsky, Aktobe, Akmola, Kustanaysky, Urals 
districts). The withdrawal of the surplus is made difficult by the fact 
that the holders of the latter begin to hide bread in pits, keep it 
unmilled, and distribute it for safekeeping to relatives and the 
poor. Boycotted kulaks in every possible way evade the export of grain 
surpluses. It should be noted the activity shown by the poor and the 
underpowered middle peasants in identifying the harvesters of bread. 


The directives to strengthen grain procurements among some workers 
of the lower Soviet, party and cooperative apparatuses caused 
confusion, and in some cases even passive resistance to their 
implementation. Demobilization sentiments among some of the 
workers in the procurement apparatus have not yet been eliminated. 
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In the villages of Nikitichma, Uvarovo, Skalistom of the Semipalatinsk 
district, the cells of the All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks 
passed resolutions on the impossibility of fulfilling grain procurement 
plans, arguing that there was no grain surplus. 


At the same time, a number of excesses were recorded in the methods 
of grain procurement (bypassing barns, boycotting the middle peasants 
and the poor, etc.). Measures to increase the rate of procurement caused 
an increase in the anti-Soviet activity of the kulaks. Agitating among 
the peasants against the export of grain, the kulaks distribute anti- 
Soviet leaflets (Petropavlovsk district), terrorize the workers of the 
procurement and Soviet apparatus, the poor and agricultural activists 
working on procurement. In with. Zevakino of the Semipalatinsk 
district took place a protest organized by the kulaks in response to the 
measures of the economic boycott.In_ stts. Presnovka of the 
Petropavlovsk district was killed by a Komsomol member who took an 
active part in the grain procurement campaign. 


Internal national republics 
Sowing campaign. Activities of local organizations 


The inconsistency in the work of the individual organizations entrusted 
with the campaign jeopardizes the work of sorting and dressing seeds 
(Bashkiria). The inactivity and negligence of the co-party organizations 
and agricultural personnel are noted. Red tape with the transfer of 
seeds, a delay in the delivery of grain, irrational transfers, caused 
discontent and a lot of complaints from all segments of the population 
(Bashkiria, Tataria). At the same time, a number of excesses and 
distortions have been registered: compulsory contracting, etc. 


Seed supply 


There are large interruptions in the seed supply. In some places, money 
is released for the purchase of seeds, and since grain procurement 
organizations do not have seeds, they have to buy them from a private 
owner at high prices, and, therefore, in insufficient quantities. In 
Yelabuga parish. N. Chelninsky canton due to the lack of clover and 
timothy seeds, the transition area in the multifield has been reduced 
from 16,000 hectares to 8,000 hectares. In the Nurlatsky district of the 
Chistopol canton, due to a lack of seeds, grass cultivation plans are 
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thwarted (Tataria). There is a supply of poor-quality seeds (low 
germination and condition). On this basis, a number of cases of refusal 
to receive seeds were recorded, not only from individual farms, but also 
from collective farms (Bashkiria). 


Sorting and dressing seeds 


There is a weak rate of sorting and dressing of seeds due to the lack of 
the required amount of formalin, sorting machines, insufficient 
explanation of the benefits of sorting and dressing seeds and the 
agitation of kulaks and the wealthy against grain cleaning. In some 
districts, the seed sorting plan is only 40-50% fulfilled (Bashkiria). 


Contracting 


The successful course of contracting in Tataria is hampered by repeated 
changes by Tatnarkomzem to the contracting plans and the 
inconsistency of plans with the specifics of individual regions. In the 
Bugulma canton, contracting is proceeding poorly due to lack of 
funds. Everywhere the kulaks are conducting intensified agitation 
against contracting. Under the influence of kulak agitation, as well as 
due to the lack of a sufficient explanatory campaign, cases of peasants' 
refusal to contract were registered. At the same time, a number of cases 
of fists breaking up meetings on the issue of contracting were 
registered. 


Campaign opposition from the kulaks 


The kulaks launched a broad agitation against expanding the sowing 
wedge and raising yields. The kulaks are especially harshly attacking 
collective farm construction, using mainly women to openly speak out 
and oppose collectivization measures (Bashkiria). Under the influence 
of kulak agitation, tendencies of a certain part of the middle peasantry 
to reduce crops were noted. At the same time, the kulaks are trying to 
sow distrust among the broad masses of the new law on the unified 
agricultural tax, using the general weakness of popularizing the latter. 


In the Arsk canton, peasants from 6 villages of the Kulle-Kaminsky 
parish. As a result of the agitation of the kulaks, they categorically 
refused to go over to the multifield (Tataria). 
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A similar case of fists breaking off the question of switching to a 
multifield was noted in Yadrinskii. Chuvashia. 


Grain procurement 


The April plan for Bashkiria was fulfilled by 32.6%. On April 25, 1322 
thousand poods were received. harntsevoy collection, which is 44% of 
the planned target. A weak supply of garnets collection will negatively 
affect the supply of bread to the poor. Grain procurements are 
adversely affected by the malicious delay of grain surpluses by the 
kulaks, fears of crop failure due to unsuccessful sprouting in some 
regions of winter crops, the activity of private traders and speculators 
with insufficient activity of the grassroots apparatus. Among the 
workers of the Soviet and procurement apparatus, "demobilization" 
moods have not been eliminated. At the same time, a number of 
excesses were noted, expressed in intimidation of peasants who did not 
surrender grain, etc. 


On the whole, the poor and middle peasants approve of measures to 
increase the rate of procurement. Only in isolated cases did individual 
poor and middle peasants, fearing a repetition of food difficulties, 
speak out against the continuation of grain procurements (Ufa, 
Belebeevsky, Mesyagutovsky cantons). 


Speeches in connection with the closure of churches and mosques 


During April, cases of organized protests against the closure of 
churches and mosques continued. In most cases, the speeches were 
inspired and guided by the kulak-anti-Soviet elements and the 
clergy. Along with this, in many cases, the closure of churches and 
mosques was not accompanied by sufficient preparation of public 
opinion and had the character of a purely administrative measure. The 
unpreparedness and tactlessness of local organizations in Bizhbulyak 
Volost was most clearly manifested. Belebey canton. 


In with. Kamenka Bizhbulyaksky VIK made an attempt to close the 
church due to the fact that the term by which the church was to be 
repaired had expired. The crowd of believers, threatening the initiators 
of the closure, beat some of the activists. Of those arrested by the police, 
12 “ringleaders” 10 were released as mistakenly arrested. 
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Similar phenomena were noted in the village. Kosh-Elga and in five 
other churches in Bizhbulyak parish. 


In total, over 100 churches and mosques were closed in Bashkiria by the 
end of April, and in most cases the closure was carried out without the 
appropriate registration and approval of the Bashkir Central Executive 
Committee. As a result, the believers, driven by the clergy and kulaks, 
begin to receive numerous complaints about the Bashkir Central 
Executive Committee, the People's Commissariat for Internal Affairs 
and other central bodies. Cases of sending walkers to the Bashkir 
Central Election Commission have become more frequent. 


In a number of cases, representatives of the clergy and kulaks 
successfully organize the masses against the closure of churches and 
mosques, provoking mass demonstrations (for more details see 
Appendix [No. 4]). 


Buryat-Mongolia 
Emigration sentiments 


Emigration sentiments among the Buryat population of the western 
and eastern aimags of Buryat-Mongolia continue to be observed until 
very recently. Lamstvo, together with the kulaks, is intensifying 
agitation among the population, calling for emigration to Mongolia. At 
the same time, the lamstry widely practices predictions and the 
dissemination of letters "warning sins" ("aborals"). Particularly strong 
agitation of the lamas and kulaks was noted in the V. Uda region, where 
as a result of widespread rumors about the impending Japanese 
intervention and the fall of Soviet power, anxiety was registered among 
the main strata of the population. The newly organized commune of 50 
people collapsed on the same soil. In Aginsky aimag, as well as in the 
Borzinsky region and the Novaya Zarya somon (Chita okrug) the 
kulaks and lamstry enjoy particular success due to the weakness of the 
grassroots co-party organizations. In the Mukhor-Shibirsky and 
Selenginsky aimags, a further growth of emigration sentiments is 
noted. At the same time, those intending to emigrate refrain from 
preparing for the spring sowing campaign, and herders who previously 
sowed green oats189 did not make any applications. From the Sobotko- 
Kharyansk somon of the Selenga aimag, 10 households migrated to the 
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territory of Outer Mongolia in early April. Five households migrated 
from the ulus of V. Sarama and Chikoisky zhaglosor, including the 
former secretary of the Komsomol cell. From the somons Kyrensky, 
Murochinsky, Kharlunsky, Kudrinsky and U. Urluksky migrated 10 
yards. 


Deputy Chairman of the OGPU 

Trilisser 

Head of the Information Department of the OGPU 
Alekseev 

Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 

Kucherov * 

Note: 

* The document is signed by Kucherov. 


Appendix No. 1. Anti-Soviet leaflets, appeals, anonymous letters 
reflecting the growth of anti-Soviet activity of the urban non-working 
population 


In Stalingrad, a letter was taken from the mailbox addressed to the 
"Chief". 


The content of the letter: “We do not know who the head of the city is 
and the main one, but we are all terribly outraged that the authorities 
so basely betrayed the separation of the church from the state. We do 
not harm you, despite the fact that we rob us, take away our houses and 
property, strangle us with taxes, and torment us very much. You do not 
know what hatred we all feel towards you for attacking churches and 
Orthodox Christians. The churches only teach good things, not to rob 
and not to debauchery and not to kill, respect the elders, and what is 
being done here. Well, the power, it should be worse, but 
impossible. They drank all our blood and all became nervous from 
living with the Bolsheviks. We all curse you. Come to your senses, leave 
our churches alone, do not attack the Orthodox, otherwise we will not 
give blessings to our sons for the war. We don't give a damn about your 
clubs, don't touch our churches, we ask you again. More than a 
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hundred of us gathered in the hut, the groan and terrible cry of people 
for the church tears the soul apart. We remember the king's father, what 
a good life was with him. Everything was cheap and everything 
was. They did not attack either the church or the genealogy of people, 
as now. Oh, king, king, we cry for you bitterly. Alas, now you are gone, 
no freedom. Come to your senses, insane power, you torture people on 
your neck” (Stalingrad). 


An anonymous letter was sent to the editorial office of the Smychka 
newspaper: 


“You are all citizens of the Communards, what do you think about the 
future, where we have bread. You sold bread abroad, and you want to 
feed us with straw. The whites had plenty of bread, and you have one 
Central Committee membership card. There is poverty everywhere, 
everything is sold abroad. 


If you want to save yourself behind the peasant's skin, you will not take 
bread from the peasant by force for a long time. We will run out of 
patience and we will raise arms against the prison authorities and help 
other foreign powers to curtail this violent government. Down with all 
the punks. Long live the White Terror "(Verkhne-Kamsky District, 
Ural). 


Anonymous letters were sent to the Irkutsk prosecutor and deputy 
chairman of the executive committee: 


“Why does the prosecutor's supervision not take any measures against 
the impending hunger strike? Is it not a state crime to deliberately 
doom one hundred million inhabitants to starvation in favor of a 
handful (one and a quarter million) of communist adventurers who 
want to prove that they will live happily ever after without capital? The 
communists are prudent, they took away all the grain from the 
peasants, sold part of it, and rotted part of it. What if not a death 


aL 


sentence to all “dissidents 


“The comrades jumped around, again they started an all-Russian 
hunger strike, but one hunger strike is not enough for the 
communists. What have you done with the people, after all, you cannot 
kill everyone and feed only the communists, or all hope for the Red 
Army, or, like Nicholas II, answer with machine guns? Aren't you 
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mistaken as Nikolai was? It is not for nothing that the people call you 


1 


bastards and scoundrels in gratitude for the granted freedom. ' 


A letter was sent to the chairman of the Yenakiyevo regional 
executive committee: 


“Comrade Ivanenko, I warn you not to touch upon the closure of 
churches, this is your death. The churches do not bother you. They are 
separate from the state, do not touch them. That some trash of the 
Komsomols signed on the workshops, and the communists and the 
forced believers - it does not matter. Know that patience is running 
out. Enough to deceive people and ruin Russia. Soon you have to give 
an answer where you put the valuables, bread, leather, lard, meat and 
other products, and thus staged hunger along with the cooperative 
thieves. Know, for this you are not assigned the Parisian guillotine, but 
blast furnaces, axes, ropes and fires. It's time to eliminate the 
arbitrariness and violence perpetrated by thieves and murderers” 
(Artyomovskiy district). 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 

(Kucherov *) 

Note: 

* The document is signed by Kucherov. 

Appendix No. 2. Grain procurement 

Excesses and distortions of the class principle in grain procurement 


Pugachevsky district. (NVKray). In a number of villages in the 
Lukhovnitsky and Dergachevsky districts, rural grain procurement 
commissions carried out mass searches and inspections of barns in 
order to identify the presence of grain surpluses. Searches were also 
carried out in the poor and middle peasants, which surrendered all the 
surplus. Regardless of this, these farms were additionally covered with 
bread (from 30 to 100 poods or more). 


In with. Ostryi Luki, the grain procurement commissioner, arrested the 
middle peasants who refused to export additional grain. 
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In the villages of Orlovka, Brykovka and others, there were isolated 
cases when, under the pressure of the specially authorized regional 
executive committee, the middle peasants exported seed grain, passed 
through a trier and subject to delivery to the semifond. 


Similar facts have been registered in the Volskiy, Kamyshinskiy and 
Stalingrad districts. 


Penza district. (SVO). The Volsky village council of the Mokshansk 
district, on the issue of boycotting 13 people - malicious non-donors of 
bread, issued the following resolution: ... Their families, traitors to the 
cause of the workers 'and peasants’ government, should also be 
boycotted in all state, cooperative and public organizations. 


Nota single Soviet institution: the village council, the post office has the 
right to enter into any kind of relations with these enemies of the Soviet 
power. Not a single store, cooperation has the right to sell one or 
another product to them. A hospital, a pharmacy, a veterinary center 
have no right to treat them, or to dispense medicine for them, either free 
or paid. 


Schools undertake, within 3 days from the date of this order, to exclude 
children boycotted from the school and from now on not to accept 
anyone from their families and close relatives to school. 


Inform about the boycott of these citizens to all other educational 
institutions, if their children study there, with a view to excluding them 
from school. If the family members of these traitors serve anywhere, 
then remove them from work. If their family members serve in the Red 
Army, report the boycott to the appropriate unit. If these people are 
members of public organizations, exclude them from the membership 
immediately. Officials noticed in non-compliance with this decision 
will be dismissed directly by the village council, or by higher 
authorities. A boycott will also be declared to those who will in one way 
or another help these traitors - the enemies of the working class and the 
working peasantry. 


All officials should be responsible for checking the boycott, as well as 
for the general supervision of the boycott to all members of the village 
council and a detachment of "light cavalry of the RKI school of the 2nd 
stage." 
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Kupyansky District (Ukraine). In a number of village councils of 
Senkovsky, Olshansky, Kupyansky and Kabansky districts, workers of 
the procurement and Soviet apparatus used inadmissible methods in 
grain procurement, which in some places took the form of surplus 
appropriation. 


Along with this, peasants were summoned to the village councils for 
"negotiations", accompanied by threats against those who refused to 
export grain surpluses, decisions were made to deprive them of their 
land allotment and expulsion from the district, the children of 
boycotted peasants were expelled from schools, etc. 


Poltava district. In the M. Solontsovsky zemsovstvo of the 
Kustalovsky village council, a general meeting of villagers was 
convened on the issue of exporting grain. At the end of the meeting, 12 
well-to-do peasants were arrested and asked to withdraw their 
surplus. After refusing to export grain, they were tied up and left in this 
position until they expressed their consent to hand over the grain 
surplus, and some of them were also beaten. 


In the Gorabtsovsky village council, the malicious non-donors of bread 
were also subjected to all sorts of bullying: they spat in their faces, at 
the meeting at which they were present, they forced them to sit on the 
floor, get up and sit down several times, demanded that they vote to 
show which of them was for Soviet power and so on, threatening at the 
same time to “tear the skin off them,” and so on. 


A similar thing happened in a number of villages in the Vasilkovsky 
district of the Dnepropetrovsk district. 


Chelyabinsk District (Ural). In the village Kichishinsky, V.-Uralsky 
district, guardians are posted at all water sources in the morning to 
prevent boycotted people from using water. 


In with. The old man's party cell forbade the boycotted wealthy to use 
water from his well (by locking it). 


In with. The Chumlyak of the Shchuchansky district, the party cell 
forced all non-donors of bread to hang on their necks boards with the 
inscriptions: "I am a malicious bread-maker, I do not want to hand over 
bread to the state, I want to starve the workers and the poor", and drove 
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them with these boards from one village to another until then, until the 
peasant agrees to take out the grain. 


Shadrinsky district. In with. Krasnoisetsky, Dolmatovsky district, the 
authorized RIK calls the peasants into the school premises at night and 
forces them to surrender their surplus, regardless of the actual 
availability of grain reserves. As a result, individual middle peasants 
were forced to take out seed. 


A similar thing took place in the Staro-Utkinsky village council of the 
Artinsky district, where the purveyors proposed to rake out the seeds: 
“let the sowing area decrease - if only the plan was fulfilled”. 


Novosibirsk District (Siberia). The grain procurement officers in the 
villages of Karachuzhevo, Yarki, Zimovye and others arrested 10 
peasants, most of whom are middle peasants, solely because, when 
inspecting the barns, they declared that "there is no grain, and the 
inventory is foreign." In with. Karachuzhevo arrested two women for 
refusing to give the keys to the barn. 


Mass performances 


Achinsk district. April 17 in the village. Kolytovo, Nazarovsky district, 
kulaks and well-to-do people arbitrarily convened their meeting to 
discuss the issue of making an inventory of the property of malicious 
non-donors of grain. This meeting then resulted in a massive anti- 
Soviet protest. A crowd of 300 people demanded the convening of a 
general meeting and the abolition of the inventory of property. After 
the explanation, the crowd dispersed. On the second day, April 18, a 
crowd of 400 peasants gathered again, making the same demands. 


In the village. Vershinka Tyazhinsky District on April 16, a crowd of 
100 women obstructed the inventory of the property of the kulaks, 
dispersed the auction and threatened to kill the chairman of the village 
council. 


In the village. Oidashke of Achinsk district, when confiscating surplus 
grain from two kulaks, the latter resisted. A crowd of 70 women, incited 
by their fists, did not allow the seizure of bread, threatening to kill the 
policeman. 
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Minusinsk district. Der. N. Mikhailovka is economically powerful, 
with agriculture and cattle breeding. In total, there are 371 households 
in the village, of which 67 are kulak and wealthy, 224 are middle 
peasants and 80 are poor. 


There are no party-Komsomol organizations in the village. Cultural 
and educational work is poorly carried out, especially poorly organized 
mass work among the poor and farm laborers. 


The population is greatly influenced by a group of sectarian Baptists, 
which unites 36 households, mostly kulaks and well-to-do people. In 
December 1928, kulaks and prosperous villages under the leadership of 
the Baptists Lazovsky (a handicraftsman, a former member of the All- 
Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks) and the kulak Adabash tried to 
disrupt the re-election campaign of the Soviets, trying to bring their 
proteges to the village council. In addition, those mentioned opposed 
the self-taxation campaign, campaigning against the payment of the 
due payments. 


For the entire period of the grain procurement campaign of 1928- 
1929. kulaks and well-to-do villages stubbornly held back grain 
surpluses, as a result of which the grain procurement plan was carried 
out at the expense of the middle peasant farms. During the expansion 
of grain procurements in the countryside, a number of measures were 
taken in relation to the kulaks, who were boycotting grain 
procurements. Were involved in multiple taxation of 54 kulak- 
prosperous farms, of which three of 61 st. CC 190 with the confiscation 
of property, among these three farms, the mastermind of the kulak- 
prosperous elite of the village, Adabash Yevsey, was brought to justice. 


In order to prevent the sale of the property of the convicted kulaks of 
the village, Adabash and Lazovsky began to intensively restore the 
population of the village against grain procurements. On April 11, the 
day of the auction, in the morning, groups of peasants (men and 
women) began to gather in the streets, anong whom there was talk 
about the alleged “wrong actions of the grain procurement 
commissioners, ruining the peasants, selling the peasants' property on 
their own initiative, contrary to the instructions of the center. 
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Around 12 noon. of the day, out of the total mass of peasants gathered 
in the street, at the instigation of Adabash and Lozovsky, a crowd of up 
to 200 people stood out, which went to the apartment of the grain 
procurement officials Semyonov and Agapov, several men joined the 
crowd, but most of them in groups scattered around the apartment of 
the grain procurement officials watching the actions of women. From 
the crowd that approached the house, 50 people (women) stood out, 
who, having entered the apartment, demanded that the authorized 
representatives explain the reason for taking property from the 
kulaks. The women shouted: "You robbers, give us the paper of the 
central government, on the basis of which you collect cattle from the 
peasants, we have no kulaks, but only the middle peasants and they do 
not exploit us, but even help out with bread." Seeing that the delegates 
do not want to go to the square, 


At that time, from the crowd that remained on the street, there were 
shouts: "Pour kerosene, set Shcherbon's house on fire so that he does 
not let him into his apartment and does not feed the authorized 
representatives." 


The crowd demanded the immediate return of the property confiscated 
from the kulaks, which was done by an authorized regional troika who 
came to the village, as a result of which the unrest was liquidated. The 
initiators of the speech were arrested. 


Appendix No. 3. Mass demonstrations on religious grounds 


Rossoshansk district. (TsCHO). In with. Lykovo, Podgorensky 
district, April 26, p. d. at a general meeting convened on the issue of 
grain procurement, one of the poor made a proposal to evict a local 
priest from the village council for hooliganism, extortion, drunkenness 
and debauchery. This proposal was accepted by the meeting. 


The next morning, the priest called a meeting of believers through 
the church leader 191 under the guise of a divine service. Up to 200 
people attended the meeting. The priest and the deacon appealed to the 
audience with an appeal to take appropriate measures to prevent the 
implementation of the resolution of the general meeting, pointing out 
that "the village council closes the church without asking anyone." 
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After the meeting, the crowd, led by a priest, a deacon, and a group of 
kulaks and merchants, went shouting "“hurray” to the village 
council. Bursting into the premises of the village council, the leaders of 
the crowd shouted: “Hit the Soviets. We need to show how to close a 
church.” At the same time, the deacon shouted: "Beat the atheists." 


At this time, the chairman and secretary of the village council were in 
the village council. When the crowd burst in, the secretary of the village 
council tried to flee, but a priest standing at the door hit him in the 
chest. Fearing reprisals, the secretary and the chairman of the village 
council locked themselves in one of the rooms. Pop and one of the 
kulaks, knocking on the door, shouted: "We do not obey the Soviets and 
do not recognize them." 


The crowd dispersed only after they saw a courier leave the village. 


Kozlovsky district. In with. Lomov, Ranenburg district, due to a 
typhus epidemic, by order of the RIK on April 25, all public institutions 
of the village, as well as the church, were closed. A special meeting was 
called on this issue, to which about 1,500 people attended. 


After the speech of a member of the RIK, a local priest spoke out, who 
began to urge the peasants to disobey the decision of the RIK and 
invited them to follow him in order to discuss the issue of closing the 
church at their meeting. Most of those present, under the influence of 
the priest, left the meeting. 


The chairman of the village council, having in his hands the order of the 
RIK, closed the church. At the moment when the church was being 
closed, the priest sounded the alarm. The gathered crowd of peasants 
tried to kill the chairman of the village council. However, he managed 
to escape to the mountains. Ranenburg. 


AMSSR (Ukraine). In 1924 the religious community with. Glinny 
Slobodzeya region started building a church. Until 1929 the foundation 
of the church was laid and the walls were raised up to 4-5 meters. 


At the re-election meeting in January p. A decree was issued - the 
unfinished building of the church should be dismantled in order to use 
all the material for the construction of a new school. Slobodzeya RIK, 
prior to the approval of this resolution by the Council of People's 
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Commissars of the AMSSR and only having previously coordinated 
this issue with the representative of the NVKD of the AMSSR, ordered 
the church building to be dismantled, having concluded an agreement 
with the workers. The latter arrived to work in the village on March 27, 
1929. 


This became known to the local priests Dobrovolsky and Lyubinsky, 
who, having gathered the members of the community, invited them to 
notify all citizens in order to prevent the dismantling of the church, and 
Dobrovolsky, addressing Mr. Aprinchan, said: “I give you this order: 
go home and tell all the peasants to be at the church and disperse the 
workers, tell them to stock up on stones and beat everyone who tries to 
start dismantling "and promised him to pay for the fulfillment of this 
order, but when he refused, Dobrovolsky said:" For disobedience I will 
publicly disgrace you. " 

On March 27, the workers went out to dismantle the walls, but at that 
time women began to run, who, having gathered in numbers of up to 
300 people, pushing back the workers, threatened reprisals to those 
who would start work. The podkulachnik Mers H. immediately spoke, 
who called not to allow the church to be dismantled, saying: "The Soviet 
government has nothing to interfere in our affairs, its business is small 
here.” As a result, the workers were driven away, and the tools they 
brought were plundered from their homes. 


On the night of March 27, priest Lyublinsky * gathered kulaks in his 
apartment and held a meeting where it was decided not to allow the 
church to be dismantled, for which purpose there should be a 
watchman to guard the building. 


All nights on March 28, 29, and 30, there was a guard of 20-30 women 
outside the church building; among the women there were also men 
(from kulaks) dressed in women's dresses. Wine was delivered to those 
who guarded the kulaks so that the guards were more alert and did not 
sleep. 


In the afternoon of March 30, a crowd of women (250 people) gathered 
at the church again, among which exclamations were heard: "We will 
die, but we will not surrender the church, let them come with machine 
guns and shoot at us." 
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On the initiative of the kulaks and local priests, the peasants began to 
collect money for the completion of the church, and the kulaks imposed 
self-taxation on each farm for 100 rubles. 


From the moment the bagpipes appeared, that is, from March 27 to 
March 30, no measures were taken by the local authorities, and only at 
the insistence of the OGPU bodies, the secretary of the district party 
committee left for the village, which convened a meeting of the KNS, 
which issued a resolution to petition for the dismantling of the church. 


Buguruslan District (SVO). In with. Knots of the Korovinsky District 
April 18, p. Mr. Kaldymov, an authorized district committee of the All- 
Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks, arrived to hold a two-week 
party study. The Korovinsky district committee of the CPSU (b) 
instructed Kaldymov to use his stay in the village to carry out anti- 
religious work, seeking the removal of the newly rebuilt church for 
cultural institutions. 


Upon arrival in the village on April 18 and 19, Kaldymov holds two 
poor meetings, at which he raises the question of confiscating the 
church. The majority of those present spoke in favor of the proposal to 
withdraw the church. 


On April 20, Kaldymov summoned a local priest and invited him on 
April 21 to speak at a dispute on the topic: "Who does religion and the 
church serve?” Pop agreed to this. However, on that day in the evening, 
reporting the dispute to the church headman, he said that he did not 
intend to speak and suggested for this purpose, on behalf of the church 
council, to call a priest from the village. Kulaginsky, who has 
repeatedly spoken at the debates. As a result, a letter was sent to the 
latter on behalf of the religious society and the church council, 
announcing the dispute. 


Upon arrival of the priest from the village. Kulaginsky in the house of 
the deacon s. Knots, a meeting of the churchmen was organized, at 
which the question of speaking at the dispute and the confiscation of 
the church was discussed. Moreover, the members of the church 
council widely launched agitation among believers so that they all came 
to the debate to defend the church. The church head told the believers: 
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"There will be a dispute and the church will be taken away, everyone 
must come and not give the church away." 


On April 21, at 12 o'clock in the afternoon, up to 700 peasants gathered 
for a dispute at the building of the Chechen Commissariat. The leader 
of the circle of atheists 192, who opened the dispute, was greeted by the 
audience with shouts: "Show us the atheists, we will look at them." His 
proposed Presidium candidates failed and passed candidates 
nominated by a group of churchmen, including the chairman of the 
church council, the church headman, a member of the church council, 
and a former mill tenant. 


After the opening of the dispute, both priests appeared, and the priest 
s. Uzeli, addressing the audience, said that he would not speak, as he 
had a toothache, and asked to allow the priest from the 
village. Kulaginsky. The latter, in turn, said that he would act on 
condition that the believers write him an "authorization". The 
“authorization” was written to him and he agreed to speak. 


Kaldymov, who made a report, spoke for about 10-15 minutes, since 
those present at the meeting, under the influence of the churchmen's 
agitation, did not allow him to speak any more. During his speech 
shouts were heard: “He's lying. Down with him”, etc. 


After Kaldymov, the pop village spoke. Kulaginsky, who said in his 
speech: “Laypeople, look who we are dealing with - an atheist and this 
atheist is cattle, and cattle have no reason and thinking. The speaker is 
a fool and has defiled the Christian faith with satanic words, but you, 
like a stone, keep silent. How long will you be without 
languages? Before us is a well-fed sheep, crap on a bare splint, he is full, 
dressed, and spring meets you without seeds and bread. This fool can 
only lie, he did not work and does not know how to approach the plow, 
but we peasants take the rap. My sons were five in the civil war and 
they were all killed, and the communists were in the rear and now they 
are stirring up you. He calls us peasants dark and says that we are 
deceivers, but you ask this fool where the truth is - at the atheists or at 
us. He refers to science, and science is not one. The atheists themselves 
are not even united in spirit and swear among themselves. No, 
brothers, we believe in religion, and religion serves God. Now ask who 
the atheists serve - they serve only themselves and Satan,” and so on. 
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Kaldymov tried to speak again, but the crowd did not allow him to 
speak. Pop c.Knot and clergy urged believers to deal with 
Kaldymov. Under the influence of their agitation, the women shouted: 
“Down with the Antichrist. Down with the atheist”, etc. Moreover, the 
wife of the candidate of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) 
who was present at the dispute broke her teeth. 


When the crowd dispersed, the chairman of the church council, 
addressing the group of women, said: "You go back and demand the 
minutes of the meeting of the poor about the closure of the church and 
the list of atheists." Together with him, the women went to the head of 
the circle of atheists - a member of the Komsomol and demanded from 
him a list of atheists and the protocols of the poor peasants’ 
meetings. However, they managed to take away only the protocols 
from him. 


Responsible under Art.59-7 of the Criminal Code, 12 people are 
involved, including: two priests, a deacon, the chairman of the church 
council, the church headman, one of the members of the church council 
(he is also the chairman of the village council's revolutionary 
commission), a former tenant of the mill, the son of a kulak and two 
poor people. 


Pugachevsky district. In with. Ershovo On April 22, a meeting of 
peasants was held to discuss the closure of the churches in the 
village. Of the 500 people present at the meeting, only three voted 
against the proposal to close the churches. 


The next day, at a meeting of women delegates, the local "Union of 
Atheists" delivered a report "Woman and Religion". Up to 400 people 
attended the report, and a significant part of those present were the 
wives of the "disenfranchised", led by a group of traders. In an effort to 
disrupt the report, they made a fuss. From their side, shouts were 
heard: "We do not need to read the report, we will not allow the church 
to be closed anyway." 


One of the "disenfranchised", speaking before the audience without the 
permission of the presidium of the meeting, said: "I am a former 
commander and defended the revolution, we will not allow the church 
to be closed, but if they do, we will deal with them." Supporting him, 
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two merchants shouted: "The speaker needs to knock his head off and 
cover with an oak lid." 


Since the "disenfranchised" speaker was drunk, at the suggestion of the 
presidium he was taken out of the room. A crowd of 200 people, 
speaking in his defense, shouted: “Hit the communists. Let's not close 
the church. " 


The initiators of this speech were a local priest and a group of members 
of the church council, who had previously held meetings of believers in 
apartments and in the church. 


On April 24, three traders and a priest were arrested by the police as 
participants and instigators of the breakdown of the report. Upon 
learning of the arrest, 200 women came to the police building and 
demanded the release of those arrested. From their side, there were 
threats against the police officers. In the evening of the same day, those 
arrested were released. 


Ulyanovsk District. In with. Lebyazhye of the Melekessky district, the 
village council decided to withdraw the church gatehouse under the 
hut-reading room. This resolution of the village council coincided with 
the adoption of the target figures for grain procurements in the village 
in the amount of 12,000 poods. and the allocation of land for the newly 
organized collective farm. A certain aggravation was introduced by the 
village council, which, in order to induce the believers to give up the 
church gatehouse, presented the church council with a demand for 
payment of rent for it for 5 years in the amount of 700 rubles. The clergy, 
having learned about the alleged withdrawal of the gatehouse, 
launched a wide campaign against this, raising the issue for discussion 
of believers in the church during services, in private conversations with 
peasants and at meetings of the church council. 


On April 24, when the village council convened a meeting of peasants 
to formalize the allocation of land to the collective farm, the church 
council decided to convene a meeting of believers to discuss the issue 
of withdrawing the church gatehouse. The representatives of the 
church council, notifying the peasants about the meeting of believers, 
told them: "Go to the meeting, the church is being taken away." An hour 
later, a crowd of about 3,500 peasants gathered and shouted, "We must 
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kill the communists, the secretary of the cell and the chairman of the 
village council,” went to the village council. The former chairman of the 
church council (kulak), inciting the crowd to excesses, shouted: "Ring 
the alarm, more people will gather to deal with the communists and the 
village council for the selection of the church." 


The chairman of the village council, who came out to the crowd, 
announced that a meeting would be held on the campaign. In response, 
the crowd shouted: "Down with the sowing campaign, let's talk about 
the church." Moreover, there were attempts to drag the chairman of the 
village council from the rostrum. A member of the village council, 
Shchuplova, who was with the chairman of the village council, the 
crowd pulled from the rostrum, shouting: "And she voted for 12,000 
poods. Beat her." 


The secretary of the district committee who arrived at this time in order 
to calm the crowd announced that the resolution of the village council 
on the withdrawal of the gatehouse was canceled. However, this had 
no effect, and the crowd, incited by the churchmen, attacked him and 
tried to pull him off the podium, shouting: "He is the same communist 
and also lies." 


Fearing lynching, local communists locked themselves in the village 
council. 


The crowd went to the reading room193 and burst in there, broke the 
furniture, tore up all the posters, and only dispersed in the evening. 


Mordovian district. In with. Chelpanovo Kozlovsky district on April 2 
at 8 o'clock. In the morning, a crowd of 60 women approached the 
building of the village council and demanded that the chairman of the 
village council explain why the village council wants to close the local 
church and why they were “all registered as communists”. To this, the 
chairman of the village council announced that no one was going to 
close the church and that no one was registering them as communists, 
indicating that these were provocative rumors. 


Among those who came, a former nun (deprived of election rights), 
whom the chairman of the village council detained, was especially 
active. However, this had an exciting effect on the women, and the 
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chairman of the village council was forced to let her go, after which the 
women dispersed. 


After some time, the women, incited by the clergy, who declared that it 
was necessary to call a meeting of women and go to the village council 
in order to achieve a final decision on the closure of the church, began 
to gather again to the village council. And this time a crowd of 300-400 
people gathered. Shouts were heard from the crowd: “Down with 
Soviet power,” “Down with taxes from the priest,” etc., as well as 
against grain procurements and threats against the chairman of the 
village council. 


The chairman of the village council, in order to calm the crowd, called 
the local priest through the village executor and invited him to 
announce to the audience about the actual state of the issue of closing 
the church. But the priest, however, refused to do so, stating that he 
could speak to believers only in church. After the priest left, the women 
attacked the agricultural contractor for following the priest and beat 
him. 


On the eve of April 1, an illegal meeting of women was held in the 
village, at which the issue of closing the church was discussed, and the 
need to prevent the village council from interfering in church rituals 
was indicated. At the same meeting, women delegates were selected, 
who called women to the village council on April 2.12 people were 
arrested in the case, including 8 kulaks. 


In with. Dyurki of Atyashevsky district at the end of March from the 
mountains. Monks arrived in Alatyr with a miraculous icon of the 
Mother of God, with which they went to the homes of believers. At the 
end of the tour, a religious meeting was organized, to which the local 
candidate of the CPSU (b) Kortikov was invited. The dispute between 
the clergy and Kortikov took an acute form. Moreover, the latter, 
proving that the miraculous icon was a deception of the clergy, shot it 
with a revolver. Those present, excited by Kortikov's act, pounced on 
him and tried to stab him. 


The believers called by the alarm tried to arrange lynching over 
Kortikov and he was forced to flee to the village council, pursued by 
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the crowd. Lynching was prevented by the intervention of the 
chairman of the village council. 


Orenburg district. In the hut. Stepanovo-Ozerny on April 9, at a 
general meeting of peasants on the issue of opening a branch of the 
Nezhinsky PO in the farm, the secretary of the Komsomol cell and the 
chairman of the PO made a proposal to close the church and transfer it 
to a consumer store. This proposal was accepted, and 50 of the 57 
people present voted for it. To carry out this resolution, a commission 
of 5 people from representatives of peasants and local Soviet and party 
organizations was allocated at the meeting. 


A group of kulaks spoke out against the closure of the church at the 
meeting, who declared that they would not allow the closure of the 
church and, having gathered all the women, “would die with them, but 
they would not allow the closure of the church”. 


On the same day, the kulaks notified the population of the farm about 
the resolution of the meeting, calling on the believers to come to the 
church on a signal. With the aim of attracting the peasants as much as 
possible, they sent riding women to the neighboring farmsteads with a 
notice of the upcoming closure of the church. 


On the morning of April 10, when the commission, summoning the 
chairman of the church council and announcing the decision of the 
meeting, went to the church, the wife of one of the kulaks sounded the 
alarm. A crowd of women who came running to the alarm, including 
those from neighboring farmsteads, resisted the commission, 
preventing the church from closing. In order to further excite the 
audience, one of the kulaks, by a preliminary conspiracy of the kulaks, 
scratched her face, indicating that "the secretary of the Komsomol cell 
did it." The women gathered near the church held a meeting, which was 
held under the slogan: "Do not transfer the church." 


It should be noted that no awareness campaign was conducted among 
the population on the closure of the church. 


Note: 
* Earlier in the document Lyubinsky 


Right: 
308 


Secretary of INFO OGPU 
Kucherov 
Appendix No. 4. Eastern National Republics 


Speeches in connection with the closure of churches and mosques in 
Bashkiria 


Ufa canton. In the village Blagoveshchensky, at 6 regional meetings 
held where the question of closing the church was raised, out of the 
total adult population of 3,700, 2,576 people voted for the closure of the 
church, 500 against, with the rest abstaining and not participating in the 
vote. The workers of the state plant, members of the trade union of the 
SSTS, Rabzemles, builders, former partisans and students of various 
educational institutions, who on April 7 this year voted unanimously 
for the closure of the church.A demonstration was organized, 
demanding the local authorities to immediately close the church and 
provide the premises for the church. In carrying out this event, a 
number of mistakes were made on the part of local organizations: when 
identifying the number of believers in the Annunciation parish, some 
villages were missed that did not participate in solving the issue of 
closing the church; premature sealing of the church, without waiting 
for the sanctions of the Bashkir Central Executive Committee; during 
the counting of votes at the meetings, the tellers were appointed only 
from among the non-believers. As a result, during the sealing of the 
church, believers in the number of 100-150 people tried to prevent the 
closure of the church. However, after a shot fired upwards by the 
policeman, the crowd retreated and dispersed to their homes. The 
initiators and organizers of the performance were kulaks, local 
churchmen, including their priest and some of the technical personnel 
of the plant. 


In with. Sikhonkino at a general meeting, on the agenda of which was 
the question of a new law - ESHN, a local priest made a statement about 
lifting the boycott and self-taxation from him. The proposal of 
representatives of the VIC to remove the priest from the meeting was 
met with hostile shouts from the majority of the meeting. Exclamations 
were heard from the crowd: "There is nothing to be afraid of, the Soviet 
power will not last long," etc. The chairman of the village council 
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announced the meeting closed, but the audience continued to 
deliberate, headed by the priest. The assembled greeted the chairman 
of the village council and the authorized representative of the VIK who 
returned after a while with exclamations: "Turn off the lamp, beat 
them", as a result of which those who came again left. 


In with. Udal-Duvanei, a meeting of believers (authorized by the VIC), 
discussing the issue of concluding an agreement for the church, showed 
strong dissatisfaction with the local authorities, made a number of 
decisions, primarily against the closure of the church, for organizing 
communities. The initiators and organizers were the local priest, the 
church head and a group of kulaks and podkulachnikov. The next day, 
when the police tried to arrest the priest and the church elder, a crowd 
of believers gathered, demanding the release of the detainees. Anti- 
Soviet elements led an intensified agitation among the population, up 
to the students of the Ist and 2nd level schools 194. On this basis, there 
have been cases of parents taking their children out of school during 
classes. 


In the village. Safarovo Chishminsky parish at the women's delegate 
meeting, a resolution was passed on the transfer of one mosque (out of 
4 existing in the village) for cultural institutions. In this regard, on April 
8 of this year.a general meeting was called to resolve the issue of 
closing the mosque. More than 200 people attended the meeting, mostly 
"disenfranchised", clergymen, hooligans. A group of kulaks in an 
organized manner raised a noise and shout about the proposed 
candidates for the presidium of the meeting. At the same time, 
swearing and threats were heard against representatives of local 
authorities. Seeing that all attempts to establish order are not yielding 
results, one of the authorities shouted: "Citizens, if you came here to 
fight, then we are at your service." After these words, the 
aforementioned group of kulaks rushed at the official who made the 
above statement. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO 
Kucherov 


Table of movement of strikes at enterprises of the state industry of 
the USSR for March-April 1929 
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Causes of strikes 


IT {I 
6 4 ight 
Metalwo A A A , 9 81 5 leig 
irkers i 6 jeen 


Textil 0 
oonkeis 
5 
hemist 
Ss 
fifte|, 16 76 
Seasons five F 150 


sixte 


Notes: 





* In the document, the total is incorrect, it follows - 4143. 
** Tn the document, the total is incorrect, it follows - 553. 
Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 


Kucherov 
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Review of the political state of the USSR in May 1929 
Top secret 
June 25, 1929 


At the same time, an overview of the political state of the USSR for the 
month of May 1929 is being transmitted. The review was compiled on 
the basis of data from the Information Department. 


This survey, in view of its top-secret nature, should be kept on par with 
the code. Making copies and making extracts is not allowed in any case. 


The PP of the OGPU and the heads of the provincial and regional 
departments of the OGPU can give an overview for reading to the 
secretaries of the regional committees, provincial committees, regional 
committees and the Bureau of the Central Committee of the CPSU (b). 


When reviewing 6 applications and one table. 
Deputy Chairman of the OGPU 

Berry 

Head of the Information Department of the OGPU 
Alekseev 

Workers 

Food difficulties 


In the month of May in a number of districts there were difficulties in 
supplying milk, meat and vegetables (especially potatoes). The rest of 
the products (cereals, sugar, butter) were supplied to the workers and 
other working population of the cities more or less systematically 
(according to the norms). Difficulties in the meat and vegetable market 
(Saratov, Khabarovsk, Nizhny, Moscow, Rostov-on-Don, Shakhtinsky 
district, Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya province, Penza, etc.), as well as a 
slight decrease in bread norms for certain groups of consumers (in Tula, 
Astrakhan, Penza, Kozlov) created the basis for a certain deterioration 
in the mood of certain groups of workers. 
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The greatest hesitation is shown by workers who are closely associated 
with peasant farming. Among this group, there is an increase in peasant 
sentiments and the growth of open kulak agitation on the part of certain 
anti-Soviet elements. 


Due to industrial difficulties, there were only 18 strikes in May 2200 
participants. All strikes are exclusively among seasonal workers. Along 
with the demand for an increase in the supply of bread, seasonal 
workers also made demands for higher wages, motivating the growth 
of food prices (for more details on strikes, see the section "Seasonal 
workers"). 


In a number of cases, these groups of workers noted statements that the 
Party's policy in the countryside is wrong, that "the worker lives at the 
expense of the peasants", that as a result of such a policy "the peasants 
will have nothing to fight for and no one to defend." 


“The bread was taken from the peasants; the peasant is starving and the 
worker lives at his expense. The working class strangled the peasantry 
"(mine number 2 in the Krivoy Rog district. From the speech of a worker 
who has a farm in the countryside). 


“Now the peasants have been squeezed so that they can neither work 
nor live. The peasants’ bread is taken away. It is necessary to give the 
peasants freedom, and not to squeeze, then bread will be for everyone” 
(Saratov brick factory). 


“They took away the grain from the peasants, they will not sow. Until 
the policy of the party changes, we will not have enough bread” (CCM). 


Treating the party's policy in the countryside as "undermining the basis 
of the development of the peasant economy", proving that the basis of 
the difficulties is the party's course towards industrialization, opposing 
collectivization ("collective farms are the return of serfdom to the 
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peasants", "when they began to join collective farms, there were no 
products") , kulak and socially alien elements in enterprises are trying 
to win over to their side young workers in age and work experience 


associated with the countryside. 


“The Soviet power attacked the middle peasant, he, poor fellow, is 
lucky. You say that the poor peasants need help, and that ruined 
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us. The Soviet government raises some idlers, benefits and seeds for the 
poor, but he lies on the stove and spits "(Lyapin power plant, peat 
extraction - Yaroslavl province). 


“The peasant does not need diesel engines and heavy industry. In 
general, light industry is more useful to us, with the help of which we 
can overcome the commodity crisis. The tax policy of the Soviet 
government is unfair to the peasantry. She grabs the middleman by the 
throat and strangles, but to laziness she encourages the poor. We have 
no bread now, because the government exerts great pressure on the 
middle peasant stratum of the countryside, cattle breeding is crushed 
by the tax” (a printing house worker in Moscow has a well-to-do farm 
in the countryside). 


“We are not building collective farms, but letting the middle peasants 
breathe and then there will be enough grain. If this is not done, the 
peasants will not tolerate it. They will organize their union and will 
fight for a piece of bread. The workers will also help the peasants” 
(Yaroslavl Gubernia, peat extraction at the Lyapin Power Plant) 


Strikes and conflicts 


The number of strikes at enterprises in the main industries has 
decreased. At the enterprises of the main industries (metalworkers, 
textile workers, miners, chemists) there were only 4 strikes with 576 
participants. Most of these strikes are related to rationalization 
measures. (In April, there were 18 strikes in these industries with 757 
participants). 


Delayed wages at glass industry enterprises 


At a number of glass factories (Vladimirskaya, Bryanskaya provinces), 
workers were seriously dissatisfied with the delayed wages due to the 
untimely dispatch of money by TSEGOSTrest. In some factories on this 
basis, the delay in wages has become systematic. Dissatisfaction is 
growing in connection with the interruptions in the supply of workers 
with products. In some cases, anti-Soviet individuals incite workers' 
groups to strike. The indebtedness to workers and peasants in some 
factories is 20,000-40,000 rubles. and more. 
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Along the Vladimir lips. untimely wages were issued to workers of 10 
glass factories (Bukharinsky, Vorovsky, Zolotkovsky, Urshelsky, 
"Krasnoe Echo", etc.). 


Conflicts took place at the Bukharinsky, Velikodvorsky and the plant 
them. Vorovsky. 


At the Bukharin plant, a group of workers in the diamond shop (25 
people, headed by a former Socialist-Revolutionary excluded from the 
CPSU (b)), demanded an explanation of the reasons for the delay in 
wages and began to insist before the chairman of the factory committee 
to summon the secretary of the committee, a member of the board of 
the trust and the director of the factory. The group threatened to stop 
working. 


At the glass factory. The thieves’ workers of the Gutten workshop !%, 
who went on another vacation on May 7, received their wages only on 
May 16, and the workers of the other workshops did not receive until 
May 23, while according to the collective agreement, wages must be 
paid no later than May 10. The workers who did not receive their leave 
pay applied to the conflict commission !%so that they would be 
credited with leave not from May 7, but from May 16. The arbitration 
court satisfied the workers’ demands, but the Labor Department 
canceled this decision, causing strong discontent among the 
workers. At the Zolotkovsky plant, interruptions in the payment of 
wages have been noted for about two months. Due to the debt to the 
peasants up to 20,000 rubles. peasants refuse to bring firewood to the 
plant. 


At the Velikodvorsk plant, a group of workers at a meeting convened 
on the issue of delayed wages openly called for a strike. 


A similar situation is observed at glass factories in the Bryansk District 
(Dudorovsky and Bytoshevsky). 


Dissatisfaction of Donbass workers in connection with the revision 
of norms and prices 


At a number of mines of some mining administrations (Shcheglovskoe, 
Ekaterininskoe, Budennovskoe, etc.), in connection with the revision of 
the norms and prices, workers’ discontent is noted. The main reason for 
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dissatisfaction is the lack of training, poor clarification of this measure 
among workers and major mistakes made in the rationing. 


At mine No. 4/5 of the Budyonnovsky Mining Administration (Stalin 
District), 160 workers (underground) went on strike due to the lack of 
clarification on the ongoing revision of the norms and prices and errors 
made by the tariff and regulation bodies, as a result of which 240 surface 
workers had to stop working. The workers went on strike during the 
day, and the loss of production in connection with the strike was about 
30,000 poods. coal. 


It is characteristic that the administration of the mine, preparing in 
April for the revision of the norms and prices, limited itself only to a 
report on this issue to the bureau of the party cell. At the meeting of the 
mine committee and the general meeting of workers, this issue was not 
considered. When they arrived representative of the OS PS pointed out 
the mistakes made to the administration and the mine committee, in 
particular, that the administration, instead of explaining broadly to the 
workers, limited itself only to posting a list of lower prices, an 
extraordinary meeting of the mine committee was called, and then a 
general meeting of workers, but nevertheless, without preparation of a 
pro-active. 


At the same time, it should be noted that at 16 roadways of Ist West 
Bremsberg 1%” tte rates had to be increased by 15%, but the opposite was 
done - the rates were reduced. 


At the convened general meeting (attended by 500 people), all the 
workers who spoke indicated that the administration wanted to reduce 
the cost at the expense of the workers. The meeting lasted about 6 hours 
and ended with a decision to start work, provided that the old prices 
were kept until the issue was worked out by a special commission. In 
addition, the proposal of the representative of the district committee of 
the SG was accepted to dissolve this composition of the council of the 
mine committee. 


Strike sentiment is noted among groups of workers and other mining 


administrations. 


Seasonal workers 
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In May, a number of serious conflicts were noted in areas where 
construction was extensively developed (Ivanovo and Nizhny 
Novgorod industrial regions, Moscow Region, etc.). During the 
reporting month, 58 strikes were registered with more than 6,000 
participants, and the overwhelming majority of strikes were recorded 
in the second half of May (33 strikes); a number of strikes took place on 
the outskirts of the Union (Kyrgyzstan, Georgia, the Urals, Komi- 
Zyryanskaya oblast, etc.), at logging sites, timber rafting, quarries, and 
construction of highways. 


The strikes had their reasons mainly: 1) dissatisfaction with the 
established wages, and in many cases the dissatisfaction is caused by 
the distortion of the basic provisions on wages and labor protection on 
the part of trade organizations and the administration; 2) insufficient 
food ration and interruptions in the supply of products. 


There were 18 strikes, where, along with the demand for an increase in 
wages, workers simultaneously put forward demands for an increase 
in the norm of bread (from 700-800 to 1000 per day and a normal supply 
of food), there were 18 strikes, with the number of participants 
accounting for about 50% of the participants in all strikes among 
seasonal workers. 


A number of strikes involved large groups of workers (200 to 600 
workers). 


Facts are noted when the demands of the workers were of a mercenary 
character. 


At Magnitostroi (Ural), striking groups of workers, with earnings of 7 
rubles. per day demanded a wage increase of 100%. At the 
Shcherbinovskiy brick factory of the Upromtorg of the Moscow Region, 
a group of workers on strike of 120 people demanded an increase in 
earnings from 3 rubles. 16 kopecks. up to 8 rubles. in a day. 


Individual strikes were initiated by anti-Soviet people who found 
themselves in seasonal jobs (former traders expelled from the CPSU (b), 
etc.). 


Below are the facts of the largest strikes among seasonal workers: 
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On May 30, 600 people went on strike at the brick factory No. 1 of 
Ivsilikata. The initiator of the strike was a group of workers and 
wealthy peasants, in addition, a former Komsomol member, a former 
member of the All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks and the 
former head of the Belov plant. A few days before the strike, at the 
general meeting, following the reports of the director and the factory 
committee on the progress of the work, a number of workers demanded 
an increase in prices (compared with last year's prices were reduced by 
15-30 kopecks) and an increase in the bread rate. The speech of the 
chairman of the board of Ivsilikat was disrupted. The discontent of the 
workers after the meeting was fueled by the above-mentioned group 
until May 30. During the period from May 30 to June 6, 144 clay makers 
left work '%%(last year, the clay maker's earnings were 2 rubles 50 
kopecks per day, in the current season their average earnings were 1 
rubles 90 kopecks per day). The plant, in connection with the mass 
exodus of clay makers, was forced to stop the pug mill and switch to a 
manual mill. The plant sent agents to Vologda to recruit workers. 


Two strikes involving 500 workers took place in the Nizhny Novgorod 
region. 


At the military plant No. 80 (Dzerzhinsk), on May 25, 300 diggers went 
on strike, dissatisfied with low prices. The meeting convened the next 
day, May 30, chose two workers and one representative from the 
workers' committee to travel to Moscow to see Comrade Kalinin. This 
proposal passed thanks to the weak leadership of the workers' 
committee. However, the trip of the delegation did not take place. 70 
workers left their jobs, the rest agreed with the old wages. 


Other strikes involving significant groups of workers are also 
noteworthy. 


400 workers - at the forest development of the Moskvotope 
(Temnikovsky district of the Mordovian district of the Middle Volga 
region). The reason is dissatisfaction with the amount of bread given 
out. 


450 workers - at the 5th section of the Northern construction of Turksib 
demanded an increase in prices; did not work from May 21 to May 28, 


318 


as the administration refused the workers' demand, considering it 
unfounded. 


At the head section of the Alkhanchurtovsky Canal (SKK), 200 people 
went on strike, dissatisfied with the interruptions in the supply of 
food. And out of dissatisfaction with prices and non-distribution of 
overalls, 200 workers went on strike at the construction of the Frunze- 
Rybachye highway (Tokmak, Kyrgyzstan). 


Moving on to highlighting the situation at seasonal work in certain 
areas of the Union (Ivanovskaya!%, Nizhny Novgorod industrial 
regions 2, Yaroslavl Gubernia, Samara, Belarus, Siberia, etc.), one 
should first of all note a number of the following points that negatively 
affect the mood of workers: 1) poor technical preparation for the start 
of work (peat extraction at the Lyapin power plant - Yaroslavl Okrug, 
logging of Gubleszaga - Ivanovskaya region.); 2) lack of premises for 
housing; facts were noted when seasonal workers arriving at their place 
of work had to live in sheds (Ivanovo industrial region, Nizhny 
Novgorod region, Siberia, etc.);3) the lack of proper nutrition for 
workers was also noted in a number of districts. In the Kanavinsky 
district (Nizhny Novgorod region) on this basis, many unemployed 
seasonal workers are engaged in begging in the nearby villages. In 
some seasonal jobs, canteens are not equipped, there are no food 
stalls, as a result of which the workers have to queue for a long time for 
food or buy them from private traders (areas of the Ivanovo industrial 
region, gold mines of Siberia); 4) poor organization of labor protection. 


At a number of seasonal jobs, the composition of the administrative and 
technical personnel is littered with anti-Soviet persons and former 
people (especially at timber rafting and brick factories in LBO, where 
administrators are often kulaks-"disenfranchised"”, former shipowners, 
etc.). 


The discontent of the workers in many cases is caused by the gross 
arbitrariness of the administration. 


Re-election of FZK 


The FZK's reporting and re-election campaign in the largest industrial 
regions of the USSR (Moscow industrial region, Ivanovo-Voznesensk 
industrial region, Leningrad and Kharkov) is taking place with low 
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attendance and insufficient activity of workers at the reporting and re- 
election meetings. 


Average attendance 45-50% in some cases drops to 20-15%. The number 
of speakers in the debate is insignificant, especially among the non- 
party workers. 


In some cases, meetings were disrupted several times in a row. At the 
Sosnevskaya weaving factory (Ivanovo-Voznesensk), 10 meetings in a 
row were disrupted. 


Sobolevo-Shchelkovskaya f-ke (Moscow district) - 5,000 workers; out of 
10 planned meetings, only 5 took place (in total, over 25 reporting and 
re-election meetings were disrupted in Moscow and the districts). 


In the Yakovlevskaya factory (Sverdlovsk district, lvanovo-Voznesensk 
industrial region) 5 meetings were not held. 


At the f-ke them. Zinoviev, 7 meetings did not take place at the Cotton 
Factory (Ivanovo-Voznesensk). 


At the Baltic plant "Krasny Vyborzhets" (Leningrad), pre-election 
meetings were disrupted three times in a row (a total of 20 meetings 
were disrupted in Leningrad). 


The reasons for the low attendance and low activity of workers at the 
reporting and re-election meetings were: 1) lack of proper preparation 
on the part of party and trade union cells (often untimely instructing of 
grassroots trade union cells by government departments), 2) weakness 
of mass work at enterprises, and 3) a number of organizational 
omissions (overloading agendas day by extraneous questions, untimely 
notification, selection of weak speakers, etc.). 


In addition, some groups of workers showed unhealthy moods. The 
following statements are characteristic: 


"There is no need for us to go to the re-election, [and] everything has 
already been decided in advance and the candidates are outlined." "The 
reason for the weak work of the FZK is that the leaders of the factory 
committees are party members who are overloaded with work and 
cannot pay due attention to the factory committee work, as non-party 
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workers could do." "Until the factory committee has corrected work, 


until the workers themselves choose it, and not a faction," etc. 


The work of the FZK and CPB in most cases was found to be 
satisfactory.Only at individual meetings (at three meetings in 
Leningrad, at eight meetings of the Moscow industrial region) the work 
of the grassroots trade union organizations was called weak. 


In addition, in a number of cases, resolutions on the reports of the FZK 
and the Central House of Labor noted: 1) inattentive attitude of the FZK 
to production meetings, 2) inattention to the needs of workers, 3) weak 
work of the commission for labor protection and improvement of the 
workers’ life, 4) insufficient attention to socialist competition etc. 


The candidates nominated by the party collectives, in most cases, 
passed (although in some cases not all of those present took part in the 
voting). Only in a few cases was the candidacy of party collectives 
rejected, almost always for business reasons. 


There were only two cases of failure of nominees for non-business 
reasons. So, at a joint meeting of the forging, mechanical and stamping 
shops of KEMZ (Kaluga district of the Moscow industrial region), the 
candidacy of a communist was failed and an anti-Soviet worker who 
spoke at the meeting with anti-Soviet agitation was nominated for the 
FZK. At a meeting of the Pesochinskaya department (ibid.), The speech 
of the party secretary was greeted with shouts: "Down with us, we will 
choose ourselves." As a result, the nominations outlined by the cell 
were completely failed. When discussing a number of organizational 
issues, a group of workers shouted from their seats: “We will not accept 
a single proposal from the Party. It deceives us, imposes its own 
communists, who are dragging along in the tail of the plant 
management. The party to us last year recommended its party 
members, who now have to drive out with a whistle. We don't need 
communists; the party is not ours. " 


(The CC commission to examine the state of the party organization 
stated the unauthority of the cell and the disintegration of individual 
communists. The party organization has been rehabilitated. Re- 
elections of the FZK took place again). 
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The speeches of the anti-Soviet element (three speeches in the Ivanovo- 
Voznesensk industrial region, five speeches in Leningrad, 14 speeches 
in the Moscow industrial region), directed against attending re-election 
meetings and communist candidacies, in most cases were not 
successful. Only a few meetings, due to a lack of proper preparation, 
were held in an unhealthy environment. As, for example: at a meeting 
of the Busgerstroy building (Baumansky district of Moscow province - 
20 workers) one of the carpenters made a proposal: “I am opposed to 
the presence of communists here at our meeting. They came here to 
strengthen the party leadership. I think we can do without them. " At 
the meeting, the communists were not allowed to speak with shouts: 
“Down with the communists. You have no word "and so on. 


At the joint meeting of the Shoe Factory named after Worker Finkelstein 
(Trotskyist) criticized the work of the FZK from the Profintern 
(Kharkov). Most of the workers reacted sympathetically to his speech 
and expressed fears that he could be arrested. When some of the 
workers of the trade union committee tried to oppose Finkelstein, the 
workers did not allow them to speak with shouts: "Enough, we know 


" 


you. 


At the general factory meeting of the plant. Engels (Leningrad), the 
statement of one worker that "under Soviet rule the workers are more 
oppressed than under the tsarist regime," a significant group of workers 
applauded. 


Social Competition Campaign Progress 


While meeting sympathy and support among the bulk of the workers, 
the campaign for socialist competition runs up against inertia and 
organizational laxity on the part of individual factory organizations, on 
a number of excesses and distortions on the part of the 
administration. Associated with this is the passive and even hostile 
attitude of certain groups of workers to the campaign. 


As a result of the top, hasty campaign and the weakness of explanatory 
work, meetings of workers at a number of enterprises were disrupted 
and crumpled. The workers developed a misunderstanding of this 
issue and, in some cases, a negative attitude towards it. 
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At the Tula Arms Factory (machine gun workshop), for example, a 
conversation about the importance of socialist competition was held at 
lunchtime, 10 minutes before the start of work. The conversation, of 
course, was carried out in a hurry, with the complete passivity of the 
workers. 


In other cases, all preparatory work was limited to a meeting, and only 
party activists were involved in the campaign. 


At the Barrikady plant (Stalingrad), only party members from the boiler 
shop were allocated to sign the competition agreement, despite the fact 
that the rest of the shops were also to take part in the competition. 


The indicated shortcomings and blunders in the work of individual 
plant organizations, the inability to involve the working masses in 
competition in the presence of general points that negatively affect the 
mood of the workers (food difficulties, revision of norms and prices), 
caused negative attacks and unhealthy moods among backward groups 
of workers and an increase in demagogic protests from the side of anti- 
Soviet elements. 


“We ought to feed the workers earlier, and then compete; half-starved 
people will do nothing anyway” (“Red October’). 


“Not very long ago, they shouted about criticism and self-criticism, 
gave up - took up absenteeism and increased productivity, and now 
they are putting on the yoke of competition and want the workers to 
put chains on each other” (Samara). 


"The competition is a false approach of the party to further reduce 
wages - let Messrs. Communists take care of this business" 
(Nakhichevan, factory of Donshweiprom). 


The creation of unhealthy sentiments among the workers was 
facilitated by the khvostist and anti-party behavior of certain members 
of the CPSU (b), who expressed themselves, for example, in this way: 


“You workers are right, life is getting stifling, the pressure is 
increasing. Although I am a member of the party, I do not agree with 
such cruelty in putting pressure on the worker” (textile workshop of 
the Tula arms factory). 
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“The speaker lied to us all. She talked about raising productivity and 
labor discipline, and it turns out that the worker has a yoke on his neck 
and all that remains is to fasten it and wait for orders from above. And 
our rulers, like bloody leeches, are happy to try to suck the blood of the 
worker at any time” (conversation among a group of workers at the 
power plant of an arms factory, member of the CPSU (b), after a party 
meeting). 


Passivity and discontent among certain groups of workers were also 
conditioned by indifference and sometimes even direct distortions 
made by administrative and technical personnel during socialist 
competition. 


So, at the 5th Kozhzavod (Rostov-on-Don), where a number of workers 
voluntarily lowered their prices, the plant's administration started 
"bargaining" with them for an even greater reduction in prices. 


At the Profintern plant (Bryansk), a blacksmith of the open-hearth shop 
made a proposal that made it possible to reduce two people (instead of 
four workers, one of the jobs was serviced by two). 


After examining the proposal, the administration actually cut two 
people, including the one who submitted the application, leaving one 
of the kulak peasants at work. 


At a number of enterprises, the involvement of the working masses in 
the practical deployment of socialist competition is hampered by the 
negligence or passivity of the administrative and technical personnel, 
who do not take sufficient measures to eliminate technical 
shortcomings in production, the inactivity of production commissions, 
etc. 


Anti-Soviet activity of the unworked population of cities. Religious 
speaking 


The active participants in the protests were mainly merchants, 
homeowners, "disenfranchised", etc. In a number of cases, protests 
against the closure of churches took a sharply anti-Soviet and anti- 
Semitic tinge. The slogans are characteristic: "to exterminate all 
communists and Komsomol members, and especially Jews", "beat the 
communists, workers, Komsomol members, beat everyone with 
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portfolios." It should be especially noted that the size and severity of 
the mass demonstrations was determined in a number of cases by the 
inept and formal approach of local organizations to the closure of 
churches. 


On May 20, the Kimry City Council (Tverskaya Gubernia), without the 
consent of the Ukom and the PEC, allocated a commission to close one 
of the churches on the basis of a message from the Tver GIK that the 
All-Russian Central Executive Committee rejected the petition of 
believers to leave the church in their use. Before the commission 
arrived, a crowd had gathered outside the churches. The commission 
was greeted with an alarm bell. Residents from nearby villages came 
running to the alarm. A crowd of up to 2,000 people actively resisted 
the commission. Individual citizens beat the policemen and workers 
and Komsomol members passing by the church, shouting: "Beat the 
communists, workers, Komsomol members, beat everyone with 
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portfolios.” "Give bread, you destroy everything, do not build." 


On the night of May 21, believers set up a watch near the church. The 
alarm bell sounded several times at night. Up to 2-3 hours. At night, a 
small crowd stood near the church, continuing to beat passers-by. The 
initiators and active participants in the speech consist exclusively of 
former traders and persons deprived of their electoral rights. Active 
participants in the speech were arrested. 


A major conflict was during the closure of the cemetery church in the 
mountains. Efremov, Tula province. (see Appendix [No. 1]). 


Anti-Soviet activity among youth 


It is necessary to note the intensification of anti-Soviet activity among 
pupils of the 2nd grade [of the school] in recent months (mainly the 
distribution of leaflets). The leaflets are monarchist and pogromous. On 
May Day and before Easter, leaflets and anonymous inscriptions in 
some schools campaigned for the celebration of Easter. Food difficulties 
were also reflected in the leaflets. "Give us a king with bread, down 
with the Soviets." “To exterminate all communists and Komsomol 
members, and especially Jews” (Roslavl, Smolensk province, Syzran, 
Kostroma, Tula, Artyomovsk district). 
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Village 
Grain procurement 


Grain harvesting in May was extremely weak, holding the same level 
and giving only small deviations in five-day periods up to the sixth 
five-day period in May. In some areas in the 4th and 5th five-day days 
of May, procurements fell to several hundred tons of bread (Central 
Black Earth Region - on the 4th five-day period - 632, NWO - on the 4th 
[five-day period] - 325, Ural - in the 4th [ five days] - 546, on the 5th [five 
days] - 336). 


The sixth five-day period in May, from the moment of the widespread 
use of measures of public influence of the poor and middle peasant 
masses on the malicious holders of grain (kulaks and well-to-do 
peasantry), in almost all regions and in the Union as a whole, is 
characterized by the onset of a turning point in grain procurement. 


In the Central Black Earth Region, 6962 tons were harvested in one sixth 
five-day period against 3100 tons in the previous 25 days. Comparative 
data for other regions for the same period are given by: SVO - 3643 and 
3642; Ukrainian SSR - 31686 and 29018. The exceptions are the Urals and 
Siberia. Throughout the Urals, grain procurements continued to follow 
a downward curve. In Siberia, grain procurement, having decreased 
from 9536 tons in the second to 4770 in the fifth, over the last 5 days of 
May gave only 7974 tons of grain. 


The sixth five-day period in May, which gave a significant increase in 
grain procurement, nevertheless, did not correct, with the exception of 
Ukraine, the weak results of the first 25 days. 


The grain procurement plan was fulfilled by only 42.8% (against 55.2% 
of the April plan). 


Such a weak rate of procurement in the listed regions is by no means 
explained by the exhaustion of the peasant's grain surplus. An 
unofficial sample survey carried out in a number of districts revealed 
the presence of large surpluses of bread among the well-to-do and 
kulaks, who currently have a surplus of bread from 250 to 2000 
poods. for one kulak farm (NVK, TsCHO, SVO, SKK).Some of the 
middle peasants also have fewer large surpluses. The kulaks and the 


326 


well-to-do, persisting in the surrender of grain surpluses to the state 
and selling it in a relatively small amount on the private market, despite 
the use of a boycott, continued to hide bread, burying it in pits, 
distributing loans and storage to fellow villagers to the poor and middle 
peasants. 


The drop in grain procurements in May is largely due to objective 
reasons: muddy roads and the beginning of intensive field work (spring 
sowing), as well as the wait-and-see attitude of the peasants, who 
refrained from exporting all surpluses until the final determination of 
the types of winter crops and the state of spring sowing. 


At the same time, the slow rate of grain procurement was due to a 
certain drop in the activity of the procurement apparatus and the lower 
Soviet and party organizations and numerous excesses in their work. 


Negative moments in the work of the procurement apparatus, 
grassroots Soviet and party organizations 


Insufficient assimilation and preparedness of the Soviet and party 
organizations and procurement apparatus to carry out grain 
procurements by new methods of social influence on the kulaks and the 
wealthy who hold their bread and, in this regard, insufficient energetic 
and correct application in practice of the Party and government 
directives, lack or inadequacy of work to organize the poor and the 
middle peasants around the issue of strengthening grain procurements 
were one of the main reasons for the weak rate of grain procurements 
in May, and especially in terms of the export of grain by large holders 
of it. 


The directives on the need to increase the rate of grain procurement 
caused some confusion or passivity among some of the workers of the 
grassroots government and party members, which found expression in 
"peasant sentiments", refusal to work, "tailism", the desire to lubricate 
the class line, equalize the kulak with the middle peasant. 


In with. At the village party meeting, the secretary of the local party cell 
said to Chertanovka of the Syzran District (SVO): “There is no more 
bread. Something must be done; this situation is no longer intolerable. 


" 
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In with. Elan-Koleno Borisoglebsk district (TsCHO), a local member of 
the CPSU (b) said: “We are tired of these grain procurements, and the 
okrug does not calm down.I have already lost all patience and 
resourcefulness when pumping out bread. " 


In a number of places, these sentiments resulted in direct opposition to 
grain procurements, connivance and assistance of the workers of the 
Soviet apparatus to the kulaks and the well-to-do in hiding grain, etc. 


All L. N. Sloboda of the Tambov District, a member of the village 
council at a meeting of the village council regarding grain 
procurements, said: "It is necessary to boycott not us, grain donors, but 
the Central Executive Committee and the workers, for they receive a lot 
of salaries." 


Belgorodsky district, Veselo-Lopansky district. The receiver of the 
Resurrection Cooperative said to the peasants who brought the bread: 
"Why are you fools carrying grain, you would hide it, because the 
authorities are engaged in robbery." 


In with. Zlobino of the Samara District, the village council, on the 
initiative of the chairman (candidate of the All-Union Communist 
Party), stopped the boycott against a group of kulaks and the wealthy, 
some of whom have up to 200 poods. surplus bread. 


Similar cases have occurred in a number of other areas. 


Along with this, a lack of understanding of the new methods of 
practical implementation of directives on grain procurements led to 
excesses (administrative pressure, which in some cases resulted in 
mockery of the peasants) and distortions of the class line, which hurt 
the middle peasant and, in some cases, the poor, which, in turn, caused 
in these areas their negative attitude both to the methods of economic 
and social influence on the malicious holders of grain, and, ultimately, 
to the grain procurements themselves. 


On the hut. In the Zhutovo Stalingrad District (NVK), the authorized 
RIK at the meeting said: "I will not let you plow until you complete the 
grain procurement." To the objection of the peasants that he is 
disrupting the sowing campaign, he said: "I do not care about the 
sowing campaign, I carry out grain procurement." 
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In with. Chernoboy of the Shevchenko District (Ukraine), a grain 
procurement commissioner, a member of the All-Union Communist 
Party, summoned non-donors of bread to the village council and beat 
them until they gave their consent to export the bread. All were beaten 
(in two steps) up to 20 people, among them several middle peasants, 
one of whom is still in the hospital. (The authorized person was held 
accountable). 


The most common types of curvature of the class line must be 
attributed, first of all, to the incorrect distribution of tasks according to 
the control figures of grain procurements in individual settlements, 
without taking into account kulak farms and the probable presence of 
grain surpluses, and in the distribution of tasks among farms - cases of 
an equalizing approach or giving incommensurate with capacity farms 
with assignments for the export of grain. As a result, in a number of 
cases - over-taxation of the middle peasants, who are forced to pay 
higher than the kulak ones, given much smaller farms. One of the 
reasons for this was the penetration in some cases into the composition 
of the commissions for assisting the grain procurement of the kulaks. 


Cameblyudovsky village council of the Artyomovsky district. The 
grain procurement commissioners carried out all their work based on 
the fulfillment of the target figures for grain procurement by the middle 
peasants and the poor, without affecting the kulak element. 


Stts. Novo-Little Russian Kuban District. The village council has spread 
out the task for the export of grain to 300 farms at 15-25 poods. for each, 
despite the fact that these farms included kulak farms with large 
surpluses of grain. 


Stts. Novo-Minskaya Donskoy District. The well-to-do got the task to 
take out 80 poods. bread, and the middle peasant - 100 poods. 


He sat down. Teresa of the Volsky district. The local poor man Vlasov 
was aSked to hand over 4 poods. bread despite the fact that he does not 
have a land plot and did not sow at all this year. The poor man bought 
this amount of bread and, handing it over, said: "This is how the Soviet 
government got to the poor." 
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Stts. Novo-Minskaya Donskoy District. The poor man, who has 7 acres 
of sowing and two horses, was ordered to take out 100 poods, and the 
wealthy, who has 16 acres of sowing and 4 horses, is taxed for 5 poods. 


In with. Kezmino of the Ulyanovsk District, three local kulaks entered 
the assistance commission. The secretary of the VKP (b) cell, present at 
the elections, did not object to such a composition of the commission. 


On the hut.Semokhin of the Stalingrad District, the Assistance 
Commission was established on the initiative of the wealthy. The 
detection method is walking around the yards. The grain procurement 
officer only authorized the commission's actions, without doing 
anything on his part. The Commission did not identify any surplus. 


On the hut. On the initiative of the well-to-do and with the sanction of 
the grain procurement officer in Kumovsky, the so-called "self-check" 
was created, which consisted in the fact that all citizens pledged to 
"check" the neighbor's bread availability. As a result of this check, no 
surplus was found. 


The attitude of the poor and middle peasants to the new methods of 
grain procurement 


Almost everywhere grain procurements take place in an atmosphere of 
extremely aggravated class struggle and sharp opposition from the 
kulaks and the wealthy, with the increased activity of the bulk of the 
poor and middle peasants everywhere. 


The poor and a significant part of the middle peasantry in areas where 
the directives of the government and the party are correctly applied, 
approving new methods of grain procurement, takes an active part in 
identifying surplus grain from the kulaks and the wealthy, encouraging 
the latter to export grain to procurement points. 


It should be noted, however, that in some areas, as a result of the 
agitation of the kulaks and the wealthy, spreading rumors that “the 
kulaks and the well-to-do are just the beginning, and then they will take 
over the middle peasants and the poor,” and especially in areas where 
the poor are experiencing difficulties (“ they will take bread from the 
kulaks, and we will be left without bread ”), individual actions of the 
middle peasants and poor peasants against further grain procurement, 
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cases of refusal to participate in the work to promote grain 
procurements, cases of deviations [from] the target figures were 
recorded. 


Anti-Soviet manifestations on the basis of grain procurements 


On the basis of increased pressure on grain procurements, the anti- 
Soviet activity of the kulak increased enormously. The kulaks respond 
to pressure with decisive resistance. The kulak terror intensified against 
the Soviet workers and rural activists, poor and middle peasants, 
participating in the work to strengthen grain procurements (beatings, 
arson, murders, etc. became more frequent). 


In with. Rochki of the Sumy District (Ukrainian SSR) on the night of 
May 31 to June 1, a representative of the district committee for grain 
procurement, a member of the CPSU, was killed. When the detained 
killers were escorted to the district point, an unknown armed group 
attempted to recapture the detainees. 


In stts. In the Dondukovskaya Maikop district (SKK), during the arrival 
of the commission for the production of an inventory of property, up to 
50 women with children and relatives of the kulaks fled to the kulak, 
who did not hand over the surplus bread. The fist, urging the audience 
to resist, grabbed the iron pitchfork, intending to stab the chairman of 
the commission. 


The number of terrorist attacks and their nature on the basis of the 
struggle against grain procurements, according to incomplete data, in 
May in four main regions is represented by the following table: 


CCM ECO 








By terrorizing the workers of the Soviet apparatus and the active poor, 
the kulaks provoke the population to provide massive resistance to 
grain procurements. In the month of May, 16 mass demonstrations 
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motivated by resistance to grain procurements (with the number of 
participants reaching 200-300 people) were registered in the Union, 10 
of them in Ukraine, 2 of the SKK, etc. 


Dnepropetrovsk district, with. Yuryevka.On May 30, during the 
inventory of property, a crowd of middle peasants, led by the kulaks, 
armed with clubs, gathered near the local kulak. In response to their 
threats of reprisal, the authorized RIK, who made the inventory, was 
forced to give a warning shot. The kulaks are spreading rumors that the 
villagers are arming themselves, "preparing cartridges and will not be 
silent." 


In with. Petrovsky, Armavir District (GKK) On May 30, there was a 
mass demonstration of women (up to 300 people) demanding to stop 
procurement. The crowd recaptured and returned the property taken 
from them to the three kulaks. In a collision, the crowd tried to disarm 
the Komsomol member accompanying the property (see Appendix 
[No. 2]). 


Food difficulties in the village 
Central provinces 


The food situation in rural areas of a number of provinces of the Center 
(Kaluga, Yaroslavl, Tverskaya, lvanovo-Voznesenskaya, Ryazanskaya, 
Tulskaya, Vladimirskaya, etc.) continues to remain tense. The food 
situation has worsened in some areas of Ryazan province. The rate for 
giving out bread to the poor has been reduced from £ 10 to £7 per eater 
per month. 


Food situation in Kaluga province. continues to escalate. A significant 
part of the middle peasants’ grain reserves are depleted or on the eve of 
complete depletion. The sale of livestock in exchange for bread has 
increased. In some villages of Spas-Demensky u. the poor and part of 
the middle peasants sold almost all the cattle. In a number of villages, 
up to 30-35% of the population feeds exclusively on the sale of livestock 
in exchange for bread. 


In the Vladimir province. the supply of bread to the rural population 
deteriorated. The regional union during May received almost no bread 
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at all to supply the poor peasants in need. The market price for bread 
rose to 12-14 rubles. [for] pood. 


An increase in the delivery of grain in the month of May to Ivanovo- 
Voznesensk, Yaroslavl and Tver provinces did little to improve the 
situation in the countryside since the increase in deliveries occurred 
almost exclusively due to an improvement in the supply of cities and 
industrial centers. 


In the Yaroslavl province. the most unfavorable situation is in the flax- 
growing and vegetable-growing regions. The overwhelming majority 
of the population of almost all regions eats surrogate bread. 


In the Tula province. - on the eve of depletion of stocks and surrogates 
of bread. 


In connection with the good condition of winter crops in May, the mood 
of the population improved somewhat. 


Nevertheless, the jealousy of the middle peasants towards the poor 
continues to manifest itself on the basis of the predominant supply of 
grain to the poor from the cooperatives. 


In the central provinces, in connection with the withdrawal from the 
supply of a part of the middle peasants, such sentiments tend to grow 
further. 


In the Ivanovo-Voznesensk province. the middle peasants, removed 
from the supply, organized a mass demonstration (see Appendix [No. 


2)). 


In Ivanovo-Voznesensk, Ryazan and, to a lesser extent, in almost all 
central provinces, among the middle peasants, and especially among 
the wealthy peasants, there is a tendency to quit the cooperatives: “We 
all need to gather a meeting and abandon the cooperative, since there 
is still no bread. Let the poor remain alone and contribute their 
share. They receive flour, and they pull money from us” (Ryazan 
province). 


Leningrad and Northern regions (LVO) 


With the exception of the border areas of Velikoluksky and Pskov 
districts, where the situation with grain supply to the countryside in 
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May improved slightly compared to April, in other districts the 
situation remains tense, and in some districts it has worsened. 


The intensification of the delivery of grain in May does not even cover 
the increase in the need for bread, due to the increase in the middle 
peasants who need it, who have used up their insignificant reserves of 
grain. 


In connection with interruptions in grain supply, the situation in the 
Arkhangelsk province, AKSSR and in the Lodeino-Polsky district, 
which had not previously experienced any special acuteness of 
production difficulties, significantly aggravated. 


In Luga, Pskov, Leningrad, Velikoluksky, Novgorod districts and 
Vologda province. numerous cases of eating up of crops by the poor 
have been recorded. In some districts, there are entire villages where 
more than half of the seeds have been eaten even before sowing (village 
Kostelevo, Kharitonikha, Valdai district, village Zhukovo, Konchansky 
district, and others - Borovichi district). 


Diseases have become more frequent in a number of districts due to 
exhaustion from malnutrition and the use of bread surrogates. 


During the reporting period, 81 cases of diseases and swelling were 
registered in 5 districts, of which 6 were fatal. The largest number of 
diseases falls on the Pskov district - 46 cases. 


Sale, slaughter and death of livestock (due to lack of fodder), which 
took on a massive character in the Leningrad and Luga districts, began 
to decrease in May. 


In the Pskov and Velikie Luki districts, starvation increased 
begging. Some poor people leave their households and the whole 
family go to Leningrad and other cities to begging (Rykovsky, Idritsky, 
Nevelsky districts of Velikoluksky district). The unauthorized 
resettlement of starving peasants to more grain-growing regions 
(Siberia, the Volga region) is not decreasing. The settlers completely 
liquidate their farms, selling off property and agricultural implements 
for a pittance. 


The well-to-do and kulaks, taking advantage of the plight of the poor 
and low-powered peasants, enslave the poor. 
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Pskov District. In the village. Vaksino of the Border Village Council, a 
poor man for 15 pounds of bread worked for a week at the kulak. 


In the village. Vorevo, Slavsky district, a poor man handed over to the 
prosperous a tithe of land that had already been sown for bread. 


BVO 


The food situation in a number of districts of the BSSR deteriorated 
again in May. The food situation is especially acute in the Orsha, 
Polotsk, Vitebsk, Mozyr and Mogilev districts. 


In the Polotsk District, an acute need for bread is felt in all districts. In 
the Vitebsk district, in three districts and 12 village councils, there is a 
complete lack of bread not only among the poor, but also among the 
middle peasants. 


The number of people who eat bread substitutes is constantly growing. 
Cases of illness and death from wasting have been reported. 


In the village. Polynovshchina of the Kartashevsky village council of 
the Polotsk district a woman died due to hunger. 


The poor and part of the middle peasants, who completely used up 
their grain reserves, even before the start of the sowing campaign, 
began to eat spring seeds (Vitebsk, Orsha, Polotsk districts), refusing to 
sow a part of the crop area. Due to hunger, the cases of the poor selling 
off their last livestock in exchange for bread have become more 
frequent. In the Vitebsk district, among the poor and low-powered 
middle peasants, there is a great desire to move to more productive 
areas. 


The mood of the poor and low-power middle peasants is depressed. 


Isolated cases of anti-Soviet actions of the poor with threats of 
destruction of cooperatives, warehouses, etc. 


Polotsk District. In the village. Lozovka the laborer, having not 
received bread from the cooperative, urged to smash the cooperative 
and beat the cooperatives. 
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The kulaks and the anti-Soviet part of the well-to-do peasantry, trying 
to use the discontent of the poor, incite the latter to active anti-Soviet 
protests: let's take”” (Minsk district). 


Smolensk lips. 


The situation with the grain supply of the rural population of the 
province is tense. The delivery of bakery products is insufficient and 
irregular. The situation was complicated by the reduction in the 
delivery of grain to the province on the basis of the flax procurement 
fund, the depletion of the poor fund and the almost complete cessation 
of the expenditure of the garnets tax, the remnants of which were 
reserved in case of extreme need. 


The number of those in need is constantly increasing. If in April 25 
wagons of bread were released to supply the rural poor, of which 2 kg 
of flour per month was satisfied at the rate of 2 kg of flour per month 
for the eater of 15-20% of those in need, then in May, due to the increase 
in the number of people in need of bread, 75 wagons were needed to 
meet those in need in the same proportion. Meanwhile, the import has 
not increased. 


The mood of the poor, in great need of bread, is depressed. Group visits 
by the hungry to village councils and cooperatives demanding bread 
have become more frequent. 


In Lovskoye PO Kopyrevshchanskaya vol. Yartsevsky u. daily peasants 
come in large groups, demanding bread, otherwise threatening to start 
a riot. 


Ukraine 


The food situation in a large area of a number of districts in southern 
Ukraine is very difficult. 


There are numerous cases of hunger, eating substitutes for bread, 
swelling and diseases due to exhaustion, in a number of cases resulting 
in death (see Appendix [No. 2]). 


The unauthorized migration to Siberia of starving people from Odessa, 
Krivoy Rog, Nikolaev districts and the AMSSR has intensified. 
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In the Kherson district and the AMSSR, cases of enslavement by the 
kulaks of the starving poor have become more frequent. 


AMSSR. All L. Kharitonovka, Balta region, the starving poor sold their 
lands to the kulaks on fictitious deals. Poor Makevich rented out a tithe 
of land for a pood of bread. 


The progressively increasing government aid to the starving 
population is significantly alleviating the severity of the situation. The 
food situation of the poor at the present time in comparison with the 
winter months, in general, with the exception of certain districts, is 
more favorable in the Ukrainian SSR. 


However, the aggravation of industrial difficulties in certain districts 
(Krivoy Rog, Nikolaevsky) caused alarm among the poor and middle 
peasants. Under the influence of agitation by the kulaks and the well- 
to-do, in a number of cases, the poor demanded an end to grain 
procurements, fearing to be left without bread (“They will take it away 
from the kulaks and the state will not give it’). 


Along with this, sharp anti-kulak sentiments were noted. 


Anger against the kulaks, who were holding back grain and refusing to 
sell it to the poor, in some cases resulted in anti-kulak terror on the part 
of the poor (arson of property, etc.). 


In one of the villages of the Kremenchug district, the poor, dissatisfied 
with the kulaks, which inflate the price of bread, set fire to the kulak 
and when asked the poor people why they did not help to extinguish, 
they said: “It's a pity you extinguish that not everything will burn 
out. How can it not burn if the starving one does not give a piece of 
bread? Tears the last skin off him. Let them teach them a lesson, so they 
won't tear the skin of the hungry. " 


Recently, there has been a noticeable increase in the activity of 
clergymen who use the depressed mood of the hungry for the purpose 
of religious propaganda: “We endure because we have forgotten God, 
and he punishes us. We must pray and turn to God for help” (Kherson 
District). 


North Caucasus 
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The eastern regions of the Stavropol, Shakhtinsko-Donetsk, Salsk and 
Donskoy districts are experiencing a more or less acute form of 
industrial difficulties. The food situation in these areas in May, 
compared to April, significantly deteriorated, which is explained by a 
sharp drop in decentralized grain procurements and a decrease in the 
receipt of the grinding harvest, since with the onset of field work, the 
peasantry almost stopped grinding grain, having made stocks of flour 
for the summer. Meanwhile, until now, these were the only sources for 
supplying the starving regions with bread. 


In connection with the reduction in the receipt of the milling harvest 
and grain from decentralized grain procurements in May, only 
agricultural enterprises of regional and all-Union significance 
(kenaf 7° plantations, tobacco growing, etc.) were supplied in a 


planned manner. 


On the basis of aggravation of food difficulties, there have been 
registered cases of sale and exchange of draft animals for bread, lease 
of land to kulaks on enslaving terms and the use of crops for food 
(Stavropol District). 


In the Black Sea region, up to 30 cases of diseases and one case of death 
of an infant due to maternal exhaustion from hunger have been 
registered. 


DVK 


The food situation in the Chita, Khabarovsk and Amur districts is very 
tense. The eastern regions of the Chita region are in a particularly 
difficult situation. 


The number of hungry people is constantly increasing. Cases of hunger, 
eating substitutes for bread and diseases on this basis have become 
more frequent. 


Every day, peasants come to VIK in groups, demanding bread. 


Permission to purchase bread abroad in exchange for agricultural 
products did little to improve the situation, since, on the one hand, 
Chinese merchants, taking advantage of the extremely difficult 
situation of the Russian population, incredibly lowered the prices of 
products offered in exchange for bread, and on the other hand, the poor 
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do not have surplus agricultural products for export (Byrkinsky district 
of the Chita district). 


In the Amur Okrug, aggravation of food difficulties is observed not 
only in areas adjacent to the Amur, but also in areas that until recently 
did not feel a particular acuteness in the food situation (Ivanovsk, 
Tambovsk, Mikhailovsky region). 


In the Yekaterino-Nikolsky district, local authorities have allowed the 
purchase of bread in China. In exchange for bread, 41 horses were sold, 
during April 15-25, the peasants purchased about 1978 poods. different 
bakery products. Yet the population's need for bread was not met. 


In some settlements of the Khingano-Arkharinsky, Ignatievo, Amuro- 
Zeya districts and others, many poor families are literally starving. 


The mood of the poor is very tense: "Our government does not care 
about us, there is no bread, there is nowhere to get it, famine sets in" 
(Chita District). “It is necessary, citizens, to take up arms again and start 
a war, let the government know how to govern the people” 
(Khabarovsk Okrug). 


In the Amur district in the village. The koltsovka poor, having 
absolutely no bread, having arranged a general meeting, asked the RIK 
to supply them with bread. Having received a refusal, the poor at a 
secondary meeting decided: "All the grain in the public barn in the 
amount of 92 poods shall be divided among themselves" (the eater got 
19 pounds each). In the Chita district, on the basis of industrial 
difficulties, a group of starving poor peasants in the amount of 30 
people organized robbery of the koopskpad, taking five bags of flour. 


Mass performances 


In the month of May, according to incomplete data, 83 mass 
demonstrations were recorded against 121 demonstrations in April. 


A slight decrease in the number of mass demonstrations in May is 
almost exclusively due to Siberia, where only four mass demonstrations 
were recorded in May against 79 in April. Whereas in most other 
regions (Central Industrial Region, Central Chernobyl Region, BSSR, 
Western Region 2”), on the contrary, there is an increase in the number 
of mass demonstrations. 
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The following table gives an idea of the nature of performances in 
individual regions: 
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of mass demonstrations. 


The increase in the number of religious performances is mainly due to 
the Easter holidays. A significant part of religious performances is 
recorded precisely on Easter holidays. As in April, a significant part of 
religious demonstrations had errors and excesses in the area of anti- 
religious propaganda of local Soviet and public organizations, which, 
without an appropriate explanatory campaign and taking into account 
the mood of the peasantry, carried out such events as closing churches, 
banning bell ringing, and the priest's walking around the village. with 
a prayer service, etc. 


In Ryazan lips. in with. The little girl, a crowd of peasants in the amount 
of 150 people, agitated by the priest, dispersed the VIC commission, 
which had arrived to disassemble the foundation of the unfinished 
church. In with. Gorlochevka in the same province, a crowd of women 
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(50 people) disrupted work on the dismantling of the bell tower, closed 
by a resolution of the GIK. 


Kozlovsky district. In with. A crowd of peasants (100 people) came to 
the site of the former church, which was being converted into a school, 
being overrated by the priest and a group of kulaks, demanding that 
the work be stopped and threatening to be destroyed. After persuasion, 
the crowd dispersed. 


Penza district. In with. Pokrovskie-Mittens, a crowd of 1,500 gathered 
by the churchmen surrounded the commission that had come for a 
technical inspection of the church, beat up the technician, the chairman 
and a member of the village council. The fleeing technician and his 
guards — two Komsomol members — were stoned again by a group of 
50 peasants. 


As a result of the increase in anti-Soviet activity of churchmen in recent 
years, mass protests in defense of clergy deserve attention. However, 
the slogan of protecting the clergy is often only a pretext to provoke the 
peasants to openly anti-Soviet protests against campaigns in the 
countryside, in particular, against pressure on the kulaks in the area of 
grain procurement. The following fact is characteristic. 


In the Balashov district (NVK) in the village. Sofyino, Serdobsky 
District, a mass protest of peasants, which arose in connection with the 
collection of rent arrears from the priest and took place under the slogan 
of protecting the priest "from the persecution of the Soviet regime", 
began on April 30, and was eliminated only on May 15. In order to 
protect the priest, a night watch of "peasant patrols" was established 
near his apartment. Under the leadership of the kulaks-churchmen, a 
meeting was held at which the village council was re-elected, the 
boycott of the kulaks and the well-to-do was lifted, it was proposed to 
leave the village within two days. school (a prominent public worker - 
anti-religious), delegates were elected for a trip to Moscow and it was 
decided not to give out the initiators of the speech to the authorities. On 
May 14, the kulaks introduced a "state of siege" in the village, setting 
up pickets, whose duty was to check all persons, passing and passing 
through the village. (12 people of leaders and initiators of the speech 
were arrested in the case). 
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The increase in the number of mass demonstrations on the basis of land 
management is explained by the deployment of spring land 
management work and the allocation of land to collective farms 
organized for spring sowing campaigns. Arising as a consequence of 
the active opposition of the kulaks to land management in general and 
collective farm construction in particular, mass protests in connection 
with land management have the most protracted and active 
character. In a number of cases, speeches in connection with land 
management ended with dispersal of land surveyors and beating them 
(see Appendix [No. 4]). 


Anti-Soviet manifestations of the kulaks and churchmen during the 
celebration of May 1 and anti-Easter campaign 


In connection with the celebration of May 1 and the anti-religious 
campaign on the days of Easter 2° in the BSSR, Ukraine, Western 
region. and individual provinces of the Center (Ryazan Gubernia. and 
others) registered a number of active protests of churchmen against the 
public organizations of the village. Of the 48 mass and group anti- 
Soviet demonstrations on religious grounds, registered in May, 38 fell 
on the first days of May. 


Some of these speeches were due to the inept, tactless actions of local 
public organizations during the anti-Easter campaign, which were not 
slow to take advantage of the clergy, who mobilized broad masses of 
believers around the slogan "protection of religion from the 
encroachments of atheists”. 


For example, in the Gomel district of the BSSR, in the Vetka district, the 
Rechkovskaya cell of the CPSU (b), after the celebration of the first 
furrow on May 5, decided to go to the priest and convince him that his 
activities are causing harm and forcing him to renounce his dignity. The 
priest and the deacon, having learned about this decision, carried out 
appropriate training among the believers in advance, and when the 
representatives allocated by the cell arrived at the priest's house, a 
crowd of 200 people (mostly women) called by the alarm bells, 
shouting: "Let's tear the communists who came to take the priest to 
pieces." drove the representatives of the cell out of the house. With a 
noise, the crowd dispersed. 
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The prohibition of the Easter ringing, the walking of the priest with the 
cross in the village, etc., without sufficient preparation for this by the 
population and discussion of this issue at broad peasant meetings, the 
organization of carnival processions past churches during services, the 
organization of anti-religious exhibitions near churches - was widely 
used by churchmen in in order to arouse the discontent of believers and 
provoke them to excesses. 


In with. Pukhovchi of the Minsk district of the BSSR, believers led by 
members of the church council threw stones at an anti-religious 
demonstration that passed by the church. 


In with. N. Prague of the Zinovievsky District on May 5, during an anti- 
religious demonstration that passed by the church, believers provoked 
by churchmen who spread rumors that the atheists were going to pour 
water on believers in order to prevent the lighting of Easter, tried to 
inflict lynching on the demonstrators. 


On the other hand, there have been registered facts of clear provocation 
of churchmen (without any reason on the part of public organizations) 
spreading all sorts of provocative rumors calling on believers to defeat 
the atheists, beat them up, and disrupt the "godless celebration of May 
ap 


These offensive anti-Soviet actions of the clergy, who sought to 
terrorize the "atheists" in every possible way, pursuing their goals 
through the fanatical population, in most cases through women, in 
some villages had an obviously anti-Soviet pogrom character. 


In the village. On the night of May 14-15, the glaciers of the Minsk 
region set fire to the buildings of the poor people who worked on the 
first day of Easter and took part in the festival of the first furrow. 


In with. Borki Sasovsky u. Ryazan lips.On May 5, during an anti- 
religious evening, kulaks set fire to the building of the village council 
in order to disrupt it and after that spread rumors that the arson was 
allegedly committed by the communists. 


In the Rogachevsky district of the Bobruisk district, the secretary of the 
Zabolotsk cell of the CPSU (b) received an anonymous letter, in which 
the author of the anonymous letter, threatening the secretary with 
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reprisals, writes: “You always try to oppose the hut-reading room to 
the church on religious holidays. This is tantamount to a peasant 
revolt. You will find out who wrote. The quieter you go, the further 
you'll get". 


In with. Peschanskoe, Zolotonosha district, Shevchenko district 
(Ukraine) On May 5, a temple holiday was held, which was attended 
by up to 3500 people. The chairman of the village council, wishing to 
hold a meeting on grain procurements, summoned the church elder 
and invited him to finish the service as soon as possible; the headman 
told the priest that the village council prohibits the service. Pop 
immediately announced to the audience that the Council wanted to 
close the church and would not allow the service to be held. Under the 
influence of this statement, a crowd of up to 2,500 peasants went to the 
village council, shouting: "Break the selrada," "beat the chairman of the 
selrada," "let us tear him to pieces," etc. When the crowd went to the 
village council, the priest and the chairman of the church council locked 
up the church, claiming that the village council did it. However, they 
failed to provoke the crowd. 


In with. Sanskoe Spassky u. (Ryazan province) a group of believing 
peasants (in the number of 70 people) disrupted on May 1 a film 
demonstration held by local public organizations, beating up the 
projectionist and the secretary of the party cell. 


A characteristic fact took place in the village. Ostro-Plastinovo 
Sasovskiy district Ryazan province, where the priest urged believers to 
deal with the "atheists" who refuse to perform religious rituals. 


On May 7, a local priest, together with a deacon and a church 
watchman, walked around the peasant houses with a _ prayer 
service. When one peasant refused to accept a priest, the latter began to 
convince him of the need to perform a prayer service. Convinced that 
his moralizing remained without results, the priest turned to drunken 
peasants walking down the street, urging them to beat the 
"atheist". After the adoption of the priest, two more peasants refused, 
including one candidate of the CPSU (b), a priest, despite the latter's 
protests, entered his house and served a prayer service. The party 
candidate complained to the cell, and the latter informed the village 
council. The village council called the priest for an explanation. The 
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latter did not appear, and at the church during vespers he asked the 
believers to protect him, since "the communists want to arrest 
him." Under the influence of the priest's agitation, 300 peasants, led by 
the priest, went to the village council and demanded "to leave the priest 
alone." Shouts of "beat the communists" were heard from the 
crowd. Bursting into the building of the village council, the crowd 
intended to deal with the workers of the village council. The latter 
managed to escape in time. The kulaks in the crowd called on the 
peasants to "tear to pieces the party candidate who refused to let the 
priest come to him." However, the crowd did not listen to them and 
began to disperse. On the way, the participants in the performance beat 
the Komsomol member and tried to beat the local poor man. 


In anumber of regions of Siberia and the LVO during the celebration of 
May 1, leaflets of religious content were distributed. In some of them, 
the authors of anonymous letters threatened to crack down on everyone 
who would go to clubs on Easter, those who would select churches. 


So, in the village. Kargat of the Novosibirsk District on May 4, a leaflet 
was found with the following content: “Holy Easter. If anyone is in the 
club on Easter, it will be bad, they will throw bombs and set fire to the 
clubs and shoot. Be careful and don't walk. An intensified struggle 
against communism and the Komsomol is under way. There is fascism 
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in Russia, that is, there are French branches of Mussolini. ' 


In the premises of the Lebedevsky village council of the Kuznetsk 
district (Siberia) an anonymous letter was found: “In the village. The 
communists ripped off the swans, they tear off the peasants in three or 
five skins. The peasants tolerate everything, but they will soon lose 
patience and arrange a revolution in the Swans, and kill all the 
communists. And as soon as the church is taken away, then we will 
burn them or throw a bomb, as the church is taken away, we will 
immediately begin to fight, "and so on. 


Eastern National Republics and Autonomous Oblasts 
Adjarastan 


Increased activity of anti-Soviet elements 
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During the month of May, the growth of anti-Soviet sentiments among 
the population and the intensification of the activity of anti-Soviet 
elements throughout the territory of Ajari began again. The Khulo 
events are the subject of a wide discussion of the day of the population 
of Khulo itself and other counties. Concessions and various benefits to 
the Khulins are regarded as "the weakness of the communists", which 
should be used to make more decisive demands. Khulintsy, the 
initiators and participants of the speech, are spoken of as "saviors of the 
Muslim faith and honor." Increased supply of the population of the 
Khulinsky district. food causes criticism among the population of other 
districts and speeches with an indication of the need to "rebel ourselves" 
so that the government also intensively supplies (Kobuleti district). 


The greatest anger among the Adjarians is manifested in relation to the 
Komsomol members due to the fact that a number of workers who 
conducted an explanatory campaign about the Khuli events (including 
some members of the Adjarian government) attributed a significant 
share of the "blame" for these events to the tactless behavior of the 
Komsomol members in anti-religious work ... On this basis, there are 
frequent cases of threats to the Komsomol members. 


In the name of the secretary of the Komsomol cell, he sat 
down. Kobuleti received an anonymous letter with the following 
content. 


“We attended the congress in Kobuleti, where comrade Gogoberidze 
Mamed, who said that in Khulinsky district. the Komsomol members 
are to blame for everything since they made mistakes. That is why the 
people spoke out. The supreme authority did not show coercion to our 
Muslim faith. We consider you - the Komsomol members to blame for 
everything. Now let us show ourselves. Wait". 


In some of those Khulinsky y. judgments were registered about the 
need to create a special commission for the establishment of a plebiscite 
and "deciding the fate" of Ajaristan 74. These sentiments come mainly 
from the Ricketian ones. The representatives of the clergy are especially 
insisting on the plebiscite, hoping that this will lead to the annexation 
of Ajaristan to Turkey. The plebiscite demands are accompanied by 
indications that in this case foreign states will help the Adjarians, and 
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"a mixed commission of representatives of England, Turkey and the 
Soviet government will decide the issue by popular vote." 


Cases of convocation of secret meetings by anti-Soviet elements 
(Chvansky district) have been noted. A characteristic fact is when the 
peasants began to rebuild the house of one of the fugitive leaders of the 
Khuli protest. There were registered cases of refusal of youth of draft 
age from registration in the military registration office (18 cases). Many 
peasants openly walk with weapons (Baratauli, Nachvareli 
villages). Anti-Soviet elements, under the pretext of the need to prepare 
for a new protest, keep the herders from leaving for nomadic life. Part 
of the peasantry strives to realize money savings by purchasing goods 
or exchanging Soviet signs for Turkish lira. In Skhalta, those recorded 
cases of refusal of individual peasants to accept Soviet paper 
money. The merchants value the gold piece at 4 lira. 


On May 17, about 500 peasants from nearby villages gathered in 
Kobuleti with a demand to reconsider the issue of appointing 
Lordkipanidze as chairman of the Council of People's Commissars. The 
peasants who spoke demanded that the Kobuleti district In Adjarian he 
took "second place" after Khulo, threatening: "If our representative of 
the Council of People's Commissars is not there, we will do worse than 
the Khulins did." The speeches also noted "the mashing of the Adjarians 
in the Soviet apparatus." 


Some of the border population shows a slight increase in tendencies 
towards resettlement to Turkey. During the period from 7 to 22 May, 
three cases of crossing to Turkey and three attempts to transfer were 
registered. Attempts to illegally cross into our territory of the fugitive 
rebels were also noted. According to available information, the 
situation of the rebels who fled to Turkey has noticeably deteriorated, 
in connection with which there are attempts to move back to Ajaristan. 


The growth of anti-Soviet sentiments among the masses of the Ajarian 
population is largely due to the unsettledness of the party and Soviet 
apparatus in Ajaristan and the incessant activity of anti-Soviet 
elements. The bodies of the OGPU have taken measures to strengthen 
the protection of the borders and military units in the most 
disadvantaged regions of Adjara. 
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National regions of the North Caucasus and Dagestan 


Everywhere in the mountain village there is a wide spread of rumors 
about war, riots in the Union, hunger and the imminent death of the 
Soviet regime. Information about the revival of the Basmach gangs in 
Central Asia was picked up by the kulak-anti-Soviet elements of the aul 
as confirmation of rumors about the "outbreak of war." 


The most persistent rumors are that "Afghanistan, Turkey and England 
have entered into an alliance against the USSR", "there was an uprising 
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in Batum", "the war in Central Asia is in full swing", etc. Rumors about 
the upcoming occupation are especially widespread in Chechnya. The 
Caucasus by the Turks and the "restoration of Islam." A whole series of 
other rumors (“workers in charge and communists are hastily selling 
their property in preparation for evacuation,” about internal party 
differences, etc.) are accompanied by calls from anti-Soviet elements “to 
be ready for anything,” “to stock up on weapons and supplies,” “to deal 
with aul asset, as “ours” will come”, etc. Military verification training 
camps 7%, experimental mobilizations *%°at some points, grain 
procurements and other campaigns were used by the kulaks and the 
Muslim clergy to further spread rumors about the war. 


Banditry 


By the first days of May, the most unfavorable political situation was 
noted in Ingushetia in connection with the developed criminal and 
domestic banditry, which had a certain connection with the general 
revival of the activity of anti-Soviet elements in the aul. As a result of a 
number of measures both in Ingushetia and in the Nozhai-Yurtovsky 
district of Chechnya, by the end of May there was a slight decline in 
criminal and domestic banditry, which was reflected in a decrease in 
the number of armed robberies in May compared to April (15 versus 
24). 


Activity of Muslim Spirituality 


Particularly noteworthy is the movement among Muslims in favor of 
the creation of a "union of Muslim believers" (late April and early 
May). The inspirers of the movement are prominent representatives of 
the religiously progressive movement, who in the recent past preached 
the unification of the Sunni-Shiite, Orthodox and Jewish clergy in 
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Dagestan on the platform of combating the growth of unbelief. The 
emergence of communities began with the Buinaksk and Makhachkala 
regions of Dagestan, where, according to preliminary data, up to 2000 
members are registered. The communities, without waiting for the 
approval of the lists and statutes, are expanding their activities, which 
mainly boil down to convening annual meetings of believers to study 
the provisions of Islam, to religious propaganda, recruiting members, 
collecting monthly membership fees, and collecting donations (up to 
50,000 rubles were collected in Buinaksk alone. for the construction of 
a mosque). The growth of religiosity, originating in Dagestan, is being 
transferred to the national regions of the JCC: in the Baksan district of 
Kabarda, the emergence of religious communities of the Dagestan type 
is noted, and the initiators of the organization of the communities are 
associated with the Buinaksk center. For a number of auls, groups of 
20-60 people of the religious activists of the auls were organized. 


In general, the activities of the Muslim clergy in Dagestan and the 
national regions of the JCC are aimed at increasing the spread of 
provocative rumors about the war and the inevitable death of the Soviet 
regime. In Chechnya, several cases have been registered when mullahs 
demonstratively took their valuables from auls to remote farms, 
explaining [this] to the population with precautionary measures in 
view of the forthcoming war. It should be noted the impact of this 
maneuver on the general population. 


Along with all this, during the first half of May, an active activity of 
religious propagandists - walkers from Dagestan was observed on the 
territory of Chechnya. 


In groups of two or three people, the walkers spread provocative 
rumors and leaflets of religiously anti-Soviet content. The 12 walkers 
arrested in this case turned out to be from a region under the influence 
of Sheikh Akushinsky. The arrested were found 5 different leaflets (see 
the content in Appendix [No. 6]) and letters of the Dagestani mullahs 
to all "faithful". 


It should be noted the general revival of the activity of the Muslim 
clergy in Chechnya, as a result of which, during the month of May, a 
number of organized mass prayers were celebrated at the grave of the 
mother of the founder of the Kunta-Khadzhi sect. The prayers were 
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attended by 200 to 600 people. Special attention should be paid to the 
religious procession of seven auls (about 1500 people) in the Vedeno 
district to pray for rain on the Kerch-Kort mountain. In other districts 
of Chechnya, there is an increase in the number of madrasahs, an influx 
of students aged 5 to 20, an increase in religious propaganda in 
mosques, etc. 


Religious propaganda with the help of itinerant walkers finds its 
application in other areas.S5o0, at the end of May in Balkaria, the 
appearance of a wandering sheikh was noted, who campaigned for the 
strengthening of religiosity and foreshadowed famine, war, etc. 


Kulak-anti-Soviet groups in Dagestan 


In the village of Kadyr in the Buinaksk district, an anti-Soviet kulak 
group has been discovered that has terrorized the aul asset for a long 
time. The kulak-religious asset, numbering 17 people, has grouped 
around the chairman of the aulso-vet, who is the largest kulak of the 
aul. Hiding behind the authority of the latter (the chairman of the 
village council, a former red partisan, a Red Army soldier), the group 
gradually took over the entire Soviet and cooperative apparatus, 
opposing the organization of the VKP and Komsomol cells, disrupting 
the organization of the collective farm, reading huts, several times 
disrupting the question of building a Soviet school. Anyone "guilty" in 
the aul was arrested, often beaten and illegally imprisoned. The 
chairman of the village council used shackles for especially "dangerous" 
ones. A group of party workers transferred from the canton met with 
strong resistance, meetings were prohibited by the chairman of the 
village council or disrupted by the group. Numerous threats were 
registered at the address of the party workers who arrived. It is 
characteristic that Sheikh Akushinsky in his letter to the aul Kadyr 
thanked him as “one of the few true defenders of religion and 
adat”””". This letter was read out at a public gathering by a public 
cadi. The gathering of the poor and part of the middle peasants (400 
people) convened by the commission of the Kantispolkom 
unanimously passed a resolution on the immediate re-election of the 
village council and the board of cooperatives and on the arrest of the 
leader of the group. Seized 10 groupers headed by the chairman of the 
village council. The members of the group found weapons. So, only one 
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EPO chairman had 12 rifles. In total, over 100 units of various types of 
firearms were seized. 


The intensified activity of the kulak-anti-Soviet groups is observed in 
the Andian region, inhabited by the most backward tribes. 


Anti-Soviet manifestations 


The broadest scope of activity of anti-Soviet elements is noted in the 
Nozhai-Yurt district of Chechnya, which is experiencing acute grain 
difficulties. The activity of the kulaks increased in connection with the 
ongoing land management work and the seizure of surplus land from 
the kulaks (see "Campaign to seize land surplus") *. Exploration work 
at Grozneft is regarded by the kulak-anti-Soviet element as "an attempt 
at new land oppression." As a result, a number of incidents of raids and 
attacks on Grozneft specialists and land workers were recorded 
throughout the region (see Appendix) **. 


Along with attempts to terrorize Soviet land workers, rumors of famine 
and war spread widely throughout the region. In the speeches of anti- 
Soviet elements, open propaganda of “speaking against the Russians” 
is increasingly being recorded. By the actions carried out in the district, 
850 rifles, 5 revolvers, one broken machine gun were confiscated only 
in 12 companies.16 people were arrested.15 hiding bandits 
volunteered. The seizure of weapons continues. 


Campaign for the conclusion of labor contracts among farm laborers in 
the Adygea-Circassian region. met with increased resistance from the 
kulaks, especially the Circassian. 


In the village of Dzhidzhikhabl, the kulaks, in connection with the 
campaign, led an agitation for the dismissal of all Russian farm laborers 
and their eviction from the aul. Having failed to obtain the appropriate 
resolution of the village gathering, the kulaks began mass dismissals of 
farm laborers and expelling them from their apartments. In the Afapsip 
aul, kulaks, taking advantage of the application of 27 farm laborers' 
families with a petition for the allotment of land to them, convened on 
May 14 a descent of the aul without the knowledge of the village 
council, where they obtained a resolution to evict the farm laborers 
from the aul within a month and refuse them apartments. Those who 
disobey these decisions were fined 50 rubles. for public needs. Despite 
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the fact that the said gathering was declared illegal by the village 
council, the situation of farm laborers in the village remains 
difficult. Regional and regional organizations did not take any 
measures to combat the kulaks. 


The seizure of land surpluses from the kulaks in Chechnya meets with 
increased opposition from the kulaks. The seizure of the vakuf lands 
provokes especially sharp resistance from the Muslim clergy, as a result 
of which part of the poor show some anxious moods, and in some cases 
the poor refuse to receive the lands confiscated from the kulaks. On the 
whole, the poor are very positive about the campaign. In parallel, a 
number of cases of unauthorized seizure of lands taken from them by 
kulaks and numerous threats to the district authorities, especially after 
the arrest of anumber of the most malicious invaders, were noted in all 
districts. In the aul of Sharoi, 11 cases of fists' grabbing seeds were 
registered, and in three cases the poor were beaten with fists. As a result 
of the agitation of the Muslim clergy, there are cases when the poor, 
who received the vacuf lands, intend to hand over the harvest to the 
mosque (p. 


Notes: 
* There is no such section in the review. 


** In the annexes to the review, the events described here are not 
reflected. 


Land disputes in Chechnya and Dagestan 


During the campaign, new outbreaks of land disputes were noted in 
the border strip between Dagestan and Chechnya. 


Serious friction is going on between the village of Engel-Yurt in 
Chechnya and the village. Aksai of the Khasavyurt district. No less 
fierce struggle is going on between the village of Galpitch (Chechnya) 
and Minai-Pugai, as well as with. Baiterek and Magdar. 


The unauthorized seizure of the Chechen lands of the Khasav-Yurt 
district threatens a repetition of last year's serious conflicts on this 
basis. A clash over the use of pastures took place on the border of the 
Samur district of Dagestan and Azerbaijan. 
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Food difficulties 


The growth of food difficulties in the national regions of the NCC and 
in Dagestan is mainly due to the depletion of grain reserves of the poor 
in non-fertile regions. In individual regions, the situation in connection 
with the shortage of grain is drawn in the following form. 


In Dagestan, the mountainous regions are the most unfavorable in 
terms of grain supply. The cantonal executive committees receive 
numerous individual and collective applications from the mountain 
poor asking for grain supplies. Among the nomads of the Achikulak 
region, there is a particularly unfavorable situation with bread, and by 
mid-May crowds of needy people gathered daily at the regional center, 
100-150 people each, insistently demanding the distribution of bread. 


In a number of mountainous regions of Chechnya, a relatively 
uninterrupted supply of grain to the needy groups of the population 
has been established. At the same time, significant groups of the poor, 
whose grain reserves have been exhausted, stand out on the plane. 


Among the Russian Cossacks of Ossetia, due to the lack of wheat 
harvest last year, there is a significant number of people in need of 
bread. 


In the Kabardino-Balkarian region.A sharp reduction in grain 
procurements for domestic consumption of the region (for the Ist and 
2nd five days, 696 poods were procured, for the 3rd - 60 poods) 
contributed to a further aggravation of the grain crisis among the rural 
population. There are numerous cases of distortion of the class 
principle in the distribution of grain locally. The kulak elements, 
receiving bread through contacts with cooperative and Soviet workers, 
speculate on them. Maize distributed among the population is often 
unfit for consumption. 


In with. Altud of the Primalka District from 250 poods. food corn 90 
poods. turned out to be unusable.The Karachay Production 
Association received 450 poods. unusable corn. 


Hinterland 


Mass demonstrations on religious grounds 
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Tatar regions of the Middle Volga region in a number of Tatar villages 
in the Kuznetsk District, during the week (from May 17 to May 25), 
religious demonstrations took place, timed to coincide with the Muslim 
holiday Eid al-Adha. The first demonstration arose in the village. B. 
Truevo, and even before the demonstration, the local mullah for two 
days preached in the mosque to hold the Eid al-Adha in an organized 
way. On May 20, horsemen (about 60 people) appeared in the streets, 
whose faces and horses were disguised. Some of the riders were armed 
with shotguns?...In total, the demonstrators, on foot and on 
horseback, were initially over 200 people. Ahead of the demonstration 
were the carts of the kulak machine partnership. The demonstrators 
wore banners with slogans: "Long live the united faith of Mohammed", 
"Faithful, unite under the banner of Mohammed." Demonstrators 
stopped at mosques, houses of mullahs and some kulaks, staging flying 
rallies and calling for support of the Muslim faith, mullahs and 
"disenfranchised". These calls were covered with exclamations of 
"hurray" and shots from guns. Procession from the village. B. Truyevo 
went to the village. Tatar Kanadei, where demonstrators from the 
villages of Cherkley and Kurmaevka also arrived. By this time, some 
horsemen (disguised) had accumulated about 300 people. There were 
about 12 armed men. The demonstrators shouted through the streets 
with. Kanadei: "Bring the communists here, end them." At the same 
time, upward volleys were fired from rifles. It has been established that 
the demonstration was the result of a large organizational work of the 
kulaks, Muslim clergy and merchants. Among the organizers and 
leaders of the demonstration are visitors from the eastern outskirts of 
the Union. The case involved 22 people in the majority of 
"disenfranchised" kulaks and influential representatives of the Muslim 
faith. 


Mass demonstrations on religious grounds took place in the 
village. Ashitovo Buguruslan district, in the village. Reshetino of the 
Penza district (see Appendix [No. 6]). 


Bashkiria. Mass demonstrations on the basis of the closure of mosques 
were noted in the villages of Yanurusovo and /Yangiskaly, 
Burunovskaya parish. Sterlitamak canton. In both cases, the Muslim 
clergy and the kulaks, being the initiators of the speeches, conducted 
organized work (see Appendix [No. 6]). 
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Among the Russian population of Bashkiria, 3 mass demonstrations 
were registered in May. A characteristic feature of all performances is 
the predominance of women among the participants (see Appendix 
[No. 6]). 


Tartary. Mass demonstrations on religious grounds among the 
Russian population were noted in the village. Kutim Chistopol canton 
(100 people participated, almost exclusively women) and Kazan (about 
200 people). 


Crimea. In the village. Kutlak of the Sudak region marked the 
performance of women on the days of a religious Muslim holiday, 
demanding the release of the arrested mullah. 


Mass actions on the basis of land management 


Tatar regions of the Middle Volga region Special attention should be 
paid to the performance on the basis of land management in the 
village. Yengonaevo, Cherdaklinsky District, Ulyanovsk District. 


In connection with the decision of the local party organization to evict 
wealthy and mullahs to remote areas, a crowd of peasants in the 
amount of up to 500 men and women gathered at a fire alarm specially 
given by the initiators. Shouts with threats were heard from the crowd 
against the initiators of the eviction of the mullahs and the wealthy and 
in defense of the latter. The chairman of the village council and the 
secretary of the cell received several blows. After some time, in the 
same village, a crowd of 2,000 * people, approaching the reading room 
where the chairman of the village council, the secretary of the cell and 
the arrived representatives of the district, demanded immunity for the 
local mullah, the merchant and a number of other instigators of the first 
speech. 


On May 7, there was another demonstration led by a local 
mullah. Three local Komsomol members were beaten by the 
speakers; party members and local activists were forced to hide. 


Speech on the basis of land management in the village. Feyzulovo of 
the Ulyanovsk district resulted in a two-fold disruption of the plenum 
of the village council, in the dispersal of the commission for land 
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management work. The plenum of the village council, convened for the 
third time, finally abandoned land management (see Appendix [No. 4]). 


Mass demonstrations on the basis of land management also took place 
in the village. Penzyatka of Mordovia and N. Temersyan of Ulyanovsk 
districts (for details see Appendix [No. 4)). 


Tartary. Ina number of villages in the Kaibitsky region, the campaign 
for the transition to the multi-field is meeting with sharp resistance 
from the kulaks.In the village. Muralyakh, on this basis, a mass 
demonstration took place under the leadership of the kulaks and 
Muslim spirituality. Performances on this basis were also registered in 
a number of other villages (Mordovskaya Karmalka, Bugulma canton, 
Ebalaki village and others (see Appendix [No. 6]). 


Note: 
* So, in the document. Probably 200. 


The activity of the kulaks in connection with the redistribution of 
land 


Votskaya obl. The preparatory work for the redistribution of land and 
the course of the redistribution campaign itself were accompanied by 
significant opposition from the kulak-anti-Soviet elements. Along with 
intensified agitation against redistribution, the kulaks act at 
agricultural enterprises, openly threatening the poor and land 
workers. In a number of cases, as a result of kulak agitation and threats, 
certain groups of the poor and middle peasants, after the already 
adopted decision on the redistribution of land, came to the village 
councils and VICs with protocols to annul the previous decisions. 


At the beginning of the campaign under the influence of the kulak 
agitation entire population Kuregovskogo, Zotovskogo, 
Novoselkovskoye and Petrovsky areas of land redistribution refused, 
insisting on the allocation to the farm and cut ”!°. 


A case was registered when a crowd of 100 women under the 
leadership of a member of the village council dispersed workers for the 
redistribution of land, as a result of which the peasants, abandoning the 
multi-field, made a redistribution on the three-field 2!!. Not limited to 
the above methods of struggle, the kulaks widely terrorized the poor, 
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agricultural assets and land workers. Throughout the campaign, 35 
cases of beating of members of commissions and commissioners for 
redistribution, and the poor were registered. 


In the Yukamenskaya vol. 7 poor people were beaten with fists, in 
Yagoshurskaya parish.- 11 poor.In the village. Votskiy Kotyoshur 
Sosnovskaya parish. a poor activist is killed. 


middle Asia 
Sentiment over Afghan events 


Uzbekistan. The further revival of the activity of the Muslim clergy, 
the Baystva, former Basmachis and other anti-Soviet elements was most 
clearly revealed at the time of the invasion of Fusail Maksuma. As 
before, provocative rumors about a war, an offensive on the USSR, etc., 
are still widespread, in which the prevailing version is “the emir of 
Bukhara is leaving Afghanistan”, “the emir and Britain have declared 
war on the USSR”, etc. (Andijan, Kashka -Daria). Cases have been noted 
when anti-Soviet elements, in particular former Basmachi, are not 
limited to agitation and spreading rumors, are preparing for an 
uprising and war. 


In the Surkhan-Darya district, bai, Muslims, former Basmachi and emir 
officials hold frequent meetings to discuss events in Afghanistan and 
ways to fight Soviet power. 


In with. Tyura-Kurgan of the Andijan Okrug, a meeting of prominent 
Kurbash Basmachs took place near the former Basmach, where the 
issue of Basmachism in Tajikistan and Fergana was discussed. In the 
village of Kizyl-Arvat of the Andijan district, the former Basmachi 
kurbashs, who were recently engaged in dekhkans, bought horses and 
established ties with their former horsemen. 


Tajikistan. Despite the defeat of Fusail Maksum and the seizure of the 
anti-Soviet element for Basmachi and Anglophile agitation (up to 150 
people were arrested), the activity of anti-Soviet elements not only did 
not subside, but even increased somewhat. The bai, the clergy, and 
former emir officials are making preparations for anti-Soviet protests. 


In the village of Chukrek (Dushambinsky vilayet), a meeting of bays, 
ishans 2!2 and former officials was held, at which a letter from Ibrahim- 
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bek received from Afghanistan was read, where, along with the 
message that "the fighter for Islam, Emir Habibullah is supported by 
England and Turkey,” all influential persons "prepare to act against the 
Soviet regime." Those gathered at the meeting discussed the 
preparation for the arrival of the Basmachi and the terror [against] the 
activists. The bai of the villages of Shiratala, Sang and Guda received 
the same letters, where meetings were also convened. 


In the village of Kulchi, Karatag district, bays are campaigning among 
farmers for the support of Ibrahim-bek. In the village of Ablik Yangi- 
Bazar district, the bai collected 10 sheep each for the former bandit to 
buy a horse in case of a performance. 


In some cases, anti-Soviet elements have resorted to widespread public 
agitation to oppose the Soviet regime. 


In the village of Yangi-Bazar, an unknown bai at the bazaar read a letter 
from Ibrahim-bek with a message about his imminent arrival and called 
on the population to help the Basmachs. Some bai send their people to 
Afghanistan to find out the forces of Ibrahim-bek and the date of his 


arrival. 


Kyrgyzstan. In connection with the Basmach movement in Tajikistan, 
there has been a revival among the former Basmachs of Kyrgyzstan, in 
particular, the Osh district. In a number of villages, former Basmach 
leaders and prominent accomplices convened meetings at which 
decisions were made on the need to acquire weapons and organize 
Basmach gangs to oppose Soviet power. 


In the Kyzil-Kiysk region, the local manap called a meeting of the bays, 
where he said that he had received a letter from Ibrahim-bek, in which 
he wrote that his troops had invaded Tajikistan and that he would soon 
arrive in Osh Kurshirmat. Those present spoke in favor of supporting 
the Basmachi. In the same area, at a meeting of the former kurbashs, it 
was decided to start preparations for the uprising and a special person 
was assigned to acquire weapons. 


The activity of baiism and Muslims 


Turkmenistan. The activity of the Baystva has increased significantly 
and is mainly going along the line of defeatist agitation of terror and 
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the spread of provocative rumors in connection with the earthquake. In 
Ashgabat and Geok-Tepe districts (the ones most affected by the 
earthquake), as a result of intensified agitation of the bayism, mass 
demonstrations of dekhkans were noted (see Appendix). 


Kyrgyzstan. In connection with the eviction of 43 manap bays and the 
confiscation of their property in the northern regions of Kyrgyzstan, 
rumors were widely spread about the alleged confiscation of property 
from all bays and middle peasants. As a result of this agitation, many 
bais liquidate their farms. 


In May, 22 farms were liquidated in the Naryn canton, in the Chuysky 
- 11, in the Karakol - 2, in the Talas - 2 and in Uzgen - 2. 


In some cases, bai, seeking to find the support of the masses, make 
various donations for public needs. 


Bai Kochkor parish donated 200 sheep for the construction of the aul 
school. Bai Tonskoy Vol. contributed 8,000 rubles. for the construction 
of an irrigation canal. The largest bai of the Ton, Sharkratminskaya, 
Dzhuvanaryk volosts summoned about 300 poor peasants and farm 
laborers for a treat, telling them: "Than to give our property to the 
Soviet government, we'd better give it to you, and in case of eviction, 
you will support us.” The dehkans took an oath to support the beys. 


Emigration 


Turkmenistan. Emigration of Turkmen to Afghanistan continues to 
grow. 


In the month of May, 13 households emigrated from the Kerkinsky 
district to Afghanistan and 23 more are preparing to emigrate. 12 farms 
are going to move in Chardzhuy district. The emigration sentiments in 
the Kara-Kalinsky region deserve special attention, from where 20 
farms migrated to Persia in May, 44 more farms are preparing for the 


migration. 


Only the wealthy emigrate. The reason for the emigration from the 
Kara-Kalinsky region was the rumors spread by local workers about 
the impending confiscation of land and livestock from the bais and the 
wealthy for allotment to the poor. 
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Kyrgyzstan. As a result of widespread rumors about the impending 
confiscation of the property of the bai-manap, emigration sentiments 
are noted among the latter: in the Naryn (62 cases), Karakol (2) and Osh 
(2) cantons. 


Interethnic relations 


Uzbekistan. The exacerbation of relations between individual 
nationalities is noted. In connection with the decision to transfer the 
Khorezm district to Turkmenistan, the Uzbek population of the 
Naussky district raises the issue of joining the district to the Tashkent 
district, and local Uzbek workers organized the drafting of sentences 
from the population, sending walkers to Samarkand. In Bukhara, there 
is an increase in the Uzbek propaganda of Uzbek nationalists in 
connection with the attempts of Tajiks to raise the issue of the 
annexation of Bukhara to Tajikistan. The circular of the People's 
Commissariat for Education on the introduction of teaching in the Tajik 
language was met with dissatisfaction by the Uzbek teachers. In the 
Papal region of the Fergana district, clashes between Uzbeks and 
Kirghiz have become more frequent due to constant land disputes. The 
same is noted in the Khujand region. Between the Tajiks of the Isfara 
region and the Kyrgyz on the basis of water use, a fight took place with 
the participation of up to 100 Kyrgyz people. Among the Uzbek 
nationalist intelligentsia, the forthcoming purge of the Soviet apparatus 
was met with almost universal hostility. In the speeches of the largest 
ideologues, the following points are noted: “the cleansing will be the 
cleansing of the Uzbeks; in the absence of workers and peasants of the 
indigenous _ nationality, the Russians are implanted” 
(Andijan); “Traitors, having sold out for their careers, throw Uzbek 
children out of educational institutions” (Samarkand), etc. On this 
basis, sentiments in favor of the Basmachi are recorded: “Our Uzbek, if 
he is dissatisfied with the authorities, arms and organizes the Basmachi, 
this hot blood of the Uzbek and must be appreciated; Basmachi will 
achieve the liberation of Muslims” (Andijan). 


Locust 


In early May, the flight of the Schistocerci locust began on the territory 
of Turkmenistan ?" from Afghanistan and Persia. The first large batch 
(4 square kilometers) appeared on May 6 in the Kushkinsky 
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district. Subsequently, the locusts poured into the Kushkinsky region 
in huge parties and, flooding it, moved north to the Merv oasis. At the 
same time, the appearance of locusts was noted in the Serakh region 
and then in the Takhtabazar region. By May 20, the locust reaches and 
floods the Merv District, from where it heads to the northeast, to the 
valley of the river. Amu-Darya (Chardzhuy district). The first 
consignments of locusts appear in Zhenau and Kara-Bekaul, and on 
May 23, after capturing the Chardzhui district, the locust begins to 
move down the Amu Darya to Khorezm and Tashauz, simultaneously 
flying over the river and heading for Uzbekistan. In Turkmenistan, 
about 300,000 hectares are infected with schistocerci, almost the entire 
cultural zone. In addition, huge areas in the steppes surrounding 
cultural oases have been contaminated. The size of the infection cannot 
be determined here. In Uzbekistan, the flocks that flew over the Amu 
Darya occupied a huge area in the Bukhara district. Vanguard groups 
of locusts are beginning to appear in Khorezm and Tashauz. Locust 
control is extremely difficult due to the fact that flying?" locust control 
is completely impossible. The only measure is to observe the summer 
swarms and to register the places where the locust pods 7!5. The fight 
against foot locusts and locusts that are about to hatch 2!° is complicated 
by an acute shortage of funds, specialists, and _ especially 
poisons. Turkmenistan alone is already demanding 3 million rubles for 
locust control. Meanwhile, information is coming from Persia and 
Afghanistan about an unprecedented emergence of locusts that destroy 
crops, which, having devoured all the vegetation in the regions 
bordering with us, will rush into our territory. 


In the Syr-Darya district of Kazakhstan, 35,000 hectares are infected 
with locusts, of which 10,000 are crops. In Takhtakupyr, Karauzyak, 
Kungrad and partly Chimbay districts of Kara-Kalpakia, a large 
number of locusts appeared. 


Siberian regions 


Buryat-Mongolia. In connection with the withdrawal of the most 
malicious agitators for the emigration of Buryats to the territory of 
China and Outer Mongolia, some weakening of emigration sentiments 
has been outlined. However, the conservative part of the Llama 
continues to campaign. In some cases, lamas held meetings, organized 
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collection of donations in favor of the arrested, traveled along the 
railway line in order to establish communication between individual 
datsans, etc. For individual aimags, the situation is drawn in the 
following form. 


Aginsky aimak. The kulaks continue to campaign for emigration. There 
were registered cases of sale of property in order to emigrate. 


Mukhorshibir aimag. Despite the removal of the leaders of the 
emigration movement, the kulaks continue to campaign. A number of 
households preparing for resettlement have been registered. 


Kyakhta aimak. Emigration sentiments were noted in the Ala-Kirensky 
and Kudarinsky somons. In the latter, 40 households are preparing for 
emigration. 


Ekhirit-Bulagat aimak. In Barguzinsky, Selenginsky and Khorinsky 
aimags, there are about 100 registered farms preparing for emigration. 


The poor and middle peasants of the Buryat population everywhere 
have a negative attitude towards resettlement from Buryat- 
Mongolia. Nomads are returning to their former places everywhere. As 
before, there is an aspiration of the Buryats to migrate from the western 
aimags to the eastern ones, especially to Aginsky. 


Food difficulties 


Khakass district. In some regions, groups of poor peasants and 
laborers of 15-20 people constantly come to the regional executive 
committees demanding the delivery of bread. There have been cases of 
independent convening of the poor peasants' meetings, passing 
resolutions demanding bread. Several cases were recorded when the 
poor, appearing at the next village gatherings, insisted on including the 
issue of supplying bread to the poor and farm laborers in the agenda. In 
some places, as a result of this, other issues were removed from the 
agenda or the meetings as a whole were disrupted. The malicious 
holders of grain surpluses are agitating for the same among the rest of 
the peasantry. The cooperatives are unable to fully satisfy the 
population's demand for bread. Several cases of swelling due to hunger 
strike have been reported. 


Deputy Chairman of the OGPU 
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Berry 

Head of the Information Department of the OGPU 
Alekseev 

Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 

Kucherov * 

Note 

* The document is signed by V. Kucherov. 


Appendix No. 1. Speeches of the unorganized urban population in 
connection with the closure of the church 


G. Efremov (Tula Gubernia) The issue of closing the church was raised 
solely by the former chairman of the Efremov Regional Electoral 
Commission and was not discussed in any bodies. No explanatory 
work was carried out among the population. In addition, in the petition 
of the chairman of the RIK to close the church, incorrect information 
was given that the church allegedly does not have a parish. In reality, 
the church has up to 55 parishioners and a church council. 


The believers were not given a two-week period to appeal the decision 
to the All-Russian Central Executive Committee. The police proceeded 
to close the church without notifying the church council. 


On May 26, by the time the church utensils were seized, a crowd of 70- 
80 people had gathered. There were shouts: "We won't let you enter the 
church anyway, beat us, do what you want, but we won't let you break 
the church." The crowd rushed into the church, where, crying and 
shouting, began kissing the icons and praying, not giving the 
opportunity to seize. The crowd was pushed aside by the police, but the 
closure was postponed due to the absence of representatives from the 
church council. The seal on the church door was torn off. 


On May 27, about 250 believers gathered near the church. The crowd 
shouted and scolded the Soviet authorities. A militiaman was hurt in 
the head by a stone thrown by someone. It should be noted that the 
seizure of church utensils took place in an environment that offended 
the religious feeling of believers. The icons were thrown onto the cart, 
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the Red Army men sat on them, etc. In connection with the unrest of 
the population during the closure of the church, 22 armed policemen, 
70 Red Army men and 10 cavalrymen were summoned. 


The units summoned to the cemetery in a deployed formation, armed 
with rifles, advanced on the crowd (about 500 people) and pushed it 
back into the meadow behind the cemetery. The retreating crowd, 
chanting "Christ is Risen," headed for the city. 


The religious procession, organized on May 29, was held with a large 
number of believers, turning into a demonstration. 


On May 30, after All-night Vigil 2” 2 crowd of believers, 2,000 people, 
went to the RIK building, demanding an explanation of the reasons for 
the closure of the cemetery church. The crowd asked questions - will 
the cathedral church be closed. There were shouts: "Why do we have 
little bread", "why there are no goods." Through explanations, the 
crowd was persuaded to disperse. 


Mountains. Astrakhan. The Astrakhan regional executive committee 
issued a resolution to close the chapel in the 1st district and transfer the 
inventory in it to the state fund. Some of the icons that are of no value 
should be transferred to the Gostinno-Nikolaevskaya (Renovationist) 
Church 738, 


When the treasurer of the church and the inspector of the financial 
department came to the chapel on the morning of May 8 to remove the 
icons, a crowd of women gathered near the chapel. Upon learning that 
the icons were being transported to the Renovationist church, they 
began to protest sharply. The crowd grew rapidly. After a while, up to 
500 people gathered near the chapel (mainly merchants and 
inhabitants) and prevented the removal of icons. 


The anti-Soviet element among the audience waged agitation against 
the Soviet regime, using food difficulties for this, and called on the 
audience to "speak out." 


The crowd dispersed only in the evening. Some people said: "If the 
communists take away the icons at night, then all the same Lenin's 
comer 2!° will not be in the chapel - we will destroy it." 
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Mountains. Klimovichi (Mogilev District). On May 6, a rally took 
place on the square on the issue of closing the synagogue and church 
and transferring it to a school (up to 2000 people attended). Old 
believers aged 50 to 80, about 100 people, shouted during the rally: "We 
will die for the church, but we will not give it." Women threw stones, 
sand, etc. at the protesters. The wife of a former treasury official 
snatched a poster from the hands of the pioneers, threw it on the 
ground and began to stomp. The youth and the rest of the protesters 
kept themselves calm. The Jewish population (believers) stated that 
they did not object to the seizure of the synagogue if the church was 
taken, otherwise they would oppose the closure. 


Mountains. Starobelsk. On May 15, a speech took place on the basis of 
the closure of the cathedral. About 11 a.m. a crowd of women, up to 400 
people, approached the building of the district administrative 
department, demanding to return the keys to the cathedral and open it. 


To the women of the mountains. Starobelsk was joined by peasant 
women from nearby villages who were in the bazaar. 


From the crowd that approached the administration department, 
shouts were heard: "The Soviet government is taking away bread, it 
does not give goods, the church is taking it, we are against the closure 
of the cathedral, this is a wrong action." 


This speech was preceded by the preliminary work of the churchmen, 
who agitated among the believers for an organized protest against the 
closure of the cathedral. The church headman of the cathedral and a 
member of the fifties, a photographer, were especially active. 


Mountains. Kazan. On May 24, a crowd of 150 believers, mostly 
women, gathered outside the church to protest the closure. The crowd 
was joined by about 60 workers of the Spartak factory, who were also 
indignant at the closure of the church. Shouts were heard from the 
crowd: “Down with the communists, they are not giving work and they 
want to break the workers’ church. Together we will not allow such a 
shame, let them shoot us, let us not let the church be dismantled, let 
them destroy mosques and synagogues. We will start a riot; we will kill 
all the communists and Tatars”. A worker who tried to speak out for 
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the closure of the church was intended to be beaten. The crowd, which 
had gathered at 3 pm, dispersed late in the evening. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 
Kucherov 
Appendix No. 2. Grain procurement 


Kulak sentiments of village party members and workers of the 
grassroots Soviet apparatus. 


Evasion of grain procurement work 


Lugansk District (Ukraine). Member of the Bureau of the Komsomol 
cell s. Davido-Nikolskoye, when he was allocated to the commission to 
identify the holders of surplus, submitted an application to leave the 
organization and to refuse to participate in the commission. 


Kupyansky District. Dvurechansky district.The chairman of the 
Svyachenevsk village council categorically refused to carry out 
measures for grain procurement. 


Maikop district. (CCM). Labinsk district, hut. Red Kut. At a meeting of 
the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) cell, the chairman of the 
Novy Put kolkhoz said: “In grain procurement our line is not Soviet, 
but capitalist: we want to kill the kulak, but the communists in the city 
and countryside are overgrowing, going ahead of the kulak.” 


Kuban District. Stts. Slavic. The cashier of the SHT, a member of the 
All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks), surrendered his party card 
and refusing to hold a meeting on grain procurements, tore it off. 


Armavir district. In the Kurgan region, at a meeting of the village 
council of the union of 4 farms, a member of the All-Union Communist 
Party of Bolsheviks spoke, saying: "The party and the Soviet 
government are pursuing the policy not of the party and the Soviet 
government, but the policy of German imperialism." 


Fist indulgence 


Tambov District (TsCHO). In’ with.The regimental-Sloboda 
authorized for grain procurement allowed the local kulak not to export 
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the 35 poods imposed on him. bread, and at the meeting of the members 
of the village council he zealously defended this kulak, defended him 
from the boycott and freed him from the export of surplus. In reality, 
however, the kulak has a grain surplus. 


Kozlovsky district. Ladies’ district, | with. Khristoforovka. The 
daughter of a wealthy peasant received a fictitious certificate from the 
village council stating that she lives separately from her father, 
although in fact they live together. The certificate was taken with the 
aim of using manufactured goods from the software both for myself 
and for my father, who was boycotted. With the assistance of the 
chairman of the board of the PO, she received a manufactory from the 
PO. 


Khopersky District (NVK). The grain procurement officer, a member 
of the CPSU (b), staying at an apartment with a local prosperous 
peasant who had been boycotted, gave him permission to grind 25 
poods at the mill. wheat. 


Cases of distortion of the class line during the spreading of control 
figures for grain procurements and boycotts * 


Poltava canton (ASSRNP). S. Krasny Yar. Out of 6 boycotted farms, 5 
turned out to be poor farms with absolutely no grain surpluses. 


Sumy district (Ukraine). S. Vodolash. The commissioner for grain 
procurement, a member of the RIK, he is also the chairman of the KNS, 
made a proposal to tax 75% of the entire population. The ruling caused 
extreme discontent among the poor. 


Kulak terror 


Belotserkovsky District | (Ukraine). Tarashchansky _ district, 
with. Rugs. A local kulak, along with his son with daggers in hand, 
attacked the grain procurement commission (both were arrested). 


Shevchenko district. Rotmistrovsky district, with. Sam-Gorodok. The 
grain procurement officer came to the local kulak to negotiate the 
surrender of the surplus. The fist attacked the commissioner with an ax 
and wounded him in the left hand, after which he tried to hack to death 
the commissioner (the first was arrested). 
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Poltava district. Grunsky district, with. Pirki. Fists set fire to the farms 
of three local poor people who took part in grain procurements. 


Sumy district. The RIK's representative for grain procurements was 
returning accompanied by two policemen from the village. Rivers, 
where he made an inventory of the property of the kulaks. On the way 
they were met by two unknown persons who killed the commissioner 
with a revolver. 


Mass performances 


Armavir District (SKK). In with. Konokovo, Armavir district, a crowd 
that was at the bazaar during the drive of a cow confiscated from a 
kulak, a malicious non-donor of grain surpluses, attracted by the cries 
and cries of the kulak's family, went to the village council, took away 
the confiscated property and returned it to the kulak, beating at the 
same time the chairman of the council, the inheritor and policeman. The 
crowd called by the alarm bell numbered 1,000 people. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU Kucherov 
Appendix No. 3. Difficulties 
Mass performance 


Kineshemsky district. May 18 in the office of the Buzinsky EPO 
Shelomovskaya Vol. at a meeting of the commission on the distribution 
of rations, it was decided to exclude 618 people from the list of those in 
need, since the amount of bread released for the month of May was 
reduced from 18,000 kg to 14,000 kg. 


On May 20, up to 1000 peasants from different villages gathered near 
the EPO office, who demanded an explanation of the reason for 
removing them from the supply. 


Several middle peasants in the crowd agitated that "the chairman of the 
EPO, Aleksandrov, and a member of the revcommission, Kazarinov, 
should be thrown into the Volga." One of them, Soloviev, went to the 
EPO office and said: “If you don’t give us bread, we will take our 
measures. Because of hunger, a person is capable of anything. We give 
you a three-day period to resolve the issue, otherwise we will throw 
you into the Volga so that others, looking at it, will be afraid and will 
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not do so,” and then, turning [to] the crowd, he said: “Why are we 
looking at them. They will starve us to death. We must take them by 
the throat and throw them into the Volga. " 


EPO chairman Aleksandrov and member of the revkom commission 
Kazarinov, seeing the excitement of the crowd, left the board. From the 
side of the crowd there were attempts to detain Kazarinov. After they 
left, the crowd dispersed. 


Cases of illness, swelling and death 


Pervomaisky District (Ukraine). In with. Poor Ostrovitsky died due to 
hunger in Kapustyanka of Savran district. In this village, a significant 
part of the poor eat bread substitutes. 


In with. Mogilny Kashchevatsky district about 60% of the poor are 
starving. In the village, 2 deaths were registered in connection with the 
consumption of bread surrogates. 


In with. Stelman, a farm laborer, died of starvation in Hralovka, 
Domanevsky district. 


Zinovievsky district. In with. The family of poor Konovalova was 
swollen due to hunger in New Prague in the same district. Before filling 
the barns with public grain, the peasants helped Konovalova, but 
recently they refused help, declaring: "Since they are taking the last 
from us, let the state help the wicked." 


In with. A family of three died of hunger in Petrovka, Khmelevsky 
district. 


In with. Antopolsky, Bratsk district, a 23-year-old laborer hanged 
herself because of hunger. 


Kremenchug district. In the village. Gubarevka, Alexandria district, 
families of poor people Zazadilo and Tarana were swollen from 
hunger. 


In with. In Morozovka, Gradinsky District, 6 families were swollen 
from hunger. They repeatedly appealed to the village council for help, 
stating that they had only one way out - to hang themselves. Help is 
still not provided to them. 
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In with. In Podorozhnoe, Novo-Georgievsky District, there have been 
many cases of swelling of children from hunger. 


In with. A number of deaths due to hunger have been registered in the 
Kazalschina of the Brigadirovsky district. 


Shevchenko district. In with. Chigrin of the same district, several 
families were swollen from hunger. 


The hungry people gather at the village council and the cooperatives 
every day, demanding the distribution of bread. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU Kucherov 
Appendix No. 4. Mass demonstrations 


Bryansk lips. In with. Rotten Klintsovskaya Vol. of the same county on 
May 20, the chairman of the village council announced to the church 
headman about the transfer of the empty church house (according to 
the court order) for the cultural needs of the village. On the same day, 
the property was recorded in the house, after which the house was 
boarded up. 


The church elder (middle peasant, former coachman of the police 
bailiff 2°) led agitation among the peasants, calling on them to protest 
against the transfer of the priest's house. A few days before the 
announcement of the decree on the transfer of the house, he traveled to 
the mountains. Bryansk to the bishop ”! apply for an appointment as a 
priest in s. Rotten the former sexton, declaring that until the priest is 
appointed, he will be able to defend the church house. As a result of his 
campaigning in the afternoon of May 20, a crowd of 60 women burst 
into one of the courtyards where the commission for registering 
agricultural taxation objects worked, threatening the members of the 
commission: house, give me the keys”; "You don't close the Jewish 
faces, synagogues, but drown our faith." The crowd, seeing the 
ineffectiveness of the threats, went to the priest's house, where they 
broke the castle and began cleaning the apartment (washing the floors, 
cleaning the walls, etc.), preparing it for the arrival of the new priest. 


On the performance of women in the village. The peasants of the 
neighboring villages of Rudnyak and Terekhovka recognized 
Gnilushah, from where a crowd of women of up to 200 people came to 
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help. The crowd was led by two men (religious fanatics). The crowd did 
not let the Klintsovsky PEC member, the assistant prosecutor and the 
head of the RAO who came to the village to speak, interrupting with 
shouts: “Bloodsuckers, thick muzzles, down with it, why did you come, 
you didn’t bring us bread, but you are giving chaff, you didn’t give 
flour for Easter,” etc. P. 


The PEC member and others were forced to leave. The crowd 
accompanied them with whistles, whoops and shouts of "hurray". An 
hour later the crowd dispersed. 


Mogilev district. From May 1, the Kormyansky Regional Commission 
proposed to the Khlevlyansky Village Council to temporarily ban the 
performance of religious rituals in the region, due to the outbreak of the 
flu epidemic there. 


Chairman of the church council der. Khlevnoy (aka the priest of the 
Khlevlyanskaya church) categorically refused to comply with the RIK's 
resolution.On May 1, ringing the alarm bell gathered a crowd of 
peasants, calling to demand from the local CP (b) B cell to open a church 
in connection with the celebration of Easter. A crowd of up to 300 
people, shouting "Beat the Communists and Leninists, give Trotsky 
here," approached the village council building, demanding the opening 
of the church. Despite explanations for the need to temporarily close 
the church, the crowd did not disperse until their demand was 
satisfied. During the speech, the peasants tried to beat the chairman of 
the village council. The peasants beat the accountant of the local 
consumer society for trying to defend the chairman of the village 
council. 


Mogilev-Podolsk district. May 10 in the village. Volodievtsy arrived in 
a party of land surveyors to carry out work on land management. In the 
morning, groups of women began to gather in the village, among who 
were campaigning to prevent land surveyors from entering the fields 
by kulaks and an anti-Soviet element. At noon, when the land 
surveyors were getting to work, one of the women sounded the 
alarm. The gathered crowd of peasants went into the field, where they 
overturned two carts with tools, threw stakes, and then began to beat 
the surveyors. After the beating, the surveyors were taken to the 
village, where the peasants intended to lynch them. 
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Thanks to the managerial and resourcefulness of the chairman of the 
village council, the land surveyors were "arrested" by him and put in 
the "cold" one, and the crowd dispersed after the admonition from the 
chairman of the village council. 


The leaders of the district who arrived in the village, and then the 
representative of the district center, convened a plenum of the village 
council. At the plenum, some members of the village council spoke out 
categorically against land management, declaring that otherwise an 
uprising was possible. However, the plenum of the village council 
decided to continue land management under the responsibility of all 
members of the village council, instructing them to carry out 
appropriate work on their plots. 


On May 11, when the surveyors went back to the field, a crowd of 700 
people armed with shovels and stakes arrived at the place of work and 
beat the surveyors, driving them out of the field. 


On May 12, land surveyors again went into the field to carry out 
work. A crowd of peasants, called by the alarm bell, in the amount of 
800 people for the third time did not allow land managers to work. 


On the same day, in the evening, a meeting of the poor and the 
agricultural sector was held, at which the question of land management 
was discussed; the peasants who spoke out noted that "land 
management is not necessary" and that "the peasants are not against 
Soviet power, but only against land management.” To the question 
posed by the prosecutor: "Is it necessary to punish those responsible for 
the beating of land surveyors", the audience answered in the 
affirmative. As a result, the question of land management remained 
open. 


On May 13, a general meeting of peasants was called again, who, 
however, refused to discuss the issue of land management. 


Due to the aggravation of the situation, land surveying work was 
postponed for several days. Explanatory work is being carried out 
among the agricultural sector and the poor. 
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The arrest of the initiators of the speech and the participants in the 
beating (only 8 people, among them a priest, a former gendarme, a 
former landowner and kulaks) did not cause any excesses. 


Shevchenko district. In with. Krynki Shpolyansky district On May 8, 9 
and 10, excesses took place due to the transition to joint cultivation of 
land (POP). The decree on the transition to POPs was adopted in 
March, and the majority of the middle peasantry did not agree with 
this. Instead of clarifying this issue at the meeting, the chairman of the 
district KNS shouted: "Whoever does not want, we will twist into a 
ram's horn, send them", etc. As a result, out of 505 farms, only 162 
agreed to switch to POPs. Of the 24 authorized four selected for signing 
the charter (middle peasants) refused to sign the charter. 


On May 8, when a surveyor went to the field to carry out work, a crowd 
of 100 people gathered tried to disrupt the surveyor's work. 


On the morning of May 9, a crowd of men (40 people), approaching the 
village council, threatened to beat the land surveyor and all the workers 
carrying out land management. 


On the evening of the same day, the peasants held a meeting to elect 
delegates from those who did not want land management. The 
secretary of the cell, who arrived at the meeting and declared that the 
meeting was illegal, was severely beaten. 


On May 10, the crowd, surrounding the village council, demanded the 
issuance of documents to delegates traveling to Kharkov. 


Slavgorodsky district. May 12 in the village. Good N.-Alekseevsky 
area to resolve land issues, a general meeting of peasants was convened 
(for the second time, since the first meeting was disrupted by 
kulaks). Among those present there were 15 people of kulaks-Baptists 
who did not allow the meeting to be conducted by shouting: “We will 
not allow the commune “Krasnaya Niva” to give our land. If they give 
up our land, we will kill everyone, we ourselves will not give it up alive, 
call a detachment of soldiers, anyway we will not give up our land; only 
then will you take the land when we shed our blood and the blood of 
our enemies." As a result of the activity of the kulaks, the meeting was 
disrupted. 
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On May 14, the land surveyor appointed a third meeting, to which none 
of the poor and middle peasants came, fearing revenge from the 
kulaks. On the night of May 14-15, a group of kulaks, opponents of land 
management, organized an illegal meeting, agreeing to take decisive 
measures to disrupt land management in the village, using women for 
this purpose, who should not allow work to be carried out. 


On May 16, the land surveyor, who went to the field to draw the border, 
was greeted by a crowd of women (up to 100 people), who began to 
break the milestones, scatter stakes, shovels and other accessories from 
the cart. The chairman of the village council, who was trying to calm 
the crowd, was beaten with stakes by the women, and a policeman and 
one of the members of the commune who came to restore order were 
also beaten. 


The women, armed with stakes and shovels, organized day and night 
protection of the border. Attempts to start work ended with the guards 
again destroying the milestones and throwing stakes. Each member of 
the commune who came to the place of work was inevitably 
accompanied by a woman "guard".A detachment of organized 
protection of women stood in the field until May 20, i.e., until the arrival 
of workers from the district to the village to eliminate the protest. On 
May 21, the land surveyor began work. 


The initiators of the speech partially try to hide from prosecution by 
leaving the village in the field. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU Kucherov 


Appendix No. 5. Anti-Soviet activity of clergy and anti-Soviet 
elements 


Tula lips. In with. A week before Easter, a local priest in Pukovoye of 
the Pakhomovskiy district was actively campaigning against 
participation in anti-religious evenings, as a result, no one from the 
population cameto the evening organized on Easter in the red corner 
of 222 village councils. In addition, the church council sent out notices to 
all villages that the church was supposed to be closed, and called on the 
population "to come to the Easter service in order to prevent the closure 
of the church.” As a result, the church was overcrowded with peasants 
on Easter. 


374 


In the villages of Zhukovo and Novo-Nikolskoye, Epifanovsky district, 
while passing by the churches of the Komsomol carnivals, believers, 
mostly wealthy, threw stones at them shouting: "Hooligans, bandits, let 
you all be destroyed by a thunderstorm, thanks to you there is no good 
life." 


In with. Znamenskoye during Easter Matins, where a radio broadcast 
was organized, believers threw stones, as a result the radio broadcast 
had to be stopped. 


LVO. The kulaks, the well-to-do and anti-Soviet element of the 
countryside, not daring to openly protest on May 1, campaigned 
against participation in demonstrations and meetings, in some cases 
trying to disrupt the solemn atmosphere of the proletarian holiday with 
hooligan antics. 


Novgorod district. A peasant from the Latvian colony Lyuben fired a 
gun at a red flag hoisted on a steam locomotive on May 1. 


Velikiye Luki District. During the anti-religious evening in the hut- 
reading room with. Sivtsovo shutters were knocked out. 


Leningrad district. On the night of May 5, an anti-religious 
demonstration in the village. Strelna was fired several shots from a 
shotgun. None of the demonstrators were injured due to the distance. 


Borovichi district. On May 3, an anti-religious evening organized by 
local Komsomol members was disrupted at the Yartsevskaya school of 
the Velsky district. During the lecture, glass was shattered by thrown 
stones at the school. 


Minsk District (BVO). On May 4, the students of the Pukhovicheskaya 
Seven-Year Plan organized a carnival. As the carnival passed along the 
street, past the church, a group of church councilors threw stones, sticks 
and poured sand towards the carnival participants. The same persons 
called on believers to beat the participants in the anti-religious 
demonstration. When one of the stone-throwers hit an anti-religious 
poster and knocked him down, a member of the church council who 
was present at the meeting said: "He gave it so that the cap of a Soviet 
priest fell off." Believers in the Pukhovichi borough scolded the 
demonstrators and shouted: "All of them must be shot." 
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Gomel District. On May 4, the secretary of the Vetka district committee 
of the LKSMB together with the Komsomol and party members of the 
village. Demyanki of the Vetka District, among 10 people, came to the 
neighboring village of Vilevo to hold an anti-religious evening at the 
school. In Vilev they were met by a crowd of about 60 peasants standing 
near the church. Part of the peasants (25 people) followed the people 
who came to school. At school, a peasant with. Vilevo, addressing the 
Komsomol members, said: "Who allowed you to come here and corrupt 
the school, if you arrange an evening at school today, we will break all 
the windows." Following these words, the peasants standing in the 
street began to throw stones at the school windows and the Komsomol 
members who came from Demyanka were forced to hide in the 
teachers’ room. After sitting there until late at night, they went home. 


Berdichevsky district (Ukraine). April 21, on the eve of Palm 
Sunday 2%, pop c. Derevichki, preaching in the church, said: "If among 
the peasants there are people saturated with the communist spirit, then 
let them leave the church and go to the Selbud [monk] 2” to the Jewish 
hirelings." 


On May 2, when a service was taking place in the church and a meeting 
of the party cell in the Selbud [Inca], the priest's supporters began 
throwing stones at the believers in order to provoke an excess. In 
response, the believers threw stones at the Selbud [monk]. 


Mass demonstrations on religious grounds 


Zinovievsky district (Ukraine). On the night of May 3 and 5 in the 
village. New Prague in the same area held anti-religious 
demonstrations near churches. The demonstrations were accompanied 
by a number of excesses. 


So, on May 5, during an anti-religious demonstration near the 
Fedorovskaya church, stones were thrown at the demonstrators from 
the church fence (2 people were wounded). The same took place during 
a demonstration near the Nicholas and Assumption churches. 


During a demonstration near the St. Nicholas Church, under the 
influence of provocative rumors that firefighters would flood the 
faithful with water in order to prevent them from blessing Easter, a 
crowd of believers tried to lynch the demonstrators. The demobilized 
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Red Army soldier Sazonenko present in the crowd, addressing the 
demonstrators, said: “What are you doing, you are saying that religion 
is free, and now you have come to interfere. You can't do that. So, you 
won't lead the masses. " 


The next day, by order of the [one] prisoner, Sazonenko was arrested 
by the police. While in the detention facility, Sazonenko hanged 
himself, leaving a note in which he indicated that “he is being hanged 
because he considers himself innocent, for he is an atheist” 
(Sazonenko's funeral took place without incidents). 


The commission that left for the scene established the wrong action of 
the people [one] of the trail [of the person] and the police. At the 
suggestion of the commission, the district committee carried out 
appropriate explanatory work among the peasantries. 


Samara District (SVO). In with. Kalashnikovka B. Glushitskiy district 
at the end of April the plenum of the village council passed a resolution 
to ban a priest from walking around the village with a cross on Easter 
days. The decision was motivated by the fact that venereal diseases had 
spread among the population. However, this issue was not coordinated 
with the higher Soviet and party organizations. There was also no 
awareness-raising campaign. The village council limited itself only to 
the fact that he sent the extract from the protocol to the priest, who, 
having received the extract, told the chairman of the village council: 
"There is no stamp on your extract, so I consider this document invalid." 


On May 7, the priest decided to make a detour around the village with 
a cross. But when he walked around several houses, the chairman of 
the village council forbade him to proceed further. Stopping bypassing, 
the priest sent his daughters in order to inform the population about 
this. The peasants began a pilgrimage to the priest, to whom he 
declared: "I stopped going round with a cross because the village 
council was arrested for it." 


A crowd of peasants gathered near the house of the priest in the amount 
of up to 120 people began to ask him to resume the round. To this, the 
priest was asked to open a meeting of believers and make an 
appropriate resolution. The meeting was held. Under the dictation of 
the priest, his daughter wrote a decree demanding the resumption of 
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the round with the cross. After that, the crowd, led by the priest and 
two kulaks, "disenfranchised", went to the village council, demanding 
the removal of the priest's arrest and the cancellation of the order of the 
village council prohibiting walking with a cross in the village. Having 
not received a satisfactory answer, the crowd attacked the chairman of 
the village council and began to beat him, demanding the seal of the 
village council from him. However, he managed to escape. 


The police arrested a priest and two kulaks - "disenfranchised". 


Orenburg district. In with. Sharlyk of the Sharlyk region on the night 
of May 5, during the procession of the cross, the believers, according to 
religious custom, fired several shots from shotguns. In this regard, the 
head of the RAO arrested the chairman of the church council, a priest 
and two peasants. A crowd of 30 women spoke up in defense of the 
arrested and they were released. 


The next day, 6 May in the morning, the released were summoned to 
the RAO for interrogation. Upon learning of this, a crowd of peasants 
gathered in the amount of 300 people demanded their release, and at 
the same time put forward the demand for "the supply of bread." 


The district committee of the CPSU (b) created an armed detachment 
from the members of the CPSU (b) to maintain public order. 


The terror of the churchmen 


Minsk District (BVO). On the night of 15-16 May in the village. A fire 
broke out on glaciers, which destroyed the property of 6 poor 
households, which on the day of the first furrow organized plowing of 
the field. It was established that the fire was caused by arson on the 
basis of revenge of the kulaks on the poor for the fact that she worked 
on the first day of Easter. 


In the same district, on May 5, in the Baydat village council, a poor man 
was beaten for saying: "Down with the religious dope, long live Soviet 
holidays." 


Berdichevsky district (Ukraine). On the night of May 7 in the 
village. Derevichki, Lyubarsky district, a fire destroyed the village 
council building, which housed a credit partnership, a party cell, a 
Komsomol cell, a village council and a selbud [monk]. 
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At the time of the fire in Selbud, a performance was taking place, which 
was attended by up to 400 people, and before the performance, 
conversations were held on an anti-religious topic. The fire was caused 
by arson as the outer doors were locked and tied. 


Leaflets 


Novgorod District (LVO). In the town of Soltsy, on the eve of May 1, a 
leaflet of hooligan content was found near the cooperative. 


Tula lips. In the Pakhomovsky district, priests in the villages of 
Dudinets and Podhozheny issued leaflets at Easter with an appeal to 
attend church on Easter days, threatening the "atheists" with God's 
wrath. 


Khopersky District (NVKray). In the hut. Archadinsky, Mikhailovsky 
District, on April 18-20, a leaflet was found written by hand in pencil 
on an eight-piece sheet of smoking paper in block letters, with the 
following content: “Day of May 1 is the day of the celebration of Soviet- 
Jewish robbers. The robbed and all those subject to robbery, do not 
participate in the celebrations of your robbers, do not go to their 
gatherings, and thus make your first protest. Let one Soviet-Jewish 
trash, Jewish henchmen celebrate its predatory holiday. "Union of 
Liberation". On April 19, four more leaflets of similar content and one 
leaflet with the following content were found there: 


“Cossacks! You see, the Soviet-Jewish robbery has reached the highest 
degree. While giving up everything for now, save your strength for the 
upcoming in the near future, the total destruction of Jewish-Soviet 
henchmen. Remembering that the Jews look at us like dogs, know that 
there will be no end to the robbery until we all, as one person, take up 
arms. That you have hung your noses, that you bow your heads in front 
of the bastards. Everything in your village Zelenskiy, Kulagin and other 
extraneous bastard, acting on the orders of the Jews, must be 
destroyed. Be ready, Cossack, to overthrow the Soviet-Jewish 
robbers. Hear, soon the call will be - our hour has come. "Union of 
Liberation". 


Rubtsovsky District (Siberia). May 4 in the village. Titovka in the 
premises of Nardom was found two leaflets, written in block letters, 
with the following content (spelling of the original) *. 
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Long live the power of the people. Circle of Defense ". 
Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU Kucherov 
Note: 


* The following reading of the text is suggested: “Dear comrades, Easter 
is coming. In these days we must unite even more and by common 
efforts to overthrow the violence of the communists, who oppress us 
everywhere. Dear comrades, in this letter we want to tell you that 
everywhere and everywhere strong oppression of the working 
people. We have information that our workers are starving. Where 
does the bread go, which the communists took from us? The workers 
are beginning to worry about a war. The workers are against the 
communists, we need to support them. We urge you, dear comrades, 
do not hand over bread, it will be useful to us in our difficult 
moment. Although we are being boycotted, you poor people, do not fall 
for the deception of the Communists, you will stay with us. Stock up on 
weapons, sharp force - pikes, pitchforks, axes - our weapons. There are 
already results - some communists are thrown out of the party. Thanks 
to our comrades, gendarme Tatarintsev was thrown out of the party - 
thanks to Ostakhov, who spoke openly. There would be more such 
brave comrades. Comrade Ostakhov, be calm, don't be afraid that the 
communists will fire you from your job - their power has little time 
left. Comrade Morozov, Nikilyakin, Kazantsov and others, about 
whom we wrote in those letters, can live in peace. Our defense circle 
takes your darkness into account. Ostakhov was mistakenly recorded 
not his areas, where he was in order to write a plan for how to work. can 
live in peace.Our defense circle takes your darkness into 
account. Ostakhov was mistakenly recorded not his areas where he was 
in order to write a plan for how to work. 


Communist spies are watching us, and there are more of us, our 
strength is growing every day, they are before us like a drop in the 
ocean. A moment will come when all the communists will fly like goose 
down. We demand from the communists that our letters should not be 
kept in their pockets, but read to the people. Strength - among the 
people and the people will tell the fate of us or you. We are writing a 
third letter, and if this letter is later detained and not read to the people, 
we will take action right up to the murder one at a time. Down with the 
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violence of the communists! Long live the people's power! We 
announce that we will temporarily stop writing letters. Circle of 
Defense ". 


Appendix No. 6. Eastern national republics and autonomous regions 
Mass performances 
BASHKIRIA 


In the village. Yangiskaly Burunovskaya par. Sterlitamak canton on the 
basis of the closure of the mosque (one of three) marked mass 
demonstrations of peasants (believers). The latter besieged the village 
council in impressive crowds for three days, demanding the immediate 
opening of the mosque. On the last day, the crowd proceeded to the 
mosque, tore off the seal and lock and removed the red flag from the 
tower of the mosque and trampled into the mud. A guard of women 
was posted at night, the latter even settled in the mosque. The village 
council and the local party cell, seeing the heightened mood of the 
peasants, turned to Kuchaev, a member of the cantkom bureau of the 
VKP, who lives in Burunovskaya Volost. The latter, arriving at the 
place, called a meeting of the poor to resolve the issue, but the crowd of 
believers who came to the meeting disrupted the meeting. Those who 
came said: "We do not need secrets, let them gather a general civic 
meeting and explain to everyone." The meeting was called. 


When the question arose in the plane of allowing the transfer of the 
mosque to the school, those present said: "We pay a tax for the school, 
the mosque should not be closed." The closure of the mosque by the All- 
Russian Central Executive Committee is not authorized, the closure 
was carried out on the initiative of local organizations without 
appropriate training of the population / 


In with. Yanurusovo On May 18, on the eve of the religious holiday of 
Eid al-Adha, a crowd of peasants of up to 200 people, incited by the 
Muslim spirit of the said village and vil. Utyakovo (adjacent) and other 
anti-Soviet elements, came to the club (the premises of the former 
mosque, closed on the basis of a decree of local authorities with the 
approval of the Bashkir Central Executive Committee). The crowd that 
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came broke all the club equipment, threw all the things on the street, 
turning the room back into a mosque. During the atrocities, the crowd 
shouted indignantly: "Beat the Communists and Komsomol 
members." The latter, fearing the massacre of the crowd, hid in all 
directions. In addition, on May 21, a fire broke out in Yanurusovo for 
unknown reasons, which destroyed up to 70 households. The anti- 
Soviet element, taking advantage of this opportunity, led an intensified 
agitation among the population, accusing the communists and 
Komsomol members of deliberate arson, produced due to the selection 
of the mosque by the believers. Such agitation had a corresponding 
influence on the masses; as a result, the communists, Komsomol 
members and the local authorities in the person of the village council 
were finally terrorized. In fact, power passed into the hands of the 
kulak-prosperous elite of the village. 


The head of the volmilitia, who left for the scene, instead of bringing to 
justice the real perpetrators of the incident, falling under the influence 
of an anti-Soviet element, led the investigation with a bias of accusing 
the communists and Komsomol members of arson. 


On May 24, the peasants, led by an anti-Soviet element, in order to 
finally provoke the village council, called a meeting and raised the 
question of his re-election, accusing the members of the village council 
that they did not protect the interests of the peasants. However, this 
issue remained unresolved due to the fact that some of those present at 
the meeting did not agree with the re-election. 


May 12 in the village. Kavetka Zubo-Berezovsky village council 
Chishminskaya vol. In the Ufa canton, where the village council began 
distributing seeds among the poor from the local voluntary seed fund, 
a group of 50 women approached the public barn under the leadership 
of the middle peasant with a categorical demand to stop issuing seeds 
to the poor and distribute seeds to those farms that brought them into 
the local seed fund. The seed distributors and the poor continued their 
work, ignoring the demands of the women. Then a crowd of women 
threatened to be attacked and beaten, forced to close the seed barn and 
dispersed the distributors and the poor who came to get the seeds. 
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The next day from the village. Four women were delegated to the WIC 
with similar demands and statements that they would not allow the 
distribution of seeds to the poor. 


Local kulaks were the instigators of the women. Representatives of the 
cantonal authorities were sent to the scene to investigate the case. 


In connection with the robbery on the night of May 9 of the cathedral 
in the mountains. Sterlitamak and the arrest of the threat of three 
priests, the church head, the psalmist and three nuns suspected of 
stealing church property, on May 9 in the morning a crowd of believers, 
mostly women, began to flock to the cathedral, demanding to open the 
cathedral for prayer (the cathedral was closed, as it worked there the 
commission created by the city council to check the remaining church 
property). Having achieved no results, the crowd moved to the city 
council, demanding the release of the arrested priests and the church 
head. After the arrest of the most active women (tradesmen), the crowd 
dispersed. 


On May 10, early in the morning, a crowd of believers gathered at the 
cathedral again with the same demands - to open the cathedral. Having 
stood in this way until 2 pm, the crowd forced their way into the 
cathedral and began to beat the members of the commission who were 
there, and one of the women, removing the red headscarf from a 
member of the commission, a member of the city council, hit her. 


The crowd was removed from the cathedral by police arriving at the 
scene. At the end of the commission's work, the cathedral was opened, 
where a divine service was held at 5 pm. An investigation is underway 
on the spot. 


In with. Ussen-Ivanovka Belebey parish and the canton of about 300 
women, from the villages of Mikhailovskaya, Usen-Ivanovka and 
Chermasin, who left the church, went to the premises of the club and 
began to demand a volost hut and the secretary of the village 
council. The latter initially tried to hide, but owing to the persistent 
demands of the crowd, they were forced to come to her. The crowd 
demanded an explanation - what should be done to prevent the eviction 
of the priest from the apartment (the church house where the priest 
lived was transferred to the use of the village council by the decree of 
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the VIK). The attempt of the volost hut and the secretary of the village 
council to give an explanation failed, due to hostile remarks from the 
audience. A meeting was followed by the crowd, presided over by a 
secretary elected from among the women. The meeting decided to 
“firmly insist that, given our religiosity, reconsider the question of 
taking away the priest's house. " The meeting elected three delegates to 
enforce this resolution. The inspirers of the performance were the 
church head, former white, pop s. Ussen-Ivanovka and the deacon, as 
well as a group of kulaks. An investigation is underway. 


Sredne-Volga Region 


Ulyanovsk District.In with. N-Temersyan (Tatars) of the 
Bogdashkinsky district at an expanded meeting of the board of the 
consumer society, together with an activist on the issue of sowing 
campaigns and grain procurements, the chairman of the revolutionary 
commission opposed the proposal to send 15 people from the 
cooperative asset to the district. After the meeting, the podkulachnik 
Naumetdinov came to the apartment where the representative of the 
regional executive committee and the employees of the RIK stayed and 
said: “Why did you come and on what basis did you choose the 
representatives. Go report, there are 200-300 people waiting for you. 
" After a while, the chairman of the Revolutionary Commission came 
here. To the question of the representative of the RIK - what kind of 
meeting that requires us, he replied: "We convened a meeting on the 
issue of the division of land." The crowd, called, supposedly, to resolve 
land issues, did not disperse until morning. Shouts came from the 
crowd: "Pull them out of the apartment and beat them." The next day, 
when the representatives of the RIK went to the village council, to the 
plenum, a group of 15 people, headed by Naumetdinov, stopped them 
and began to demand an explanation about the meeting. In response to 
one tactless word of the authorized regional executive committee, 
Osipov, Naumetdinov grabbed his sleeve and shouted: "Get 
ready." After some time, a crowd (about 200 people) gathered to shout, 
demanding that a protocol drawn up against Osipov. Shouts were 
heard from the crowd: "All of them must be killed." Then the crowd 
went to the village council, where a protocol against Osipov was drawn 
up. The plenum of the village council was disrupted. Arrested in the 
case: the chairman of the Revolutionary Commission, Naumetdinov 
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(podkulachnik) and one "disenfranchised", a former organizer of 
counter-revolutionary gangs in 1919. 


Buguruslan district. The newly elected village council der. Ashitovo 
(Tatarskoe) Abdulinsky district, taking into account the proposal of the 
peasants at the pre-election meetings to find funds for the construction 
of a new school, decided to transfer one mosque (out of two) for a 
school. This issue was previously discussed at a general meeting of 
peasants. Having secured the appropriate resolution of the RIK, the 
village activists began to accept the premises of the mosque from the 
religious community. There was no resistance from the latter. At the 
moment when the red flag was hung on the minaret, a crowd of 100 
women gathered at the mosque, demanding the release of the 
mosque. Some women began to tear down the hung portraits of the 
leaders. One woman grabbed one activist by the throat, slapped him on 
the cheek and beat him in the side. Another ("deprived") began to beat 
the pioneer, and the candidate of the CPSU (b) who tried to defend the 
pioneer was hit in the chest. Mullah defiantly submitted an application 
for dedication, arguing that after the closure of the mosque, he did not 
want to serve. 


Penza district. In with. Reshetino (Tatars) of the Pachelmsky region at 
the end of May, in connection with the convening of a meeting to re- 
elect the board of the cooperatives, local merchants and the mullah 
spread rumors about the closure of the mosque, as a result of which a 
crowd of about 400 people, partially armed with pellets, pitchforks, 
arrived at the meeting place with shouts: “We will not allow the closure 
of the mosque,” “beat the communists,” etc. There were attempts to 
beat up some party members and activists. Five people were arrested, 
including a mullah. An investigation is underway. 


Leaflets distributed by religious propagandists in Chechnya 


So, I'll start with the great name of Allah. I respected Abdul-Azis (Don 
Sheptu-kayev), but I have not yet composed an Arabic song. Now I will 
compose at the request of his murids: 


His face was radiant. He was an honest man and respected the people, 
although there were some swaggers about him 7°, but he did not take 
this into account and did not want to argue about it. 
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He respected all the sheikhs very much. He never tried to show himself 
as a great sheikh, but behaved like such a person, he prayed all the time 
in the mosque, and not at home, and every day he kept uraza 7. 


His behavior and conversation were similar to those of his leader, Elih 
Mullah. I appeal to everyone who knows me that I am currently left 
alone - all my friends and sheikhs have died, those who pity me, I ask 
them to cry. 


I was left to live with wild wolves who are pagans and infidels. 

I ask God to help the prophet and all the sheikhs. 

Compiled by Sagid Mulla Gaisumov - sat down. Shawls. 

Shala Mantsaev rewrote - sat down. Tausen of the Vedensky district. 
Turning to God 

(translated from Chechen into Arabic text) 


Every day the religion of Muslims falls and the right of religion also 
falls, and in connection with this, the people are destroyed. "Yarabona, 
Yarabona" (we ask you, God, to help us). 


Also, the clergy, the Koran and holy books have now been destroyed 
and the sheikhs have diminished, on the basis of this, Islam was left 
without a spiritual leader. "Yarabona, Yarabona". 


The atheist communists want to be at the head and the right of religion 
want to completely destroy and become the leaders of the whole 
world. We ask you. "Yarabona, Yarabona". 


You, god, do not count anyone in the world. You gave them the right 
to say whatever they want, that's why they say that there is no 
God. "Yarabona, Yarabona". 


A lot of slander has been created, there are no faithful people, there are 
more fearful people left. "Yarabona, Yarabona". 


Local clergy have lost their authority and also lost their authority in 
religion and are not considered respectable old people. "Yarabona, 
Yarabona". 
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The popular holy Koran has lost its authority, as well as the tariqah 
(sects), there is no leader of the tariqah and sharia, and therefore the 
atheist communists were able to become the head. "Yarabona, 
Yarabona". 


Those who know and understand [in] this [m] mullahs and sheikhs can 
imagine that this is the last stage of the destruction of the whole 
world. "Yarabona, Yarabona". 


There are very few people who reckon with their mother and father, as 
well as those who are loyal to their neighbors, helping sheiks and 
mullahs. "Yarabona, Yarabona". 


There are absolutely no people left to help the poor and sheikhs who 
reckon with the mullahs. "Yarabona, Yarabona". 


Supyan Arsamikov.(Mugalim madrasah, village of St. Yurt, 
Nadterechny district). 


Translation from Arabic 


We ask you, Allah, that in the near future you destroy the Soviet power, 
a powerful weapon of oppression of the dark people, and we 
congratulate the Nikolayev time ?””, which was useful and beneficial for 
the working people. 


We ask that the Soviet government be left without leaders who are 
oppressors of the people, who take bread from the peasants and 
persecute the rich, taxing them. The present moment is dangerous and 
harmful for the clergy - we ask you to destroy the Soviet regime. 


Translation from Arabic 


I begin to write with the great name of God, in the world you look at 
the Orthodox and Muslims alike, but in the next world we know that 
you will only let Muslims into paradise. On the day we lie dying, we 
ask that you make us not forget you. Kunta-Haji, at this moment you 
help us, as well as Sheikhs Apti and Usman-Haji, help us. We ask you, 
Allah, and the Prophet Mohammed to give us a sultan from Turkey 
who would rule and stand at the head of all Muslims. We also ask 
Sheikh Elih Mullah to intercede with Allah for us. 


Iam sending you our salam-marzhala, our great prophet Mohammed. 
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Translation from Arabic 


Sheikhs all died and I remained very boring after the death of all 
sheikhs, Sheikh Deni Arsanov also died. Sheikh Denis was my right 
hand, but after his death my right hand dried up and my left hand 
became crippled. He helped us in everything. He was an honest man, 
he himself was not afraid of anyone, but on the contrary, everyone was 
afraid of him. During wars, he never showed his back, but on the 
contrary, he was brave. As among the mountains there are the most 
prominent, so he was one of the most prominent tall people. In the 
meetings, he was a front-line man. He was never afraid of officials 
(authorities) and said whatever he wanted. He was a pillar of the sharia 
nakishbandiet *, after his death the roof of the tariqa collapsed. God 
grant that he would go to heaven and receive the first and best benefit. 


We ask you, God, to help the Prophet Mohammed and _ all 
Muslims. Shapa Antsaev wrote, sat down. Tausen of the Vedensky 
district. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU_ Kucherov, Note: * An- 
Naqshbandiyya - ideology in Islam. 


Table of the movement of strikes at enterprises of the state industry 
of the USSR for the period April-May 1929 
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* Tn the document the total is incorrect, it follows - 1554. 
** Tn the document, the total is incorrect, it follows - 5744. 
Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU Kucherov 

Review of the political state of the USSR in June 1929 
Top secret 

July ** 1929 


At the same time, an overview of the political state of the USSR for June 
1929 is being transmitted. The review is compiled on the basis of data 
from the Information Department of the OGPU. 


This survey, in view of its top-secret nature, should be kept on par with 
the code. Making copies and making extracts is not allowed in any case. 


The PP of the OGPU and the heads of the provincial and regional 
departments of the OGPU can give an overview for reading to the 
secretaries of the regional committees, district and regional committees 
and the Bureau of the Central Committee of the CPSU (b). 


There are three annexes and one table in the review. 
Deputy Chairman of the OGPU 

Berry 

Head of the Information Department of the OGPU 


Alekseev 
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Workers 


Raising labor productivity and reducing labor force in textile 
factories 


At a number of textile factories (Leningrad, Moscow region, 
Ivanovskaya and Sredne-Volzhskaya oblasts), dissatisfaction was 
noted among groups of workers with measures to raise labor 
productivity and reduce the number of workers released in connection 
with these measures. Discontent in most cases is explained by the 
insufficiently thoughtful and serious approach to the issue on the part 
of the administration, poor explanatory work during the events and 
arbitrariness and mistakes made during reductions. 


In connection with the tightening of the working day, insufficient 
clarification of the issue, a decrease after the compaction of wages in 
June, there were two strikes of insignificant groups of workers (the 
"Privolzhskaya kommuna" factory - Ivanovskaya oblast and Paper 
spinning mill No. 3 GKhVTrest - Moscow) and “Italian” strike of 400 
workers at the Vladimir factory “Communist avant-garde”. 


The sharpest dissatisfaction associated with the compaction and 
reduction in the reporting month was revealed in a number of 
Leningrad factories (Krasnaya Nit, Oktyabrskaya, Rabochy, etc.). In 
these factories, insufficiently thought out and, moreover, hastily taken 
measures to raise labor productivity led to machine downtime, 
excessive overload of workers, etc. 


The increase in discontent in individual factories in Leningrad was 
facilitated by an additional reduction in groups of workers, more than 
700 people in total (the Krasnaya Nit factory - 120 people, Red Mayak - 
200 people, Oktyabrskaya - 135 people, Rabochy - 170 people and etc.) 
in addition to the reduction of 820 workers originally planned by 
Lentextil. 


In some cases, the lists of those to be cut were not coordinated with the 
trade unionists, persons who had no means of subsistence were cut, and 
non-members of the Union were left in production. 


On this basis, on June 18, an anonymous letter with the signature 
“Fighting Committee” was received at the factory “Rabochy” in the 
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name of the administration. The anonymous letter stated that "The 
Fighting Committee cannot indifferently look at the reduction of mullti- 
family, widows who can only go out into the street to sell 
themselves." The anonymous letter ended with the words: "In the name 
of our duty, we declare terror." 


The facts are noted when the discontent of the workers was used by 
anti-Soviet persons who, with their demagogic attacks, tried to restore 
groups of workers against the Soviet regime and pushed them to strike 
actions. 


At the Izmailovskaya factory (Syzran Okrug - SVO), in connection with 
the compaction (switching to two machines), anti-Soviet people 
pointed out to the workers that the Soviet government "is trying to 
press the workers and tie them to the machine harder than in tsarist 
times." 


At this factory and at Rumyantsevskaya, the workers were completely 
unprepared for the tightening of the working day. The event was not 
sufficiently explained to the workers and was carried out by the 
administration without elaboration not only with the trade union 
committee, but also without discussion at the production meeting. 


Strikes at glass factories in the Vladimir District 


At some glass factories of Tsegostrest, where there were a number of 
conflicts in May caused by long delay in wages, strikes related to 
rationing issues were noted in the reporting month. 


A group of workers of 20 people from the Hutten workshop went on 
strike at the Velikodvorsk glass factory. These workers abandoned the 
production of Halal ?* small size, motivating its refusal by the fact that 
their earnings to the development of the halal falls. 


A group of workers of 8 people (including five party members and one 
Komsomol member) did not start work at the Bukharin plant. It is 
characteristic that the head of this plant for a long time completely did 
not pay attention to the statements of the workers demanding to revise 
the production rates. Workers are dissatisfied with the norms due to 
poor equipment of the bath oven ”. 


Seasons 
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In June, the number of strikes among seasonal workers is the same as 
the number of strikes in May (75 and 76); the number of strikes in June 
is slightly lower than the number of strikes in June last year (76 versus 
81). 


However, the number of participants in strikes in the reporting month 
is almost twice as high as in May of this year (11067 participants and 
6623) and significantly higher than the number of participants in June 
strikes last year (11067 and 8977). 


The increase in the number of participants in the reporting month is 
explained by the consolidation of strikes that arose in connection with 
dissatisfaction with wages and food difficulties. 


Strikes, which arose out of dissatisfaction with the ration of bread given 
out and interruptions in the supply of food, 20 with the number of 
participants 4400 (about 40% of participants in all strikes among 
seasonal workers) this month, and up to 1000 and more workers took 
part in individual strikes (brick factories of the Kolpinsky District 
Leningrad district). The same was noted in the previous month, when 
also about 35% of seasonal workers went on strike because of food 
difficulties (20 strikes with 2268 participants). 


In the past year, the strikes among seasonal workers were mostly due 
to a number of private reasons (harsh living conditions, poor working 
conditions, etc.) and involved significantly smaller groups of workers. 


Here are the facts of the most significant strikes at seasonal work. 


At brick factories No. 1 and No. 2 of Mospromtorg (Moscow district) on 
June 9, 320 order officers went on strike, 7° dissatisfied with their wages 
and the amount of bread given out. The strikers filed an application 
signed by the five artel elders, demanding an increase in bread and 
wages. 


On June 10, 300 peat bogs went on strike at the Beloe Boloto peat plant 
(Borisov district of the Minsk district), dissatisfied with the established 
production standards. Long before the strike, in order to achieve a 
reduction in the norms (the norms are 37,000 bricks for 8 hours of work 
under good conditions and 32,000 in bad quarries), workers began to 
deliberately lower the norms. 


392 


On the eve of the strike, the headmen and authorized artels organized 
a meeting, at which they worked out a statement to the RKK with a 
number of eager demands (setting the daily wage for workers of all 
artels at 3 rubles per day, etc.). 


A number of unhealthy phenomena are noted at the plant. In the peat 
committee elections, thanks to the weakness of the party leadership, the 
candidacy of the party member nominated by the cell was 
defeated. The director of the plant took from the workers 
maharych ?3!. There are only 92 people out of 700 at the plant of the 
Union members. 


Particularly noteworthy are a number of strikes in the Leningrad 
district and, in particular, in the Kolpinsky district of this district, where 
after a strike at the Ermak brick factory, strike sentiment gripped the 
workers of a number of neighboring brick factories (Sverdlovets, Ust- 
Izhorets, Krasny kirpnik "," Revival "). The strikers of these factories 
demanded an increase in the prices and norms of bread (up to 1000 g 


per day). 


The strike at the Yermak plant broke out on June 17 under the influence 
of the agitation of a group of seasonal workers, led by former trade 
union representative Veselkov, and involved 800 workers. Veselkov 
and a group of his supporters went to neighboring factories, 
campaigning for a strike. As a result, on June 18, 112 workers stopped 
working at the neighboring Sverdlovets plant. 


On June 19, 1,200 workers went on strike at the Ust-Izhorets brick 
factory. During this strike, a stone was thrown into one of the horse- 
drawn vehicles and the vehicle was broken. 


On June 20, 253 workers stopped working at the Krasny Bricknik plant, 
and 100 workers at the Pobeda plant on June 20. 120 workers did not 
work at the Vozrozhdenie plant on June 20, 21 and 22. 


Seasonal work in the CCM 


The situation at seasonal work and state farms in the region is 
unfavorable. In most cases, workers’ dissatisfaction is caused by the 
existing level of wages, difficult working conditions, poorly set work 
on labor protection, gross arbitrariness of the administration, etc. 
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Strikes by significant groups of workers on individual state farms are 
noteworthy. 


In the Platnirovsky state farm, 600 laborers went on strike. The 
initiators of the strike were the secretary of the Komsomol cell and the 
Komsomol member. Speaking at meetings, the secretary of the 
Komsomol cell told the workers: "The wages are low and you need to 
work less." The Komsomol member at these meetings openly called for 
the termination of work. Both were expelled from the Komsomol. 


200 workers went on strike at state farm No. 20 of the Pavlovsky district. 


In some seasonal jobs in June there were excesses in connection with 
the arbitrariness and criminal attitude of administrative and technical 
personnel to their duties. 


In the Khulamsky gorge (Kabardino-Balkarian vol.), On the Bizingievo 
road construction site, in the Seker-Me area, an excess arose on June 15 
due to the fact that a group of workers was covered by a landslide (5 
workers were killed, 12 were injured). Despite the fact that the landslide 
began in mid-April, the administrative and technical personnel did not 
take measures to eliminate it. This is due to the indiscretion and 
inactivity of the road department of the regional executive committee. 


Now, after the collapse, indignant workers, agitated by anti-Soviet 
people ("disenfranchised" and others), beat several administrative and 
technical personnel (including two party members), disarmed the 
guards of the warehouse with explosives, etc. At a meeting called in the 
evening, with the participation of representatives of interested 
organizations, anti-Soviet speakers declared: "You need a road to drive 
cars in astrakhan hats." And one chairman of the village council, 
turning to the representatives of the organization, said: "Why did you 
come here, dogs." 


At a rally held on June 16, the workers issued a resolution (which, 
however, was not recorded) to stop road construction in the Khulam 
Gorge. The workers motivated this decision by the fact that there is a 
shortage of food in Balkaria. When the members of the commission 
promised to supply corn, the inhabitants of several villages agreed to 
work. 
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The commission revealed the criminally negligent attitude of the 
technical staff in relation to labor protection at work. The perpetrators 
are brought to justice. 


It should be noted that immediately after the collapse, due to the spread 
of rumors about the large number of victims and the lack of accurate 
information about the actual number of the buried workers, large 
crowds of peasants gathered from the surrounding villages to the crash 
site. However, the workers detained them and did not allow them to 
reach the site of the collapse. 


The incidents took place in Stavropol and Maykop due to the 
disorganized recruitment of the seasonal workforce. 


In early June, a representative of a logging organization that was 
working on the 5th section of the GZD in the area of st. Absheron. This 
representative, without coordinating the issue with the labor exchange, 
announced to a number of organizations that he needed to recruit 
significant groups of workers (up to 1500 people in total). The 
unemployed of Stavropol and the surrounding villages were well 
informed about this. But as a result, it turned out that no more than 300 
people were required to work. The peasants, who were torn away from 
the field work, were greatly outraged and, incited by anti-Soviet 
elements and "disenfranchised", began to break the windows in the 
building of the RIK and threaten to beat the chairman. 


Seasonal work in Moscow 


Attention is drawn to the unfavorable situation in the construction 
work in Moscow. In May and June, 18 strikes were registered (with 
more than 1,000 participants) on the basis of dissatisfaction with 
wages. It should be noted that the prices, in comparison with the prices 
of last year, are not nominally lowered, but in fact, the salary has 
significantly decreased due to a number of technical shortcomings, 
working conditions, arbitrariness in setting prices by foremen, incorrect 
measurements and calculations and more stringent than in the past 
year, the approach to accounting for the quality of work. 


Due to dissatisfaction with earnings on a significant number of 
buildings, workers are also leaving work (in early June, over 400 
workers left different buildings). There were also cases of beating of 
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lower technical personnel ("Bauman builder", construction of the Park 
of Culture and Rest). 


In connection with the weak political work and the general unstable 
mood among the builders in the reporting month, there were facts of 
disruptions of meetings for the re-election of local committees, rejection 
of candidates proposed by the cells (by the local committee of builders 
No. 258, building of lit. "3" Mosstroy, building of the Central Executive 
Committee and SNK, etc.) ... 


At some meetings, among the builders, performances were noted 
reflecting kulak sentiments, and the main motives for the performances 
were food difficulties, "which allegedly stem from the wrong policy of 
the Soviet government in relation to the countryside” (a number of 
buildings of Mosstroy and Rusgerstroy). 


The discontent of the workers on some buildings uses an alien element 
that clogs the administrative staff. 


At the construction site of the Bauman Builder, the anti-Soviet agitation 
is being conducted by a senior group of unskilled workers, the son of a 
former large merchant. 


At the construction of TsAGI, the senior of the group of masons, a 
former merchant, initiated the strike of the group of masons on June 22. 


At building no. 3004, a bricklayer, a former "dispossessed" merchant, 
initiated a strike on 20 June. 


Prodzones 


In June, a number of cities and industrial regions experienced some 
difficulties in supplying foodstuffs, mainly meat and, in some areas, 
bread. In Krasnodar and Samara, the queues for bread were up to 300 
people, in Syzran - up to 300-400 people (on June 4 and 5 in Syzran there 
were more than 500 people in the queues). In Irkutsk and Omsk - up to 
500-600. In mid-June in Moscow there were interruptions in the supply 
of white bread, there were queues of 100-150 people. Long queues were 
also in Nizhny Novgorod and Tver. In Grozny, the queues for meat 
were established from one or two in the morning, reaching 200 or more 
people, in Moscow, queues for meat up to 150-200 people. In the Urals 
enterprises in June there was a firm supply of meat - 100 g per 
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person. There were also queues for meat in the coal regions of the 
Donetsk-Shakhtinsky district. 


In the reporting month, there was a slight decrease in the norms of 
bread for certain groups of consumers (cities of the SKK). In Krasnodar, 
all groups of the working population, with the exception of workers, 
have been reduced from 300 g of bread per day to 200 g. In Taganrog, 
the work rate has been reduced from 750 to 600 g. And other groups of 
the working population from 450 to 300 g. -Shakhtinsky district) the 
norms were reduced from 800 to 600 g per day. In a number of regions 
of Ukraine, there is a partial improvement in the supply of workers 
with food (Donbass, Kharkov). 


Due to food difficulties, there were 20 strikes among seasonal workers 
in June (4400 participants). Several strikes among seasonal workers 
affected large groups of workers from 300-500 to 1000 people (For 
strikes, see the section "Seasonal workers"). 


Social Competition Campaign Progress 


(enterprises of the city of Leningrad and the Ivanovo industrial 
region.) 


Leaving aside the achievements that determine the course of socialist 
competition, it is necessary to note a number of negative aspects 
revealed in some of the enterprises of Leningrad and the Ivanovo 
industrial region. The main ones are: 1) the deployment of social 
competition at a slow pace, 2) insufficient preparatory work among 
workers on the part of party and trade organizations, 3) insufficient 
participation in the social competition of engineering and technical 
personnel, 4) the lack of provision of enterprises with the necessary 
amount of raw materials, auxiliary materials and a problem in work on 
this basis of production-related workshops, which is mainly observed 
in the textile industry. 


Dissatisfaction with the ongoing socialist competition takes place 
mainly among the backward groups of workers associated with the 
countryside. In some cases, discontent among them is kindled by anti- 
Soviet and demagogic people. Under the influence of their agitation 
and speeches, several facts were noted of workers' refusal to compete. 
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A) Poor campaign deployment 


Weak deployment of the campaign takes place at a number of 
enterprises in the Ivanovo industrial region. (factory named after 
Krasin, named after D. Bedny, Shuiskiye weaving factories, shoe 
factory “Trudkommuna’”, Vorobyevsky woodworking plant, etc.). 


F-ka "Krasny Perekop" (Yaroslav! district) at the beginning of June 
entered into competition with the f-ka of Kineshemskiy district "Krasny 
Profintern", despite the fact that the f-ka "Krasny Profintern" sent a call 
back in early May. 


At the f-ke them. Krasin, the discussion of the issue at workers’ 
meetings began only after materials on the results of the competition 
began to appear in print. 


At B. Dmitrovskaya field, many departments did not take any part in 
the competition until recently. 


In the Shuisky Okrug, the rather intensive work on the competition, 
which began at the beginning, almost completely collapsed by mid- 
May. 


In some factories (Remizo-Berdochnyi zavod *, etc.) competition 
proceeds without any system, spontaneously, thanks to the weak 
participation of party and trade union organizers. 


B) Insufficient explanatory work 


In connection with the weak preparatory and explanatory work on 
socialist competition, significant groups of workers are not sufficiently 
involved in competition, do not have a clear idea of its goals and 
essence. The workers are often poorly informed about the meetings and 
conversations arranged to discuss this issue, sometimes reports are 
made hastily and crumpled. There have been cases when workers 
learned about the competition from the announcements posted in the 
smoking rooms, or the issue was discussed at a meeting of workers long 
after the call to the competition was accepted. 


On this basis, some meetings were held with low attendance and low 
activity of workers. 


398 


Leningrad. At the Krasnaya Zarya plant, the day before the general 
plant conference, workshop meetings were held, and the workers were 
poorly informed about this: “The attendance at the meeting was 
insignificant; the reports were made in a hurry, as a result, the debate 
on the reports did not even open”. 


At the plant them. Egorov, the question of competition has been 
worked out only by the active, many workers do not know how their 
participation in the competition will be expressed specifically. At the 
“Skorokhod” factory, one shift of 300 people was completely unaware 
of the call to the competition, while the contract had already been 
signed; workers of one of the departments learned about the 
competition only from the advertisements posted in the smoking 
rooms. 


At the Baltic Shipyard, at meetings to discuss socialist competition, 10 
people attended twice, and the second time out of 10 people there were 
6 party members. At this plant, reports on the competition in a number 
of shops were not presented, the issue was discussed only at the 
plenum of the factory committee, the production meeting and at the 
meeting of the shop floor. Out of 300 people at the Krasny Putilovets, 
only 35 attended the meeting (open-hearth shop); out of 300 people 
came to the mechanical laboratory. 


Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya province. At the f-ke them. D. Poor letter "B" 
due to the passivity of the factory committee, the challenge of workers 
"Krasnaya Vetka" was not discussed at all. The work of the factory 
committee was reduced only to "sticking" diagrams on the walls of the 
shops with technical standards and an announcement calling to raise 
the intensity of labor. The diagrams were incomprehensible not only to 
the workers, but also to the junior technical staff: "We don't understand 
what kind of cards are hung on the walls, we drew and hung pictures, 
but we were not taught to understand them, we stand and admire them 
like goats at a new gate." 


C) Deficiencies in the organizational work for the competition 


At some enterprises, serious shortcomings in the organizational work 
for the competition were noted: the headquarters and troikas were torn 
off from the work of the shops, the shop plans are not specific enough 
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and often, after accepting the challenge and developing a general plan 
for the competition, these plans are not specified. As a result, groups of 
workers do not know how their participation in the competition should 
be expressed. In some cases, the absence of representatives from 
ordinary workers in troikas and staffs was also noted. 


The separation of the headquarters from the shops has the consequence 
that intrashop calls in one enterprise, or brigade and individual calls 
are relatively rare. In some cases, workshops that do not have any 
industrial connection compete at the same enterprise. Due to inactivity, 
individual troikas were re-elected. 


At the Krasny Putilovets plant, the plant competition headquarters was 
formed from representatives of various organizations without the 
participation of ordinary workers from the shops. The headquarters for 
a long period of time could not work out specific measures for 
competition. The shop contract sent out to shops "as a sample", was 
accepted everywhere in its entirety, without any amendments. The 
distribution of the shops in the competition was made without taking 
into account the opinions of the shop organizations and workers. The 
steam shop, which is in production connected with the repair and 
assembly shop, was appointed to compete with the steam locomotive 
and boiler house, with which it has no production connection. A 
delivery department was assigned to the competition with the supply 
department, which also had no connection. 


In some enterprises, insufficient participation of engineering and 
technical personnel in the competition was revealed. Engineers and 
technicians are limited only to carrying out those activities that they 
must carry out on the "administrative line". In some cases, their 
participation was expressed only in filling out demonstration posters. 


In some enterprises, administrative and technical personnel delay the 
implementation of social competition activities. In addition, isolated 
cases of perversion of social competition activities were noted. 


The fact of an obvious distortion of the line of work on the competition 
took place at the Kooperator plant (LVO), where the team of packers, 
who agreed to lower prices, the head of the MA reduced the prices by 
another 10%. The same was done in the mechanical, boiler and model 
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shops. After the intervention of the party organizations, the order of the 
head of the MA was canceled. 


Cases of refusal of socialist competition 


The question of socialist competition in individual enterprises was not 
only insufficiently explained to the workers, but also poorly developed 
by the factory organizations themselves.In the presence of 
insufficiently in-depth explanatory work on the part of trade and party 
organizations, the mood of the workers of some enterprises is affected 
by the agitation of anti-Soviet and demagogically minded individuals 
who claim that the competition "will be reduced to lower prices” or "the 
competition is organized to squeeze out more sweat from the workers." 


As a result of poor explanatory work and agitation of anti-Soviet 
elements, five facts of refusal to compete were noted. Along the 
Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya lips. refusal to compete took place at the 
factory. Shagova, at the factory “Privolzhskaya Kommuna” and at the 
Teikovskaya factory. Throughout Leningrad: at the Krasnogvardeets 
plant and at the Krasnaya Zarya plant. 


It is characteristic that at the Krasnaya Zarya plant at a meeting of the 
instrumental workshop on the issue of accepting the challenge of the 
automatic-revolving workshop, there were 10 party members and 
Komsomol members who voted against 48 people. 


Peasants 
Food difficulties 
Central Industrial Region 7° 


The food situation in the Tula and Tver districts remains tense. In the 
Tver Okrug, the norms for the supply of flour by the cooperative union 
in charge of supplying the rural population have been cut for June, 
which also led to a reduction in the norm for the distribution of flour to 
the population. 


The supply of flour to the markets of the entire district has decreased 
and the prices for bread have risen again and reach 14 rubles in some 
regions. pood. 


401 


The severity of the situation is softened by the appearance of edible 
herbs and milk. 


In the Kaluga and Ryazan districts, the severity of food difficulties has 
somewhat eased. 


In connection with good harvest prospects, there is an increase in the 
supply of bread to markets and a decrease in the price of bread. In some 
areas of the Kaluga District, market prices for bread fell from 10 
rubles. up to 4 rubles. 50 kopecks, and in the Ryazan district from 10-12 
rubles. up to 6-7 rubles. 


Ivanovo-industrial region 


There is an acute issue with the grain supply of the rural population in 
the vegetable and flax growing regions (Rostov, Uglichsky) of the 
Yaroslavl District and in the land-poor areas (Vorokhovetsky, 
Kovrovsky, Kirzhachsky) of the Vladimir and Aleksandrovsky 
Districts. 


In a number of districts, the population of entire villages consumes 
bread substitutes. For instance: 


In the village. Baklanovo, Rostov District, Yaroslavl District, out of 85 
farms, only two do not use bread substitutes. 


It should be noted that the aggravation of industrial difficulties in some 
flax-growing regions was sometimes caused exclusively by the 
inoperability of the supplying organizations. There were cases of 
delivery of grain products to flax-growing regions in excess of the 
required amount. 


In the Rybinsk district of the Flax Union in the former Lenin 
parish. imported about 8000 poods. bread and from this stock will be 
consumed no more than 60-70%, and the rest of the bread is in 
warehouses in the fall. 


In the Vladimirsky, Yaroslavsky and Rybinsky districts, many poor 
people and some of the middle peasants who do not receive food 
rations from the cooperatives sell livestock to buy bread. 


Bread speculation is unabated, market prices for bread reach 12-14 
rubles. for a pood. In some cases, there have been talks about the need 
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to smash the cooperatives or go to steal, if such a supply of bread will 
be in the future (village Babanino, Vladimir district). 


On the basis of the predominant supply of bread to the poor, 
conversations have been recorded: "Lazy people are fed, and we, 
workers, are starved." 


Nizhny Novgorod region. 


Food situation of settlements in the territory of the Nizhny Novgorod 
province. continues to be tense. The supply of the needy is made almost 
exclusively (90%) at the expense of the garnets fee, the receipt of which 
is unsatisfactory. 


The food situation is especially acute in Pavlovsky district. and in the 
Balakhna region. The number of poor peasants in need in Pavlovsky 
district in June it increased to 20,600 households against 14,000 in May, 
while the amount of bread for sale among the hungry is the same as in 
May (4,000 poods). 


The norm for giving out bread to poor households is from 3 to 6 kg per 
eater per month, depending on the need. 


On the basis of aggravation of food difficulties in a number of counties 
among the poor, there is an increased desire for resettlement and, in 
excess of the usual departure to work in areas more secured with bread 
(Siberia, Central Asia). In the spring of this year, up to 3,000 peasants, 
booked outside the Nizhny Novgorod province, left for Siberia and 
Central Asia from the Arzamas, Lyskov and Sergach districts. Those 
who leave enter into an agreement with new organizations for long 
periods. 


The kulaks and the anti-Soviet element in the countryside, taking 
advantage of the aggravation of food difficulties, are campaigning in 
favor of granting broad freedom to private initiative in the grain 
market. 


“This is what the state farms have brought us to, we have eaten bread, 
unless you can work for them, idlers. Soviet power has ruled for 12 
years, and every year, the achievement, at first there was no bread, then 
the manufacture, would have given private trade and everything 
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would have been "(merchant from the village of Varnavino, Krasno- 
Bakovsky district). 


Leningrad region. 


The food situation softened somewhat in June. The delivery of grain in 
June increased against May, and the supply of the rural population in 
accordance with the established norms was carried out without 
interruption. Due to the fact that edible herbs and more milk have 
appeared, the difficulties are not felt with the same 
acuteness. Therefore, in view of the fact that the peasantry is engaged 
in field work, the manifestations of mass discontent and excesses have 
decreased. 


Western region 


Food difficulties were somewhat mitigated by an increase in the export 
to the market of part of the grain surplus by the wealthy 
peasantry. Market prices for bread fell significantly (from 10-8 rubles to 
5-2 rubles 50 kopecks). 


Nevertheless, due to the shortage of bread, there are still cases of the 
sale of livestock by the poor, the urge to resettlement has increased, 
otkhodnik ?¥, begging, and crime (theft) have increased. 


BVO 


The situation with the grain supply of the rural poor improved, as the 
import of grain products increased, especially in the Polotsk and 
Vitebsk districts. In some settlements, the rate of giving bread to the 
poor has been increased from 5 kg per month per eater to 6 kg, and the 
percentage of those enrolled in the supply of bread to the needy poor 
has increased. 


In some regions, there is a decrease in market prices for potatoes. The 
prices for bread, due to the speculation of local kulaks and the wealthy, 
are high. 


DVK 


The food situation in the Amur, Khabarovsk, Vladivostok, Chita and 
Zeya districts has not improved. In the Amur District, the food shortage 
is most acute in the settlements along the Amur, and, in particular, in 
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the Yekaterino-Nikolsky, Khingan-Arkharinsky, Mikhailovsky and 
Amur-Zeya districts, where a significant part of the poor and farm 
laborers are starving. 


The difficulties were aggravated by the fact that the well-to-do in order 
to exert pressure on the poor, in response to the boycott of the malicious 
holders of bread, began to use counter-boycott. In some villages, the 
counterboycott by the wealthy is carried out in an organized manner, 
especially against the rural poor activists. 


In this regard, anti-kulak sentiments have noticeably increased among 
the poor, and conversations about the need to destroy the barns of the 
wealthy are increasingly being recorded. “There is no way out but to go 
rob, steal or break up the barns of the wealthy” (Kalinino village, 
Mikhailovsky District). 


In the Khabarovsk District, the poor in a number of settlements feed 
exclusively on substitutes for bread. Due to the lack of bread, theft 
intensified, cases of violation of the border by the poor, crossing it in 
search of corrupt bread (Khabarovsk and Vladivostok districts), 
increased. The poor demand the declaration of freedom of the border 
for those in need of bread. In a number of areas, the border is open for 
exchange in kind. The well-to-do part of the peasantry, taking 
advantage of the aggravated industrial difficulties, inflates food prices 
and enslaves the poor, forcing them to work a whole working day for 
10-15 pounds of potatoes. 


Unified agricultural tax 


Attitude towards the new law on unified agricultural tax of middle 
and poor peasants 


In areas where the popularization and clarification of the new law on 
the unified agricultural tax was carried out satisfactorily, the majority 
of the peasantry met the law with approval. 


“The regulation on a new agricultural tax should only be welcomed by 
the peasants, since this gives them the opportunity to increase livestock 
and expand the sown area” (middle peasants and poor peasants of the 
Pavlovo village, Smolensk province). 
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Ina number of villages in the Middle Volga region. the middle peasants 
and the poor, approving the privileges provided to the sowers, spoke 
in favor of the need to expand the cultivated area and strengthen public 
control over the observance of the class line by the village councils 
when imposing a new agricultural tax. 


“We, the poor, will sow more, it is only necessary that the village 
council and tax commissions approach the poor in the right way” 
(Pavlo-Antonovka village, Samara District). 


On the contrary, in those areas where explanatory work was carried out 
hastily or (which is also often not carried out at all), the middle 
peasants, learning about the new tax at random, although they approve 
of it, but this information, which sometimes reaches them from 
completely unauthorized sources (usually rumored), are mistrustful, 
taking a wait and see attitude. 


In particular, there is strong distrust among the peasants to the point of 
invariability of the basic rates of taxation for a long period. 


There are also frequent remarks from the middle peasants that "the tax 
is not valid, that it is only for one year, and then it will be the same as 
before." 


In the Ivanovo-industrial region. significant discontent of the peasants 
is caused by the establishment of too close the first deadline for the 
contribution of the unified agricultural tax (October 1). 


At a meeting of peasants der. Golchanovo, Seredsky district, Shuisky 
district, on the issue of the timing of payment of the agricultural tax, the 
following resolution was adopted: "The peasants consider the 
postponement of the first deadline for payment of the agricultural tax 
to October 1 to be incorrect and premature." 


Anti-Tax Activities of the Kulaks and the Anti-Soviet Element 


Almost everywhere, the kulaks, the well-to-do and anti-Soviet element 
of the countryside, using the insufficient popularization of the new law 
among the broad masses of the peasantry and the mistakes made by the 
workers of the Soviet apparatus, in the process of preparing the 
campaign, in every possible way seek to undermine the confidence 
among the peasants in the new tax, agitating: 

406 


“Do not think that you will receive benefits under the new law. This is 
only written on paper; you will soon be driven into the collective” 
(BSSR). 


"The law was issued to catch fools of grain growers" (CCM). 


In the Ivanovo-industrial region. the kulaks and the well-to-do are 
waging a big campaign against the inclusion of the poor in the tax 
commissions, agitating: "Since the poor do not pay tax, they should not 
take part in determining the tax on others” (Rybinsk District). 


In a number of places (SKK, Byelorussian SSR, Tula, Kaluga provinces), 
kulaks and well-to-do people resort to active forms of struggle, 
disrupting meetings on the issue of agricultural tax (Kaluga province), 
intimidating and beating up the poor, activists advocating individual 


taxation. 


Distortions and shortcomings in the work of compiling lists of farms 
subject to individual taxation 


According to available materials from the BSSR, SKK, Ivanovo- 
industrial region. and Tula province, the work that has begun on 
accounting for taxable objects and identifying kulak farms subject to 
individual taxation is accompanied by a number of significant 
shortcomings. 


In a number of districts of the SKK (Donetsk, Tersk, Chernomorsk, 
Stavropol, Armavir), the workers of the lower Soviet apparatus have 
not sufficiently mastered the basic principles of the new law on the 
unified agricultural tax. 


In the process of identifying kulak farms subject to individual taxation, 
individual workers clearly displayed kulak sentiments. 


Some of them directly stated that “they have absolutely no kulaks, how 
can a peasant who has 25 cattle and several hundred sheep be assigned 
to kulaks” (Salsk district). 


In the BSSR, in a number of cases, the workers of the village councils, 
not wishing to aggravate relations with the kulaks, did not carry out 
any work to identify the kulak farms, unsubscribing: "There are no 
farms subject to individual taxation in the area of the village council." 
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On the other hand, the very accounting, the identification of the kulak 
farms and the determination of the capacity of the middle peasant 
farms are not quite clear-cut. 


So, in a number of village councils of the SKK and the BSSR the lists 
were drawn up without sufficient verification of the grounds for 
classifying this or that economy as a kulak one, and sometimes they 
simply took last year's list of individually taxed ones and mechanically 
added to it only a list of those deprived of voting rights, and often the 
chairman of the village council signed these lists, reading them 
(Armavir district). 


In some places, polling commissions, instead of going round the yards 
and talking with the peasants, without leaving the village council, 
summoned the peasants with summons and recorded their testimony 
(Armavir district). 


In four villages of the Bryukhovets district of the Kuban district, 335 
complaints were received about the incorrect determination of the 
capacity of farms. 141 applications were granted. 


In the BSSR, there were cases of incorrect inclusion in the lists of middle 
peasants subject to individual taxation and, at the same time, non- 
inclusion of knowingly kulak farms. 


To a large extent, the noted shortcomings and distortions of the line in 
carrying out preparatory work for the agricultural tax campaign are 
facilitated by the partial contamination of agricultural tax commissions 
(Kaluga, Tula provinces and SKK). 


Grain procurement 


The rate of grain procurements in the Union, which was very weak in 
May, sharply increased in June in most regions. So, throughout the 
Union, grain procurements instead of 173,538 tons in May gave 499,015 
tons in June. However, the grain procurement curve, which gave an 
increase in June, in a number of regions did not hold out until the end 
of the month and by the 6th five-day period in June again gave a 
decrease (in the NVK, SVO, Bashkiria and Ukraine since the 5th five- 
day period). 
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In June, grain procurements in Siberia were insufficiently carried out 
and very poorly in the NCC, where procurements in some regions 
almost completely stopped. 


In Siberia, the June grain procurement plan was fulfilled by only 
32.2%. The slowdown in the rate of grain procurement is mainly due to 
the widespread weakening of pressure on grain holders during the 
sowing period, when the grassroots party and Soviet organizations 
turned this period into a “respite”, and in some regions even 
completely stopped grain procurement. These organizations then 
turned out to be completely unprepared to fulfill new tasks on the 
target figures for grain procurements. 


Given a number of objective reasons that caused an increase in grain 
procurements in June (favorable harvest prospects as a result of rains), 
the increase in the rate of grain procurement is mainly due to an 
increase in the intensity of the work of the grassroots apparatus, 
vigorous implementation of measures for social influence on the kulak, 
with the strong support of these measures from the bulk of the middle 
peasants and the poor. 


Participation in grain procurement of the poor and middle peasants 


The bulk of the poor and middle peasants support the line of the party 
and the Soviet government in the grain procurement campaign, which 
is evidenced by the fact that the surplus grain was handed over to the 
state, and the active assistance of the rural asset in revealing hidden 
bread and speculators. While approving the repressions against those 
who maliciously resist the export of grain, the poor sharply condemn 
the weakness of the punitive policy of the court towards the 
speculators-kulaks noted in some regions. 


The majority of the middle class in most regions are unanimous with 
the poor, helping to identify surplus grain from the kulaks and the 
wealthy and putting pressure on those who hide bread. 


While there was a generally positive attitude towards grain 
procurements and active assistance to them on the part of the bulk of 
the middle peasantry, there were cases of passivity and even 
dissatisfaction with grain procurements on the part of the poor. 
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Such sentiments, while not particularly common, were observed 
mainly in areas of production difficulties or where the prospects for 
crops are not entirely favorable. 


In these cases, in the presence of weak organizational work among the 
poor and intensified anti-Soviet agitation of the kulaks, the actions of 
individual poor and middle peasants against grain procurements were 
recorded for fear of being left without food. There were isolated cases 
when the poor resisted the export of harvested grain. 


For instance: 


Minusinsk district. In the village. Silkino PO has begun to transfer the 
procured grain to the station points. The poor people (partly under the 
influence of kulak agitation), having gathered, did not allow the grain 
wagon to pass and threw sacks of bread from the wagons, after which 
they gathered 96 people and passed a resolution (on the initiative of a 
member of the CPSU): “Do not allow the export of grain. To petition the 


" 


REC for distribution of it locally among the poor. 


Shortcomings in the work of the grassroots Soviet and procurement 
apparatus 


The excesses and distortions of the directives of the Party and the Soviet 
government in their application in practice by the workers of the lower 
Soviet and party apparatus, although on a smaller scale, continued, 
however, to take place. Insufficient flexibility and mobility of the 
procurement apparatus, the inability of individual workers of the lower 
Soviet apparatus and party members to mobilize the Soviet public in 
the countryside around grain procurements often contributed to the 
disruption of the plans. 


The broad agitation of the kulaks and the anti-Soviet element against 
grain procurements was not always opposed by sufficient explanatory 
work with the poor, especially with the part of them most in need of 
bread. As a result, the kulak's provocative agitation in some cases met 
with support among some of the poor. 


In anumber of places, the inactivity of the apparatus, the negligence of 
its workers and bungling not only disrupted grain procurements, but 
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also discredited the apparatus itself in the eyes of the poor and middle 
peasants. 


Chelyabinsk District. Resurrection area, with. Herbal. The authorized 
representative of the RIK, together with the chairman of the village 
council (both members of the CPSU), instead of mobilizing the Soviet 
public, instructed thepriestto agitate for grain procurements from the 
pulpit of the > church, making him a speech outline. 


The manifestation of "kulak" sentiments among a part of the workers of 
the lower Soviet and procurement apparatus in the form of statements 
that "grain procurements are direct oppression of the peasantry” in 
places caused disorganization of the poor and middle peasants and 
contributed, to some extent, to the strengthening of the kulak's position 
in its struggle against grain procurements. 


The facts of the distortion of the class line by the judicial authorities, 
which often cause sharp discontent on the part of the poor and middle 
peasants, must also be attributed to the significant shortcomings of the 
Soviet apparatus. So, for example, in the Borisoglebsk district (TsCHO) 
one of the narsuds is a middle peasant (before the revolution a farm 
laborer), who had only 13 poods. bread with 8 eaters, sentenced for 
failure to deliver these 13 poods. to 6 months of forced labor and a fine 
of 800 rubles. 


Opposition to the grain procurement campaign and the growth of 
anti-Soviet activities of the kulaks 


The work of the grassroots Soviet and procurement apparatus during 
June took place in an atmosphere of great tension, in conditions of 
active resistance from the kulak and wealthy elements, relying on the 
anti-Soviet activists of the countryside. The forms of struggle of the 
kulaks often take on a_ very decisive and_ organized 
character. Maliciously sabotaging grain procurements by stubborn 
non-delivery of surplus grain, speculation in bread on the private 
market, concealment, deliberate damage to it and destruction (Urals, 
Central Black Earth Region, Siberia), open opposition by provoking 
mass demonstrations of the most irresponsible elements of the village, 
mainly women, provoking the disaffected into terror in connection with 
difficulties, elements from among the poor, podkulachnikov, kulaks in 
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places have recently moved to open opposition to grain procurements, 
disruption of general meetings in the countryside, at which they are 
increasingly calling for a categorical refusal to accept control figures, 
and their agitation takes on a sharply anti-Soviet, counter-revolutionary 
character. In some cases, the kulaks, in contrast to the poor peasants' 
meetings, arbitrarily convened general meetings of peasants, at which 
decisions were made to refuse to accept the control figures (Ural 
Region, Chelyabinsk and Irbit districts - three cases). 


Skillfully using the shortcomings in the work of the lower apparatus 
and the difficulties of the poor peasants, the kulaks significantly 
intensified their work to decompose the bulk of the peasantry 
(Ukraine). 


In a number of places, tendencies of the kulaks to attract rural 
intelligentsia to their side, and cases of appeal to the poor were noted. 


Balaiovskiy district. Turkovsky district, with. Olgino (NVK). Four 
local wealthy people were taxed twice by the village council. Then they 
drew up a subscription list and went with him to the poor peasants, 
questioning her in this form: "Does she like the selection - for not 
exporting bread - horses, cows and sheep", and if they received an 
answer that they did not like it, then they asked to subscribe to the 
subscription list ... 


In an effort to create a unified counter-procurement front for the entire 
village, the kulaks are agitating that the current grain procurements 
testify to the government's intention to return to food appropriation, 
etc. 


In Ukraine, kulaks and well-to-do people are intensively spreading 
rumors that "with new methods of grain procurement, the Soviet 
government is ruining powerful farms in order to collectivize them, 
drive the wealthy into a commune, since there is no benefit from the 
poor peasants." 


In the North Caucasus and Ukraine, there have been cases of kulaks 
abandoning part of the land allotment and even the sown area. 


In the CCM, among the kulaks, there is a desire to join collectives. 
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Providing stubborn resistance to grain procurements, the kulaks and 
the wealthy have recently increasingly begun to appeal to the central 
government, the judiciary, the Red Army, and even tried to appeal “to 
foreign countries” (SVO, Ukraine, etc.). 


Stalin district. Pavlovsky district, with. Valerianovka 
(Ukraine). During the inventory of the property of one of the malicious 
kulaks, the latter said to the audience: "At least it cost me a thousand 
rubles, but the outrage that is happening here will be reported abroad." 


The active anti-Soviet activity of the kulaks has noticeably increased in 
a number of regions, the spread of provocative rumors is beginning to 
take on massive proportions, the distribution of leaflets calling for an 
armed uprising, for organizing groups, for leaving the forest, and gangs 
(Ural, SVO, SKK) has increased. There have been isolated cases of 
individual kulaks leaving for gangs. 


Maikop district (SKK). Over the past 5 days (from June 15 to June 20), 
up to 10 people went into the forest, and 5 - no one knows where. The 
withdrawal coincides with the activities of bandit groups in the area. 


A similar case took place in the Ishim District in the Urals. 


The tactics of terrorizing the Soviet activists in the village and the 
grassroots apparatus - murder, arson, attempted murder with the use 
of firearms, and lately - sabotage (destruction of the property of their 
political opponents) is not weakening (see the facts in Appendix [No. 


3). 


This can be explained by the fact that in June, on a more or less wide 
scale, repressive measures began to be applied to the malicious non- 
distributors of grain who did not fulfill the decisions of the gatherings 
to export a certain amount of grain according to the control figures 
(inventory and sale of property at auction, etc.).). In response to the 
pressure, the kulaks responded with fierce resistance, which, in 
addition to terror, was expressed in the organization of mass bagpipes 
and demonstrations. 


By spreading provocative rumors and provocative tricks, the kulaks in 
a number of cases (especially often in the NWO) managed to rouse 
more or less significant groups of the population, especially women, to 
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an anti-Soviet demonstration. That these demonstrations are mostly the 
result of kulak provocation is evidenced by the fact that usually, after 
the provocative role of anti-Soviet elements was explained, the 
demonstrations (bagpipes) soon ceased. However, in some cases, these 
bagpipes were quite sharp. 


Samara District. Buzuluk district, with. Lipovka. During the auction 
of the property of the malicious non-delivery kulaks, a crowd of 400 
people, mostly women, called the alarm bells, gathered and prevented 
the sale of the property (9 people were arrested). 


Penza district. Kamensky district, with. Curl. A crowd of 200 people, 
armed with pitchforks and incited by their fists, prevented the members 
of the village council from confiscating property from the kulak, who 
did not deliver bread. An extremely excited crowd forced the 
representatives of the local authorities to leave the area (the 
investigation is being conducted by the investigator). 


Achinsk district. He sat down.M. Pichugino Itatsky district. The 
kulaks organized a 50-person demonstration with the slogans "Give us 
an uprising” (the demonstration was dispersed). 


In the Union (incomplete data), 86 performances and bagpipes were 
registered in June on the basis of grain procurements. The largest 
number of them occurred in the NWO - 35, in Siberia - 13 and in the 
Central Black Earth Region - 12. 


Clergy Activity 


Simultaneously with the intensification of the anti-Soviet activity of the 
kulaks, the activity of the clergy also increased everywhere. Refusing to 
surrender the surplus grain, the clergy conduct anti-Soviet agitation in 
their sermons during the service. In a number of places, the priests 
systematically disrupted grain procurement meetings, deliberately 
organizing church services at that time with bell ringing, or provoking 
the population, usually called by the alarm bell, to mass demonstrations 
under the pretext of protecting the church from the atheists. Numerous 
cases of clergy participation in illegal gatherings of kulaks have been 
noted. 
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A characteristic fact of the priest's anti-Soviet agitation during the 
divine service took place in the Orenburg district (SVO). 


“The Soviet government is pressing the peasantry more and more. It 
won't last more than three years. In the event of such pressure, in the 
future we will need to go with axes and pitchforks, drive out the Soviets 


and establish real peasant power. 
Mass performances 


In June, according to incomplete data, 127 mass and group 
demonstrations were registered against 134 registered in May (the 
increase in the number of mass demonstrations in May was due to 
additional messages received after the release of the May review). In 
June, there is a decrease in the number of demonstrations on religious 
grounds (17 versus 59 registered in May) and vice versa, an increase in 
mass demonstrations in the North Military District, the Central Black 
Earth Region and Sibkrai on the basis of grain procurements. 


The following table gives an idea of the nature and dynamics of 
performances in individual regions: 
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Noteworthy are the speeches in which the leading role is played by the 





clergy, using the population's discontent with grain procurements and 
inciting the population (in most cases by provocation) to open anti- 
Soviet speeches. In the SVO, out of 37 facts registered in connection 
with grain procurements, 15 occurred at the initiative of 
churchmen. Similar facts were noted in the Central Black Earth District, 
SKK, Sibkrai. 


Some speeches recorded in the reporting period were very sharp and 
were accompanied by the disruption of ongoing activities in the 
countryside, beatings or attempts to murder workers of the lower 
Soviet apparatus, or in isolated cases, however, the destruction of 
public buildings. 


In with. Konopovo of the Armavir District (SKK) on the basis of the 
alienation of property from the kulaks, on June 2 a mass demonstration 
took place, in which over 1,500 people took part. The crowd beat the 
chairman of the village council and the people's investigator, who was 
driving through the village with two policemen, who was brought out 
to the square. The crowd destroyed the warehouse with the property 
taken from the kulaks and returned it to its former owners. All party 
members and workers of grassroots organizations, frightened of 
lynching, fled to the city of Armavir. The action was terminated by the 
expulsion of the operational detachment. 


In with. Cherepanovo, Botkinsky District, Sarapul District (Urals), 
during a mass demonstration on June 10, which occurred due to tactless 
behavior of the commission members at the closing of the church, the 
crowd beat the commission members and tried to drown them in the 
river. After the massacre of the members of the commission, who barely 
managed to escape, the peasants set up guards around the church. The 
guards were on duty for two days. 
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In with. Orzhevka of the Kirsanovsky District of the Tambov District 
(TsChO) on June 26, a nun and podkulachnitsa notified the peasants of 
their appearance on June 27 at the church to say goodbye to the priest, 
who was allegedly sent to Solovki for refusing to take out 500 poods. of 
bread. 


On June 27, the priest, during a sermon, asked the peasants gathered in 
the church for protection from the attacks of the Soviet regime. A crowd 
of up to 700 people, together with the priest from the church, went to 
the village council, where they demanded not to touch the priest and 
release the arrested in connection with the grain procurement 
campaign. The crowd broke the windows in the village council and 
threatened to kill members of the five grain procurements. 


Note: 
* In the document, the total is incorrect, it follows - 134. 
Terror 


In total, according to incomplete data, 304 cases were registered in June 
(versus 228 in May), of which 30 murders, 17 injuries, 39 assassinations, 
138 arson and 100 beatings. The most affected areas are the Central 
Black Earth Region, SVO, Ukraine and Sibkrai. 


Eastern national republics and autonomous regions 
Adjarastan 


In Khulinsky u. marked a significant improvement in the political 
mood of the peasantry. The provocative rumors that had previously 
been widely spread by anti-Soviet elements began to subside, which is 
largely due to the return of almost all the rebels who had gone to 
Turkey and their legalization.Some of the returned emigrants 
(including the leader of the rebels in Chvanskoye Takidze Abdul), 
speaking at peasant gatherings, noted that they had made a big mistake 
by their participation in the rebel movement and warned the peasants 
against repeating past events. At the same time, they pointed to the 
plight of the peasants in Turkey and the rude attitude of the Turkish 
authorities towards the defected rebels. In the Kobuleti and Kedinsky 
districts, provocative rumors continue to spread. Especially a lot is said 
about the Khulins, who are praised in every possible way, as "shedding 
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blood for religion." It is also pointed out that in case of repression by 
the authorities, "the Khulins must be helped so that they are not killed 
by Soviet troops." 


Georgia 
Political mood of Akhaltsikhe district 


Celebrated in Akhaltsikhe district. (see the review for April) the active 
activity of the kulak-anti-Soviet elements continues to this day and is 
directed mainly against anti-religious measures, the unified 
agricultural tax and collective farm development. Taking into account 
the specific conditions of the district (proximity to Turkey, religious 
fanaticism of the population, which is overwhelmingly from Turks, 
incessant resettlement moods), as well as the weakness and 
contamination of the local co-apparatus, kulak-anti-Soviet elements in 
a number of cases manage to achieve their goals. The national moment 
is also widely used by them. The idea that "the district should belong 
only to Muslims" and "that dependence on Georgia is a big mistake" is 
being introduced into the consciousness of the Turkic part of the 
population in every possible way. 


“Our district is Muslim and should belong only to us, at one time we 
were very mistaken that, holding the Georgians in our hands, we did 
not cut them all. Neither g things. We will wait for another time and 
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then we will show them. ' 


Anti-Soviet elements are taking all measures to protect the Muslim 
religion from "godlessness" and to raise the authority of the Muslim 
religion. The clergy who have taken off their holy orders are terrorized. 


The Ajarian events among the reactionary fanatical and anti-Soviet 
elements are fully approved, the initiators of this performance - the 
Khulins, are placed in the ranks of the “heroes”, “defenders of religion”, 
etc. A number of speeches and calls to “follow the example of the 
Khulins” have been recorded. Provocative rumors about an alleged war 
with the British, famine, the impending death of the Soviet regime, etc., 
are spreading rapidly. ripping them off. The kulaks are waging a 
particularly active struggle against collective farm development and 
the unified agricultural sector, and in some cases the kulaks manage to 
drag the middle peasants to their side. 
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In with. Muskhi, almost the entire population is hostile to collective 
farms. In with. The population of Hest was so propagandized by fists 
that the chairman of the Urvel TEC, who came to collect the Unified 
Agricultural Tax, could not collect the tax. 


To attract the poor to their side, the kulaks make extensive use of their 
economic superiority in the countryside. This phenomenon especially 
took place during the sowing campaign. 


“T will not give seed grain to the poor people defending the Soviet 
regime. Let them go and ask the Soviet authorities” (kulak from the 
village of Sedzeli). 


“You, the poor, must support the kulaks, and then we will render you 
all kinds of assistance” (kulak, village of Vale). 


In a number of cases, the difficult material situation of the poor forces 
them to submit to kulak demands and enslaving conditions. 


The lack of an explanatory campaign has contributed to the success of 
the anti-Soviet agitation of the kulaks and the negative attitude of the 
population to collective farms. There were cases when representatives 
of local authorities carried out agitation among the peasants against the 
collectivization of the countryside. 


The secretary of Zvelskoy spoke about collective farms as follows: "The 
organization of collective farms must be hindered by refusing to 
transfer land to collective farms, and also not to allow land surveyors 
into the village." 


In some places, the co-workers themselves agitated the peasants against 
holding events in the countryside, conducting anti-Soviet agitation. 


In with. Muskhi, for example, while collecting the tax, a policeman said 
to the poor man: "Why are you giving your last money, anyway, the 
end of Soviet power will soon come." 


In with. Hest, a party member, when asked by the poor why he forbids 
his wife to take off her veil, replies: "Soon the Bolsheviks will come to 
an end, for they mock our faith, and we must avenge this." 


The contamination of the sovapprat especially takes place among the 
foresters, who in their overwhelming majority are in close contact with 
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the kulaks, are engaged in bribery, ignoring the poor stratum of the 
population, thereby causing strong discontent and criticism among the 
poor and middle peasants. 


Resettlement sentiments 


In the Akhalkalaki and Akhaltsikhe districts of Georgia, anti-Soviet 
elements do not stop agitation among the Turkic part of the population 
for resettlement to Turkey. By the beginning of spring, under the 
influence of agitation, significant groups of the population refrained 
from sowing fields, selling livestock in the hope of being in Turkey this 
summer. There are about 300 such farms in both counties. 


The main reasons for the resettlement sentiments are as follows: the 
backwardness of the economy of the majority of the population, 
agitation of kulak-anti-Soviet elements, Turkish work, banditry (in 
1927-1928, more than 43,000 rubles were robbed), family ties of those 
intending to resettle with those living on the other side of the border ... 


A number of cases have been registered when those wishing to resettle 
unite in groups, sending their walkers to the other side of the border for 
negotiations. According to the testimony of the migrants who returned 
back, no help is provided to those who go there, and only relatively 
well-to-do settlers are accommodated. According to the latest data, in 
Akhaltsikhe district.3-4 cases of transfer to Turkey were again 
registered. 


National regions of the North Caucasus Territory and Dagestan 
ESHN 


Not enough attention was paid to the popularization of the new law on 
the unified agricultural tax during the sowing campaign, which was 
one of the reasons for the numerous objects of taxation. In the process 
of registering kulak farms on the part of local workers, there were cases 
of distortion of the class line and excesses: referring to the kulak farms 
of the middle peasants and vice versa (Chechnya, Kabarda, Karachay). 


In the Uchkulanskiy district of Karachay, only 77 objects were included 
in the list of clearly kulak farms, while last year 108 farms were taxed 
individually. 
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In with. Adshiger Kabarda only 4 out of 16 in the village were included 
in the list of kulak farms. 12 turned out to be relatives of employees of 
the local Soviet apparatus and therefore were not included in the lists. 


In the Primalka district of Kabarda, there are cases of inclusion in the 
lists of kulaks, middle peasants, and even poor peasants. 


In Kabarda and Karachai, the registration of taxable objects revealed a 
significant decrease in the number of registered livestock compared to 
the previous year. The reason for the decline in livestock in the 
Kabardino-Balkarian region: the death of livestock last winter from lack 
of fodder and a slight increase in its sales by the population at the 
beginning of this year, when the unified agricultural tax was forced, 
self-taxation was carried out and the loan was distributed. A significant 
share in the figure of underreported livestock is occupied by shelters, 
the identification of which has not been given sufficient attention. Cases 
of sheltering taxable objects with the assistance of the members of the 
registration commissions themselves have been registered. 


The new law on the unified agricultural tax caused active resistance 
from the kulak-prosperous part of the mountain village. Farms that 
used hired labor resort to the dismissal of farm laborers, refuse to 
conclude labor contracts, using their connections with the workers of 
the Soviet apparatus (Kabarda), draw up fictitious acts (Circassia), etc. 
... The attitude of the bulk of the peasantry to the new law on the unified 
agricultural tax is positive. At meetings dedicated to the approval of the 
lists of kulak farms, the lists meet with the approval of the poor. The 
reported cases of dissatisfaction with the new Unified Agricultural Tax 
on the part of the middle peasants are in most cases caused by excesses 
and distortions of the class line made by local co-workers. 


Activities of the Muslim Spiritual Society 


Due to the lack of rain in May and the fears of the peasants for the fate 
of the sowing, from the middle of May, the revival of the activity of the 
Muslim faith in organizing prayers and religious processions to the 
revered graves of the "saints" has been observed everywhere. Using 
these numerous gatherings, representatives of the Muslim faith 
developed an intensified agitation for the strengthening of religiosity, 
otherwise threatening with hunger and attributing "all the troubles to 
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the peasantry” by the decline of the Muslim religion. In some places, the 
agitation of the Muslim community is successful. 


In one of the large villages of Chechnya, Urus-Martan, a public mullah, 
after praying in a mosque overflowing with worshipers, invited 
everyone to go to the cemetery and repent of their sins, since "Allah will 
not forgive us and we will be left without a harvest." After that, the 
crowd, which reached several thousand people, moved beyond the 
village. At the cemetery, groups of murids of various sects organized 
religious dances. Everyone prayed to the point of frenzy. The rise of 
fanaticism reached such a degree that when repentance began, 15 
people spoke out who confessed to theft. Mass chants turned into 
crying; women fought in hysterics. 


Especially women are involved in the sphere of their 
influence. Attention is also drawn to the intensified agitation of the 
Muslim clergy for the construction and repair of mosques, Arab schools 
and the improvement of cemeteries. 


There has been a noticeable increase in the number of cases of 
manifestations of the Muslim clergy with demonstrative refusals from 
the clergy and demands to assign them a certain salary. In most cases, 
the denials of dignity by representatives of the Muslim faith are 
designed to influence believers, scare them with the “death of religion” 
and induce them to speak out in defense of the interests of the religious 
community. 


Counteraction of the kulak-anti-Soviet elements of the organization 
of playgrounds in Kabarda and Karachai 


The organization of 14 playgrounds in Kabarda provoked strong 
resistance from the kulak-anti-Soviet elements. While provoking 
mainly the female part of the aul population to “take their children 
away and make them communist-atheists,” the kulaks are 
simultaneously campaigning for organized resistance to the opening of 
playgrounds, calling for demand from the authorities for “freedom of 
religion,” the opening of Arab schools, the exemption of mullahs from 
taxes, and etc. As a result of this agitation, the activity of local workers 
in organizing playgrounds meets with active opposition from the 
backward part of the population and women in the first 
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place. Disruptions in the organization of playgrounds in the villages of 
Neurozhainom, Kizlyarsky, Shalushki, Leskehen and Akbash were 
registered. The organization of children's institutions met with no less 
strong opposition in Karachai. 


In the village of Teresa, the gathering unanimously rejected the 
proposal of the village council to organize a nursery in the village. The 
women present made the following statements: “We will not give up 
our children while we are alive. When you kill us, then you can take the 
children as well”. "We will not give our children to Russian giaours 6 ". 


About resettlement sentiments in Circassia 


In the village of Kuvinsky, there is an intensified agitation of the kulaks 
for resettlement to Abkhazia (Transcaucasia). As a _ result of 
campaigning, about 100 households (360 people) intend to apply for 
resettlement. The success of the agitation of the kulaks is facilitated by 
the fact that the vast majority of the population of the aul are from 
Abkhazia. The inspiration for the agitation is a kulak, who recently 
returned from Abkhazia and spoke at a specially convened gathering, 
pointing out the advantages of Abkhazia over Circassia in respect of tax 
and cattle breeding, as well as a statement that “the Abkhaz authorities 
are meeting halfway and promise to help with resettlement”. 


Anti-Soviet manifestations 


In June, the murder of a Komsomol social activist in Adygea, the injury 
of the chairman of the village council in Ossetia, the arson of the house 
of a poor social activist in Ingushetia and the arson of a mosque in Altud 
aul of the Primalka district of Kabarda, transferred to a women's club, 
were registered. The arson of a mosque in the Altud aul was preceded 
by a speech by kulaks and religious activists at a village gathering 
against the issue raised by the village council on re-equipping an empty 
mosque into a women's club. The village council's proposal was 
accepted at a gathering only after a long resistance, explained by the 
incitement of the kulaks on the move. It should be noted that even after 
the decision was made, the kulaks and mullahs did not stop 
campaigning for resistance to the implementation of the decision, 
inciting the unconscious strata of the population and women not to let 
the mosque be broken. the re-equipment of which the village council 
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began two days after the descent. In addition, five cases of beatings on 
the basis of grain procurements were recorded: in Chechnya - one, in 
Ossetia - two, in Ingushetia - two, and four cases of beatings on the basis 
of the selection of land surpluses in Chechnya. 


Along with cases of kulak terror, the spread of all kinds of provocative 
rumors among the population on the part of kulak-anti-Soviet elements 
does not stop. However, rumors about the events in Afghanistan 
prevail, in which there is considerable interest in connection with the 
recent raids of the Basmachi ”’. In Chechnya, the provocation that the 
congress of atheists in Moscow decided to close all mosques and 
destroy the Koran has become quite widespread recently. 


Grain harvesting campaign 
Kazakhstan 
The progress of blanks and shortcomings in the work of the apparatus 


The growth in procurement that was outlined in individual districts in 
the first five days of June did not ensure a more or less successful 
fulfillment of the plan as a whole. The June plan for June 20 was fulfilled 
by 26.6% in the Kostanay district. In the Semipalatinsk District, 53.07% 
of the annual plan was prepared in mid-June. The slow pace of 
procurement is by no means explained by the depletion of the 
peasantry's grain surplus. In a number of regions, the kulaks and the 
well-to-do have significant surpluses of grain. In part, the slow pace of 
procurement was due to a drop in the activity of the procurement 
apparatus, grassroots Soviet and party organizations and excesses in 
their work. The directives on the need to increase the rate of grain 
procurement caused some confusion or passivity among some of the 
workers of the lower Soviet apparatus and party members, which 
found expression in the refusal to work, the desire to smear the class 
line, equalize the fist with the middle peasant. In a number of places, 
these sentiments resulted in direct opposition to grain procurements, 
connivance and assistance of the workers of the Soviet apparatus to the 
kulaks and the wealthy in hiding bread, etc. (Semipalatinsk, Uralsk and 
other districts). 
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The ongoing litigation in the cases of the holders of grain surpluses is 
often insufficiently organized and does not attract the public attention 
of the poor. 


Counteracting the kulaks to blanks 


Along with the open opposition of the kulaks to procurements, cases of 
penetration of kulaks and well-to-do people into the top five in 
promoting grain procurements have been recorded more and more 
recently. As a result, the work of the fives themselves is severely lame, 
artificially inhibited by the kulaks. The greatest contamination of rural 
fives by kulaks and their protégés is noted in the Trans-Urals region of 
the Urals District. In some places, the kulaks are sabotaging grain 
procurements in an organized manner, passing decisions at special 
conferences on the failure to deliver grain. 


Anti-Soviet manifestations on the basis of grain procurements 


On the basis of increased pressure on grain procurements, the anti- 
Soviet activity of the kulaks and bays increased. Numerous cases of 
terrorizing workers of village councils, communists, Komsomol 
members and non-party rural activists continue to be noted. 


In the Pavlodar district, a crowd of 150 women beat two grain 
procurement officials (Dubrovka village) with sticks. A similar 
phenomenon took place in the village. Eliseevka of the same 
district. Active opposition to grain procurements in the Semipalatinsk 
and Ural districts was most acute. 


The number of anti-Soviet manifestations and their nature on the basis 
of the struggle against grain procurements, according to incomplete 


data, in June is represented by the following table: 
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According to an additional plan with the use of new methods of grain 
procurement, it is scheduled for procurement throughout the republic 
on July 10 of this year. 5 million poods. Of this amount, 2,950,000 poods 
were to be procured in June. The June plan was fulfilled by 33%. In a 
number of townships in all cantons, the preparatory work was 
significantly delayed, as a result of which in some places the actual 
implementation of the plan was also started with a 2 - 3-week delay. 


In some volosts, the poor were not sufficiently involved in the 
campaign, there were no meetings of the poor, and the question of the 
norms was raised immediately at the rural villages (Birsk canton). In 
Churaevskaya Vol.In the Birsk canton, some grain procurement 
officials, prior to going to the field at the briefing meeting, spoke in 
favor of using the insufficient attendance at meetings in order to adopt 
a norm for any number of those present.In places where the 
composition of the commission for additional procurement was 
unsuccessfully recruited, there were cases of curvature of the class line 
(the same taxation of individual layers of the village, the use of mutual 
guarantee, etc.) (Sterlitamak canton). 


The existing rate of harvesting in individual cantons does not ensure 
the successful fulfillment of the plan for the republic as a whole, due to 
the partial death of winter crops, poor species for spring crops and 
unrelenting resistance to harvesting by the kulak elements. The main 
drawback in the work of the lower procurement apparatus is the 
passivity and lack of confidence among a number of workers in the 
fulfillment of the plan. 


The activity of the kulaks 


Along with the incessant and ever-increasing agitation of the kulak- 
anti-Soviet elements against grain procurements, a number of cases of 
terrorizing local Soviet workers and rural activists by kulaks have been 
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registered. In the village. Pirematulino Alsheevskaya Vol. The house of 
the chairman of the village commission for grain procurement was set 
on fire in the Belebey canton. 


All L. Arkhangelskoye, Ufa canton, after a poor meeting on grain 
procurements, the club exploded from an explosive put under 
it. Systematic persecutions of kulaks against village activists and 
Komsomol members have been registered in the villages of Guskovo, 
Shipovo and in a number of others. The poor and middle peasants of 
the countryside, with the exception of individual cases falling under the 
influence of kulak agitation, generally approve of measures to increase 
grain procurement. 


Food difficulties 


Cases of an acute shortage of bread were noted in the Argayash 
canton. In a number of villages in the Karabolsk, Kunashak and Burinsk 
volosts, several dozen mostly poor families are experiencing a partial 
hunger strike. On this basis, groups of starving people (Karabolskaya 
Vol.) Approach the village councils and VICs every day, demanding 
bread. Cases of swelling from hunger and consumption of dead 
livestock have been reported. 


On the basis of industrial difficulties, dissatisfaction with the grain 
procurement of some of the poor is noted. Kulak elements, taking 
advantage of the predicament of the poor, provide assistance to the 
needy on enslaving terms (Kunashak vol.). 


Tartary 
The June grain procurement plan in Tatarstan was fulfilled by 40.3%. 
Opposition to grain procurements and anti-Soviet protests 


The measures taken to strengthen grain procurements caused an 
increase in the anti-Soviet activity of the kulaks and_ the 
wealthy. Measures to increase the rate of grain procurement in the 
Arborsky parish met with particular resistance. Arsk canton. In 12 
villages, the kulaks ensured that the new assignments for grain 
procurement were accepted by the majority of the population with 
hostility. In 6 villages, under the influence of kulak agitation, the 
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peasants completely refused to accept control assignments for grain 
procurement (Chistopolsky, Spassky, Bugulma cantons). 


In the village. Sizner of the Arsk canton, a crowd of women, at the 
instigation of kulak-anti-Soviet elements, dispersed the poor meeting, 
shouting and attacking the Soviet regime: “The policy is predatory and 
suffocating. Impossible to endure. We will give the bread when they 
pass through our corpses. " In the village. Wed At the general meeting, 
the Kushket kulaks and the wealthy led agitation among the 
population, as a result of which the meeting refused to accept the 
assignment, and the representative of the VIC was removed from the 
meeting, which demanded the chairman of the VIC or the secretary of 
the wolf committee of the CPSU (b) with threats: “Let them come, we 
will indicate, where to get their bread”. 


At the same time, a number of cases of kulaks disrupting meetings on 
the issue of grain procurement, terrorizing workers of the procurement 
apparatus and the poor, actively participating in putting pressure on 
the kulak elite of the village, distributing anonymous letters and leaflets 
containing calls to obstruct grain procurement, were recorded. In June, 
two mass demonstrations were registered on the basis of grain 
procurements, four arson of party members’ houses, two attempted 
murders of grain procurement officials and six cases of beating of 
village activists and workers of the procurement apparatus. 


Buryat-Mongolia 
Emigration sentiments 


In the most affected regions (Aga, Muzor-Shibor), emigration 
sentiments have significantly slowed down. Measures to straighten the 
line in the work of the Soviet and party apparatus and the removal of 
the most malicious inspirers of the emigration movement in the 
Barguzin aimag led to the fact that the poor and middle peasants of the 
Buryat population openly speak out against emigration, demanding 
decisive measures against their former leaders. In the same aimag, a 
grouping was_ identified that leads the emigration 
movement. However, in a number of regions, emigration sentiments 
continue to be stable or even intensify. In Kharlunsky, Murachinsky, 
Kudarinsky, Ara-Kirensky and Sobotko-Kharyansky somons of the 
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Troitskosavsky aimag, there is an almost universal desire among the 
population to migrate to Mongolia. According to the latest data, 16 
cases of emigration were registered. The motives of the migration are 
put forward: land tightness, taxes and family ties with those living in 
Mongolia. Kulaks, lamas and intelligentsia are actively campaigning 
for emigration. 


In the Kaaban aimag, the kulaks, conducting a systematic campaign for 
emigration, arrange illegal meetings in some places at which questions 
of resettlement are discussed, the motives of which are the lack of 
land. In the Noskhon and Borgoi somons of the Selenga aimag, 
emigration sentiments among the main strata of the Buryat population 
are caused mainly by the intensified agitation of the kulaks and lamas, 
who used difficulties in supplying the population with manufactured 
goods. In Borgoi Somon, a significant number of farms have applied to 
the AIC for a permit. 


middle Asia 
Locust 


The further spread of the locust in June led to the fact that the 
Schistocerca occupied new areas: the Khorezm district of Uzbekistan, 
the Tashauz district of Turkmenistan and _ Kara-Kalpakia 
(Kazakhstan). The locusts partially spread to the Bukhara, Kash-ka- 
Darinsky, Zeravshan and Samarkand districts. In total, about half a 
million hectares have been reported infected with Schistocerci (in 
Turkmenistan 300,000 ha, in Uzbekistan - 195,000). Until recently, the 
damage caused by the schistocerca was insignificant. Massive locust 
fencing threatens with great damage. A new influx of locusts is 
expected to hatch in Persia and Afghanistan. 


Locust control is generally progressing well. Of the affected areas, 
107,000 hectares were worked out in Turkmenistan, 6,000 in 
Uzbekistan. However, a number of cases of inactivity and negligence of 
local workers and technical personnel were noted, on the basis of which 
23 workers and 2 specialists were brought to justice. Cases of 
administrative arbitrariness in the process of involving the population 
in locust control were also registered. In the Karabekul region of the 
Chardzhuy district, the locust control officer beat a farmer with 
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kamcha 238, The chairman of the Romentan District Five (Bukhara) 
arrested 15 dehkans because they went out to work not with %° ketmen, 
but with sticks. During the campaign, 57 dehkans were brought to 
justice for various, sometimes insignificant offenses. 


Broad layers of dekhkans are generally positive about the involvement 
of the population in locust control. The agitation of the beystvo finds 
support among the masses of the dekhkans only in isolated cases. 


In the Aman-Kutan village council of the Urgut district of the 
Samarkand district (Uzbekistan), in connection with the poisoning of 
the cattle released into the area treated with anti-locust poisons, the 
baystvo organized a mass demonstration: the population armed with 
axes was looking for an instructor and, not finding him, beat Mirab 2“ 
and dispersed the rest of the workers. 


In the village of Chum of the Kashka-Darya District (Uzbekistan), a 
conflict between two villages occurred due to damage to crops as a 
result of locust work. One of the groups (500 people), led by the beys, 
dispersed the workers, beat some of them and tried to arrange lynching 
on the arrived government officials. 


For agitation and opposition to locust control measures (also 
manifested in the form of agitation and the organization of mass 
prayers and sacrifices), 30 people are brought to justice, in most bai and 
other anti-Soviet elements (Khorezm, Kashka-Darinsky, Syr-Darinsky 
and Zeravshan districts - Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan). 


Basmachism 


The defeat of Amannula and the departure of Gulam-Nabi-Khan from 
Mazar-i-Sheriff served as the impetus for the revival of the emigrant- 
Basmak groups. Ibrahim bey, after consolidating the Kabul 
government, returned to Khakabad (near our border), where he 
organized a gang of 1,000 people. On June 16, Ibrahim bey held a 
meeting of horsemen, at which the foremen were elected and the plan 
for the invasion of our territory was discussed. Along with this, further 
training of the bands by Dzhunaid Khan is observed. At the beginning 
of June, a gang of 70 people under the command of his son Junaid 
attacked our border post, but was forced to retreat to 
Afghanistan. There is also some revival of criminal banditry in the 
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Ferghana District of Uzbekistan, which consists mainly of raids on 
Soviet cooperative institutions. In early June, a gang of Dzhanybek 
kazy operated in Kyrgyzstan (Osh canton), 


Anti-Soviet manifestations 


Uzbekistan. The events and successes of the reactionary elements in 
Afghanistan contribute to a further increase in the activity of the anti- 
Soviet layers of the village and the old city. The flight of Amanullah and 
the strengthening of the positions of Bache-i-Sakao are regarded as a 
new factor making it possible for Afghanistan and Britain to attack the 
USSR. Rumors are widespread that “the great powers have decided to 
return the emir of his possession, the advanced units of the emir of 
Bukhara and Ibrahim-bek are already in Uzbekistan,” etc. The number 
of threats against poor activists, farm laborers and Soviet workers has 
significantly increased. There are also cases of calls for the preparation 
of an uprising against the Soviet regime and for the arrival of the Emir 
of Bukhara. The greatest spread of anti-Soviet agitation, in connection 
with the success of the reaction in Afghanistan, is observed in the 
Surkhan-Darya, Bukhara, Andijan and Fergana districts. 


According to primary, not yet final data, by June 30, 18 cases of murders 
and injuries were registered in Uzbekistan against May 21 - 30. Despite 
the general decrease in terror, in the advanced districts, however, the 
number of kill-wounds in June increased compared to the May figures 
(Andijan district - 9 against - 5, Fergana - 3 - against - 0). Most of the 
terrorist attacks took place on the basis of land use, women's liberation 
and active social work. 


Turkmenistan. The activity of the Baysko-anti-Soviet elements has 
significantly increased, going mainly along the line of systematic anti- 
Soviet agitation and terror. Events in Afghanistan continue to be the 
main topic of anti-Soviet agitation and provocative rumors. Calls are 
made for unification in connection with the alleged invasion of the Emir 
of Bukhara and Bache-i-Sakao into Central Asia. The gangs and clergy 
also use the fact of the appearance of locusts in order to increase the 
religious fanaticism of the population and anti-Soviet propaganda. 


Along with campaigning and spreading rumors, there were 10 cases of 
terror directed mainly against activists and women. 
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Kyrgyzstan. Active speeches of the bays and manaps of Kyrgyzstan 
also mainly go through agitation and spreading rumors in connection 
with the Afghan events. Rumors about the impending fall of the Soviet 
regime are spreading. Appeals are made “to help Dzhanybek-kazy and 
Afghanistan”, etc. Characteristic are the speeches indicating that 
“Dzhanybek-kazy made a promise to the Chinese to fight the 
Bolsheviks”, with a call to contact him (with Dzhanybek). In the Osh, 
Naryn, Karakul, Chui cantons, the following kind of agitation was 
noted: "Japan, China and England have declared war on the USSR, we 
need to prepare in advance so as not to give the Soviet power people 
and horses." 


There is a noticeable increase in the activity of the Muslim clergy, 
spreading rumors about the Basmachism in Tajikistan, the seizure of 
Dushanbe, etc. At the same time, the clergy calls on "to contact the 
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Afghan clergy," "all the faithful to go to the defense of religion,” etc. 


In June, 12 cases of terror were registered in Kyrgyzstan against 7 in 
May. There were two mass demonstrations. 


Grain difficulties 


Uzbekistan. Despite the fact that the number of cotton sowers in 
Uzbekistan this year has increased and the demand of farmers in 
imported bread has proportionally increased, the delivery of bread is 
limited to last year's size. On this basis, there was some tension in the 
grain market, primarily in the Andijan and Fergana districts, where by 
June the amount of wheat thrown out to supply cotton growers had 
significantly decreased compared to the previous period. As a result, in 
the Andijan Okrug, the norm of wheat supply to cotton growers was 
reduced from five to three poods, and first of all, wheat is sold to 
collective farmers and poor people who did not receive the norms in 
April and May. This decision caused widespread discontent among the 
main strata of cotton growers, as a result of which a number of protests 
were registered demanding an increase in the rate of wheat output. 


In Kurgan-Tepe, Andijan district, a crowd of 200 farmers refused to 
receive wheat at three poods, demanding that the norm be brought to 
five poods. A crowd of dehkans in Manak shirkat 4! made similar 
demands, and having failed to achieve results, the dehkans threw away 
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their membership cards. In the village of Sufi, a crowd of 200 dehkans 
demanded that the chairman of the KIK and the instructor of the 
Khlopsoyuz leave for Andijan to increase the rate. At st. Serovo of the 
Fergana district, 300 people came to the shirkat demanding an 
immediate supply of bread. 


In connection with interruptions in grain supply, a number of 
demonstrations by farmers with threats to reduce the cotton area by 
increasing the sowing of wheat were registered. Anti-Soviet elements, 
using the created situation, intensified campaign by spreading rumors 
about sending grain from Central Asia to Russia and urging not to sow 
cotton: "All of you will die of hunger, if not perepashete land and sow 
white durra 7? and corn instead of cotton. All the same, the power will 
be in our hands, since the Basmachi are invincible. Therefore, we must 
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act. 


Tajikistan. The reduction in the supply of grain by state organizations 
and the partial destruction of crops caused an increase in prices for 
wheat (from 4 to 8 rubles per pood). On this basis, strong discontent of 
the dekhkans in a number of districts is recorded. In the Chardzhuy 
district, cotton settlements are being besieged by crowds of farmers 
demanding the immediate delivery of wheat. Threats to destroy the 
points were registered. 


Emigration 


Turkmenistan. The facts of emigration to Afghanistan and Persia 
continue to be noted. From the Kara-Bekaul region of the Chardzhui 
district, 7 bai and prosperous farms emigrated to Afghanistan, and 
some of the emigrants were guarded by the Basmachi who arrived from 
Afghanistan. Thirteen farms are going to emigrate from the same 
region, nine farms have emigrated to Persia from the Kara-Kalinsky 
region. The motives for emigration are still fears of bais and well-to-do 
land reforms, complaints about taxes and fines, and the unprofitability 
of karakul farming. 


Deputy Chairman of the OGPU 
Trilisser 
Head of the Information Department of the OGPU 
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Alekseev 

Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 
Kucherov * 

Note 

*The document is signed by V. Kucherov. 
Appendix No. 1. Urban population 


On June 6 in Astrakhan there was a large demonstration of the 
unworked population. The incident took place at the bazaar under the 
following circumstances. Financial supervision carried out a round-up 
of traders without a patent. According to the order of the financial 
inspector, the police detained even small traders who had goods for 
only a few rubles. The rough treatment of the tradeswomen by the 
police caused the outrage of the bazaar crowd (about 1,000 people 
gathered at the bazaar, traders, commoners, loader workers). They 
shouted from the crowd: "Enough to drink the blood of the workers", 
"it's time to deal with them", "beat the police-self-seekers", "beat the 
financiers-bribe-takers", "beat the finagents", "they steal from their 
trade departments, and the cerebcoops, so the poor came rob". 


Stones were thrown at the policemen. A detachment of mounted militia 
was called, which was driven out of the market by the crowd. 


In the village Rykovo (Artyomovsk district) was a speech in connection 
with the closure of two churches. On June 27, under the influence of the 
agitation of a group of anti-Soviet persons (former policeman 4, 
merchants, etc.), a crowd of believers, mainly women, resisted the 
closure of the church, throwing stones at the workers’ demonstration. 


On June 29, in Sormovo (Nizhny Novgorod), a crowd of about 100 
people did not allow the workers to remove the bells from the Sormovo 
Cathedral. The bells were removed on July 1 after a detachment of the 
mounted police was called. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU Kucherov 


Appendix No. 2. Grain procurement 
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The desire of individual workers in the grassroots Soviet apparatus 
to shift grain procurements onto the poor and middle peasants 


SIBCRAY 


Rubtsovsky district. Pospelikhinsky district. A propagandist of the RK 
VKP (b), who worked on grain procurements, speaking at meetings of 
the district and agricultural activists, said: “You cannot take the middle 
peasant with mass work, new methods must be applied to him. In my 
opinion, the method should be as follows: you have to scare the middle 
peasant, promise to describe it, and if he is not lucky enough, then 
describe it. " 


Tomsk district. Mariinsky district, der. Ust-Serta. A local teacher, a 
candidate of the All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks, speaking 
at the meeting, said: “Every campaign we put pressure on the fist, and 
the rest of the strata do not feel this pressure, and because of this, it 
becomes difficult to carry out preparations. It is necessary to lay out 
grain, in addition to the kulaks, and for the middle peasants, as well as 
for part of the poor, but the property of the middle peasants should not 
be sold, but kept under pressure. " 


CBO 


Orenburg district. Pos. Orsky.55 poods were imposed on the local 
farm laborer, while he was an eternal farm laborer and never had a 
surplus. 


Pos. N.-Ozernoe.On the local middle peasant, 200 poods were 
imposed, had sowing 714 dessiatines, 50% of the sowing was declared 
dead by the expert commission, 375 poods were taken out on vouchers, 
80 poods were spent on sowing. Has no surplus. 


NVK 


Khopersky district. Uryupinsky district, hut. Dobrinsky. The grain 
procurement officer forced one middle peasant to take out 20 poods of 
seed grain, another 60 poods. This order caused great indignation 
among the middle peasants. 


Kinks and perversions of grain procurement methods 


URAL 
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Shadrinsky district. Beloyarsk district, with. Lebyazhye. At the 
meeting on grain procurement, the authorized speaker was asked what 
should be done with those who do not hand over bread, but have it. The 
commissioner replied: "We must shoot." 


UKRAINE 


Vinnytsia district. Turbovsky district, with. Vakhnovka. The grain 
procurement officer, summoned to the village council, said to the 
middle peasants: "We will let you beggars, we will let your guts out of 
you, and we will get bread." 


CBO 


Samara District. Spassky _ district.Some grain procurement 
commissioners systematically practice arrests of individual citizens for 
non-delivery of grain and even simply for objections to the 
commissioners during a conversation. Technically, this is done as 
follows: they write a letter to the chairman of the district troika for grain 
procurement or the secretary of the RK party and send it with the 
citizen they want to arrest. The letter also contains a request to detain 
the submitter of the letter for 3-4 days. (Reported to the Regional 
Prosecutor). 


Tailored sentiments of the workers of the Soviet apparatus and 
village communists. Demobilization mood 


SIBCRAY 


Irkutsk District. Der. Lylovshchino. A member of the commission - a 
member of the village council, a middle peasant, said at the meeting: 
“Better to let the authorities punish than to quarrel with the 
peasants. Let them go to prison, it would be better for me than to do 
evil to my peasants. " 


CBO 


Ulyanovsk District. A member of the Korsunovsky village council 
filed an application with the RIK to refuse to work, arguing that he did 
not agree with the grain procurement policy. 


S. Reinsfeld. One of the members of the village council at the general 
meeting and at the plenum of the village council said: "We cannot 
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accept the control figure, the citizens tell us: we elected you so that you 
would protect us, and you undermine us." 


CChO 


Lgovskiy district. Ryl|sky district, with. Korneevo. The secretary of the 
cell of the CPSU (b) submitted to the district committee an application 
for his removal from the post of secretary of the cell, not wanting to 
participate in grain procurements. 


Kulaks' opposition to grain procurements. Sabotage 
URAL 


Tyumen district. Der. Sosnovka. The local kulak, not wanting to hand 
over their grain surplus to the state, took 200 poods to the field. wheat 
and burned them. When arrested, he said: "I do not want to hand over 
bread to the state, let it be better for no one to get it." 


SIBCRAY 


Slavgorodsky district. In with. At the dance, the local kulak, not 
wanting to hand over his surplus bread to the state, fed it to the pigs. 


CChO 


Rossoshansk district. Podgorensky district, 
with. Kolodyazhnoe. From the surrendered fist in the amount of 30 
poods. flour and sweat distributed to the poor for food, five families fell 
ill. The flour turned out to be mixed with lime and sand (the 
investigation is being conducted by the OGPU branch office). 


Terrorist activities of kulaks 
CBO 


On the night of June 2, on the 11th junction of the Tashkent railway. a 
citizen of the nearby village was found beaten with fists to 
unconsciousness. Pokrovka, a candidate of the CPSU (b), who had 
previously actively advocated strengthening grain procurements in the 
village. Kozlovka, Pokrovsky District, Orenburg District. 


CChO 
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Ostrogozhsky district. Veidelevsky district, with. Rovny. Riga 
wes burnt at the secretary of the village council. The water was 
previously drained from the fire drums. Many of the peasants who fled 
to the fire and learned that the buildings of the secretary of the village 
council were on fire returned (the investigation is underway). 


SIBCRAY 


Barnaul district and region. S. Aulovo. Fists slaughtered the only cow 
of a member of the grain procurement commission. 


Yeletsky district. Zhilovsky district, with. Goat. A local poor man who 
was in favor of grain procurement was brutally killed by fists. 


Kulak groups 
CBO 


Syzran district. In the village an anti-Soviet kulak group of 6 people 
existed in person. Each event was discussed by this group at its 
meetings. At the time of grain procurement, the members of the group 
tried to be together and, before coming on call, they discussed in 
advance what answers to give. 


UKRAINE 


Poltava district and area, with. Gorbanevka. A group of kulaks tried 
to thwart the grain procurement plan, strenuously striving for a decree 
on equal distribution to farms, not excluding the poor. The attempt 
failed. 


CBO 


Penza district. S. Komleika. There was a group of kulaks and the well- 
to-do, including 7 people, who organized illegal meetings. For 
example, on June 3, they choose from among their members a "grain 
procurement officer" and, dissatisfied with the layout of the control 
figure, again made an unauthorized layout and presented it to the grain 
procurement commission. 


Mass performances 


CBO 
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Samara District. Chapaevsky district, with. Vozdvizhenka. A crowd 
of 500-600 people disrupted an auction for property from two local 
kulaks. 


Buguruslan district. Sergievsky district, with. Orlovka. A crowd of 
over 200 people, mostly women, approached the village council and 
twice disrupted the general meeting of citizens, trying to crack down 
on the representative and speaker of the OK VKP (b). 


Penza district. Kamensky district, with. Curl. The gathered crowd of 
200 people, armed with pitchforks and incited by their fists, prevented 
the members of the village council from confiscating property from the 
kulak, a malicious non-delivery of bread. An extremely agitated crowd 
forced the local authorities to leave the area (an investigation is 
underway). 


Samara District. S. N. Mikhailovka. The general meeting adopted a 
resolution on the adoption of the check digit. After the meeting, the 
well-to-do and the kulaks began an intensified agitation among the 
peasants to abandon the control figure. As a result of the agitation, the 
peasants went in a crowd to the local party member who was holding 
the meeting, and shouting that they had been deceived, they demanded 
that a protocol be issued. Taking the protocol, they wrote another 
resolution to refuse to accept the check digits. 


Buzuluk district. S. Kogutovo. A crowd of peasants in two villages did 
not allow the sale of the property of two "disenfranchised" (three 
instigators were arrested). 


The same district. Borsky district, with. Sunflower. A crowd of women 
of 150-200 people disrupted the bidding of two "disenfranchised" for 
not surplus. Two days later, during a second bidding attempt, a crowd 
of 300 people gathered, trying to inflict lynching on the members of the 
collective farm who were helping the grain procurement commission. 


CChO 


Voronezh district. Kastornensky district, with. Vasilyevka. At the time 
of the production of the inventory and the seizure of property, a crowd 
of 300 people gathered from the local kulak. The Commissioner was 
forced to leave without completing the inventory and seizure. 
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Clergy Activity 
CBO 


Ulyanovsk District. Tagaevsky district, with. Chirikovo. A crowd of 
130 women, incited by the priest in the church, the church elder and 
other clergymen, moved to the village council building, demanding the 
immediate removal of the fine from the priest and surrender of 100 
poods. 


The same is in Penza, Kuznetsk, Samara and Ulyanovsk districts. 


Syzran district. Nikolaevsky area, with. Anagnino. A crowd of 
women of 150 people approached the village council demanding the 
return to the local priest of the horses and cows taken away from him 
for not delivering bread. As the crowd was very excited, the demand 
was granted. 


The next day, a crowd of women again came to the village council, this 
time demanding the imposition of 100 poods. on the chairman of the 
village council, a member of the Komsomol, and the chairman of the 
KKOV, candidate of the CPSU (b). 


Samara District. Stavropol region, with.Trash can. A crowd of 
women at the time of the inventory of the priest's property demanded 
not to touch him. The priest himself ordered to ring the alarm. 


Kuznetsk district. Ditvinsky district, with. Shugurovo. A crowd of 
500-600 women for two days terrorized the local authorities in 
connection with the confiscation of property from the local priest for 
not giving them the surplus. 


The same district and area, with. Shkudino. A crowd of 200 Mordovian 
women gathered near the church demanding not to touch the priest and 
stop grain procurement. The crowd, mostly poor, was incited by the 
priest. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU Kucherov 
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Appendix No. 3. Mass demonstrations 


Armavir district. (CCM). In with. Konokovo On June 2, there was a 
mass action of the peasants on the basis of the alienation of property 
from the kulaks of F.E. Rezinka and P.F. Fomushkin. surplus 
bread. When the cow was confiscated from Rezinka on June 2, his 
family members resisted, crying and making noise, trying to attract the 
attention of neighbors. The farm workers led the cow through the 
market square, where, in view of the holiday, there was a crowd of 
people. The village executives were followed by crying members of the 
Gum family. At that time, Gum was at the market square, where, in 
conversations with peasants, he complained about the robbery of his 
property carried out by the authorities. 


10 minutes after the cow was led through the bazaar, the population in 
groups began to approach the village council. The women went from 
door to door, urging them to go to the village council to defend 
Rubber. By 8 o'clock. In the morning about 300 people gathered around 
the Council, mostly women. Several people from the crowd began to 
look around the yard for the chairman of the village council, 
Yeshchenko, who, frightened, locked himself in his office. The crowd 
broke down the door and led to Yeshchenko Square, demanding to 
hand over the keys to the room where the property of Rezinka and 
others was locked. 


Peasants standing near Yeshchenko Nikishin Tikhon, Sheremet V.I. (80 
years old), Kurochkin Daniil (terarmyets 7) and others began to beat 
him. Lynching was prevented by citizen Krikunok, who was serving 
forced labor at the village council, who with the peasant Abramenko 
pulled the chairman out of the crowd, hiding him in the stable. 


The crowd, not finding the keys, broke into the premises and took out 
the alienated property, delivering Fomushkin and Rezinka to the 
house. Some of the women who took part in the plundering of 
property, having collected stones, went around the village to look for 
communists, in particular, they were looking for a party member 
Streltsova. Approaching the premises of the nursery, the crowd 
attacked the watchman, demanding to hand over the keys to the 
nursery and indicate where Streltsova was, otherwise the women 
threatened with murder. 
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After an unsuccessful search for party members and Komsomol 
members who, having learned about the demonstration, fled from the 
village, the crowd about 10 o'clock. evenings began to go home. At this 
time, two policemen from the Uspenskaya village (party members) and 
a people's investigator (non-party) arrived in the village. To the 
tachanka 4°, who stopped near the house of the "dispossessed" Eresko, 
men and women began to flock in groups. The investigator entered the 
building of the village council, asking the chairman. “We washed and 
hung it to dry,” shouted from the crowd. The investigator, seeing the 
agitation of the peasants (shouts from the crowd were rushed: "Why 
talk, beat him"), tried to persuade the crowd, promising to find the 
chairman of the village council. At the policemen who remained in the 
cart, the crowd began throwing stones, threatening to kill, as a result of 
which the policemen, without waiting for the return of the investigator, 
rushed to flight, firing at the crowd pursuing them two shots, in 
response to which several shots were also fired from the crowd (from 
witness testimony it turns out that that the foreman of variable 
composition was shooting 74” Shatsky). 


The narrator, left alone among the crowd, tried to flee from lynching, 
but was knocked to the ground by a blow to the head, after which the 
crowd began to beat him. The demobilized Red Army soldier 
Serdyukov stopped the beating by his intervention, but the 
investigator, having reached the nearest alley, stopped and began to tell 
the peasants who surrounded him that he was not guilty of anything, 
but despite this, he was again inflicted with several blows. The peasant 
Kovalenko began to persuade the crowd to stop beating. As a result, the 
beaten investigator was allowed to wash himself with water and was 
released from the village. At the time of the beating of the investigator 
and the persecution of the police, 1000-1500 people took part in the 
protest (the crowd was gathered by ringing the alarm). 


At 10 o'clock. 30 minutes. a car arrived in the village with the secretary 
of the district committee and the representative of the OGPU, who was 
immediately surrounded by a crowd. “Lichen” Eresko shouted to the 
crowd: “What are you standing there, beat him”, after which the 
peasant Lysenko and others began to shout: “What to watch, they came 
to beat us, kill us, shoot us, beat them, beat them”, etc. Those who came 
under the pressure of an angry crowd were forced to leave the village. 
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After leaving the car, the crowd moved to the farm barn. Not finding 
the manager in the warehouse, the peasants went to his apartment, 
forcibly brought the employees of the partnership Streltsov and 
Dashkova, demanding to open the barn. When the barn was opened, 
the peasants, making sure that the prepared grain was not taken out, 
ordered the employees not to send the grain anywhere, but to distribute 
it to the poor through the KKOV. 


By 4 o'clock. of the day the operational detachment arrived in the 
village. Not a single party member was in the village, everyone hid or 
fled to the city of Armavir. Up to 700 peasants gathered in the 
square. Those who arrived, having found several members of the 
village council and Komsomol members, opened a meeting. The 
peasants who spoke at the rally complained about the overwhelming 
plan of procurement, especially sharply spoke about the alienation of 


property. 


On June 3, after the initiators of the protest were arrested, the daughter 
of the arrested kulak, Rezinka, ran crying around the village, asking for 
help. A group of women gathered again tried to summon the peasants 
to a performance, which was not done, as women were not allowed to 
ring the alarm. 


Sarapul District (Ural). June 10 in the village. Cherepanovo, Botkinsky 
District, on the basis of the closure of the church, a mass demonstration 
of peasants took place. 


In December 1928, the technical commission declared the building of 
the Cherepanovskaya Church unsuitable for further exploitation, and 
therefore the peasants transferred the church property to one of the 
houses in the village, where the church services took place. In June, the 
district committee decided to finally liquidate the church, removing 
crosses and bells from it, for which on June 10, a commission consisting 
of a deputy. chief of militia Izhboldin (non-partisan), head. district farm 
Kurochkin (non-partisan) and authorized RIK Ermolaev (member of 
the All-Union Communist Party), who worked in _ the 
village. Cherepanovo during the procurement campaign, and two 
policemen. The members of the commission, arriving in the village, 
near the church were greeted by a crowd of women in the amount of 
up to 40-50 people, led by priest Krylov and two members of the church 
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council. The crowd was hostile to the newcomers, some individuals at 
Ermolaev's address shouted: "Hit him, then he will no longer go to 
grain procurements.” The members of the commission, not paying 
attention to the indignation of the crowd, went to the church, and 
Yermolaev did not take off his headdress and entered with a cigarette 
in his mouth. Pop stopped the members of the commission, stating that 
smoking in the church and entering with a hat is prohibited. The pop 
commission was immediately arrested and sent with a policeman to the 
village. The believers, seeing this, struck the bell, and the alarm bell 
gathered a crowd of peasants up to 300 people to the church (some of 
those who arrived at the church were armed with stakes). In addition 
to the peasants with. Cherepanovo, a crowd arrived from the 
neighboring village. Dremina. Deputy the police chief sent the arrested 
person on horseback to the village. Votkinsk (regional center) and, 
returning to the church, under the pressure of the crowd, he was forced 
to flee the village with other members of the commission. But near the 
river. Siva (200 m from Cherepanovo), the crowd overtook the 
fugitives, who, holding back the crowd, drew their revolvers and 
started shooting (up). Having pounced on Yermolaev, the peasants 
broke his head with a stake, Kurochkin, a member of the commission, 
was stoned, and the beating was stopped only after he announced that 
he had come to the village not to close the church, but to check 
firefighting measures, as evidence of which Kurochkin showed the 
attackers a travel document. The peasants tried to throw Izhboldin into 
the water, but he, leaving a cloak and a briefcase in the hands of the 
crowd, rushed to swim across the river and thus escaped. The beaten 
Ermolaev was saved from death only by the fact that, undressing, he 
swam across the river. 


After the members of the commission had fled, the crowd returned to 
the village, where they set up a watch near the church. 


3-4 hours later, the secretary of the district committee, the chairman of 
the regional executive committee and other workers arrived from 
Votkinsk to the village. Arriving near the church was met by a group of 
peasants, who again gathered the crowd by ringing the alarm. Despite 
the decision 
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On June 10, at the plenum of the village council on the need to liquidate 
the church, the peasants continued to guard the church until June 12. 


At one time, before sending the commission to _ the 
village. Cherepanovo, the OGPU district representative told the 
secretary of the district committee of the CPSU (b) about the untimely 
closure of the church, since, given the population's dissatisfaction with 
increased pressure on grain procurements, the removal of the church 
could only aggravate the situation (which happened). 


The secretary of the district committee, not listening to the authorized 
OGPU, said that there was nothing wrong and sent a commission to the 
village. Cherepanovo without coordinating this issue with the bureau 
of the district committee of the CPSU (b). 


Population with. In the past, Cherepanovo retreated by 70% along with 
the Whites. There are no communists or Komsomol members in the 
village. All public work was led by persons alien to the Soviet 
government who were sitting in the apparatus of rural organizations, 
in particular, the chairman of the village council, a former white, is 
under the influence of the church head. Deputy chairman of the village 
council - a former White Guard volunteer, currently a member of the 
church council. Most of the members of the village council (also former 
whites) took part in the speech. 


Buguruslan District (SVO). In with. Orlovka, Sergievsky region On 
June 12, a general meeting of peasants was convened on the importance 
of grain procurements. At that moment, when the meeting was 
opening, a church watchman passed by, who shouted, addressing the 
assembled peasants: "You open the meeting, well, I'll close it." 


As soon as the speaker (the propagandist of the district committee of 
the All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks Gavrilov) began his 
report, a bell rang out, which began to drown out the speaker's speech, 
and he was forced to interrupt the report. To the proposal of one of the 
members of the village council to stop ringing, the church watchman 
replied: "I do not obey your authority, since I have my own authority" 
and continued to call until the priest arrived at the evening service. 


During the break, the meeting, which was attended by up to 400 people, 
was attended by up to 200 women, led by a group (10-15 people) of 
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drunken men. And when the speaker started his report for the second 
time, shouts began to be heard from the crowd of kulaks, interrupting 
the speaker all the time: “We are naked and barefoot, but the last bread 
is taken from us. There is no bread and we won't give it. The Soviet 
government is stripping the last skin. We do not need Soviet cars; we 
will work as our grandfathers did. Collective and state farms are of no 
use. Specialists are paid a lot of money earned with the blood of 
peasants. Workers, office workers and peasants are dissatisfied with 
Soviet power and we do not need Soviet power. The Communist Party 
is pursuing a wrong line and wants to strangle the peasants. Where is 
our grain taken out, why don't they ask for bread from the communists 
and workers? Down with grain procurements, there is no bread. Take 
our children and ourselves, and you can plunder our property 
whatever the Soviet government and the communists want. Robbers 
and landlords are sitting around. Let's kill the grain procurers so that 
they no longer appear in our village. Beat this bastard, communist 
commissioners. " At the same time, wheat grains were thrown at the 
speaker from the crowd with exclamations: "Here's your bread, here's 
a control figure for you." 


Under the influence of these outcries and agitation of the kulaks, the 
crowd tried to deal with the reporter and the grain procurement officer, 
but was restrained by individual peasants. However, the meeting was 
disrupted. 


Before that, two poor meetings were disrupted in the village, into which 
kulaks penetrated and with their provocative cries of "there is no bread 
and we will not give you bread" did not allow the meeting to be 
conducted. 


Bryansk lips. In with. Petrushkovo, Shablykinsky district On June 13, 
in connection with the organization of a commune (consisting of 18 
farms), a mass demonstration of peasants took place. 


On June 13, a land surveyor came to the village to allocate land to the 
commune. On the same day, a general meeting of peasants took place 
on the issue of hiring a shepherd. This collection was used by the 
wealthy, who were trying to restore the poor and middle peasants 
against the commune. The chairman of the village committee, who 
accidentally came to the meeting, having learned what the dispute was 
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about, persuaded the meeting to stop discussing the issue of allotting 
land to the commune and discuss it at a general meeting with the 
participation of representatives of the volost organizations. Those who 
gathered agreed with this, but just before the closing of the meeting, 
one of the organizers of the commune Pozdnyakov (a former member 
of the All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks) came, who were 
attacked by women shouting: “You want to take away the landlord’s 
land from society and become landowners yourself” collect a meeting”, 
“Beat, you need to cut the communists”, and tried to beat him. 


On June 15, the chairman of the RIK and the secretary of the district 
committee arrived in the village, who, not knowing what had 
happened, called a poor meeting, which was attended by many middle 
and wealthy people, mostly women. 


The gathered crowd greeted the representatives of the district 
approaching the building of the village council with shouts: "Here they 
are going to cut off the land to the commune, take the stakes and drive 
them from the field." The RIK chairman warned that only the poor can 
attend the meeting. Despite the warning, the middle peasants and the 
well-to-do did not disperse. At this moment, someone (who is not 
identified) rang the alarm. A large crowd of peasants was summoned 
with a bell ringing. When the representatives of the district, having 
opened the meeting, approached the issue of organizing the commune, 
the peasants raised a noise and shouts (mostly women shouted): “We 
will still interrupt the organizers of the commune and those who will 
allot the land; what kind of a commune it is, whoever has gathered 
there, we will not give land, we will drive them away with stakes, but 
we will not allow them to be ashamed”. “You are baiting us into the 
war, so that we will fight among ourselves, we will not allow everyone 
to be cut,” etc. Those gathered insistently demanded the announcement 
of the list of those who signed up for the commune (this was denied to 
them). The meeting, due to the strong agitation of the peasants, was 
closed. 


On June 16, a meeting of the poor was again convened, to which the 
well-to-do came again, and at this meeting shouts continued against the 
organization of the commune: “We do not need a commune, if they take 
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the land under it, then we will come with slingshots and cut them. The 
commune must be dispersed, we are beggars, "and so on. 


At about 11 am (the meeting was still going on) three sheds were set on 
fire, one of them belonging to the organizer of the commune 
Povdiyanov, the other two - to the poor. Those present at the meeting 
just dispersed, but did not take part in extinguishing the fire. On June 
18, two more barns belonging to the middle peasants were set on fire. 


Massive opposition to the organization of the commune is explained by 
the following: 


1) There was no awareness campaign among the poor and middle 
peasants before the arrival of the land surveyor. Local party cells were 
inactive, and the Kochulichskaya cell (to which the communists from 
the village of Petrushkovo were attached) was disbanded, some of the 
party members were expelled from the CPSU (b) for drunkenness and 
communication with a kulak element, and the rest were attached to the 
newly organized Somovskaya cell, which did not take into account the 
created situation. 


2) The organizers of the commune did not enjoy authority among the 
population. Poznyakov - a former well-to-do, now a poor man, 
expelled from the party Tikhonov II was removed from the village 
council for persecuting the village correspondent; IP Tikhonov was 
expelled from the party for embezzlement and drunkenness. These 
organizers included a former priest, a drunkard, into the commune, 
although he was later expelled from the commune, but the very fact of 
his inclusion in the commune had an extremely unfavorable effect on 
the attitude of the population towards the commune. 


3) It was not explained to the poor people who moved to the land of the 
former landowner that when the land was allocated to the commune, 
they would be left on their allotments, while the majority of the poor 
people had the opinion that their land would go to the commune. 


Khopersky District (NVK). In with. Semenovka, Preobrazhensky 
District, on June 18, tenders were set for the sale of property of five 
kulak farms that had not fulfilled the control task for grain 
procurement. At that moment, when their property was brought to the 
place of trading, the alarm bell sounded, to which the peasants began 
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to run from. Semyonovka and hut. Gordeevsky, armed with pitchforks 
and stakes. To the demand of the chairman of the village council and 
the grain procurement commissioner to stop ringing the alarm, the 
assembled peasants responded with shouts: “Kill such bastards - 
robbers, they must be killed. Local authorities do what we want. You 
gendarmes come to us only to plunder. We demand that the bidding be 
canceled,” and so on. 


The peasants who had gathered decided to open a meeting, at which it 
was decided to cancel the auction for the alienated property, lift the 
boycott of the grain holders and restore the electoral rights of all 
"disenfranchised", with the exception of the ministers of the religious 
cult. 


The authorities could not exert any influence on the crowd and were 
forced to leave for the area, postponing the auction. 


District Committee of the CPSU (b), having discussed on the same day 
the excess in the village. Semenovka, decided to withdraw from the 
village. Semenovka and adjacent farmsteads of 10 kulaks. On the night 
of June 19, five policemen, headed by the head of the RAO, left for the 
arrest. Arrests were initially made in farms located on the road to the 
village. Semyonovka. During the arrest, the kulaks resisted, in 
connection with which the police were forced to break down the 
doors. The relatives of those arrested notified the population of other 
farms about the arrests. 


June 19 in the village. In Semyonovka, the arriving militiamen were 
greeted with an alarm bell, to which the peasants came running, armed 
with pitchforks, stakes, etc. Having surrounded the militia, the crowd 
not only did not allow the kulaks to be arrested, but tried to free those 
arrested in the farms. The head of the RAO was hit on the head with a 
log, as a result of which the police fired several shots that scattered the 
crowd. 


Seeing the impossibility to continue working in the village. Semenovka, 
the militiamen, together with the arrested, went to the village of 
Pereobrazhenskaya. From s. Semyonovka, following the arrested, came 
a crowd of peasants, which, approaching the RIK building, demanded 
the release of the arrested and the surrender of the police officers who 
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made arrests for reprisals. On that day, there was a fair in the village, 
which is why the crowd, rapidly increasing (gathered up to 1000 
people), insistently demanded the opening of the meeting: "We have no 
kulaks and no bread, we demand to stop the inventory and sale of 
property," shouted the initiators. 


The crowd, having opened the meeting, chose a presidium from among 
its midst, adopting the following resolution: “To restore all 
“disenfranchised” in voting rights, with the exception of priests, cancel 
the sale of alienated property and return the alienated and previously 
sold property to their previous owners. None of the authorities in the 
village. Semyonovka should not be allowed, except for the inheritor. 
"The meeting also elected a commission to clarify the actions of the 
police. After the adoption of the resolution, the crowd dispersed. 


Tambov District (TsCHO). In with. Orzhevka of the Kirsanovsky 
District on June 26, in the evening, a group of female podkulach women 
and former nuns, accompanied by two teenage girls, went door-to-door 
and invited peasants to come to church on June 27, claiming that for 
failure to fulfill the control task for grain procurement, the Soviet 
authorities were arrested and sent to Solovki by a local priest, and 
therefore he wishes to celebrate the last mass and say goodbye to the 
believers. Two weeks before this invitation, the priest told the peasants 
that there was a decree on his arrest and deportation to Solovki, when 
this decree would be implemented, he would warn the parishioners 
with a bell ringing. 


On June 26, the priest, having received a notice of his appearance in the 
village council to give explanations about the reasons for the failure to 
comply with the decree on the export of grain, notified through the 
indicated group of peasants about his alleged arrest. 


On the morning of June 27, instead of the usual church ringing, 10 
alarms were given. After that, up to 300 people gathered in the church, 
most of them women (usually no more than 50 people come to the 
church). At the end of the service, the priest addressed the audience 
with a speech, declaring: “It has become difficult to live at the present 
time, the Soviet government arrested a priest with. N-Peski of the 
Peresypkinsky region and intends to send him to Solovki. However, 
believers for religious convictions demanded from the authorities the 
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release of their priest, and the authority yielded to this demand without 
touching him. So, I also have information about the next expulsion of 
me for not taking out the available 500 poods. of bread. If the believers 
care about me and need me, then the true believers will follow the 
example of the N-Peskovsky believers” (it should be noted that in p. 


After the service, some of the believers went with the priest in the 
direction of his apartment, shouting: "We will not give our priest." The 
rest of the peasants present in the church went to the village 
council. The priest took out a sack of crackers from the house and went, 
accompanied by the crowd, to the village council. In the village council, 
the priest was asked to go home and persuade the crowd to disperse, 
which he refused to do, and only after warning to be forced out, 
unnoticed by the peasants, went home. 


The crowd, having increased to 700 people, surrounded the village 
council, demanded the immediate release of the priest, some people 
shouted: "Down with grain procurement, down with Soviet power, 
long live freedom", etc. One of the initiators of the speech, breaking the 
glass in the window of the village council, raised a bloody hand, 
shouting: "Komsomol members are cutting us with knives, and we are 
watching." Under the influence of the instigation of the kulaks, the 
peasants tried to inflict reprisals on the workers of the village council, 
but having learned about the departure of the militia from the city, the 
crowd fled. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU Kucherov 


Table of the movement of strikes at enterprises of the state industry 
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* Of these, one "Italian" with the participation of 400 people (document 
note). 


** Of these, 12 strikes simultaneously with the demand for an increase 
in bread and food rations (document note). 


*** Tn the document, the total is incorrect, it follows - 12605. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU, Kucherov 
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Review of the political state of the USSR in October 1929 
Top secret 

November 19, 1929 

Moscow city 


At the same time, an overview of the political state of the USSR for 
October 1929 is being transmitted. The review was compiled on the 
basis of data from the Information, KRO and Eastern departments of 
the OGPU. 


This survey, in view of its top-secret nature, should be kept on par with 
the code. Making copies and making extracts is not allowed in any case. 


The PP of the OGPU and the heads of the regional and subdivisions of 
the OGPU can give an overview for reading to the secretaries of the 
regional committees, district and regional committees and the Bureau 
of the Central Committee of the CPSU (b). 


When reviewing 6 applications and a table. 

Deputy Chairman of the OGPU 

Messing 

Deputy Head of the Information Department of the OGPU 
N. Alekseev 

Workers 

Food supply for cities and working areas 


The situation with the supply of the workers and the working 
population of the cities with grain (according to the norm) has been 
regulated in a significant part of the districts. Significant interruptions 
in the supply of flour and bread are still noted in the Ural and Ivanovo 
industrial regions and the Shakhtinsko-Donets district of the North 
Caucasus. 


Due to the lack of organization of the intraregional distribution of 
products in these areas, in some areas, local cooperatives delay the 
issuance of products and even resort to cutting norms. 
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So, in the Seredsky Central Dispatch Center (Shuisky District IPO), due 
to the failure to fulfill the application for 155 cars, the delivery rates 
were reduced from 10 to 6 kg. Similar facts took place in other areas of 
the Ivanovo industrial region. It should be noted that in a number of 
districts of the Yaroslav] District, groats were not issued in October. 


It is noteworthy that in October in the Urals, in the mines and the 
Ivanovo region. large quantities of flour were obtained with a 
significant admixture of surrogates (bran, corn, beans, barley, etc.). In 
this regard, the quality of baked bread has deteriorated. Serious 
dissatisfaction with the distribution of poor-quality bread took place in 
the Shakhty-Donetsk region of the SKK. Distribution of spoiled cereals 
was also noted in these areas. 


Interruptions in the supply of meat, butter, milk, sausages, cereals, 
vegetables (especially potatoes and cabbage) continue to be felt in the 
Moscow, Ural, Ivanovo regions, the Nizhny Novgorod and North 
Caucasian regions (Grozny), as well as in Siberia and Ukraine. Due to 
interruptions, queues continue to take place. 


In October, there was absolutely no sugar, oil, soap, fish in the shops of 
the Central Recreation Center of the Balakhninsky District (Nizhny 
Novgorod Territory). In the mountains. Sormovo queues for milk have 
been standing since 5 o'clock.in the morning, reaching 300-400 
people. The population's demand for vegetables in the Nizhny 
Novgorod region is satisfied by 15%, for dairy products by 25%, and for 
meat by 40%. 


In mid-October in the shops of the Central Recreation Center of the 
mountains. Rykov (Ukraine) did not sell potatoes and cabbage at all. In 
the mountains. In the mines at the end of October, there were no 
potatoes for several days on sale by cooperatives. 


In the shops of the Central Recreation Center of Reutovsky, 
Izmailovsky, Ramensky, Bogorodsky and other districts of the Moscow 
District, where the most significant enterprises are located, there is a 
systematic lack of herring, fish, sausage, cheese and other products. The 
queues for these products in mid-October reached 300-400 people. 


In anumber of working areas of the Ivanovo region. (Lezhnevo, Sereda) 
there is no sausage, canned food, cheap confectionery, etc. on sale. In 
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the Sudogorsk Central Regional Center (Gusevsky District) there is no 
sale of cereals, sugar; vegetable oil, pasta are also not available for sale. 


In the Ivanovo industrial region. prices on the private market for millet, 
wheat flour, sunflower and Russian oil, sugar and other products are 
100-200%, and in some cases even 400-500% higher than prices in 
cooperatives. 


Meetings on the issue of food difficulties in some cases are held in a 
tense atmosphere. Facts have been registered when, at meetings whose 
agenda does not include the issue of food supply (about a five-year 
plan, about checking agreements on socialist competition, about a loan 
for industrialization), the debate is mainly reduced to discussing the 
issue of food difficulties (Ukraine). 


On the basis of food difficulties, in October, cases of individual groups 
of workers appealing to local party and Soviet organizations with a 
request to establish food supplies (Tyumen - Ural, "Pervoye Maya" 
factory, "Krasnaya Vetka" factory - Ivanovo industrial region) became 
more frequent. The workers of the glass factories of the Gusevsky 
region (IPO) presented the FZK with a requirement to establish food 
supply within three days. Otherwise, the workers were going to send a 
delegation to Moscow. 


Shortcomings of the campaign to check the implementation of 
collective agreements and agreements on socialist competition 


The instructions of the All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions and 
the Supreme Economic Council on the simultaneous conduct of 
campaigns to verify the fulfillment of collective agreements and 
socialist competition agreements, on the creation of one working 
apparatus for carrying out these campaigns (work teams, temporary 
control commissions) and on the end of these campaigns by November 
1 at anumber of enterprises are not being implemented. 


Campaigns are carried out with a significant delay. They began in 
October, and preparatory work at a number of enterprises began only 
at the end of October. 


In the Ivanovo industrial region, the Nizhny Novgorod region, in the 
Ukraine, in the Serpukhovsky, Moscow, Kolomensky and Tula 
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districts, almost no work was carried out to check the implementation 
of collective agreements. By the beginning of November, the check was 
completed only in Leningrad (at most of the Leningrad enterprises, the 
check began in August). However, the results of the audit have not yet 
been discussed at work meetings. Their discussion is timed to coincide 
with the meetings on the issue of concluding new collective 
agreements. 


The verification of the implementation of collective agreements is 
carried out separately from the campaign for verification of socialist 
competition agreements. For both campaigns, parallel working units 
are created (VKK, brigades, etc.). Local trade-union organizations did 
not understand enough * to themselves the need to carry out both 
campaigns together. 


It is necessary to especially note the inadequacy of explanatory work 
among the mass of the workers, especially on the issue of checking the 
fulfillment of collective agreements. A significant part of the workers in 
a number of enterprises do not know anything about this 
campaign. Workers' meetings were not convened at all enterprises 
(textile enterprises of the Yaroslavl, Shuisky districts, etc.). 


In most factories in the Shuisky District, the issue of checking collective 
agreements at workers' meetings was not discussed. The shock check 
teams created in the workshops did not start work. At the Shuisko- 
Tezin factory among the workers, members of the CPSU, explanatory 
work was also not carried out on the issue of checking the collective 
agreement. 


The participation of workers in campaigns, for the reasons indicated, is 
completely insufficient. Meetings are poorly attended and are held with 
low activity of workers (attendance at a number of enterprises does not 
exceed 20-40%). Often meetings are disrupted due to the absence of 
workers. 


On October 16, at the factories "Vagzhanovka", "Proletarka", 
Zavidovskaya weaving mill, Tverhodezhda and at the Car Building 
Plant, general meetings of workers on the progress of socialist 
competition were not held due to the absence of workers. On October 
18, at the meetings of workers of the "Proletarka" factory, out of 1500 
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people (including 400 members of the All-Union Communist Party), 
only 30 people attended. The meeting did not take place a second time 
(Tver district). 


In the process of checking the fulfillment of existing collective 
agreements and agreements on social competition at a significant 
number of enterprises, it was established that the administration and 
workers did not fulfill a number of obligations they had given. 


The unfulfilled clauses of the collective agreements on the part of the 
administration relate mainly to labor protection, the quality of work 
clothes, premises for eating and washing (Ivanovo-Voznesensk 
factories, factories of the Nizhny Novgorod region and in Ukraine). 


Plant them. Lenin (city. Dnepropetrovsk). On October 16, at the general 
factory delegate meeting, at which the current collective agreement was 
discussed, the workers who spoke in the debate pointed to the untimely 
distribution of overalls, the lack of water in the washstands. They also 
pointed out the incorrect application of the internal regulations (‘Too 
harsh penalties for the slightest offenses"). 


At the Pervomaisky plant, at a number of mines of the Makeyevka ore 
administration (Stalin district) and at the plant named after Marty in 
Nikolaev, workers in most cases indicated that the administration did 
not comply with the points of the collective agreement on workwear, 
labor protection and safety measures. 


At Tezin Facility No. 1 in the Shuisky District, the clause of the 
collective agreement on the device of vacuum cleaners has not been 
fulfilled. 


The administration of the Shuiskaya spinning mill No. 2 did not fulfill 
most of the labor protection measures, despite an agreement with the 
factory (Ivanovo industrial region). 


At the f-ke them. Kutuzov on labor protection, 10,000 rubles were not 
spent. Reservations for teenagers are not fully filled (49 people in armor 
or 2.75% of adult workers instead of 3.5% relying on a collective 
agreement). Workshops are insufficiently supplied with soap and 
towels (Yaroslavl District). 
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At a number of other enterprises in the Yaroslavl District (State Brake 
Plant, Automobile Plant named after Dzerzhinsky, the firm "Stubborn 
Labor", etc.), collective agreements are not fulfilled by the 
administration on all counts. 


Wrong payment for work, untimely elaboration of norms and prices, 
inconsistency of the administration with the Federal Labor Code in the 
admission of new labor are noted. 


As a result of non-fulfillment of a number of clauses of contracts on the 
part of workers, it is necessary to note an increase in quantitative 
indicators at a significant number of enterprises due to a deterioration 
in product quality. In some enterprises, there is also an increase in 
marriage, an increase in the number of absenteeism and a decrease in 
labor discipline. 


Ivanovo industrial region at the conference of workers of textile 
enterprises of the Ivanovo region. the speakers pointed out: “The 
competition is spontaneous, without the leadership of the 
Union. Administrative and technical personnel are poorly and little 
involved in socialist competition. There are machine downtime due to 
the negligence of the craftsmen; bad cotton, bad details affect social 


1 


competition. ' 


Moscow district. Checking the contract at the f-ke them. March 8 
revealed a sharp decline in labor productivity in the warping shop 
(from 131% to 90%) and in the winding shop (from 127% to 85%), 
mainly due to the poor quality of raw silk. At Kuntsevo factory number 
14, out of 1,744 workers, 67 people take part in the competition (at the 
factory there are 350 workers - members of the All-Union Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union and Komsomo)). At the f-ke them. Sklyansky 
out of 1260 workers, 72 take part in the competition; Rudzutaka of 2026 
workers was drawn into the competition 58 people. 


Moscow. At some enterprises, specially created commissions for the 
conduct of socialist competition disintegrated ("Red Bogatyr", a number 
of workshops). At the AMO plant in the press and forging departments, 
the underdevelopment of the monthly program is 30-50%. At the 
tobacco factory “Dukat”, out of 13 obligations taken by the factory 
under the agreement on socialist competition, 5 obligations were not 
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fulfilled. The scrap of shells increased to 3.2%. At the Kotloapparat 
plant, the number of absenteeism for unreasonable reasons has 
increased. At the Krasny Bogatyr plant, the number of products 
increased mainly due to quality. With the increase in production, there 
is a great deal of damage to materials and tools. 


North Caucasus. At the Instrumental Mechanical Baltic Plant, out of 
the seven shock groups in socialist competition that existed in the 
turning shop, only two remained. At a number of mines in the 
Shakhtinsko-Donetsk District*44 there is a decrease in labor 
productivity. The mining administration, wishing to hide these 
shortcomings, ascribes daily a certain amount of mined coal (mines 
"Artem", "October revolution", "Proletarian dictatorship", etc.). At the 
Stavropol plant "Krasny Metallist" the quality of products after the 
conclusion of an agreement on socialist competition deteriorated. 


Leningrad. On "Red Putilovets” in the model workshop, the strike 
group split up a month after its organization. At the factory 
"Sovetskaya Zvezda" a number of points on socialist competition were 
not fulfilled. There is a drop in labor discipline, absenteeism in some 
workshops reaches 14%. Decisions of production meetings are not 
being implemented. Absenteeism and downtime at the State Optical 
Plant increased. The salary exceeded the estimate by 10%, the decrease 
in the cost price and labor productivity - lower than the one expected 
according to the plan. At the f-ke them. Sverdlov, the marriage has 
doubled (from 0.25% to 0.48%). 


Textile industry. The reduction of workers carried out in the reporting 
month due to the transition to compacted work and interruptions in the 
supply of raw materials to textile factories caused discontent among 
certain groups of workers, especially among those with 
agriculture. The mood of the workers is characterized by a partial 
weakening of interest in socialist competition, an increase in labor 
productivity, in a campaign to check the fulfillment of collective 
agreements and other economic and political campaigns. 


Interruptions with raw materials 4° were at a number of factories in the 
Ivanovo industrial region, Leningrad, Moscow and the Okrug, 
Orekhovo-Zuevsky Okrug.At some enterprises, raw materials 
remained for a day or two, and in some cases for several hours (a 
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number of factories in the Ivanovo region, Trekhgornaya m-ra, 
Krasnokholmskaya factory in Moscow, factories "Vereteno", "Equality", 
named after Dzerzhinsky in Leningrad) ... 


At the beginning of November, the situation with cotton at most textile 
enterprises in Leningrad, Moscow and the suburbs, Ivanovo- 
Voznesensk significantly improved. Cotton stocks have been created 
for 8-10 days. The reduction of workers was carried out in a number of 
textile factories. In the Orekhovo-Zuevsky district, in connection with 
the transition to compacted work, 4,000 workers are being laid off, in 
the Ivanovo industrial region. - 5000. The reduction is also carried out 
in the textile industry of the Moscow District (2,700 workers), the 
Serpukhov District and in some Leningrad factories. 


At the Shuiski factories in the Ivanovo industrial region. 346 cut 600 
workers. The contraction has already begun. There are serious 
shortcomings in the downsizing process: the dismissal of unsecured, 
family workers and the abandonment of those associated with the 
countryside and having a strong farm in the village. 


The anti-Soviet element in its agitation calls on the workers to protest 
against layoffs 7 (agitation for strikes, attempts to disrupt meetings, 
threats against those who have switched to the "compaction"), noting 
in their agitation: “We put on a collar ourselves, but we say that we are 
doing it communists. Not 6 machines are being installed, but half of the 
factory will be sent to beg. With these 6 machines they are approaching 
the strike. Those who switch to 6 machines will wait until they go home 
from the shift, it will be dark, they will find them, they will give him 6 
machines with stones. Not a single communist will work on 6 
machines. On 4 machines, 25% of the scrap was produced, and on 6 
machines it will probably be 50% "(a number of textile factories in the 
Orekhovo-Zuevsky district). 


B [oliyaya] Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya m-ra. Reduced, in connection 
with the transition to a compacted job, the worker said: “The time will 
come, we will overthrow the Soviet regime. Then we will beat all the 
communists. They would be ashamed to fire us from production, 
because we restored the factory for rotten potatoes, and now they do 
not need us. " 
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Novo-Ivanovo-Voznesenskaya m-ra. At a production meeting, during 
a discussion of the transition to a compacted work, a group of workers 
who opposed the "compaction" left the meeting and took 20 workers 
with them. 


“The bourgeoisie forced us to work on one machine, and it seemed hard 
for us, but now we are working on 4 machines and are silent, but now 
they will be transferred to 6 machines, we will be gone completely” 
(Krasny Tekstilshchik, Serpukhov Factory) 


B [oliyaya] Dmitrovskaya m-ra (Ivanovo industrial region). One of the 
workers, dissatisfied with the transition to a denser job, threatened the 
secretary of the VKPU cell to "crack down". 


Note: 

* The document was given. 
Strikes and conflicts 
Strikes in textile factories 


In October, there were only 4 strikes in the textile industry (in 
September 3 strikes with 149 participants), insignificant both in terms 
of the number of workers involved and in terms of duration. At the f- 
ke them. Nogin in the Ivanovo industrial region. 28 workers of the 
weaving department were out of work for an hour, dissatisfied with the 
transition to compacted work (two days later the strike was resumed, 
resulting in a 40-minute downtime of 120 looms). At the chintz factory 
of the Sosnevskaya m-ry in the Ivanovo region. On October 12, 30 
workers from the shearing department went on strike for two 
hours. The reason for the strike is that workers did not receive an 
answer to their application on August 24 to revise the norms and 
increase prices. There were also strikes at factory No. 8 of Mostrikotazh 
(25 people did not work for 20 minutes. 


Seasonal worker strikes 


October is characterized by a continuing sharp decline in the number 
of strikes and conflicts among seasonal workers due to the curtailment 
of construction work.In October, a total of 25 strikes with 1810 
participants were registered against 97 strikes with 5862 participants in 
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August and 54 strikes with 4148 participants in September. The first 
place in terms of the number of strikes is held by Moscow and the okrug 
(6) and Ukraine (5). In most cases, strikes arose out of dissatisfaction 
with prices and late payment of wages. The strikes involved small 
groups of workers (from 15 to 40 people and only in some cases up to 
100). Of particular note are the strikes in connection with the transition 
to a continuous working week. At the construction of the 
Mosgubzhilstroysoyuz (89 people) and at the construction of the 
Kharkov Transport Institute (110 people). 


Attention is drawn to the strike of 400 workers of the M. Viskovsky state 
farm (M. Viskovsky sugar plant in the Zinovievsky district) due to the 
fact that the salary (40 kopecks per day) was significantly lower than 
the one offered when hiring (5 kopecks per pound of dug beets). The 
workers stopped working on October 12, demanding payment of 1 
ruble. 50 kopecks per day or 60 rubles. per hectare. 100 people left the 
state farm, the remaining 300 began work on October 14. 


The mood of workers in connection with shortcomings in the 
organization of logging operations in the Northern Territory 348 


The preparatory work for the implementation of the logging plan, 
increased by 80%, both by economic organizations and by the bodies of 
the CNT, has been extremely weak. The economic organizations did not 
timely take into account the need for labor force. The regional middle 
bureau did not create the necessary cadre of recruiters, and the 
economic organizations themselves had to start recruiting the 
workforce already in the course of logging. 


In view of the extreme haste in creating a cadre of recruiters, among the 
latter there were many alien, kulak and anti-Soviet elements. These 
persons recruited people who were in all respects unsuitable for work 
in logging (sick, adolescents, etc.). In addition, on the part of the 
recruiters, the hired were given clearly impracticable promises of high 
wages, good housing conditions, etc. In this regard, economic 
organizations in a number of cases had to send workers unfit for work 
and unsatisfied with working conditions and rates back at their own 
expense. It should be noted that clearly unrealizable promises were also 
made by some labor exchanges (Saratov, Yaroslavl) in order to relieve 
the unemployed, which entailed a number of conflicts. 
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The discontent of the workers arriving for logging is caused by poor 
organization of food and insufficient and unprepared dwellings. In 
barracks and barracks there are often no stoves, no bedding, and the 
barracks are overstuffed, which contributes to the spread of infectious 
diseases. Medical care is inadequate. 


Timber yard No. 2. In October, there were no stoves in the new 
houses. Due to the lack of space, some of the workers live in the baths 
under construction. The rebuilt barracks are badly done, the roof is 
leaking. At the end of September, 30 typhoid cases were registered in 5 
days. Medical care is weak. The outpatient clinic is visited by 200 
people daily (out of 2000 workers). 


Sawmill No. 23 has no beds or bedding in the barracks. Due to the lack 
of threads, mattresses were not sewn from the linen received from 
Severoles. 


The situation is similar at other sawmills. 


There are not enough canteens, for lunch you have to queue often for 2- 
3 hours. There are not enough lunches for everyone, their quality is 
poor. 


Foodstuffs are delivered intermittently, meat, fish, vegetables and other 
consumer products are often not available in co-melters (the Exportles 
stock exchange, construction of plant "A", sawmill No. 6 and Torgport, 
sawmill No. 1, etc.). 


In places where seasonal workers are concentrated, there is almost no 
cultural work. Newspapers and magazines are missing. Drunkenness 
and hooliganism and gambling are developed among seasonal 
workers. Labor discipline is weak. 


The unsatisfactory servicing of the housing and household needs of the 
workers is used by the anti-Soviet element (kulaks, traders), which 
constitutes a significant part of the senior artels. These elements spread 
rumors, carry on anti-Soviet agitation and incite the workers to a 
number of obviously self-righteous demands for a significant increase 
in prices, for the payment of 50% of wages in food, etc. (Shenkurskiy 
forest district). 


Peasantry 
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Agricultural tax 


The rate of receipt of UAT payments in most regions of the Union is 
generally satisfactory. In the RSFSR, the BSSR and the Ukrainian SSR, 
as of November 1, payments have already exceeded the checksum of 
payments of the second term (December 1) - in the RSFSR by 21%, in 
the Ukrainian SSR by 11.9%, in the BSSR by 6.9% (data of the 
NKF). While noting a satisfactory overall rate of receipt of payments, it 
is necessary to point out that the main payers are the poor and middle 
peasants. In the Central Black Earth Region, the Moscow Industrial 
Region, Siberia, the IPO, the kulaks and the wealthy in every possible 
way delay payments, and if they make the payment of the tax, then in 
most cases in amounts not exceeding the urgent task, and at the same 
time they try to pay the bonds of the cross-loan. 


Payments for salary insurance * are received unsatisfactorily and 
arrears of %0 of the past years are being repaid (Central Black 
Earth Region, Siberia). 


In the Central Black Earth District and the IPO, cases of categorical 
refusal of kulaks to pay the agricultural tax were registered. In this 
regard, it is necessary to note the insufficient pressure of the grass-roots 
soviet on the kulaks who did not pay taxes and arrears of the past years 
(Central Black Earth Region, Siberia, MPO, Ryazan District and NVK). 


Many village councils, littered with alien elements, have not applied 
repressive measures against kulaks and well-to-do tax evaders of the 
first term until very recently. 


In with. Pokrovka of the Shatsk District of the Ryazan District, out of 
the 6 kulak farms taxed individually, paid only one tax. Until now, the 
village council has not taken any measures to compel the rest to pay. 


On the other hand, the facts of the distortion of the class line were noted 
when repressions were applied to non-payers. In some cases, these 
distortions bordered on obvious arbitrariness. For example, in the 
Usman. district (TsCHO), an authorized representative of the 
Novousmanskiy RIK, a member of the All-Union Communist Party, in 
order to increase the rate of receipt of agricultural tax, organized a 
round-up of peasants returning from the bazaar, and took money from 
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three detained peasants, giving them receipts for the payment of 
agricultural tax. 


Self-taxation 


The available materials on the course of the self-taxation campaign for 
the BSSR and the IPO point out a number of shortcomings. As a result 
of insufficient attention paid by the grassroots Soviet and party 
apparatus to collecting funds for self-taxation, the latter comes almost 
exclusively by gravity due to voluntary contributions from the poor 
and middle peasants. Fists and well-to-do people shy away from 
payments in every possible way. The same materials testify to the 
technical unpreparedness of the village councils to raise funds for self- 
taxation. In a number of village councils, there is no accurate 
accounting of self-tax receipts, lists of payers, etc. 


There are frequent cases when the means of self-taxation were spent for 
other purposes, which aroused the discontent of the poor and middle 
peasants, as a result of which they were very reluctant to agree to make 
new self-taxation. The funds collected earlier for self-taxation are in 
places without movement, which causes criticism from the peasants: 
"The funds were siphoned out of us, from whom they took the last 
kopeck, and now the money is useless" (Vitebsk District, BSSR), etc. 


Counteraction of the kulaks and the well-to-do against self-taxation 
and collection of agricultural tax 


The kulaks and the well-to-do are strongly opposed to self-taxation and 
the agricultural tax campaign. Refusing to personally pay self-taxation 
and agricultural tax, the kulaks are trying in every possible way to 
reverse the positive attitude of the poor and middle peasants to 
tax. Skillfully using mistakes made in some places when calculating 
taxes on individual middle peasant farms, the kulaks are trying to turn 
the peasantry against tax and self-taxation in general, intimidating the 
middle peasants with the idea that the Soviet government will 
gradually apply individual taxation to everyone: “First it will impose 
and ruin the kulaks, and then it will reach the middle peasants "(Siberia, 
Nizhny Novgorod district, IPO, MPO, etc.). 


“When they stop robbing us, they'll get to the middle peasants, under 
the tsar the peasants themselves were the masters of their goods, and 
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under the Soviet regime the communists dispose of the predatory taxes 
and self-taxation and want to drive everyone into the commune” 
(Siberia). "The funds from self-taxation are not spent on the needs of the 
village, but in the pockets of the commissars for leather jackets" (BSSR). 


Taking advantage of certain moments of dissatisfaction on the part of 
the middle peasantry, the well-to-do kulak section is trying to act as a 
defender of the interests of the middle peasant. 


The tenant of the Shubinskaya mill of the Khalturinsky district (Nizhny 
Novgorod Territory) said among the peasants: “The Soviet government 
rob the middle peasants with all kinds of taxes, giving them nothing in 
return, paying all their attention only to the poor peasants. With such a 
policy, it is impossible to raise agriculture. " 


In their desire to thwart self-taxation, the kulaks and the well-to-do seek 
to paralyze the activity of the poor by means of economic pressure, 
intimidating those voting for self-taxation with an “economic 
blockade”. 


Resettlement and abbreviated moods of kulaks 


In Siberia, in a number of districts among the kulaks, sentiments for the 
curtailment of the economy and the desire to relocate to uninhabited 
places, where they can go out of sight of the financial authorities, are 
growing: “where no one will know us” (Barnaul district). 


Grain procurement 


The October grain procurement plan (increased by 12% in comparison 
with September) was fulfilled with an excess in the USSR by 
2.9%. Along with the regions that have fulfilled the grain procurement 
plan with a significant excess (the Ukrainian SSR - by 36.7%, the Urals - 
33%), a number of regions have not fulfilled their plans. 


According to the DCK, the plan was fulfilled in the amount of 5%, SKK 
- 60.5%, Central Black Earth Region - 89.7%, NWO - 79.2%, Siberia - 
92%. 


Especially significant excess of grain procurement plans in consuming 
regions: in the IPO, the monthly plan was exceeded by 269.8%, Western 
region. - by 225%, Nizhny Novgorod region - by 183%, MPO - by 42%. 
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To a certain extent, this is due to the underestimation of the grain 
resources of certain regions and districts. 


In the IPO for individual districts, for one month of procurement, even 
the annual target figures were exceeded. The percentage of completion 
of a monthly assignment reaches 400 percent or more (Rybinsky, 
Shuisky, Yaroslavsky, etc.). This is explained by the unreality of the 
plans given to the districts. 


The receipt of grain in October, as before, was mainly due to the export 
of it by the bulk of the peasantry (poor and middle peasants), collective 
and state farms and the fulfillment of contracts for contracting. 


However, as a result of anumber of measures taken by party and Soviet 
organizations and pressure on the malicious non-donors of bread, the 
kulak and the well-to-do, who had previously held it back or exported 
it in small batches, began to export grain in all regions (Central Black 
Earth Region, Ukraine, etc.). 


For example, in a number of districts of the Central Black Earth District, 
where arrests were made of kulaks and speculators who opposed grain 
procurements and against malicious holders of surplus grain who did 
not fulfill firm assignments, enforcement measures (inventory of 
property and auctions) began to be applied more strictly, the 
percentage of fulfillment of the monthly plan in some villages increased 
from 30-40% to 80-90% in a few days (Ostrogozhsky district). 


The rate of receipt of grain from state and collective farms 


Fulfillment of the annual plan for the export of grain by state farms, and 
especially by collective farms in a number of regions (SKK, Ukrainian 
SSR, Siberia, Ural, SVO, IPO, TsChO) continues to lag behind the 
general grain procurement plan. 


So, in the NWO state farms, the annual target for the export of grain to 
the state was fulfilled by October 26 at the rate of 29.5%, by the 
collective farms at the rate of 58.5%, while the regional plan for October 
25 was fulfilled by 69.8%. As for the IPO, collective farms have fulfilled 
the annual plan of 64% as of November 1 and 79% by contract, while 
the overall fulfillment of the annual plan for the same number of 131%. 
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A number of collective farms, littered with alien elements, delay the 
delivery of grain to the state, partially selling the surplus on the private 
market. Bringing the leaders of such collective farms to justice in a 
number of districts of the JCC and other regions has not yet created the 
proper turning point. 


In spite of the fact that the state farms in the SKK in total fulfilled the 
plan by more than 100%, in some cases the facts of the holding of 
significant surpluses of grain by the state farms continue to be recorded. 


Kuban District. State farm No. 4 did not deliver 17,000 poods, State 
farm No. 16 - 87,000 poods. 


Armavir district. The state farm in the Otradensky district fulfilled the 
monthly plan for October for grain crops by less than 29%, and for 
wheat by 7% (information as of October 19). 


In the Urals, most of the collective farms in the Irbit, Tyumen and other 
districts were the initiators of the organization of red carts and the 
implementation of the grain procurement plan. 


Kinks, distortions and administrative arbitrariness in the practice of 
grain procurement 


In the practice of grain procurement, in almost all regions (to one degree 
or another), there is still insufficient pressure on the kulak, the holder 
of grain surpluses. At the same time, cases of over-taxation of the 
middle and poor peasants, the use of repressions against them, up to 
arrests, are recorded. 


Insufficient pressure on the kulak was revealed in a number of 
regions. In some places, the policy of repression of the kulaks is clearly 
weakening. 


Instead of repressing the kulaks and the wealthy, maliciously holding 
back surplus bread, the Central ChO of the grain procurement 
commissions practiced methods of persuading malicious holders of 
bread and even spoke out in favor of the need to revise and reduce 
control tasks for kulaks, arguing that “there is no need to ruin fellow 
villagers with fines and inventories” (Lgov District) ... 
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Along with this, cases of imposing high standards on middle peasants 
and poor peasants were registered in the Central Black Earth Region. 


In the JCC and other districts in the work of the courts, there is a 
slowness in the analysis of the cases of the kulaks (brought in for 
disrupting grain procurements) and the leniency of sentences. 


Tersk district. The People's Judge of the Mozdok District acquitted the 
four kulaks who were hiding the surplus of grain. 


Kuban District. In with. Staro-Titarovskiy by a resolution of the 
general meeting, it was decided to evict three kulaks from the village 
for breaking blanks; the case was sent to court. The people's judge of 
the 4th district returned the case to the village council, instructing the 
village council not to engage in red tape. This decision aroused the 
gloating joy of the kulaks and the discontent of the poor and middle 
peasants. 


In consuming regions (LVO, Nizhny Novgorod Territory, BSSR, IPO, 
MPO, West), cases of the distribution of the grain procurement plan by 
consumers and an obvious under-supply of the kulak continue to be 
recorded. 


The excesses and perversions of the class line, affecting the poor and 
middle peasants, are registered in a number of regions. However, these 
excesses do not occupy a significant place in the present grain 
procurement campaign. 


The political mood of the peasantry in connection with grain 
procurements 


Poor and middle peasants 


The attitude of the poor and middle peasants to grain procurements is 
still mostly positive. “The task is within our reach, we will fulfill it, we 
have more whine, but we have bread” (SVO). 


In areas where mass explanatory work has intensified, the activity of 
the poor has increased significantly. According to the CCM, after the 
intensification of the work among the poor, the latter speaks openly at 
meetings, supplementing the lists of kulaks-besieged, participates in 
inventories of property, etc. In the Western region. the poor and middle 
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peasants in an organized manner handed over their grain surpluses and 
developed a competition for the delivery of grain between the villages. 


The use of repressions against the malicious holders of bread caused a 
positive response among the poor and part of the middle peasantry: "It 
would be high time to deal with the kulak, which itself is unlucky and 
encourages others to do the same" (Lgov district), and contributed to a 
significant increase in the activity of the poor and middle peasants in 
the struggle with the kulaks. 


“Now the kulaks will feel that the owner of the village is the poor and 
the middle peasant, and although not all the bread will be taken out” 
(Nizhny Novgorod Territory). 


In some areas of the NVK, SVO, Siberia, especially the SKK (Tersky, 
Donskoy, Stavropol districts), due to interruptions and irregularities in 
the supply of bread to the poor (in most cases due to indiscriminate 
employees of the Soviet apparatus), discontent of the poor and even 
isolated refusals from work is recorded on grain procurements. “Work 
on grain procurements, and you yourself will be left without bread” 
(SKK). The indiscriminateness of the Soviet apparatus and cooperation 
(for example, a sharp reduction in the baking of bread) in some cases 
caused minor excesses - groups of the poor visited village councils and 
regional executive commissions demanding an immediate supply of 
bread (Zavetinsky district of the Salsky district). 


In some villages of the NVK, the poor, in need of purchased grain, 
demanded either to stop grain procurement, or to distribute the 
harvested grain among the needy poor. 


The discontent of the middle peasants and partly of the poor, as in the 
previous month, causes a shortage of manufactured goods and an 
abnormality in their distribution. 


“Give me some bread, but no leather goods. It is necessary to provide 
the peasants with manufactured goods, and then they will demand 
grain” (NVK). 


Some middle peasants in the North Caucasus in the villages where 
excesses and perversions of grain procurement methods were allowed, 
fearing inventories and seizure of property, sell draft animals, grind 
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grain into flour in the hope that they will not take flour (Kuban, 
Armavir, Stavropol districts). 


Resistance of the kulaks to the grain procurement campaign 


The resistance of the kulak-prosperous part of the peasantry to grain 
procurements and their anti-Soviet activity in the reporting month 
increased significantly. Malicious sabotage has intensified, cases of 
deliberate damage to agricultural implements, self-arson, deliberate 
contamination of grain, etc. have become more frequent. (Ukrainian 
SSR, Siberia, Ural). 


In the Ukrainian SSR, the CCK, the facts of the refusal of the kulaks 
from the land and the liquidation of farms were registered. 


In the Kuban, on the Don, in the Shakhty and Donetsk districts, the 
kulaks are trying to hide from pressure on the collective farms, joining 
organized or organizing new (fictitious) collective farms. A similar one 
was registered in Ukraine. 


Since the moment of intensification of repressions and pressure on the 
malicious non-donors of grain, there has been a flight from the villages 
of kulaks and anti-Soviet elements. 


The political struggle of the kulak-prosperous element in the 
countryside is proceeding along the line of strengthening and 
deepening anti-Soviet, grain procurement agitation. In the NVK, in the 
Urals, in the Ukraine, in the DCK, there is an increase in kulak rebel 
agitation. The kulaks associate their rebel sentiments with the 
possibility of a war with China and express their hope for the defeat of 
the USSR. 


"Hurry, the war, and China would show them grain procurement, then 
we will cut everyone, no one will leave our attention" (SVO). 


“We don’t give up bread to the communists, but we must prepare to 
help the bandits” (Tobolsk District). 


“The communist robbers sat on the peasant's neck and finally want to 
ruin him. There will be war soon. The Soviet government and the 
communists will be destroyed, the old government will be restored and 


we will live well. " 
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Attention is drawn to the cases of the kulaks' appeal to the Red Army 
men and military units: kulaks with.The Gruzdovka of the 
Zinovievsky district and the district sent a delegation to one of the 
regiments of the Sivash division **!, asking them for protection (the 
delegation was not allowed into the barracks). 


Anti-Soviet manifestations in the countryside 


The successful fulfillment of the October grain procurement plan, 
associated with increased pressure and the use of repression against the 
kulaks, the malicious non-donors of grain, was accompanied by a 
further increase in active opposition of the kulaks (terror, mass 
demonstrations). 


The growth of terror must be directly linked to the increased activity of 
the workers of the Soviet apparatus and the poor. By intensifying 
terror, the kulaks not only settle scores with their class opponents, but 
also try to paralyze the activity of the poor in general, to intimidate 
broad masses of Soviet activists (a series of murders, arson). 


According to incomplete data, 63 mass demonstrations in October 
across the Union (without the eastern national regions) were registered 
against 56 (final data) in September. Of these, in the Central Black Earth 
Region - 21, Siberia - 16, NVK - 8, SVK - 7, SKK - 6, Ukrainian SSR - 2, 
BSSR, Western and Ural regions - one each. 


Of the total number of mass demonstrations, about 70% (44 cases) 
occurred on the basis of grain procurements. In comparison with the 
September figures, we have the following: 


| On what ground 
Eepiember fen SSSA —i 





Comparison of the number of mass demonstrations during the forcing 


grain procurements in 1928-1929. (April, May, June) with the current 
period of forcing procurements (September, October) indicates that 
with large procurements in September and October, the number of 
mass demonstrations is much lower. 
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Some of the protests that took place in October were notable for their 





considerable mass and had a_ pronounced anti-Soviet 
character. Particularly noteworthy are the mass demonstrations in the 
Central Black Earth District, in which the leading role in almost all cases 
was played by kulaks, clergy and anti-Soviet activists, who provoked 
the crowd to resist the representatives of the authorities, beat and kill 
them. When an insignificant fact itself served as a direct reason for the 
gathering of the crowd, in all these cases the kulaks tried to give such a 
[gathering] rish, which at first did not have a pronounced anti-Soviet 
character, by means of agitation and provocation, to give the form of a 
counter-revolutionary action. 


The demonstration in five villages of the Ivnyansky District of the 
Belgorod District, which began in late October, was accompanied by 
beating of grain procurement workers. 


October 30 in the village. A crowd of up to 600 people (mostly women) 
gathered in front of the village council building, beat up the grain 
procurement officer and dispersed the assistance commission. At night, 
the village was patrolled by groups of peasants, who agreed to detain 
all those entering and leaving the village. 


The next day, the crowd (of the same size) went to the village. Round, 
where she beat the grain procurement officer until she lost 
consciousness. Returning to the village. New, the crowd demanded 
that the village council immediately stop grain procurement, dissolve 
the commission of assistance, do not export the grain in the warehouse, 
stop distributing loans, not close the church and not arrest the 
priest. After the explanations of the chairman of the regional executive 
committee, who was in the village, the crowd dispersed, in the evening 
at a poor man's and then a general meeting the actions of the crowd 
were condemned, and it was decided to hand over the initiators. 


On the same night (November 1), a group of peasants on horseback 
who had gathered at the alarm bell in the neighboring village of 
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Fadchevka overtook and beat three members of the commission for 
promoting grain procurement. November 2 from Fadchevka to the 
village. A crowd of 200 people came to Iven, organized a rally and, with 
some noise, came back. 


November 1 in another nearby village. A sandy crowd of peasants 
chased three grain procurement officials.On November 4, two 
agitation groups of 4 people were sent to this village. When one of them 
tried to conduct an explanatory work, a crowd of up to 400 people 
intended to beat them, forcing them to flee. After the fleeing, two shots 
were fired, the same crowd beat the chairman of the village council and 
knocked out the windows in his father's house, and seriously wounded 
the grain procurement officer, burned the barn at the poor man- 
receptionist of the collection point and intended to destroy the 
collection point itself. 


On the same day in the village. A new crowd of up to 100 people came 
from the village. Berezovka. 


In with. Sandy at 5 o'clock. On the morning of November 4, a crowd of 
600 people with pitchforks, axes and stakes resisted the operative 
detachment that had arrived in the village. 


100 initiators and active participants of the speech were arrested. 
Groupings 


In recent months, cases of the creation of counterrevolutionary groups 
with the predominant participation of the kulaks, which set themselves 
the task of an armed struggle against the Soviet regime, have become 
more frequent (see Appendix [No. 2]). 


National eastern republics and autonomous regions 
middle Asia 

UZBEKISTAN 

Anti-cotton sentiments 


Serious anti-cotton sentiments and cotton farmers 'drive to sow wheat 
are exacerbated by farmers’ fears of grain supply interruptions and 
insufficient clarification of village target figures. Campaigning against 
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cotton sowing by baiystvo and Muslims contributes to the further 
growth of anti-cotton sentiments. As a result of these sentiments, the 
preparation of lands for sowing wheat is noted in those regions where 
the expansion of cotton sowing is planned. In a number of cases, the 
destruction of standing cotton was registered (Fergana, Tashkent, 
Bukhara districts) (see Appendix [No. 3]). 


Autumn sowing campaign 


As a result of inconsistency in work between individual organizations, 
the elaboration of control figures in individual districts and districts 
and the drawing up of sowing plans (Tashkent, Surkhan-Darinsky 
districts) are significantly delayed. The work on the discussion of 
control figures at the gatherings is proceeding extremely poorly. In the 
field, explanatory work is poorly organized. The explanation to the 
farmers of the need to expand the cotton wedge (Tashkent, Andijan, 
Zeravshan districts) is especially lame. In this regard, the passiveness 
of farmers is noted when discussing control figures. At the same time, 
the demand for sufficient supply of wheat and manufactured goods to 
cotton growers is observed as a mass phenomenon. 


Grain procurement 


The annual plan for Uzbekistan was fulfilled by 71.4%. In the Tashkent 
district, despite the generally sufficient rate of procurement, there are 
cases of non-delivery by collective farms of contracted grain. The lack 
of packaging and storage facilities continues to be noted, as well as 
competition between individual procurement organizations. In almost 
all districts, facts of administrative arbitrariness are recorded in relation 
to the poor and middle peasants. In the Tashkent district, the forcedly 
taxed poor sell draft animals to purchase the wheat they require. The 
agitation of the Baystva against grain procurements is becoming more 
and more widespread and is accompanied by the concealment of grain 
surpluses. On the whole, the positive attitude of the poor and middle 
peasants towards grain procurements and active support in putting 
pressure on the kulaks is being violated by the distortions of the class 
line taking place. 


ESHN 
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The slow rate of receipt of agricultural tax in all districts is especially 
sharply reduced in a number of districts of the Zeravshan and Tashkent 
districts. The tax comes mainly from the middle and poor. No real 
measures have been taken to push the bait. Numerous facts of under- 
taxation and over-taxation of the poor continue to emerge, and in a 
number of cases the middle peasants are subjected to individual 


taxation. 
Basmachism and anti-Soviet manifestations 


By November 1, 4 gangs with 67 horsemen were registered in the 
Fergana, Andijan and Tashkent districts. The gangs are headed 
by *? Kipchaks and Kirghiz. The gangs do not receive any significant 
replenishment from the Uzbek population. At the same time, the facts 
of flight to gangs of kishlach party members and Komsomol members 
are registered. In the Andijan district, the participation of 5 party 
members and 9 Komsomol members in Basmachism was 
revealed. Along with this, the passivity of the Soviet party activists in 
the fight against Basmachism is observed. A number of facts confirm 
the greatest activity of the Muslim clergy in attempts to develop 
Basmachism in Uzbekistan. Influential representatives of the Muslim 
clergy pour their relatives and supporters into the gangs. 


The widespread agitation of the Bai-anti-Soviet elements and the wide 
spread of provocative rumors, in particular, in connection with the 
conflict on the Chinese Eastern Railway, continue to be noted. In the 
Bukhara and Surkhan-Darya districts, the anti-Soviet agitation of bays, 
Muslims and former emir officials is accompanied by threats directed 
at the poor and kishlak activists, as well as an appeal for assistance to 
the Basmachs. 


TAJIKISTAN 
Bay groups and Basmachism 


The activity of the Bai groupings noticeably revived in connection with 
the growth of Basmachism. Organized groups of bays, former 
emirchinski and kurbashs aim to train Basmak cadres in anticipation of 
the arrival of Ibrahim-bek and Fusail Maksum in Tajikistan. The groups 
are taking steps to create a material base for operating gangs. Arrests 
were made. 


476 


Bai-groupers, conducting agitation among dehkans, arrange special 
feasts at which they urge “all Muslims to go to Ibrahim-bek; prepare 
food for the troops of Islam”, etc. The most active activity of Bai groups 
is observed in Dushamba, Yangi-Bazar and Kulyab vilayets. 


Anti-cotton sentiment and sowing campaign 


Anti-cotton sentiments have become most widespread in the Khojent 
district (recently annexed to Tajikistan). Despite the resolutions 
adopted by the kishlak meetings and conferences on expanding the 
cotton wedge, in practice there is an intensified sowing of wheat, which 
threatens the cotton program. In the main cotton districts (Isfara and 
Kanibadam), the best lands for sowing cotton are sown or sown with 
wheat. In the Ura-Tyubinsk and Penjikent vilayets, the baystvo, 
conducting intensified anti-cotton campaigning, disrupts the sale of the 
cotton harvest. 


The preparatory work for the autumn sowing proceeds extremely 
poorly. In the Ura-Tyubinsk and Penjikent districts, where the seeding 
committees and land departments are inactive, there is a real danger of 
disrupting the campaign. The main shortcomings of the campaign are: 
a significant delay in the distribution of the seed loan to the population, 
in some places issued without dressing; delay in issuing loans; lack of 
agricultural assistance.On the collective farms of the Ura-Tyube 
vilayet, preparation for sowing is under threat of disruption: there is 
only one agronomist for 26 collective farms and one state farm, the 
collective farms are unearthed, and there are frictions between 
collective farm members. 


Grain procurement 


In Eastern Tajikistan, the October plan was fulfilled by 21.8%, the 
annual one by 43.3%.By the end of October, there was a further 
decrease in the rate of procurement, the main reason for which is the 
extremely weak pressure on the Bai elements and the demobilization 
mood of workers. The main shortcomings in the organization of blanks 
continue to be the lack of transport, packaging and storage facilities. A 
number of gross distortions of the class line have been registered. In the 
Kulyab and Ura-Tyube vilayets, mass searches took place exclusively 
among the poor and middle peasants, which did not affect the bays at 
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all. Beatings and arrests of poor people and Komsomol members were 
registered, allegedly for refusing to tell where they hide their bread. 


KYRGYZSTAN 
Basmachism and anti-Soviet manifestations 


In the territory of Kyrgyzstan, 5 gangs with 281 horsemen acted in 
October. The most infected with Basmachism are the mountainous 
regions of Kzyl-Dzharsky and Uzgen, cotton-growing regions are less 
affected. Basmachi inspirers are using distortions of the line in ongoing 
campaigns to foment anti-Soviet sentiment among the mainstream 
population. The strengthening of Basmachism caused a_ general 
increase in anti-Soviet agitation. The Baysko-Manap elements in their 
speeches call on the population to organize, to provide assistance to the 
Basmachs, etc. At the same time, threats are thrown at the rural asset, 
the communists and those endowed with the Zemreform. Along with 
the intensification of anti-Soviet agitation and Basmachism, over the 
past three months the number of terrorist attacks in the Kyrgyz aul has 
declined (July - 11 cases, August - 5, September - 2, October - none). 


Grain procurement 


A further sharp decrease in the rate of procurement was especially 
evident in Northern Kyrgyzstan. The October plan was fulfilled by 
56.9%. The main reason for the slowdown is the insufficient pressure 
on the kulaks. In the course of procurement, an acute shortage of 
containers and storage facilities continues to be noted. A number of 
facts of the distortion of the class line have been registered. In the 
Karabalta and Belovodsk volosts, with the assistance of the lower 
apparatus, the taxation of kulak farms was reduced to 50 percent or 
more. Along with this, in Bystrorechinskaya vol. middle peasant farms 
were re-taxed, in some places they were taxed in the order of 
allocation. In Talas parish. taxation was subjected not only to the 
middle peasants, but also to the poor. Similar facts have been noted in 
a number of regions of southern Kyrgyzstan. Due to the distortion of 
the class line, mass demonstrations took place in the villages of Shankol 
and Naukat with the participation of about 600 people. Baystvo, 
manapa and kulaks continue to actively agitate against grain 
procurements. The Russian kulaks are especially active. In Teplo- 
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Klyuchinskaya Vol.the kulaks categorically refused to receive a 
summons for the delivery of bread. In the Russian villages of Tokmak 
and Dmitrovka, leaflets against grain procurements were pasted up 
with their fists, calling for an uprising against the government. 


TURKMENISTAN 
Basmachism and anti-Soviet manifestations 


In October, two Basmshaiks operating in the Tashauz district were 
registered in Turkmenistan. The revival of Basmachism is largely due 
to the seasonal harvesting of fodder. The general mood of the 
population in the Tashauz district is not conducive to the growth of 
Basmachism. Some replenishment of the gangs comes at the expense of 
the youth evading the draft. 


Anti-Soviet agitation of beating and religious beliefs and the spread of 
provocative rumors are mainly centered around the events on the 
Chinese Eastern Railway and in Afghanistan. Anti-Soviet agitation is 
accompanied by threats to those endowed with the Zemreform. Weak 
explanatory work, in connection with the appeal of the Turkmen 
organized youth [in] the RKKA, is acquiring serious importance in 
connection with the development of Basmachism in the Tashauz 
district and the adjacent Kara-Kalpak region. Kazakhstan. During the 
conscription campaign, the facts of distortion and excesses were 
registered: the total enrollment of conscripts up to the unorganized part 
of the youth, forced enrollment in volunteers, etc. These shortcomings, 
accompanied by intensified agitation of anti-Soviet elements, 
intimidating young people with the prospect of war, cause panic 
among many recruits and escape to gangs. 


Collapse of collective farms and emigration to Afghanistan 


In the Kizil-Ayaksky district of the Kerkinsky district, as a result of an 
unsuccessful choice of it as an area of continuous land management, 
numerous shortcomings in collective farm construction were 
revealed. The masses were not mobilized for the organization of 
collective farms, there were systematic violations of the class line, as a 
result of which the collective farms turned out to be clogged with an 
alien element seeking to disintegrate them. A strong farm laborer's core 
was not organized on the collective farms. The extremely weak 
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organization of the work of the collective farms led to the fact that the 
middle peasants who entered them received 200 rubles this year. less 
income than the average individual. This situation of collective farmers 
led in October to massive exits from collective farms and emigration to 
Afghanistan. In total, 57 households emigrated, of which 17 are poor, 
35 are middle peasants, and 5 are well-to-do. 


Kazakhstan 
Political state 


A number of major demonstrations in September-October of this year, 
with a general revival of anti-Soviet activity in the aul, kishlak, Russian 
village and Cossack village, testify to the tense political situation in a 
number of districts of the region. This position is also confirmed by the 
steady increase in the number of terrorist attacks, which occurs mainly 
due to the active resistance of the Baysko-kulak elements to grain 
procurements. From January to October 1929, 213 terrorist attacks were 
registered throughout Kazakhstan, of which 151 were related to grain 
procurements (information is incomplete in October). A number of 
performances in the Kazakh aul are the result of the intensification of 
the national counter-revolution and the general revival of the Basmachi 
in the Central Asian republics and adjacent regions of Kazakhstan. 


As a result of the measures taken, the uprising in the Bostandyk region 
was eliminated, the region was cleared of the Basma insurgent 
elements, the leading role of which was mostly captured. 


In connection with the armed uprising in Kara-Kalpakia (see the 
September review), about 100 active participants and inspirers of the 
protest were arrested. 


In almost all the districts of the region in October there was a significant 
increase in the activity of the kulak-bai elements. In aul No. 12 of the 
Muyunkum district of the Syr Darya district, as a result of the Bai 
agitation, a mass protest against grain procurements took place: a 
crowd of 200 people smashed the detention facility and released the 
arrested kulaks. The participants disappeared into the sands. The 
greatest increase in terrorist attacks is observed in the Akmola district, 
where in January-September 1929 6 terrorist attacks were registered, 
and in one October, according to incomplete data, 19 cases - all on the 
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basis of grain procurements.In the same district, 5 mass 
demonstrations took place in October (see Appendix [No. 5]). The 
growth in the activity of the kulak-bai elements takes on significant 
proportions in the Petropavlovsk, Kustanai and Pavlodar districts (for 
the facts of anti-Soviet manifestations in the districts, see Appendices 
[No. 4, 5]). 


Grain procurement 
Workpiece travel 


The October grain procurement plan was fulfilled by 
88%. Semipalatinsky (125.3%), Syr-Daryinsky (92.5%), Alma-Ata 
(90.5%) and Petropavlovsky (33.5%) districts are in first place among 
the individual districts in fulfilling the October plan. The last one is 
Aktobe (21.9%), Akmola (36.4%) and  Kustanai (40.3%) 
districts. Garntsev collection on October 25 (total from the beginning of 
the campaign) received 18 440 tons or 17.8% of the annual plan. The 
October plan for garnets collection was fulfilled (as of October 25) by 
36.3%. 


The receipt of grain is mainly due to the export of it by the poor and 
middle peasants. The kulaks, bai and the well-to-do, before pressure is 
applied to them, refuse to export grain to the state, holding it back or 
selling it on the private market. 


Khvostism and the connection of workers of the Soviet party apparatus 
with the kulaks and bayism 


The firm assignments for grain procurements, due to the tight deadlines 
for their fulfillment, caused confusion, disbelief in the implementation 
of plans among some party members and Soviet workers, hence the 
desire to delay the deadlines for their implementation or to evade active 
work on grain procurements in general. Some * village and aul Soviets, 
being the conductors of kulak sentiments, oppose grain procurements, 
disrupting meetings on the basis of control figures, agitating against 
grain procurements and for not exporting grain. Some of the party 
members and Komsomol members directly declared their 
disagreement with the party line on the issue of grain procurement and 
even in some cases submitted applications to leave the party, refused to 
work on grain procurement (Akmola, Petropavlovsk districts). 


481 


There are quite numerous cases of the linking of party members with 
kulak-bai elements, providing them with various concessions, etc. 


Note: 
* This and the following sentences in the original source are underlined. 


Excesses and perversions of the class line in the practice of grain 
procurement 


In the practice of grain procurement in a number of districts, there were 
numerous cases of distortion of the class line. This primarily affected 
the understatement of the kulak and the bai or the obvious 
understatement of their tasks. This happened in some places as a result 
of the contamination of grain procurement agencies and commissions 
for promoting grain procurement by a socially alien element. There 
have been cases when the kulak-bai elements in the komsodes, taking 
off the whole burden of procurement, transferred it to low-power farms 
(see Appendix [No. 5]). 


Counteraction of kulak-bai elements to grain procurements 


As the campaign unfolds and the use of measures of pressure on the 
malicious non-delivery of grain, opposition to grain procurements and 
anti-Soviet activity of the kulaks and beys intensifies. Opposition to 
grain procurements goes along the line of sheltering grain and 
disrupting measures taken in connection with grain procurements. The 
discussion of grain procurement plans takes place with active attempts 
by the kulaks and beys to disrupt the discussion of these plans or to 
achieve their rejection, citing their unreality and the impossibility of 
fulfilling them. Noteworthy are the facts of liquidation by kulaks and 
bays of their farms and resettlement to neighboring districts and 
outside Kazakhstan in order to evade grain procurements (Ural, 
Akmola districts). In connection with the pressure on the kulak and the 
bai, terror intensified against the workers of the Soviet apparatus, 
activists of the poor, members of the komsodov, village and aul party 
members. 


National regions of the North Caucasus Territory 


On the seizure of weapons and the elimination of banditry in 
Chechnya and Ingushetia 
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The saturation of weapons in Chechnya and Ingushetia, the presence in 
these regions of active counter-revolutionary organizations working to 
prepare an uprising against the Soviet regime, and the incessant raids 
of Chechen-Ingush bands on the railway, Grozny oil fields 3°, Sunzha 
and the Tersk district caused the need for a mass operation in 1925 by 
the OGPU bodies in the JCC to disarm these regions with the 
simultaneous liquidation of counter-revolutionary organizations, 
gangs and their bases. As a result of the elimination of the largest gangs 
and the seizure of weapons from the population, a significant decline 
in banditry followed in both regions. The same operation actually for 
the first-time opened access to Soviet events in the auls of Chechnya 
and Ingushetia, since up to that moment the counter-revolutionary and 
bandit element under the leadership of the Sheikh-Mul authorities had 
significant influence on the main population and on the lower Soviet 
party organizations. By 1928, a revival of the activities of bandit 
elements began again. A further undoubted increase in banditry was 
expressed in the following figures: for 8 months of 1929 (January- 
August) in Chechnya there were 35 raids, 


In the period after the disarmament of 1925 to 1928, there was an influx 
of weapons into Chechnya and Ingushetia from the neighboring 
Transcaucasian republics and from Dagestan, which was disarmed a 
year after Chechnya and Ingushetia. 


Political situation on the eve of operations 


The new growth of banditry in both regions took place against the 
background of a general revival of the activity of the kulak-anti-Soviet 
elements, in particular the Muslim clergy.In the spring of 1929, 
throughout Chechnya, there were unusually frequent and crowded 
prayers, widespread religious agitation of the clergy, revitalization of 
the work of old madrasah schools and the opening of new ones, and an 
increase in the influx of students into religious schools. In the first half 
of May, groups of religious propagandists-walkers from Dagestan 
moved to the territory of Chechnya, spreading provocative rumors and 
leaflets of a religiously anti-Soviet trend. 


The campaigns carried out in the aul met with vigorous opposition 
from the kulak-mule element. The most active resistance was put up by 
the kulak-Mul elements of the campaign to seize surplus land and 
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vakuf plots. In all districts, there were cases of unauthorized seizure of 
lands taken from them by fists and numerous threats against the district 
authorities. Widely deploying a struggle against grain procurements, 
the kulak-mule elements in some places influenced the course of the 
campaign and the attitude of the main strata of the aul towards it. 


In some cases, the kulaks and the Muslim clergy succeeded in 
provoking mass protests against grain procurements using 
shortcomings in the work of the local apparatus. 


In with. Bachi-Yurt of the Gudermes district, the kulak-mulky 
elements, having previously spread rumors that the village council was 
carrying out grain procurements in spite of the region's decision to free 
it from procurement, convened a village gathering without the 
knowledge of the village council, at which it was decided to send a 
delegation to the regional center. Up to 300 people, partially armed 
with pitchforks and axes, attended the gathering convened by the 
kulaks and the mullah for the second time. The crowd, shouting: 
"Whoever comes to procure grain, will be killed," went to the grain 
procurement commissioner with a demand to stop procurement. The 
success of the kulak agitation was facilitated by the fact that some 
excesses were allowed during the procurement. 


From the very beginning, the autumn sowing campaign of the year met 
with a similar active opposition from the kulak-mule elements. 
However, by August and September throughout Chechnya and 
Ingushetia, rumors about the war, the fall of Soviet power, the invasion 
of the USSR by the British, Chinese, became especially widespread 
throughout Chechnya and Ingushetia. Afghans, etc. Rumors spread by 
kulak-anti-Soviet elements led to individual cases of mass dumping of 
bonds, to increased purchases of essential items, the desire to sell Soviet 
money, etc. 


The above moments acquire special acuteness in connection with the 
rebel counter-revolutionary organizations identified and liquidated in 
Chechnya, Ingushetia and Ossetia. 


In the summer of 1929, the OGPU bodies for the JCC in Chechnya 
liquidated the organization of the former Mozdok chieftain, Colonel 
Krotov, who had grouped around him the counter-revolutionary 
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elements of Sunzha and Chechnya. The organization set out to raise an 
armed uprising. 


A similar organization, liquidated in August 1929 in Ingushetia and 
Ossetia, was headed by former General Fidarov. This organization had 
its cells in 18 localities. 


All this dictated the need for a disarmament operation with the 
simultaneous removal of bandit-counterrevolutionary elements in 
Chechnya and Ingushetia. 


In total, the results of the operation in Chechnya, as of November 5 of 


this year., are reduced to the following figures: 


It should be noted the significant role of the mass work carried out by 





the task force among the population: 


Poor meetings 
Rural gatherings D9 | 
Plenums of village councils 


Meetings 


Women's gatherings 


Population bow 


Total 





The main points during the operation carried out in Itum-Kalinsky, 
Nozhai-Yurtovsky and Galanchozhsky districts, see Appendix [No. 6]. 


In Ingushetia, at the beginning of the operation, the kulaks led an 
intensified agitation against the surrender of weapons, as a result of 
which, in the first days, weapons were received in small quantities. The 
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massive work carried out by the task force among the population and 
the removal of the most malicious anti-Soviet elements who tried to 
disrupt the operation led to an increase in the surrender of weapons by 
the population. Along with holding village gatherings and other 
meetings, the task force organized pioneer detachments from the 
children of the poor, over which they took patronage, breaking corn for 
poor farms (three villages), a reading room (one village), a cinema (in 
the village). The positive attitude of the poor towards the operation is 
characterized by example p. Kentyshevo, where at numerous meetings 
of the poor and farm laborers, collective lists of weapons holders were 
compiled. 


In total, 2169 weapons were seized in Ingushetia (the operation has not 
yet been completed). The grand total for Chechnya and Ingushetia: 


Withdrawn weapons 12475 units 
(Criminal political gangs liquidated 1 

(Criminal gangs liquidated 1 
Decomposed by criminal gangs 1 

Bandits arrested B4 

igang leaders 2 








accomplices of gangs and counter-revolutionary elements/127 
AJARISTAN 


Increased activity of anti-Soviet elements 


Over the past three months, an increase in anti-Soviet sentiments 
among the population has again been outlined in a number of regions 
of Adjara. These sentiments were mainly caused by the presence of 
socially alien elements in the grassroots co-apparatus, despite the fact 
that the latter was twice re-elected in some places. Distortions and 
distortions of the class line, poor training and insufficient efficiency of 
grassroots Soviet workers also contribute to the growth of negative 
sentiments. The activity of the kulak-mulsko-anti-Soviet elements also 
intensified, aimed at disorganizing all Soviet work and disrupting all 
measures being taken in the countryside. A certain weakening [of 
norms] in the supply of the Ajarian population plays a significant 
role. With all this, one should take into account the general 
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complication of the political situation in Ajaristan after the Khuli events 
(March of this year). 


In recent years, the growth of anti-Soviet sentiments has been observed 
especially in Lower Adjara, where kulak-Moul elements have carried 
out intensified anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda, spreading rumors 
among the population about "a new government order on the closure 
of mosques, madrassas, removing the veil," etc. Anti-Soviet agitation is 
concentrated mainly around school construction and has the goal of 
disrupting classes in Soviet schools and completely ousting them from 
the Adjarian village. In their agitation, reactionary elements indicated 
that the Soviet school, where teaching is conducted in Georgian, has an 
intention to "destroy the Turkish language - the language of the Koran," 
that the communists set themselves the goal of eliminating madrassas 
in this way, eradicating religion, etc. Along with this, representatives of 
the Muslim faith agitated the peasants to send their children to 
madrassas instead of Soviet schools, 


The agitation of the kulak-Mula elements in some places exerted their 
influence. In many places, school construction has weakened and even 
halted in places. The population began to refuse to build schools or 
procure building materials for this purpose, as well as to prohibit 
children from attending Soviet schools. Throughout the Kobuleti, 
Batumi and Keda districts, the percentage of Soviet school attendance 
has dropped significantly. The girls stopped attending Soviet schools 
altogether. 


According to Kobuleti district school attendance fell to 50%. In Keda 
u. out of 22 schools only 8-10 are open. In Khulinsky u. school activities 
are unfolding tightly. 


At the same time, visits to mosques have increased significantly. In 
some villages, under the influence of the Muslim clergy, pioneer 
organizations fell apart. 


At the same time, in almost all the villages of the same districts, national 
hostility towards Georgian teachers intensified. There have been 
registered cases of Ajarian teachers speaking out with threats against 
Georgian teachers. Having created wide anti-Soviet sentiments among 
the population, the most malicious and active Islamist elements, 
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primarily mullahs, switched to methods of direct counter- 
revolutionary work. So, in mid-September and early October with. in 
the Kobuleti district leaflets appeared in many villages in which their 
authors threatened to kill everyone who sent their children to Soviet 
schools. The leaflets said: “May Soviet power perish, long live the 
Muslim faith, veil, madrasah. Whoever of the Muslims does not follow 
what has been said and sends the children to school, our punitive hand 
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will overtake and execute him. ' 


Along with this, there have been registered cases of terrorizing 
Georgian teachers and agricultural activists and threats against them. 


September 24 in the village. Tskhovrak the teacher (Georgian) was 
attacked and wounded by a firearm. The initiator of the attempt was 
the mullah with a group of accomplices of 7-10 people. 


October 13, the teacher of the Soviet school with. Therkali Batumi 
district two threatening anonymous letters were received. 


October 16 in the village. Cherkal of the same county, a Soviet school 
was burned to the ground. The teacher, fearing murder, fled and hid at 
the border military outpost. 


October 11 in Khulinsky district a group of people killed a Komsomol 
member, an active supporter of removing the veil. 


The growing activity of the kulak-Mulsko-anti-Soviet elements, the 
growing anti-Soviet sentiments among the population created a tense 
situation in the Adjarian village. This tension was aggravated by the 
fact that the grassroots party apparatus in most cases was completely 
unable to counter the anti-Soviet agitation with appropriate 
explanatory work. 


Deputy Chairman of the OGPU 

Messing 

Head of the Secret Operations Directorate of the OGPU 
Evdokimov 


Head of the Information Department of the OGPU 
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Alekseev 

Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 
Kucherov 

Appendix No. 1. Grain procurement 


Kinks, distortions of the class line and administrative arbitrariness in 
the practice of grain procurement 


Lgovskiy district (TsCHO). In the village. Fokino, Dmitrievsky 
district, the plan was adopted in the following way: after his report, the 
representative of the RIK asked: "Who is for the plan?" - not a single 
hand was raised. The Commissioner, seeing this, spoke out with the 
words: “Since you are against grain procurements, then you are against 
the Soviet regime. I am re-voting. Whoever is against the Soviet regime 
- raise your hands. " Nobody raised their hands. Then the commissioner 
said: "The plan was adopted unanimously," which was recorded in the 
protocol (information as of October 26, 1929). 


Zinovievsky district (Ukrainian SSR). In the Zlynsk region, the grain 
procurement commissioner Smadich, with the help of the police, 
summoning over 120 peasants, of whom more than half were low- 
powered middle peasants, told everyone: "How much grain did you 
take out?" And, having received the answer, he continued: “And who 
will take out the rest for you, the viper? On, you bastard, take bags and 
a mound of bread, as much as you require. " For the refusal of the 
peasants to accept the bags, he locked them with a key in the theater 
room so that they "think". 


Within 2% weeks, the grain procurement officers carried out 22 illegal 
arrests. Those arrested according to their social status are distributed: 
the poor - 11 people, the middle peasants - 8 people, the kulaks - 3 
people. Three poor peasants and two middle peasants were arrested 
only for the fact that during the grain procurement they arranged a 
wedding and thus, in the opinion of the grain procurement 
commission, distracted the peasants’ attention from grain procurement. 


In the Khmelevsky district, on the initiative of a representative of the 
Okrug Prosecutor's Office Belyaev, his assistant in grain procurement, 
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Kosko, carried out over 600 searches, including more than 100 low- 
powered middle peasants (information as of October 26, 1929). 


In with. Vershino-Kamenka, Novgorodkovsky District, the authorized 
OPK Antetsky held a number of meetings of local activists in order to 
more intensively fulfill the grain procurement plan. At one of the 
meetings, Antetsky said: "We need to destroy the kulak, he needs to 
knock on the roof so that the windows rattle." As a result of such 
instructions, the party and poor peasant activists formed the opinion 
that the kulak should be “simply smashed”. 


The secretary of the local party cell Zemryuk, guided by Antetsky's 
instructions, instructed the activists of the 6th sector in this spirit. 


On the night of October 27-28, Tsemryuk came to the kulak 
Yablunovsky, a malicious non-donor of grain surpluses, and fired a 
revolver. Yablunovsky disappeared. The members of the commission 
(in the past they were sued for hooliganism) and the activists of the 6th 
section, up to 50 people in total, rushed to smash the buildings of local 
kulaks with shouts of "hurray”. 


The crowd tore down shutters, tore down fences, tore down cellars and 
destroyed the property of a number of kulaks. 


Fists, fearing physical violence, threw their property and hid with their 
neighbors. 


On the initiative of the hooligans, the mother and daughter of one fist 
were caught, which the hooligans rolled in the mud, sat on horseback, 
and forced themselves to roll. 


10 kulaks were brought to justice - for provocation, a number of 
criminals and 5 people of the most active participants in the pogrom. 


Mariupol district. In with. Belmanka, Pervomaisky district, there were 
cases of mockery of members of the commission of assistance over non- 
donors of grain surpluses. In the room where the commission sat, when 
the kulak entered there, the command was given to him: "Get up, as 
expected, straighten your cap, come out and vice versa - come in." All 
this was done until the summoned peasant was exhausted. 
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Only then did the conversation begin. Others were asked to go to bed 
and get up immediately (information as of October 26, 1929). 


Samara District (SVO). In the Totsk region, Lemekhov, authorized for 
grain procurement, together with the chairman of the village council 
Roznichenko (both members of the CPSU), under the threat of cessation 
of any assistance to the peasants in the future, are forced to export at 
least half of all grain, regardless of the fact that this bread [is not] a 
surplus. So, the poor man Yezhelev was asked to hand over 5 poods, 
Oleinikov - 1 pood, Grebennikov - 1 pood. The latter said: "We hand 
over the last, we remain hungry." To this Lemekhov told them: "Never 
mind, in two months you will receive bread, but for now you have to 
take it." Meanwhile, in this village, out of 17 kulaks, only 5 received the 
control task, and in relation to the remaining 12 kulaks, having sown 
from 10 to 17 dessiatines. with the yield determined by accounting for 
objects of taxation of the unified agricultural tax from 517 to 706 rubles, 
no measures were taken (information as of October 26, 1929). 


October 15 in the village.In Zhokhovka, Buzuluk district, 
representatives of the extraordinary troika for grain procurement 
Ikonnikov, secretary of the district committee of the All-Union 
Communist Party Kaminsky and former secretary of the district 
committee of the Komsomol Pankratov intimidated the summoned 
peasants with their first banging on the table, stamping their feet, etc. 
Those who refused to hand over grain surpluses were immediately 
arrested. As a result, 500 poods were handed over. of bread. 


Kuban District (SKK). In stts. Arkhangelskaya, a large number of 
unjustified arrests were noted, carried out by decree of the presidium, 
the chairman of the village council, the bureau of the party cell and 
individual representatives. Among those arrested were three middle 
peasants, two poor peasants - members of the village council and a 
laborer - a member of the village council, the rest - well-to-do. The old 
lady was kept in the same room with the men. When the local 
policeman raised the issue of the illegality of the arrests, the presidium 
of the village council decided to remove him from his job. The 
investigation established 29 cases of inventories of poor and middle 
peasant farms for failure to fulfill control tasks (in one of hundreds) and 
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5 cases of arrest of poor people according to a personal note from the 
chairman of the village council (information as of October 22, 1929). 


In the hut. Moskalchuk village council described the economy of the 
middle peasant, a former red partisan, an active social activist and 
organizer of the agricultural cartel. This middle peasant delivered 114 
poods to the elevator even before receiving the notification. bread, 
leaving 76 poods for his family of 6 souls. grains. The next day the last 
grain was confiscated from him. 


A similar fact was registered in stc. Ust-Labinskaya, where the property 
of two poor people is described (information as of November 1, 1929). 


Salsky district. The assistant to the rural district attorney, having 
arrived in the Beloglinsky district to identify and establish the excesses 
and distortions admitted by the local authorities in the practice of grain 
procurement, first of all released all those arrested, including his 
brother (chairman of the Progress partnership), one kulak and others, 
despite to an explanation that his brother was arrested for opposing 
grain procurements, and his kulak for resisting the seizure of property. 


Having freed the arrested, the assistant prosecutor, having familiarized 
himself with his brother's case, began under threats to collect evidence 
to justify his brother. Then he knowingly falsely informed the local 
party cell that the Progress partnership had fully completed the 
contract. 


Tsimlyansk district. On the night of October 24, the secretary of the 
district committee of the All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks, 
together with the grain procurement officer, drove to the village by 
car. Protopopov, taking with him the low-powered middle peasant 
Medvedev. Before reaching the farm, the grain procurement officer, 
turning to Medvedev, said, pointing to the district committee secretary: 
"This is the OGPU authorized person,” then, dropping Medvedev out 
of the car, the district committee secretary sent a revolver at him, 
demanding surplus surrender. 


The next day it became known to the population of stts. N. 
Tsimlyanskaya and a number of farms, causing discontent among the 
middle peasants and the poor. 
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In the Guryevsky village council of the Dubovsky district, the people's 
court passed weak sentences against the kulaks, who were malicious 
non-donors of bread, sentencing them to three months of forced labor, 
and two kulaks were acquitted, despite the decision of the general civil 
assembly to bring them to strict responsibility. 


In the hut. Sibirka, the grain procurement officer, prohibited all citizens 
from leaving the farm, with the exception of leaving the field for 
sowing, until the task was completed. 


Kurgan District (Ural). In the village. Kuznetsova of the Menshikov 
village council of the Lebyazhevsky district On October 22, the 
commission for promoting grain procurement summoned the peasants 
to negotiate on the export of grain surpluses. Among the summoned 
was the middle peasant Nichushkina (he has 5 acres of crops, 100 poods 
of bread, with six eaters). Nichushkina has already taken out 2-3 
centners of bread. The commission asked her to fulfill the contract for 
the contract, that is, to take out 13 centners of grain. When she refused 
to comply with this proposal, members of the commission Zakharov 
and Biryukov pushed Nichushkina forcibly underground through the 
hole of the trap. Then the commission began to question the summoned 
middle peasant Bogdanov. At this time, Nichushkina screamed 
underground. The commission released Nichushkina. The latter, 
together with Bogdanov, went to the precinct meeting of 20 courtyards, 
where she told about what had happened to her and about that 
Biryukov entered the courtyards underground, poked her in the 
stomach, pushing his head on the counter, and poked her in the 
forehead with a stick, bloody her face. Nichushkina came to the 
meeting in a bloody state. Upon learning of this, the participants in the 
meeting ran to the premises where the commission was working. One 
of the participants in the meeting shouted at a member of the strike 
group of the Komsomol member Zakharov and taking him by the chest, 
began to shake him, shouting: "We will now throw you out of the 
window from the upper floor for such bullying.” After a while, the 
peasants began to disperse. 


An investigation is underway. 


Escape of fists from villages 
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Terskiy district (SKK). In with. Nikolskoye, as of October 10, more 
than 20 kulak farms left for Dagrespublika and other autonomous 
regions, which did not fulfill their assignments. Those who left took all 
their property with them. 


Similar facts were registered in most of the districts. 


Salsky district. In the West Horse-breeding district, the kulaks 
convened representatives from 30 communities, chose an authorized 
representative to travel to Moscow with an application for permission 
to travel to America or Turkey. 


Poltava District (Ukrainian SSR). In with.B. Chernischeno, 
Sakhnovischensky District, several kulaks refused to fulfill the grain 
procurement plan, did not pay the tax and left the village. 


Melitopol district. From s. Akimovka of the same region left for the 
Don several kulak families in order to avoid reprisals for not delivering 
grain surpluses. 


Kamyshinsky District (NVK). In with. Aleksandrovka, Nikolaevsky 
district, kulak Karpov, having received an offer to complete the test 
task, sold all his buildings, cattle and bread and left for the city. 


Kamensky District (Siberia). Almost in all districts of the okrug, there 
is a massive resettlement of kulaks and wealthy people to 
Tashkent. Most of them do not sell their property (up to 80 farms have 
left the Pankrushinsky region, Baevsky - 15, Krutikhinsky - 20, etc.). 


Rebel agitation of kulaks 


Kamyshinsky District (NVK). In the Danilovka settlement of the same 
district, a kulak, expressing dissatisfaction with grain procurements, 
said: "In the event of an uprising or attack from China, we will not leave 
a single communist alive." 


Izium District (Ukraine). In with. The Kuria of the Savinsky region, the 
well-to-do among the peasants, agitated: “Everyone is waiting for 
war. If the latter is not there, an uprising will begin, because it is 
impossible to live." "The bastards must be burned alive, but we'll show 
them someday." 
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Ulyanovsk District (SVO). Fists with. N. Malyklinsky agitate: “Soon 
there will be a war and the Soviet government will not stand it. We need 
to help China, not our opponents, who are ruining us with grain 
procurements. " 


Shadrinsky District (Ural). In the village. A kulak, a former merchant 
in Oshurkova, Dolmat District, said: “Communists will not rule for 
long, let them rule before it’s too late. Sooner or later there will be a 
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holiday on our side, and then we will take our own. ' 


Kimry District (MPO). In the village. At the meeting on grain 
procurements in Glinnikovo, a kulak spoke out and said: “We will not 
surrender a single pound. Wait, you are kidding, and soon the time will 
come, the Soviet power will fall, then beware, Soviet activists, we will 
hang everyone on telegraph poles, but we will not give bread now. You 
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will act violently, so whoever comes, we will cut it with an ax. ' 
Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 

Kucherov 

Appendix No. 2. Anti-Soviet manifestations in the countryside 
I. Mass protests 

CChO 


Usman district. In with. N. Bobyakovo, Usmansky District on October 
4, seven kulaks were arrested, who maliciously did not hand over their 
grain surplus. October 5 at 5 o'clock In the morning, a crowd of women 
in the amount of up to 200 people gathered at the premises of the village 
council, where the arrested were kept. Having stood at the village 
council until 11 o'clock. morning, the crowd dispersed. Among the 
women gathered, there was talk that "the arrested are being taken 
hostage, since the war will soon begin." 


On the same day, at 5 o'clock. In the evening, during the withdrawal of 
the arrested kulaks to the regional center, a crowd of up to 600 people 
gathered to the village council. The crowd accompanied the arrested 
about 4 km from the village. Shouts were heard from the crowd: “This 
is violence, why are you taking honest people. We must take out the 
grain as soon as possible, otherwise the same fate will befall us. " 
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In the same village, on October 13, the case of three kulaks, accused of 
malicious failure to surrender grain surpluses, was tried in a popular 
court. The trial was attended by up to 300 peasants. 


When, after the examination of the case, the court went to a conference, 
a noise arose among the peasants present, and dissatisfaction with the 
court, which was judging the allegedly innocent, was expressed. At the 
end of the meeting, the courts present within 15 minutes. we’re not 
allowed to read the sentence. However, the peasants were somewhat 
reassured. But at the time when the judge began to read out the verdict, 
5 drunken peasants entered the hall, who, having passed on to the stage 
where the court was located, made a noise and did not pay any 
attention to the remarks of the judge to return to the hall. 


After the reading of the verdict was over, the crowd in the hall, incited 
by the anti-Soviet element, rushed at the chairman of the court. The 
chairman of the court managed to get out into the street and 
immediately left for the regional center. After his departure, in spite of 
the fact that the accused were convicted, they were not taken into 
custody and, getting drunk, walked around the village and rowed. 


On October 14, militiamen arrived in the village to arrest the convicts 
and the initiators of the protest. After arriving, a crowd of peasants (up 
to 300 people) gathered and tried to prevent the arrest. The policemen 
made arrests. In total, 9 people were arrested - 3 convicted kulaks, 6 
initiators and leaders of the speech. 


Rossoshansk district. On the night of October 16 in the village. N. 
Belaya, Mikhailovsky district, the buildings of one of the wealthy 
peasants caught fire. Up to 3,000 peasants gathered for the fire, of which 
only a part, together with members of the VKP (b) and the Komsomol 
and collective farmers, took part in extinguishing the fire. 


During the extinguishing of the fire, the fire hoses deteriorated, it was 
used by the fists, who began to shout: "You take self-taxation from us, 
collect 4 dimes and fifty dollars, but there is nothing to put out, you 
are wasting our money." A group of drunken peasants stood out 
especially, from whose side shouts were heard at the village activists 
and local authorities: "You only procure grain and rip off the peasants, 
we will show you grain procurement and collective farms." Moreover, 
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one of the group of drunks, middle peasant and a member of the village 
council Bykhanov, grabbed a stick and began to beat the chairman of 
the local collective farm with it. The latter was forced to flee, but 
Bykhanov and two kulaks began to pursue him. They were followed by 
shouts from the crowd: "Beat the communists, collective farmers and 
teachers." 


Seeing the excited state of the crowd, members of the CPSU (b), 
collective farmers and a policeman fled. A group of drunken peasants 
tried to catch the secretary of the VKP (b) cell, intending to throw him 
into the fire. One poor activist was caught and beaten. 


A local priest who was present at the fire, in order to provoke the 
peasants to crack down on the village activists and the workers of the 
Soviet apparatus, campaigned among the gathered peasants all the 
time: “The activists are all drunk, but the communists and the chairman 
of the village council went to drink. There are no firefighting tools, and 
they only do what they collect the surplus bread, "and so on. 


CCM 


Kuban District. October 27 and 28 in stc. Irklievskaya Tikhoretsk 
District, during an additional inventory of the property of kulak farms, 
a crowd of women, prepared in advance and led by the wives of the 
kulaks and the wealthy, opposed the seizure of surplus grain. 


1. During the inventory of the property of the kulak-"disenfranchised", 
a former white officer, on October 27 in the courtyard of his house, up 
to 25 women gathered with sticks in their hands and suggested that the 
commission immediately suspend the production of an inventory of 
property. The kulaks' wives ran from house to house and gathered a 
crowd of about 200 people. Shouts were heard from the crowd: "We 
won't give bread anyway.” The arriving policeman did not manage to 
calm the crowd and he was forced to leave. The commission also left 
under the pressure of the crowd, after which the women dispersed, 
leaving their teenage observers on the street. 


2. The next day, the commission's attempt to make an inventory was 
also met with opposition from a crowd of 200 people, who demanded 
the opening of the meeting. Forced to agree to the opening of the 
meeting, the chairman of the village council proposed to register those 
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who came and remove the "disenfranchised", but the women refused to 
register. While trying to remove the “deprived” women, shouts were 
heard: “We will not allow to remove anyone, we are all the same”. 


The meeting lasted from early morning until 3:00. days and passed 
violently. The wives of the kulaks and the well-to-do, who were 
speaking, brandished their sticks, demanded that grain procurements 
be stopped, called for the beating of the chairman and the grain 
procurement officer. 


Having learned about the production of an inventory of property from 
another kulak, the crowd from the meeting went to the house of the 
latter and invited the commission to stop working. 


On the evening of the same day (October 28), local organizations called 
a meeting on the issue of self-taxation, but when about 300 women 
gathered, whose behavior was sharply defiant, it was decided not to 
open the meeting. Upon learning of this, the audience raised a shout 
and whistle, men jumped on desks, and women with sticks and pieces 
of iron in their hands rushed to the table, trying to beat the authorized 
village council, who was forced to flee. A group of women chasing him 
also tried to beat a member of the village council who met on the way. 


After the crowd was convinced that there would be no meeting, shouts 
were heard: "The Communists are now in session, let's go beat and 
smash the executive committee." A group of 60 people emerged from 
the crowd and went to the village council with the aim of reprisals 
against party members; the communists were warned about this and 
fled. Finding no one in the village council, the group returned to the 
crowd that was waiting in the market square, after which they all 
dispersed. 


At a public meeting of the poor peasants and farm laborers on October 
29 with the active of the middle peasants, which was held by the arrived 
workers of the district and district, the wives of the kulaks and the 
wealthy tried to threaten to prevent the poor peasants from advocating 
for grain procurement, and after the meeting, the next day, the same 
fists ran around the yards, calling on women do not lose heart and 
"keep organizing and resisting." 
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These mass demonstrations of women were prepared by an anti-Soviet 
group, which before that at one of its meetings, in connection with grain 
procurements, agreed: "We need to set the women up so that they come 
out and revolt." 


On the evening of October 27, two sons of kulaks, meeting an activist 
farm laborer on the street, beat her with sticks. At 2 am on October 28, 
the same laborer, heading into the field, was greeted with two fists and 
beaten again. On the morning of October 29, a notice was posted in the 
school yard - an anti-Soviet leaflet calling for an active reprisal against 
the communists. 


SIBERIA 


Kamensky district. In with. Korchino of the Kulikovsky district On 
October 14, the chairman of the village council Antipov and the senior 
police officer Ulitin planned to seize bread in the amount of 150 poods 
by the court's verdict. at the fist. The latter stated earlier that "I will not 
give up bread without a fight." When the chairman of the village 
council and a policeman appeared and demanded the keys to the barn 
from him, he refused to hand them over. After that, they began to break 
open the lock at the barn. 


The rumor about the forced confiscation of grain from the kulak quickly 
spread throughout the village, and a crowd of peasants began to gather 
at his house, among whom, on the occasion of the patron saint's 
holiday, there were many drunk. The assembled crowd numbered up 
to 300 people. 


At the exit from the barn, where at that time the militiaman was filling 
the sacks with bread, a poor widow stood out from the crowd and 
began to shout: "Kill the reptile parasites." A relative of the kulak who 
was present in the crowd hit the policeman on the head with a 
stake. After that, two middle peasants ran up to the policeman and 
began to beat him, and one of the middle peasants tore off the 
policeman’s revolver and shot him twice. 


After the murder of a policeman, these same middle peasants attacked 
the chairman of the village council and began to beat him. And when 
the chairman of the village council was unconscious, a shot was fired at 
him from the crowd, wounding him in the head. After the massacre of 
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the policeman and the chairman of the village council, the crowd 
gathered at the house of the kulak quickly dispersed. 


At the time of the speech of the peasants in the village there were 5 
workers sent to grain procurements from the region, including the 
secretary of the district committee of the CPSU (b), deputy. chairman of 
the RIK and secretary of the OK Komsomol. The secretary of the district 
committee, after the reprisal against the policeman and the chairman of 
the village council, without taking any measures, went to the district 
center. 


II. Growth of kulak groups into kulak counter-revolutionary 
organizations 


Don district. In the city of Rostov-on-Don, in April, a counter- 
revolutionary insurrectionary organization, the Union of Grain 
Growers, emerged, which set itself the task of overthrowing Soviet 
power through an armed uprising. An organization arose around the 
publishing house of the "Path of the North Caucasian Grain Grower" 
magazine, which has close ties with the countryside and a large peasant 
periphery that goes beyond the North Caucasian Territory (Central 
Black Earth Region, NVK and Crimea), the circulation of the magazine 
is 100,000 copies. and with the active participation of the main staff of 
the publishing house. 


The leading center of the organization developed a program, a 
manifesto of the organization, equipped a printing house, printed and 
prepared for distribution about 1000 copies of various anti-Soviet 
documents, collected up to 800 rubles. funds and created three cells 
"Union" in the Donskoy district. 


By the time of its liquidation, the organization consisted of up to 45 
people, including 20 kulaks-"disenfranchised" and 9 employees of the 
publishing house of the magazine "Path of the North Caucasian grain 
grower". The organization arose on the initiative of the head of this 
publishing house, Kravchenko (the son of a "disenfranchised" kulak, 
from 1919 he was a member of the party, from which he was expelled 
by the purge in 1921, an active participant in the civil war on the side of 
Soviet power). 


In September, the organization was liquidated, 39 people were arrested. 
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Below is the program and manifest of the organization. 
MANIFESTO 


To all grain growers, handicraftsmen, workers, employees, Red 
partisans, Red Army men and all rural organizations. 


Comrades! 


Millions of poor, middle-class, well-to-do grain growers in numerous 
partisan detachments and in the ranks of the Red Army fought for the 
laboring workers ‘and peasants’ Soviet power. From Warsaw to 
Vladivostok and from Arkhangelsk to Tiflis, roads and fields were 
covered with the corpses of red heroes. All of them fought and died for 
the recognition of the human rights of grain growers, for their political 
equality and for free economic labor. After the death of 
Comrade. Lenin's entire power in the party and in the state apparatus 
gradually passed into the hands of a group of individuals headed by 
Stalin. Taking advantage of the disorganized grain growers and the 
weakness of the workers’ organizations, the Stalinist group, relying on 
the forces of the GPU, destroyed the bequeathed Comrade. Lenin's 
labor workers ‘and peasants’ union and instead declared its 
dictatorship. The entire weight of its brutal dictatorship was brought 
down by the Stalinist group, first of all, on grain growers and rural 
public organizations. As a result of this dictatorship, grain growers are 
deprived of all political rights, set against each other, ruined and 
economically enslaved. Beatings, torture, executions, _ exile, 
imprisonment, destruction of farms and thousands of other outrages 
are taking place against farmers everywhere openly and with 
impunity. Court and judges have been turned into organs of 
violence. After three years of deliberately reckless ruin of agriculture, 
our country has again come close to ruin and hunger. The innumerable 
natural resources of our country lie like a dead treasure around us, and 
at the same time every economic initiative of the population is 
ruthlessly suppressed. Exporting bread and cattle abroad, At the same 
time, the Stalinist government, through brutal violence, takes away the 
last pounds of grain from the farmers, leaving their families, in case of 
crop failure, to painful hunger and death. The ruling group is trying to 
cover up its arbitrariness with the alleged will of the grain-growing 
poor and middle peasants. What shamelessness. What a_ blatant 
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lie. What a provocation. So, for the shed blood of their sons - red 
fighters, grain growers received even greater enslavement and poverty 
instead of freedom. 


What is the future of grain growers? At the 16th Party Conference % 
Stalin categorically declared to the opposition that there was no hope 
for individual farms either now or in the future. All of them should 
disappear within the next few years and give way to collective and state 
farms. In an effort to accomplish this, the Stalinist group will continue 
to wage a merciless political, economic and armed struggle against 
individual farms until their complete ruin and destruction. 


Having begun the struggle against individual farms, the Stalinist group 
has now ruined agriculture, thereby undermining the rest of the 
national economy and threw hundreds of thousands of workers, 
handicraftsmen and office employees out into the streets to 
starve. Terrorizing not only the grain growers, but also the rest of the 
working population, the Stalinist group transformed the Soviet 
government from a laboring workers 'and peasants’ government into a 
soulless bureaucratic apparatus of continuous savage violence and 
bureaucracy. Thanks to the irresponsible desire of the Stalinist group to 
artificially incite the class struggle in neighboring countries, using the 
state apparatus and people's means for this purpose, every year, against 
our will and our will, we risk being drawn into a war with neighboring 
countries. What is the way out of this situation? All peaceful means 
have been exhausted. Many honored workers ‘and peasants’ 
leaders, those who raised their voices of protest, were dismissed from 
their jobs, expelled from the state or exiled to remote remote 
places. Arbitrariness triumphs in victory. The only way out is the fight. 


The struggle for a truly democratic Soviet system, for free peaceful 
labor and for a fraternal alliance of the entire working population. To 
win, all grain growers must immediately stop hostility among 
themselves, unite in their production-political union, declare an 
economic and armed struggle to their oppressors everywhere, and 
immediately start organizing their green peasant army on the 
ground. In every locality, in every military unit, committees of the 
"Union of grain growers" must be created immediately. In every 
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enterprise and institution, a group of members of the "Union of grain 
growers" or a group of sympathizers should be formed. 


Boldly to fight the oppressors. All to support the right bias. 


Long live the peasant government. Long live the democratic Soviet 
system. 


Organizational bureau of the "Union of grain growers" 
Revolutionary Military Council of the Peasant Army 
Commander-in-chief 

(Immortal) 

Moscow 

June 1, 1929 


After reading the manifesto and program, discuss them with your 
trusted friends and neighbors. Reprint or rewrite by hand and pass on 
to your relatives, friends, and acquaintances in the Red Army. 


Organizational bureau of the "Union of grain growers". 


We are not against Soviet power. We are not against workers and 
peasants. 


PROGRAM "Union of grain growers" 


1. Restoration of all grain growers (peasants and Cossacks) in civil 
rights. 2. Equalization of the political rights of grain growers with 
workers and employees. 3. Unification of all grain growers in their own 
production and political union "Union of grain growers". 4. 
Consolidation of the nationalization of land, mineral resources and 
water spaces. 5. Free use of allotted land by grain growers. 6. Equality 
in land use rights of peasants, Cossacks and national minorities. 7. 
Securing the existing land plots of all nonresident migrants and 
settlers. 8. Allotment of land only to those farms that independently 
cultivate it.9. Increase of land allotments due to liquidation of state 
farms and wide organization of resettlement, resettlement at state 
expense on lands of the state fund.10. Abolition of forced 
collectivization. 11. Complete abolition of agricultural 
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tax.12. Replacing compulsory agricultural insurance with 
voluntary. 13. Immediate abolition of forced grain procurement in rural 
and urban areas. 14. Cancellation of all debts (arrears) of grain growers 
to the government on agricultural tax, contracting, seed and other 
loans. 15. Full assistance to the restoration, development and 
improvement of all individual farms. 16. Issuance of benefits to families 
of grain growers affected by the imperialist and civil wars. 17. Building 
cooperation based on: a) voluntary membership; b) free election of the 
ruling bodies; c) full legal and material responsibility of the heads of 
cooperative institutions to shareholders;d) the independence of 
cooperative organizations from the authorities both at the center and at 
the local level. 18. Extensive development of cooperative and private 
handicraft industry,as well as the industry for the processing of 
agricultural products (mills, butter churns, cheese, butter and 
cannery). 19. Handing over of concessions for the general construction 
of improved dirt and highways, the cleaning of rivers and the 
construction of canals. 20. Opening of borders for free import of foreign 
goods (abolition of the monopoly of state foreign trade). 21. Immediate 
restoration of pre-war prices for all manufactured goods. 22. Promoting 
the development of private trade and industry. 24. * Broad 
development of foreign trade and _ industrial concession 
construction. 25. Increase in state revenues from the import and export 
abroad of products of the national economy, rents of industrial 
enterprises, profits of state industry.26. Issue of a_ gold 
coin. 27. Abolition of the treasury to the authorities ** and all public 
organizations. 29. Full freedom of religion, freedom of speech, press 
and assembly. 30. Strict prohibition of revenge for past crimes and 
grievances between the working population. 32. Opening of schools for 
peasant youth in all village councils. 33. Free general education and free 
education. 34. Any assistance to the development of science, technology 
and art.35. Restoration of the civil rights of the entire working 
population (workers, employees and people of free professions). 36. 
Complete freedom of organizations, trade unions. 37. Independence of 
professional organizations from government bodies and _ political 
parties. 38. Legalization of the existing working hours of workers and 
employees. 39. The introduction of pensions for all workers and 
employees for the length of service and disability. 40. The conclusion of 
a fraternal labor union of farmers, workers, employees and 
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handicraftsmen. 41. Consolidation of the autonomous rights of all 
nationalities. 42. Creation of a regular peasant (green) army. 43. 
Providing broad benefits to fighters of the green army*®. 44. Securing 
the rights to state benefits for military merit of all commanders and 
rank-and-file soldiers of the Red and Green armies. 45. Deprivation of 
the rights to state benefits of red commanders who actively fought 
against the peasant (green) army. 46. Summons of the Extraordinary 
Congress of Soviets. 47. Election of a peasant government. 48. Reducing 
the state apparatus to the size of pre-revolutionary times. 49. The 
establishment of a democratic Soviet system based on _ the 
representation of all working people in the Soviets in proportion to the 
number of each class.50. Restoring friendly relations with all 
countries. 51. Conclusion of long-term international loans for the 
speedy restoration of the national economy and improvement of the 
material situation of the entire working population of the country. 


Organizational bureau of the "Union of grain growers" 
Notes: 

* This numbering in the source. 

** So, in the source. 


Mountains. Novocherkassk. In September, the counter-revolutionary 
insurgent organization, the Union of Struggle for the Liberation of the 
Peasants, was liquidated. 


The organization arose in the spring of 1929, by the time of liquidation 
it had taken shape organizationally, had an underground printing 
house, in which it printed 500 copies of appeals, a significant part of 
which was distributed in different regions of the CCM and Ukraine. 


The "Union of Struggle" had an active of 9 people, of which: three 
former police officers and a criminal investigator, two unskilled 
workers, the sons of a railway cashier and a Cossack teacher, one 
employee, a peasant's son, a member of the Komsomol, one peasant 
woman, 18 years old, who graduated from a seven-year - sons of 
kulaks, PO clerk, former Komsomol member and unemployed. 


The organizer and leader of the "Union" was a former member of the 
All-Union Communist Party of the peasants, expelled for corruption 
505 


and purged from a Soviet institution (threat intelligence). A Central 
Committee and an extraordinary troika were created with the strictest 
secrecy and discipline. The organization of cells, district committees, 
district committees was outlined and organizational work was carried 
out in this direction. 


Approved May 5, 


The program and charter of the "Union of b [orby] 1929 


for 


Protocol No. 1 
about [freedom] to [peasants] " FOP OE Ne 


Central Committee of the "Union ces SOS IY Ne 
struggle for the liberation of the peasants " Seren SuStenK 
STATUTES AND PROGRAM 

Introduction 


Can life be anything other than the striving for peace, contentment, the 
kingdom of labor, truth and love? What else can life be, if not joyful 
creativity, blessings, the highest earthly happiness. But in reality our 
life is full of slavery, dependence, unnecessary suffering and grief. The 
reasons for this are in ourselves, in our way of life. 


The “alliance of the struggle for the emancipation of the peasants” and 
the entire working population sets its ultimate goal as the complete 
emancipation of the entire working population, regardless of the form 
and place of work of this or that individual, no matter who he is, as long 
as he is engaged in socially useful labor in society. Any labor that brings 
certain benefits of life for human society is recognized as socially useful 
labor, in order to achieve the highest ideals of complete emancipation 
of certain strata of human society from the oppression of exploitation 
and enslavement by a more organized stratum, which, thanks to their 
organization, have enslaved other strata, less organized. 


The "Union of the Struggle for the Emancipation of the Peasants" and 
the entire working population sets as its task the complete destruction 
of the division of human society into its professional strata, which 
cannot give anything good and useful to society and, as a rule, give rise 
to privileged classes, regardless of their names, forms and methods 
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birth. If we look into the history of the development of the Russian state 
in particular, we will see that in a distant epoch of the past, even before 
the emergence of the state and other forms of organized government of 
individual nations and races, people lived in clan families, leading a 
completely wild, like animals, lifestyle. But with the development of the 
economic improvement of the tribal community, the forms of its 
management also changed, and along with this, the economic relations 
between individual members were determined. Some became leaders, 
others - leaders. Quite naturally, it fell to the lot of the guided to bear 
sometimes physically unbearable labor, and to a lot of the leaders - to 
lead the work of the first and distribute the products of their labor 
among members of the tribal community, and, as a rule, this gives rise 
to economic inequality. Considering the above approximate forms of 
the state system, we will see that with the development of the economic 
power of a separate country, the interests of [some] [classes] are 
diametrically opposed. So, for example, in tsarist Russia at the time of 
its highest economic development, three main classes grew and took 
shape: the class of the haves (capitalists), the class of have-nots 
(workers) and the class of peasants (although they did not call it a class), 
as the main class, from power which depends on the entire economic 
development of the country. 


The October Revolution destroyed the domination of the propertied 
class over the poor, and it would seem that the peasants themselves, 
workers and all honest workers should stand in power, but in fact, asa 
result of the 12-year existence of Soviet power, we see that all the power 
of state administration passed into the hands of a small , in comparison 
with the total population in our state, a handful of people who call 
themselves communists, that is, people who strive to give the 
population only good, leading them to socialism. 


Is it really? Are the communists doing the right thing? Every citizen 
who is at least a little familiar with the state system will give a concrete 
answer that this is not true. The constitution of the Soviet government 
(§ "a", paragraphs 1 and 2, art. 201) clearly states that under the modern 
system, the main part of our population - the peasantry, which endured 
the whole brunt of the revolution and civil war peasants have five times 
less political rights against the population of cities. The question is why 
this is done. So that this scanty handful of people, the communists, 
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would not let go of the reins of government, relying mainly on the more 
organized part of society - the workers, trying in every possible way to 
counterfeit them, giving them more attention than the peasants. 


Being non-partisan, not a single citizen in modern conditions, as a 
representative from voters, can be admitted occupying, approximately, 
the post of chairman of the city council, district executive committee 
and above. This circumstance speaks for the fact that at the present time 
we have governing bodies - the Soviets, in fact, are not elected, but 
under all sorts of sauces, the party appoints and elects itself, that is, it 
puts its individual members in leading positions. Hence the inequality 
and enslavement of the peasants, which we observe in the modern 
structure of state administration, follows. 


Part special 


1. The "Union of Struggle for the Liberation of the Peasants" and the 
entire working population is mainly a peasant-Cossack political party 
that protects the interests of peasants, Cossacks, and fights in the 
interests of the rural population, for which its main goal is to make a 
revolution of the existing system, replacing it with true self-government 
based on political equality and economic union with workers. 


2. The entire land fund of the USSR %” is in the public domain. Every 
citizen who wants to engage in agriculture and cultivate land receives 
it on the basis of equal land use and without redemption. 


3. All forests, waters and bowels of the earth that are of public 
importance are considered the state property of the labor state. 


Note. Small forests that have no state significance are transferred to 
grain growers on the basis of equal forest management rights, without 
the right to transfer and pledge the allotments owed to each individual. 


4. SB for OK proclaims the right of ownership to all the products of his 
labor in unlimited quantities, the right that belongs to every citizen to 
use and dispose of his property, income and the product of his labor at 
his own discretion. 


5. In order to free the peasants from all sorts of unbearable existing taxes 
and ensure full economic freedom, the Security Council for OK all the 
hitherto existing taxes on agriculture and private trade abolishes and 
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introduces a single income tax in the amount necessary to maintain the 
administrative apparatus and the people's army. 


6. In order to properly supply the population with goods, both urban 
and rural, private trade, along with cooperative, is allowed. 


7. All factories, plants and other industrial enterprises under the 
jurisdiction of the state shall be transferred to the direct self- 
government of the workers through their trade unions. 


8. Every citizen residing on the territory of the USSR enjoys the right to 
vote, regardless of religion and nationality, with the exception of 
persons defamed by court. 


Note: The current provisions on the deprivation of voting rights are 
declared illegal. 


Chairman of the Central Committee of the Security Council for OK. 
Secretary 


CHARTER OF THE UNION OF THE FIGHT FOR THE LIBERATION 
OF PEASANTS 


Structure and organization of SB for OK 


SB for OK is a peasant-Cossack political party to protect the interests of 
the working peasantry, Cossacks and workers. 


The central governing body of the Union is the Central Committee of 
the Union for the Fight for the Liberation of the Peasants, composed of 
five members. 


The union is organized on the basis of grassroots cells in a village, 
village, stanitsa, factory and other enterprises; if there are three 
members, a cell is organized. 


District committees are organized with 50 people and are managed by 
a district committee bureau of three people. 


Okrkoms are organized with 250 people and are managed by the 
okrkom bureau of 5 people. 
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Grassroots cells are part of the district committees and conduct their 
work under their leadership. 


District committees are part of okkoms and under their leadership 
conduct their work. 


Okrokoms of the Union are directly part of the Central Committee of 
the Security Council for OK. 


District committees and district committees cannot directly issue their 
own circulars, but they can only issue them in order to develop the 
charter, program and circulars of the Central Committee. 


Part special 


1. A member of the Security Council for OK can be any citizen who lives 
on his own earnings, does not use hired labor, shares and accepts the 
Security Council program for OK and has proven in practice his loyalty 
to the Security Council for OK. 


Note: Members of the CPSU (b), Komsomol, employees of the GPU and 
administrative departments are accepted into the ranks of the Security 
Council for OK with a candidate's experience. Candidate experience is 
established at the discretion of the general meeting of the members of 
the cell in each individual case when accepting persons who are 
members or employees of the above-named organizations and 
bodies. Candidates have a deliberative vote. 


2. Each member of the "Union of Struggle for the Liberation of Peasants" 
is obliged to pay membership fees in the amount of: receiving up to 50 
rubles. - 1%, from 50 to 100 rubles. - 2%, from 100 and more - for every 
25 rubles.1% is charged.There are no membership dues for 
unemployed or dependents. 


Note. Newcomers, in addition to membership fees, pay an entrance fee 
of 50 kopecks, and also pay the cost for obtaining a membership card. 


3. Each member of the Union of Struggle is obliged to actively and 
directly participate in the work of the Security Council, to obey all 
decisions of the cell, to pass them by a simple majority of votes and to 
carry out individual instructions and tasks of both the cell and the 
bureau. 
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4. Each member should be an example in the struggle for the 
unorganized peasant and working masses, staunch, brave, selfless, 
capable of sacrificing himself for the cause of the struggle. 


5. In the presence of three members of the Security Council in the 
village, at the plant and at the enterprise, a primary cell of the members 
of the Security Council can be organized, whose duties are entrusted to 
carry out all the work among the peasant and working masses in 
preparation for an armed uprising and direct leadership, as well as the 
implementation of all decisions, resolutions and other measures of the 
Central Committee. 


6. The organization as a whole bears personal responsibility to the 
peasant and working masses for the actions of each individual member 
of the Security Council, as well as each member of the organization is 
responsible as a whole for the actions of the entire organization. 


7. The organization, as such, does not carry out terrorist acts against 
individuals - representatives of the CPSU (b) and the Soviet regime for 
their activities aimed at greater oppression of the peasant and working 
masses. 


Note: Cases of the destruction of individuals can be tolerated with the 
knowledge of the emergency troika, aimed at protecting the 
organization from spies, provocateurs and other traitors. 


8. When joining the Security Council, each of the applicants must 
clearly understand the importance of the organization as a whole, the 
task of successfully carrying out the struggle for the liberation of the 
peasants from modern oppression, for which he must vigorously 
engage in self-education to study the methods of enslaving the peasants 
by the Soviet power in the person of the Communist Party , studying 
the political relations between peasants and workers of the USSR, 
studying the reasons for the absence of a true alliance of peasants and 
workers based on voluntary and_ politically equal economic 
cooperation. 


9. Persons using hired labor, usurers, ministers of religious cults, as well 
as all religions, and, finally, persons who are hostile and disposed to the 
Security Council cannot be members of the Union of Struggle. 
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10. Each member of the Security Council is personally responsible for 
the implementation of the assigned tasks of the organization. For the 
failure of especially important tasks, persons are subjected to severe 
responsibility to the organization, and therefore, starting to carry out 
the instructions given to him, each member is obliged to be attentive to 
his environment, environment and conditions, especially careful, not to 
trust anyone. In the absence of a full guarantee for a successful outcome 
of the case - energetic and selflessly courageous and decisive. 


11. The organization as a whole must react quickly to all campaigns in 
the countryside and promptly give the masses the appropriate political 
guidelines, throwing out practical and timely slogans, using the 
services of their printing houses and other duplicating machines. 


12. In cases where it is precisely established that a particular person 
became a member of the Security Council solely for the purpose of 
espionage, provocation and betrayal, it is immediately destroyed by 
order of the emergency commissions of local organizations, with the 
knowledge of the Central Committee. 


13. When a mobilization is announced, members who have evaded 
mobilization are to be shot. 


14. Persons who have vouched for a newcomer to the ranks of the party 
are responsible for his actions on an equal basis with the newcomer. For 
joining the party, two members must vouch. 


15. Members of the party are accepted persons who have reached 17 
years of age, of both sexes. 


16. The Party as a whole is working to provide material assistance to 
the family members of deceased comrades and is taking all measures in 
its power to rescue comrades who are imprisoned or sentenced to 
death. 


17. The present charter applies to all members of the Security Council 
for OK from the moment of its adoption and approval by the general 
meeting. 


Chairman of the Central Committee of the Security Council for OK 
Steel 
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Secretary Sirotenko 


Terek District and Dagestan Autonomous Soviet Socialist 
Republic. The third liquidated counter-revolutionary organization in 
the JCC took shape and intensified its activities in the spring of this 
year. d. This organization was the most numerous in terms of the 
number of members and created cells. 


In a short period of time, the organization created 13 cells in the 
Vorontsovo-Aleksandrovsky, Mozdoksky and Prikumsky districts of 
the Tersky district with a number of 67 members, and 9 cells in auls and 
farms of the Dagestan ASSR with 37 members. In total, the organization 
had 104 full members, 5 active accomplices and 29 people who were in 
close contact with the organization's activists and were aware of its 
existence and activities. A total of 153 people. 


Social composition of the organization: 
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The organizer and leader is the former chairman and agronomist of the 
Ist section of the Pavlodar UZU, who was hiding after the 
embezzlement in 1927. In the past, the son of a wealthy miller, relatives 





died during the civil war. 


Although the organization did not have a formalized program, its 
political platform was defined with sufficient clarity, firstly, by the 
social composition (dominated by large kulaks-sheep breeders) and the 
following main provisions put forward by the organization: 


Organization of an armed uprising against Soviet power, by creating a 
conspiratorial association of kulaks and former people. 


Restoration of private property rights. 
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Establishment of a "democratic" form of government (with a president 
at the head) with a predominant influence of the peasantry, organized 
into an agricultural party. 


The question of an armed uprising was always in the organization plan, 
and when recruiting, individual members were obliged to have a horse 
and saddle ready for the march, and they promised to get weapons 
soon. This plan was closely connected with the intention to start work 
in the Red Army units. For this purpose, one Red Army soldier was 
recruited, a terpolka change. It was planned to disarm the district 
police, seize weapons in village councils and cars in the Russian- 
American TAS. 


In addition, in order to raise funds, a terrorist group of three people was 
allocated, the task of which was to carry out robberies of fellow workers 
and institutions and organizations associated with monetary 
transactions. 


NVK 


In September, a large kulak-White Guard insurgent organization was 
liquidated in the NVK, covering the entire Khopersky district with its 
activities and having organizational ties (through special couriers) with 
similar groups in Donetsk, Balashov, Stalingrad and other districts. 


The counter-revolutionary activities of this organization have 
especially intensified in the last period, in connection with the events in 
the Far East and, mainly, measures for grain procurement, pressure on 
kulak elements, confiscation of property, etc., and began to take on a 
clearly expressed insurrectionary character. Organizational and 
preparatory work in this direction was carried out very intensively and 
according to the developed plan. Such moments as the source of 
obtaining weapons (by seizing from the militia, warehouses of military 
registration and enlistment offices, Osoaviakhim circles, etc.), the 
organization of detachments, the establishment of continuous 
communication between the operating groups, their simultaneous 
performance and the seizure of regional and district centers, and the 
organization's ultimate goal was to raise a broad insurgency. 


The total number of members of the organization reached 600 (as of 
October 10, 592 people were arrested), some of them were armed and 
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represented separate armed detachments, which were supposed to be 
the organizing base for the formation of detachments. 


The composition of the organization's asset: kulaks 
former white officers 
former chieftains 


repatriates ro 
former white ranks 


According to insufficiently verified data, the leading and organizing 





role belonged to the monarchist agents who arrived from beyond the 
cordon. The general leadership of the movement was to be headed by 
the Cossack authority, former General Yakushev. The organization's 
slogans were: "Down with the Communists and the Soviets", "Long live 
the Constituent Assembly." 


They also began to liquidate the kulak-bandit organization that covered 
the entire northeast of the Lower Volga region - ASSRNP, Kalmyk, 
Stalingrad, Pugachev and Kamyshinsky districts. The bulk of the 
organization consists mainly of kulaks - members of the gangster 
movement of the period of 1921 and has up to 600 members. 


The organization had connections with similar kulak groups in the 
Urals District and was actively working to create cadres and organize 
insurgent bandit detachments. There were particular questions about 
establishing ties with the counter-revolutionary underground in the 
neighboring Cossack districts. The intensification of the counter- 
revolutionary activities of these groups also began from the moment of 
the last pressure on the kulak-wealthy element. 


The organization's assets exceed 200 people, in terms of social status: 


former major leaders of the gang 21 people 
25 people 
former white officers 10 people 


kulaks, participants in the 1918 uprising 70 people 
igang members in 1921 108 people 
As of October 14, 560 people were arrested] | 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU Kucherov 
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Appendix No. 3. Eastern national republics and autonomous regions 
Anti-cotton sentiments in Uzbekistan and Tajikistan 
UZBEKISTAN 


Fergana District. Throughout Fergana, and especially in the Buvaida 
region, there are massive cases of preparation for sowing and sowing 
wheat on lands designated for cotton. 


Tashkent district. Sowing of irrigated lands with grain crops in the 
Nizhne-Chirchik region has become widespread. In a short time, 26 
cases of wheat sowing were recorded. Almost every farm has planted 
from 1 [to] 4 acres of irrigated land with wheat. 


Bukhara district. In Gijduvan region, 32 cases of destruction of unripe 
cotton were recorded in order to prepare land for sowing wheat. In 
seven villages in the same district, dehkans flood cotton crops with 


water. 
TAJIKISTAN 


Dyushambinsky district. In a number of villages (Tashon, Char-Tepe, 
Kamal-Chatak, Kara-Kala, etc.), the bai who have sown cotton 
deliberately do not start harvesting, believing that the funds spent will 
not be covered by the existing prices. 


Kurgan-Tyubinsky district. A number of beys completely abandoned 
the cotton crops, which overgrown with grass and died. 


Similar phenomena were also noted in the Saraysky and Kabadian 
districts. 


Buyers who thwart the sale of cotton declare everywhere: “You 
shouldn't pick cotton and waste money. Cotton is unprofitable, let it rot 
better. " 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU Kucherov 
Appendix No. 4. Anti-Soviet manifestations in Kazakhstan 


Petropavlovsk district. In with. Kapitonovsky, Shchuchinsky district, 
in protest against the imposition of a fine on the kulak, a crowd of 
women of up to 250, armed with sticks, came to the village council 


516 


building and shouted: "We will not let the last bread be taken away" 
tried to beat the chairman of the village council and the grain 
procurement officer. The crowd began to disperse only after several 
shots upward. In stts. Koturkul (Russian Cossacks) of the Shchuchin 
region, a group of women armed with axes and knives prevented the 
seizure of bread from the kulak. Similar performances were noted in 
the village. Serafimovsky Peasant district, with. Mikhailovsky 
Balkashinsky district and with. Kamenno-Brodsky, Aryk-Balyk 
region. In all cases, the kulaks were the instigators and initiators of the 
protests. On the hut. Orlovka of the Kladbinsky Stansoviet of the 
Presnovsky District, a crowd of women with babies that had gathered 
twice prevented the inventory of property at the kulak. The 
representatives of the RIK were shouted at the address: “You have 
come to ruin the peasants; we will not give bread. Glushchenko is not a 
fist, if you break the lock, we will break your heads. "In 
with. Nikolaevsky, Leninsky district, when a fine was imposed on the 
fist, a crowd of men and women gathered (among those gathered there 
were also conscripts). Armed with pitchforks and axes, the crowd 
approached the members of the village council and the commission for 
promoting grain procurements and began to shout: "We will not let the 
peasants ruin the peasants, you will take bread when you pass through 
our corpses," after which, led by drunken recruits, went to the club to 
disrupt the trial over the fists. The trial was postponed, and the 
collection of the fine was disrupted. In with. In Lyubotino, Volodarsky 
District, fists committed an attempt to murder a poor activist. In 
stts. Nizhny Barluk (Russian Cossacks) of the Aryk-Balyk region, a 
poor activist was wounded by her fists. In with. Sokolovsky Labor 
district set fire to the barn of the chairman of the village council. 


Kostanay district. In the Russian districts of the district, there has 
recently been an intensified spread of rumors by kulak elements about 
big bands and preparations for an uprising in the territory of Kustanai 
and neighboring districts of the Urals. At the same time, a number of 
facts of terrorizing by fists of the workers of the Soviet apparatus, 
activists-poor people, members of the Komsomol were recorded. Fists 
of the village. In the Sverdlovsk Zatobolsk district, the house of the pre- 
village council was set on fire, all property and outbuildings burned 
down. An anonymous letter was thrown into the premises of the village 


council, threatening the members of the commissions for promoting 
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grain procurement and the chairman of the village council, demanding 
an even distribution of the control figure among the poor, middle 
peasants and kulaks. In the village Arkhangelsk, Denisovskiy district, 
a poor activist who took an active part in grain procurement was beaten 
with a fist. In the village Silantievsky killed an activist with a shot from 
a gun, member of the village council. A group of kulaks is suspected of 
the murder. 


Akmola district. In aul No. 12 of the Erkenchilinsky district, a teacher 
was killed by baiami on the basis of grain procurements. In with. In 
Kashirinsky, Stalin district, a grenade was thrown at the window of the 
house of an activist, a member of the komsode, he is also a collective 
farm organizer and a selkor, which seriously wounded his wife and 
easily himself. The assassination attempt was organized by seven 
kulaks. In with. Marinovka of the Socialist region, a Komsomol 
member, a member of the Komsomol, was beaten by two 
podkulachniks on the basis of grain procurements. In with. In the 
Vladimir-Borisovskiy Socialist District, a poor activist was beaten up by 
two wealthy people on the basis of grain procurements. In the same 
place, a kulak-"disenfranchised" beat the chairman of the village 
council, knocked out two frames from a poor peasant-activist for grain 
procurement. Similar cases were recorded in a number of other villages. 


In with. Haykosnom Industrial District kulaks set fire to five poor farms 
for their active participation in grain procurement. In with. Under the 
influence of the agitation of the kulak and his spread of all sorts of 
provocative rumors, a crowd of 50 women approached the village 
council with a demand to stop grain procurements in Novo- 
Aleksandrovka, threatening to destroy the village council and 
cooperatives. 


In_ with. Nikolaevka of the Kommunistichesky district, when 
confiscating property and bread from the kulaks, a crowd of women of 
up to 150 people, under the influence of the kulaks, resisted the 
seizure. During the arrest of the initiators of the speech, 12 kulaks, five 
policemen were beaten. 


In with. Trotsky Industrial District on the day the bread was sent to the 
mountains. Akmolinsk, a crowd of women of 40 people, shouting: "We 
will not give bread to be shipped," stopped the carriers and prevented 
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the delivery of bread. The PO turned to the village council for 
assistance, but the latter could do nothing. The bread was not shipped. 


In the village In the Novo-Donetsk Leninsky District, during an 
inventory of property, a crowd of five women at the kulak shouted: 
"Patience has run out, in the 12th year of Soviet power we need to act," 
and so on, and a threat to the chairman of the village council prevented 
the inventory. 


Pavlodar district. In with. In the office of Maximo [in] -Gorkovsky 
district, a Komsomol member, authorized for grain procurement, was 
hacked to death with his fists. In with. An activist, candidate of the All- 
Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks, who took part in grain 
procurements, went missing in Sakhnovka of the Tsyurupinsky 
district. In the village Gankino's fists burned down the village 
council. In the village Three stab wounds were inflicted on the 
Christmas secretary of the party cell by unknown persons in the 
dark. In the village Bogodarovka fists smashed the windows of the 
chairman of the village council and beat a policeman. In the village On 
October 26, arrested kulaks (13 people) destroyed the detention facility 
in Aleksandrovsky, after which, armed with axes, they tried to set it on 
fire and destroy the school. They threatened to kill the teacher. There 
were attempts to beat the people's judge. In the village Khersonka of 
the Tsyurupinsky district in the house of a farm laborer who revealed 
the grain surplus, windows with frames were knocked out at night with 
the threat of murder. 


Semipalatinsk district. In Burasinsky district, a grain procurement 
officer was wounded by a _ shot through a_ window. In 
with. Borodulikha of the Belgach district was beaten with a fist by a 
poor man who took an active part in grain procurement. In with. Novo- 
Pokrovka, at the instigation of the kulaks, hooligans beat up a member 
of the grain procurement assistance commission.In the aul of 
Kudasovskiy, Zhana-Semeyskiy district, a teacher and a deputy were 
beaten up on the basis of grain procurements. chairman of the village 
council. In with. Marinogorka of the Samara region, when repressions 
were applied against kulaks, inventory of property, a crowd of mainly 
women, armed with sticks, did not allow the property to be seized. The 
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second attempt to seize property also met with resistance from the 
crowd. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU, Kucherov 


Appendix No. 5. Excesses and perversions of the class line in the 
practice of grain procurement in Kazakhstan 


Petropavlovsk district. In stts. Ekaterininskaya (Russian Cossacks) of 
the Presnovsky region, the grain procurement commission established 
for kulak farms up to 25 poods. from tithes, and for poor households 
up to 35 poods. The grain procurement assistance commission is wholly 
under the influence of the kulaks. The contamination of the komsodes 
is noted in a number of villages, in connection with which the entire 
burden of meeting the target figures for grain procurement has been 
transferred to the poor and middle peasants. 


According to the Kladbinsky Stansoviet of the Presnovsky District, the 
grain procurement plan is being fulfilled exclusively at the expense of 
the middle peasants. 


There have been registered cases of inventory and sale at auction of 
property of middle peasants. 


In the Bogatinsky Stansoviet, the poor and middle peasants are put on 
the black board for failure to fulfill the control figure, and the fists and 
the wealthy are put on the red board. 


The representative of the Presnovsky RIK, working on grain 
procurements in the Petrovsky village council, unauthorized unloading 
of grain from the barns not only from the kulaks, but also from the 
middle peasants. He also lowered the hut target. Budyonny for 155 
pounds, without coordinating this issue with the regional organizations 
and contrary to the decision of the poor people’s assembly on the 
possibility of fulfilling the target figure. Despite the presence of grain 
surpluses among the kulaks, he dismissed the commission of assistance 
and stopped all work on grain procurement. 


Urals District. In the Dzhangalinsky region, some grain procurement 
officials, in order to increase the rate of grain procurement, resort to 
emergency measures, up to and including the arrest of the middle 
peasants (aul No. 14). 
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Syr-Darya district. The representative of the Turkestan City Council 
in the Darbazan society, without calling a general meeting, suggested 
that the chairman of the Koshchi Union allocate 13 people to the 
commission of assistance, which included bai. This commission levied 
15 poods for bays, 7 poods for middle peasants, and 5 poods for poor 
peasants. After the approval of the list by the general meeting, the 
authorized person completely freed the beys, and included in the list 
those poor people who were freed by the general meeting, as well as all 
the poor people instead of 5 poods. attributed 7 poods. 


In with. Antonovka of the Belovodsky district, the grain procurement 
officer said to the peasants: “For me it does not matter if you are a Red 
Army soldier or whoever, bring bread and nothing else. If the farm 
does not have enough bread at the rate of 100 poods. ona tithe, then let 
him buy at least 10 rubles. pood and lucky ". 


Authorized by the district committee of the CPSU (b) for grain 
procurements, head of the administrative department, when carrying 
out grain procurements in the village. Uspensky, Dzhuvalinsky district, 
out of 75 households in the village, he described the property of 35, of 
which he sold the property of 11 farms, and left 15 poods each during 
the sale. per eater, one horse, one cow and agricultural implements. As 
a result of such actions of the authorized person, the rate of grain 
procurement is 1700 poods. the first five days dropped to 700 pounds. 


Semipalatinsk district. In the Karkakul region, a number of cases of 
under-taxation of bays were noted due to over-taxation of the poor and 
middle peasants. So, deputy. The chairman of the RIK imposed only 5 
poods on one bai, and 10 poods on the middle peasant, who did not 
sow bread at all. 


Similar cases were recorded in a number of other regions. 
Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU, Kucherov 


Appendix No. 6. On the seizure of weapons and the elimination of 
banditry in Chechnya 


Itum-Kalinsky district. The complexity of the operation in Itum- 
Kalinsky district boiled down to the fact that this area in the past was 
the residence of Gotsinsky in Chechnya and the base of the bands of 
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Musaev, Derkazanov, Konayev and the Chinkaev brothers. In August 
1929, a representative of the Chechen department of the OGPU was 
killed in this area and an inspector of the UGRO was seriously 
wounded. The weakness and excessive contamination of the party 
apparatus, typical for the entire region, was most clearly revealed in the 
Khildekhoroi society. In a number of villages of this society, village 
councils existed only nominally. Since the disarmament of 1925, there 
have been no representatives of district and regional organizations in 
the society (bordering on Georgia). The former bandit turned out to be 
the chairman of the Tuskhoroevsky village council. In one village 
council, out of 9 members, 6 were persons involved in banditry. With 
the approach of the detachment, these 6 members of the village council 
left for the mountains. The extreme poverty of the population and the 
complete absence of medical assistance are striking. When one of the 
detachments was on the way to Sharoi, a delegation of 100 women came 
to him, complaining about the "inattention of the Soviet authorities to 
the needs of the population.” The veterinary paramedic of the squadron 
received more than 200 sick residents in 4 days. 


The seizure of weapons and the most vicious bandits in Hildehoroi 
society from the very beginning met with resistance from gangs and 
negative sentiments among the masses of the population. In the first 
days, part of the population, when the detachment appeared, began to 
retire to the mountains, partly together with bandit elements. At the 
same time, the gang of Derkazanov, Chinkaev and Konayev, with the 
support of the population, concentrated in the area of the villages of 
Peroi and Kuroi, openly preparing for resistance. The most unfavorable 
situation was created on the left side of society, where the bandits 
continued to occupy the heights for a long time, and the population 
refused to surrender their weapons. The resulting situation forced the 
task force to resort to shelling the bandits entrenched in the mountains, 
as a result of which the latter were driven out of the mountains. This, in 
turn, led to an increased influx of weapons and contributed to a certain 
turning point in the mood of the main strata of the population. It should 
be noted the significant role of the task force of mass work among the 
population carried out in society. In total, 5 plenums of the village 
council, 5 poor people's meetings, 14 gatherings and 3 women's 
meetings were held in the Khildekhoroevsky society. In the villages of 
Tsatskoy, Lansekhoi and others, the population, in particular women, 
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made an appeal for the voluntary surrender of weapons, promising 
support to the detachments in removing them. 


The situation was similar in general to the Khildekhoroev society at the 
beginning of the operation in the Zumsoev society, the former base of 
Shamilev's gang. Along with mass work among the population, the 
task force was forced to seize local bandits and kulaks - malicious non- 
donors of weapons, as a result of which there was a large influx of 
weapons, at first almost completely not surrendered by the 
population. In total, two plenums of village councils, 10 poor peasants' 
meetings and 13 gatherings were held in the Zumsoev Society. 


Nozhai-Yurtovsky district. Until 1925 this area was the base of 
Gotsinsky's political gang. At the same time, the criminal-political gang 
of Muskhabov and Tramov operated in the same area, making a 
number of armed raids on the territory of Chechnya and 
Dagestan. Back in May 1929, in the Nozhai-Yurt district, the 
intensification of banditry was accompanied by a general revival of the 
activity of the kulak-mulsky element. The local cooperative asset was 
literally terrorized. In this regard, it became then inevitable to carry out 
operational measures, as a result of which (in May 1929) 870 weapons 
were seized in a number of villages of the region and 16 people from 
the counter-revolutionary element were arrested. However, even by 
the time of the 1929 operation, the Nozhai-Yurt district was the base of 
the Muskhabov gang, and was also quite saturated with weapons 
illegally stored by the population. This moment put before the task 
force, along with the withdrawal of weapons, the task of eliminating 
the Muskhabov gang, which until the beginning of 1929 was engaged 
in petty robberies and cattle stealing. In 1929, the gang began to show 
special activity with a pronounced political overtones. In April and 
September 1929, the gang fought off the arrested bandits from the 
police. By this time, threats of the following nature began to be sent 
from the gang: “Until now, we have not touched either the officers in 
charge, or the workers of the GPU, or the communists, but now we have 
decided to take the hostages and kill the workers of the state police and 
the police. Tell your authorities: we will not give passage to any 
employee, we will not give passage to Grozneft employees, "etc. Thus, 
the liquidation of Muskhabov's gang acquired a shock character. but 
now we have decided to take hostages-respondents and kill employees 
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of the police and police. Tell your authorities: we will not give passage 
to any employee, we will not give passage to Grozneft employees, "etc. 
Thus, the liquidation of Muskhabov's gang acquired a shock character. 


From the very first steps of its work, the task force in the Nozhai- 
Yurtovsky district came across decisive opposition from the gang. 


U hut. Baytarki, a group of the Dagestan militia was fired upon by 
bandits, wounding two people. On the same day, the poor fired at a 
group of the Dagestan department in the area of the village of Mazhar- 
aul. 


On October 3, the gang again fired at the same group. After a long 
firefight, the gang disappeared into the mountains at nightfall. The 
elimination of the gang was hampered by the fact that the population 
terrorized by it refrained from providing any assistance to the task 
force, fearing that "the bandits, after the detachment left, would take 
revenge on all who helped the detachment." The resulting situation 
forced the task force to resort to shelling the positions occupied by the 
bandits, and the detachment was instructed to defeat the gang so that 
the civilian population would not suffer. By this time, it became known 
that the gang, campaigning and spreading provocative rumors among 
the population, was inviting the poor to itself, promising money, 
weapons and horses. The counter mass explanatory work of the task 
force reflected any significant influence of the gang's agitation, and the 
use of weapons against the bandits made a decisive change in the mood 
of the population in our favor. The population began to willingly attend 
the convened gatherings and the poor meetings. 


On October 12 and 13, at meetings of a number of villages, the 
population guaranteed the complete surrender of weapons, assuring 
that the bandits would no longer find shelter in the villages. By the 
same time, the appearance of certain groups of bandits began, 
voluntarily surrendering to the detachment, and on October 18 
Mushabov himself with four assistants was seized and 16 bandits were 
arrested. Thus, Mushabov's gang was completely liquidated. 


Galanchzho district. Until 1925, the area was the base of the Shipshev 
gang. During the disarmament of 1925, the region put up stubborn 
resistance, as a result of which several people were killed and wounded 
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on our side. Along with this, the area was the base for the actions of the 
Gairbekov gang and the Ingush gang of Beimurzaev. 


In the first days of the operation, part of the population went to the 
mountains, weapons were received extremely weakly. The work on the 
withdrawal of weapons was hampered by the weakness of the local 
apparatus and the territorial dispersion of the villages where the 
operation was carried out. At the convened plenary sessions of the 
village councils and the poor peasants' meetings, the poor declared 
their readiness to help in the identification of weapons *°. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 


Kucherov 


Table of the movement of strikes at enterprises of the state industry 


| dl ler 
i zone |rea |Total 


of the USSR (September-October 1929) 


fi J 
17 (12 ixt} 
i i ‘1 lv 2 8 
0 een, 


525 











* Of these, 6 were strikes simultaneously with the demand for an 


increase in grain and food rations (document note). 

** In the document, the total is incorrect, it follows - 69. 

*** Tn the document, the total is incorrect, it follows - 2414. 
**** Tn the document, the total is incorrect, it follows - 4611. 
*#8%* Ty the document, the total is incorrect, it follows - 2031.6. 
Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU, Kucherov 

Review of the political state of the USSR in December 1929 
Top secret 

January 23, 1930 

Moscow city 


At the same time, an overview of the political state of the USSR for the 
month of December 1929 is being transmitted. The review is compiled 
on the basis of data from the Information Department of the OGPU. 


This survey, in view of its top-secret nature, should be kept on par with 
the code. Making copies and making extracts is not allowed in any case. 
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The PP of the OGPU and the heads of the regional and subdivisions of 
the OGPU can give an overview for reading to the secretaries of the 
regional committees, district and regional committees and the Bureau 
of the Central Committee of the CPSU (b). 


When reviewing 5 applications and a table. 

Deputy Chairman of the OGPU 

Berry* 

Pom. Head of the Information Department of the OGPU 
Zaporozhets 

Note: 

* Berries’ signature in the document is crossed out. 
[Workers] 

Supply of industrial districts and cities 


In the reporting month, the supply of industrial districts and the 
working population of cities with basic foodstuffs (bread and meat) was 
carried out according to firm norms and, in general, it can be considered 
regulated. The supply of vegetables (mainly potatoes and cabbage) is 
also generally satisfactory. 


In November-December, workers and employees of transport (Siberia 
and the Far Eastern Region) were supplied unsatisfactorily with 
bread. The previously existing norms for the supply of bread (16 kg of 
flour for workers and 12 kg for employees and dependents) in 
November were reduced to 12 kg for workers and 10 kg for employees, 
and 6-8 kg for dependents per month (due to a reduction in the supply 
of bread products for transport) ... The labor productivity of workers 
has decreased, the supply of steam locomotives to the trains is carried 
out with a delay, and the release of steam locomotives from repair is 
also out of time. 


In a number of the largest industrial districts, there were serious 
interruptions in fish, herring, sausage, cheese, sugar, makhorka and 
cheap varieties of cigarettes and confectionery (Yaroslavl, Vladimir, 
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Kostroma, Nizhny, Shuisky, Moscow district). In Moscow there were 
also interruptions in the supply of fish, sausages and confectionery (in 
the second half of December only expensive sweets were on 
sale). Recently, horse sausage and meat have gone on sale; special 
shops open for the sale of horsemeat are currently being phased out due 
to the low demand for this product. 


The supply of even the largest industrial districts with basic consumer 
goods - felted and leather shoes, galoshes, seasonal manufactures, 
threads (Ivanovo industrial region, Nizhny Novgorod region, Rostov, 
Grozny, Vladivostok, Samara, Krasnodar) is completely insufficient. 


In Ivanovo-Voznesensk, at the end of December, the queues for 
galoshes reached 600-800 people, in one of the shops on December 25 
there was a queue of 1500 people. In Yaroslavl, on December 4, the 
queue for galoshes reached 500 people ***. There were scandals and 
fights in the queue, and the police were called to stop them. In 
cooperation, some numbers of galoshes were not available for several 
months, and at the same time a large batch of galoshes appeared on the 
private market, sold at increased prices (with a 100% cape). In Baku, up 
to 300 people are queuing for a manufactory, woolen clothes and 
threads. 


On December 16, riots broke out at one store in Vyatka due to an acute 
shortage of leather shoes and their improper distribution °°. A crowd 
of women of about 1000 people rushed into the store, smashed the 
windows. To restore order, the police had to be called. One of the 
mounted militiamen (a detachment of mounted militia was called to the 
place) had a horse reared up and one of the women in the crowd was 
crumpled, the horse tore its coat with its hoof. This caused a sharp 
indignation from those standing in line, cries for help and threats: "You 
need to drag him off the horse", "you have no right to trample us," 
"shoot, we still die." 


Insufficient supply of scarce manufactured goods for sale and their 
distribution at enterprises according to special orders arriving in small 
quantities causes discontent among workers. 
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At the plant them. Frunze (Moscow, 2000) one pair of boots was 
received from the workers’ cooperative for distribution among the 
workers. 


At the 1st factory of the North Caucasian Shveiprom (Rostov, 700 
people), workers, having learned about the receipt of two coupons for 
stockings, four coupons for boots and one coupon for a knitted shirt, 
suggested that “the workers should not distribute, but draw up an act 
and return to EPO". 


Insufficient supplies, coupled with significant price increases in the 
private market, are causing workers to worry about maintaining real 
wages. In their speeches, workers point to a significant increase in 
prices on the private market for food and especially scarce 
manufactured goods (galoshes, leather and felted shoes, some varieties 
of manufactories, threads), which "with insufficient supply of workers 
with cooperation leads to a partial deterioration in the situation of 
workers." 


“There is nothing in the cooperative, we have to buy from a private 
owner and pay several times more, but we, the workers, cannot afford 
it” (Kolchuginsky metal plant, Ivanovo obl.). 


"They give little food, you have to buy from a private owner, but he 
pulls the last skin off the worker" (Rostov). 


Shortcomings in the work of the cooperatives (poor organization of 
supplies, late arrival of seasonal goods, mismanagement and inactivity) 
cause considerable discontent among workers. In a number of cases, in 
their speeches and private conversations, they point to the need to 
cleanse the cooperative apparatus. 


“Probably, pests have settled on the board of the cooperative and 
strangle the workers. In the summer they traded in boomazey **4, and 
now they brought in cambric * and various muslin *°. A good product 
is floated to a private trader, but a worker has nothing” (Maikop). 


“We need to take our CCC by the sides, otherwise there is nothing 
there. The board of the Central Regional Committee does not care about 
the workers; it sells potatoes at a higher price than that of the peasants, 
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and the bread ration is small” (“Paris Commune”, Kostroma shoe 
factory, Ivanovo region). 


The workers of the Lezhnevskaya factory pointed out that several tens 
of thousands of cigarettes were spoiled in EPO, herring were sold with 
the obligatory purchase of bull-calves unfit for consumption (workers 
threw away canned food). In total, goods were spoiled for 19 rubles. 


"Cooperative workers don't know how to trade." “The cooperatives are 
to blame for the interrupted supply of food to the workers, they do not 
know how to store food, there have been cases when whole wagons of 
food were thrown into a landfill as worthless” (Krasny Putilovets, 
Leningrad). 


Interruptions in supplies and shortcomings in the work of the 
cooperatives are widely used by anti-Soviet elements who agitate in 
production and in queues against the entire policy of the Party, and 
especially against the policy of the Party in the countryside. 


Workers’ Attitude to Party Policy in the Countryside 


The main cadres of workers fully approve of the Party's decisions to 
intensify collective farm development and to mobilize 25,000 
workers *” to work in the countryside. 


The mobilization in the largest industrial areas caused a significant 
upsurge in the mood of the workers. Despite the inadequacy of 
explanatory work (in some enterprises, there is a complete absence), the 
voluntary registration of workers to work in the countryside gave 
figures 2-3 times higher than the planned allocation (Tver, Moscow, 
Leningrad, Nizhniy). 


In Nizhny Novgorod, 800 people were supposed to be mobilized on 
January 1, but already on December 21, over 2000 volunteers signed up. 
In Leningrad, on December 18, 8% thousand volunteers signed 
up. According to the "Skorokhod" function, the allotment was given for 
100 people, 280 signed up. There were 300 volunteers at the Krasny 
Putilovets, etc. In Tver there were over 1000 people who volunteered to 
work in the village, with an allotment for 360 people. 


Qualitatively, the composition of volunteers in a number of districts is 
insufficiently satisfactory: the percentage of skilled workers with 
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significant work experience and social and political experience is 
low. The bulk of volunteers in some even large industrial areas are low- 
skilled workers (in Nizhny Novgorod, among the registered workers of 
high and medium qualifications, only 19% and low qualifications 81%) 
with little work experience. Among those who signed up were a 
significant number of politically underdeveloped, lacking the necessary 
political experience and insufficiently suitable for leadership in the 
countryside. 


The facts of the presence among the volunteers of people who are anti- 
Soviet, socially alien and declassed, as well as truants, drunkards, etc. 


Among the volunteers of the machine shop of the shipbuilding 
department at Krasny Sormovo (Nizhny Novgorod) were: Zharkov - 
expelled from the CPSU as a Trotskyist, squandered public 
money; Dubov - negligently refers to production, shows merciless 
tendencies. At the plant them. Lenin, the worker Filatov signed up - 
two times convicted of hooliganism.In the Dzerzhinsky district 
(construction and assembly office), two workers with a kulak economy 
signed up. 


Leningrad. In the Molodaya Gvardia printing house, worker Fedotov 
was assigned to work in the countryside, who was recently issued a 
warning about dismissal for systematic absenteeism and was 
reprimanded by the factory for disrupting the meeting. Fedotov was 
removed from the brigade for shirking work. At Krasny Putilovets, the 
selection committee selected 163 candidates for the following reasons: 
the presence of a well-to-do economy in the countryside, lack of 
authority among workers, passivity in social work, drunkenness, greed, 
convictions, expulsion from the CPSU during the purge, connection 
with an alien element. At the Krasny Triangle plant, four volunteers 
were expelled from the party for the Trotskyist opposition. 


Selmashstroy (SKK). Brought to work in the countryside: 1) a laborer 
in a mechanical workshop Pankratov with 3 years of production 
experience, nicknamed "poor" in the workshop for lack of any 
organizational ability;2) Mukhov - politically undeveloped and 
unrestrained; 3) Bogdanov - expelled from the CPSU (b) for 
drunkenness. 
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Along with the approval by the bulk of the workers of the Party's policy 
in the countryside, among some of the workers who have recently come 
to production and have farms in the countryside, there is an insufficient 
understanding of the Party's policy in the countryside and, on this 
basis, susceptibility, in some cases, to kulak agitation. 


Under the influence of the agitation of the kulaks on the part of these 
groups of workers, instructions were noted that "they are pressing on 
all the peasants, offending the peasants, driving them" into the 
collective farms, that the pace of collective farm construction has led to 
a deterioration in the situation of the peasantry and the entire country. 


In some cases, such sentiments are also shown by individual party 
members: "They completely offend the peasants, they have taken away 
the grain, now they are demanding a tax in kind" (SVO, Guryevsky 
factory, Krasny Oktyabr). 


“There will be no good with this policy. There will be a hunger strike 
and peasant unrest” (“Krasny Putilovets”, member of the CPSU). 


"The peasants have been crushed by taxes, the peasants are starving, 
the peasants are no longer raising livestock" (Leningrad, "Red 
October"). 


"These collective farms will torture us, they do not give anything, there 
will be famine with the collective farms" ("Krasnoe Sormovo"). 


"Collective farms will not give anything good, they will lead to the fact 
that they will sow one tithe, only for themselves" (AMO, Moscow). 


“It would be better if the peasant was allowed to develop freely without 
any collective and state farms, then there would be no hunger” (factory 
named after Radishchev, Leningrad). 


These groups of workers regard the mass mobilization in the 
countryside as sending "thousands more freeloaders" who "in the 
village will sit on the peasant's neck" (Leningrad enterprises). There are 
also indications that those who are reluctant to work go to the village 
to receive money from the peasants (Krasnoe Sormovo, Nizhniy). 


The following fact is characteristic as an indicator of insufficient 
understanding by individual groups of workers of the essence of 
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collectivization. A worker at Gortramvaya (Rostov-on-Don) said that 
the decision on complete collectivization was greeted with hostility by 
all strata of the peasantry, among whom rumors spread that after 
collectivization the peasants would be assigned to a certain job, they 
would not be released from the village, everyone would receive food in 
kind. everyone will be dressed in the same uniform; children will be 
taken to orphanages and parents will be allowed to see them once a 
week. 


The individual kulak and anti-Soviet elements that exist among the 
workers are conducting systematic agitation aimed at discrediting the 
Party's policy in the countryside, especially the development of 
collective farm development. 


Presenting in their speeches the attack on the kulak as pressure on the 
entire peasantry, agitating against the collective farms, where "only 
idlers go", the kulak elements in state-owned enterprises are 
increasingly switching to clearly insurrectionary and defeatist 
agitation. 


Particularly frequent are the harsh anti-Soviet actions of individuals 
among the builders. “The power, as you can see, can only plunder and 
ruin the peasant economy; life was better under serfdom than now, 
everything is confiscated, taken away” (Guryev factory, Ignatovskaya 
factory, SVO). 


“They take away the bread from the peasants with rifles. Now life has 
become worse than in tsarist times "(Leningrad,” Krasny Oktyabr ", 
Mechanical No. 7, etc.). 


“The government has taken on something else. No one can rule the 
country, there is a riot all around. They did not have long to exist” 
(Krasny Perekop, Yaroslavl). 


“The peasants are forcibly driven into collective farms. Hurry, the war 
would start, we would hang all these bastards of communists” (the 
foundry worker, the Borets plant in Moscow, has a well-to-do 
economy). 


"The last time is now being taken away, they will soon fail" (he has a 
farm with hired labor, the Metallolampa plant in Moscow). A worker 
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who has an agriculture and is engaged in the purchase and sale of 
poultry: "They take everything from the peasants, they force them to 
sell the last cow." "The peasants are going to go on the offensive against 
Moscow", "They are burning the collective farms, this is how it should 
be, all the same these collective farms are covered." 


“Socialism is being built on the bones of workers and peasants. The 
communists are selfish, they starve the people. All of them must be 
outweighed. Power must be given to those who are able to establish a 
working life” (Krasnogvardeets, Leningrad). 


“The Soviet government strangled the peasants with taxes. Forced to 
enroll in collectives by force. The communists have brought us to the 
point that we will have to win our rights by force of arms” (Mosstroy). 


“They don't allow individual farms to develop. The peasants are 
patient, but their patience will burst, and they will make a second 
revolution, then the communists will get it, as the oppressors of the 
peasants” (Mosstroy). 


At the construction of Mosstroy No. 3001, a bricklayer spoke: "We must 
present an ultimatum to the Soviet government in a resolution, let it 
provide the peasantry with everything necessary, or - down with 
collectivization, down with loans." The meeting was disrupted, the 
workers rejected a resolution on the collectivization of agriculture. 


Attention is drawn to the attitude of individual workers of the Kolomna 
plant to collectivization. Cases of agitation of workers among the 
peasants were noted to "drive out from the countryside the speakers 
who come there on the question of the transition to collectivization, not 
to go to meetings and not to send women to them." One worker in the 
group said: “In the spring of 1930, we will all be in collectives, but this 
should not be allowed to happen.We need to fight against 
collectivization, we all need to defend as one our decision not to join 
the collective. " The statement was supported by a group of workers. 


Anti-Soviet protests at enterprises 


At state enterprises in a number of districts (LPO, West, Nizhny 
Novgorod Territory, SVK), an increase in the activity of the anti-Soviet 
element is noted. Particularly harsh performances of the ASE * were 
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noted in connection with the deployment of the collective agreement 
campaign and the development of the 2nd day of industrialization. The 
anti-Soviet element in its speeches makes wide use of the dissatisfaction 
of groups of workers with food difficulties, rising prices and the weak 
work of the cooperatives. In raising the issue of food difficulties, the 
anti-Soviet element is conducting intensified agitation, which boils 
down to the fact that the party's wrong policy in the countryside is the 
source of the difficulty. The anti-Soviet element spreads rumors among 
the workers that "the peasants are being forcibly driven into collective 
farms", that "the poor are being strangled along with the kulak." The 
activity of the anti-Soviet element in enterprises is manifested in the 
form of the activities of groups, the distribution of leaflets, 


Note: 
* Anti-Soviet element. 
Anti-Soviet groups 


An increase in the activity of anti-Soviet groups is noted in a number of 
enterprises. An analysis of the composition of the groupings shows that 
in the main the leading role in the groupings belongs to class alien and 
declassed elements. 


At the plant them. Voroshilov (Leningrad), in the mechanical repair 
shop the group was headed by a former captain of the tsarist army, a 
former Menshevik and the son of a district police station °°. At the 
LSPO bakery, the initiators of the anti-Soviet protest were a former 
employee of the St. Petersburg prison administration, the son of a large 
restaurateur **° (formerly an officer) and the son of the owner of a 
bakery. 


In a number of cases, the groupings carry out significant preparatory 
work before performances. 


At the EPO Mill (CCM), during its work, the ASE group held meetings 
on the issue of opposing the new collective agreement. At Khlebozavod 
No. 4 (Leningrad), before discussing the issue of working off the 
industrialization day, members of the group bypassed the workers, 
persuading them to support their protests against labor. At the GOZ 
(Leningrad), the leader of the group during his work instructed a group 
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of workers: "Our task is to add fuel to the fire, to prove by speaking at 
meetings that the Soviet government does not coordinate its policy with 
the workers with regard to collective agreements." 


A number of open speeches aimed at disrupting the party's activities 
were noted. In this respect, the following facts deserve attention. 


At the Rumyantsevskaya Cloth Factory (SVK), at a bow evening in the 
presence of about 200 peasants, one of the ASE said in a speech: 
“Peasants, admit that red carts are created by force. We workers are 
forced to work harder and harder, but grain is scarce. It is necessary to 
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demand a change in the party's policy on the peasant question. ' 


At the Nizhne-Vyksa plant GOMZs (Nizhny Novgorod Territory), a 
group of people associated with the village led the agitation in the 
shops. "With the current food situation, it is necessary to demand an 
increase in wages." 


It is noteworthy that in some cases the activities of the groups, due to 
insufficient resistance from local organizations, had partial success. In 
a number of enterprises, meetings and proposals of local organizations 
have been disrupted. 


At a number of Leningrad factories (Voroshilov Plant, Optical Plant, 
etc.), ASE groups for a short time thwarted a number of campaigns 
(elections to the FZK, subscription to a loan, etc.). At the Pesochenskaya 
faience factory (Bryansk), the ASE group disrupted an evening 
dedicated to the results of the production plan. ASE performances also 
had some success in individual shops of Izhevsk plants (Nizhny 
Novgorod region). 


In terms of its composition, forms of activity and a number of sharp 
anti-Soviet actions, the group at the Vulkan plant (Leningrad) attracts 
attention. The group included a former officer, a punisher at Yudenich, 
had four Georgy *”, a former provocateur, a former nobleman, the son 
of the Odessa police chief, a kulak who was on trial by the collegium, 
as well as several Trotskyists. The members of the group were closely 
bonded, often met in production, arranged meetings in pubs, where 
they agreed on the time and nature of the performances. The members 
of the group in the workshops were agitating: “The Soviet government 


536 


squeezed the workers; it became impossible to live. Any working off, 
deductions, loans, rip off from all sides. " 


“The grain is forcibly taken from the peasants, they are not carrying red 
carts, but peasant tears. As under military communism, detachments 
come and take the peasants by the throats. " 


The group thwarted the industrialization day; at a flying meeting about 
the events in India, *°! members of the group shouted: "We must protest 
not against violence in India, but in Russia, the prisons are full, we must 
create a society to help prisoners not in India, but in Russia." 


Leaflets 


The growing activity of the anti-Soviet element is also reflected in the 
increase in the number of anti-Soviet leaflets and anonymous letters 
found in a number of enterprises.In December, according to 
incomplete information, only 42 names of leaflets were found (in the 
Moscow region - 7, in Siberia - 10 and in the Urals - 7). The main content 
of the leaflets is sharp attacks against the policy of the party in the 
countryside, against collective farm development, etc. Here are some of 
the most typical excerpts: “The grain procurements were completed 
successfully. Everything was taken away from the peasants under the 
whisk, and the worker was forced to starve” (Nizhny Novgorod 
Territory). 


“The Soviet government mocks the workers, forcing the workers to 
starve. The peasants were completely crushed by unbearable 
extortions” (anonymous letter, SVK). 


In some cases, leaflets with threats to the workers of the cooperative 
were found. 


Trotskyist activities 


In some Moscow enterprises, in connection with the renegotiation of 
collective agreements, a certain revival of the activities of the 
Trotskyists was noted. There were facts of distribution of leaflets- 
theses. The leaflets indicate the deterioration of the position of the 
working class, the bureaucratization of the professional apparatus, etc. 
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In special theses for garment workers °, the requirement was put 
forward to reduce production rates by 25% and to distribute 50% of the 
profits from socialist competition among workers. The Trotskyists' 
speeches were not successful among the workers. 


Strikes and conflicts at state-owned enterprises 


In December, 19 strikes with 1549 participants were recorded at state- 
owned enterprises (in November 32 strikes with 1860 participants). 


A number of strikes and conflicts took place among textile workers (5 
strikes with 304 participants) in connection with lower wages, 
worsening working conditions, etc. Discontent in some cases was 
exacerbated by the fact that workers learned about the decline only 
when they received check books. 


The most serious conflicts were noted at the weaving mill No. 2 
“Proletarian dictatorship” of the Orekhovo-Zuevsky district °°. (150 
workers, having learned from their paybooks about the reduction in 
wages, did not work for 1% hours.) And at the Krasny Perekop factory 
(Yaroslavl Okrug, Ivanovo weaving apprentices). Having learned from 
the checkbooks about the reduction in wages, groups of workers on 
December 12, stopping their machines, went to the office for an 
explanation. Some apprentices threatened to refer the case to the 
prosecutor's office. 


In the metal industry, attention is drawn to the strike at the 
plant. Schmidt (Leningrad).On December 21, 310 workers did not 
work for 2 hours due to delayed wages. The work began after the 
announcement of the immediate payment of wages. 


A significant strike (400 workers stopped work) took place at the 
construction of Lesbel in the Uzdensky district of the Minsk 
district. The workers' dissatisfaction was caused by illegal actions and 
rough treatment of foremen (the apparatus on the building was clogged 
with a socially alien element). 


On December 18, 100 workers went on strike in the gold mines of the 
Kamensky district (Buryat-Mongolia), dissatisfied with low wages and 
the failure to provide work clothes. 


Delaying the renegotiation of collective agreements 
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For a number of enterprises in large industrial regions (Nizhny 
Novgorod Territory, Ivanovo Region, Leningrad and some others), a 
delay was noted in the renewal of collective agreements due to the 
inattentive attitude of the higher trade union and economic bodies to 
the campaign and the conflict of a significant number of clauses of the 
new collective agreement. 


In a number of cases, the higher trade union and economic 
organizations failed to send in time draft new collective agreements, 
directives and industrial financial plans. 


In the Nizhny Novgorod Territory, the groups of metal plants and 
woodworking factories of the Kanavinsky District in December have 
not yet received an industrial financial plan. 


In the Ivanovo region the automobile plant (Yaroslav] district) did not 
receive any directives from Autotrest until the 20th of December. At the 
Urshelsky glass factory (Vladimirsky district), the draft of a new 
collective agreement was not sent by the branch department of the 
Union of Chemists. At the glass factory "Krasny Khimik" (Vladimirsky 
district), the project was sent at the end of November, all the 
explanatory work was crumpled. 


On some enterprises, serious disagreements arose between trade 
unions and economic agencies on a number of points of the new 
collective agreements. This was especially noted in Leningrad, where 
for individual enterprises there is a very significant number of disputed 
points submitted for resolution to arbitration. 


At the plant to them. Marty, an agreement between the trade union and 
the economic bodies has not been reached on 30 points of the new 
collective agreement. 


According to the Krestovsky sawmill them. Kalinin, the agreement was 
not concluded due to disagreements between the trade union of 
woodworkers and Sevzaples (deadline - November). The statement of 
representatives of the Union is characteristic that "there is nothing to 
hurry with the agreement, since last year it was concluded in March." 


At the factory "Lenzhet" 10 out of 75 points of the collective agreement 
were accepted, the remaining 65 points remained controversial. 
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At the Krasny Profintern plant (Vladimirsky district), the lack of 
agreement between the trade union and the economic agencies on the 
amount of the wage increase under the new contract resulted in the fact 
that after the official announcement of the 7% increase to the workers, 
an order was received from the economic agencies about a 3% increase, 
with which the chairman of the factory committee did not agree ... 


In Grozneft, the inconsistency between the Union of Miners and the 
management came to light from the very beginning of the campaign. 


According to an agreement with the Union of Miners, the Grozneft 
administration was to submit its conclusion to the draft collective 
agreement within 3 days and only after that submit the draft for mass 
discussion. Grozneft, having received the draft on November 2, did not 
give any conclusion to the Union for two weeks, but put forward its 
counter-project and sent it to the enterprises without the knowledge of 
the Union. At the same time, the Union of Miners, without waiting for 
the conclusion of Grozneft, printed its draft and also sent it to the 
localities. 


It should be noted that the Union of Miners, having put forward in its 
project a new wage scale %* developed by the All-Union Central 
Council of Trade Unions, did not take into account that with a wage 
coefficient of 9 1.0 to 2.0, the smallest increase in the daily rate (2-5 
kopecks) is received by workers 3 Of the 1st and 4th categories, of which 
the largest percentage is at Grozneftepromysly. 


Grozneft, however, has outlined a reduction in the rate of the Ist 
category to 1 ruble. 38 kopecks, in order to increase the daily wage of 
workers of the 3rd category due to this reduction, against which the 
miners’ union categorically objects. 


In such an uncoordinated form, the draft was submitted for discussion 
at workers' meetings. 


Logging 


The logging campaign in Sevkrai °°, Leningrad and Ural regions is 
proceeding at a slow pace, due to serious mistakes of logging 
organizations. 
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The task of harvesting by January 1, 1930. 45% of the annual plan was 
not fulfilled in the most important regions (in Sevkrai, 25.4% were 
harvested on January 1, 1930, and only 4.2% of the annual task was 
taken out of the forest, in the Leningrad Region, without the Karelian 
Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic, on December 10, 1929, only 
28.2% of the plan was prepared), in the Irbit District of the Ural 
Region. as of December 20, firewood was procured at the rate of 16% of 
the quarterly plan). 


There are significant abnormalities in the recruitment of labor for 
logging. The lack of planning in the distribution of recruitment areas, 
competition between procurement organizations, distortions of the 
class line, negligence and indiscretion in the recruitment of labor led to 
an extremely slow rate of recruitment, in some cases the departure of 
significant parties of lumberjacks to other areas (about 1,500 people 
from the Komi region left for the Urals) ... 


The situation is clearly unsatisfactory with the actual employment of 
recruited lumberjacks: in Sevkrai, as of December 20, 1929, employment 
accounted for 44.4% of the total number of recruited lumberjacks; in the 
Chatkorinsky forestry of the Shadrinsky district, only 20% of the 
required workforce has started work; the percentage of horse-drawn 
lumberjacks on December 20, 1929 was only 12.6% of all horse-drawn 
lumberjacks (Sevkrai) 397. 


At the same time, the departure of loggers from work is significant: in 
the Arkhangelsk District, from December 1 to 10, more than 1,000 
people left their jobs, in the Nyandomsk District - 3,500 people. In the 
Kordinsky forestry of the Kungursk district (Ural), out of 470 workers, 
only 90 people remained. The fact of mass departure from work of 
Komsomol members (Ivanovo industrial region) was noted. 


The departure of lumberjacks from work is mainly caused by major 
abnormalities in the everyday services of lumberjacks: an 
unsatisfactory situation with housing, drinking water, medical care, 
and especially the presence of major shortcomings in the supply of 
lumberjacks with food and_ basic necessities (significant 
underperformance of the delivery plan: 74% of , for groats - 53%, for 
footwear - 5.4%; delay of goods in the central bases; significant 
remoteness of distribution points 10-12 versts from the place of work, 
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poor quality of products). On this basis, anumber of conflicts have been 
registered among loggers. 


Due to insufficient food supply in the Shmakovsky district of Dalles, 
lumberjacks were ill. 


Deficiencies in the organization of logging are widely used by the 
kulaks, who are campaigning in villages and in logging for the 
disruption of logging. 


Abuse by Labor Exchange 


In the offices of labor exchanges in a number of districts (Moscow, 
Ukraine, Nizhny Novgorod Territory, Ivanovo industrial region), 
major abuses were noted: sending to work for bribes, forgery of 
documents, protectionism, communication of workers with an alien 
element, etc. 


In a number of cities (Moscow, Kiev, Nizhniy, Murom), the presence of 
underground labor exchanges was discovered that sent an alien 
element (traders, speculators, "disenfranchised", etc.) to work for bribes 
using forged documents. Black exchanges arose after the deregistration 
of labor exchanges during the purge of a number of socially alien and 
not in need of work. 


At the Kiev Labor Exchange, at the apartment of the authorized 
collective of the Comborbez, a group of workers in the laborers’ section 
counterfeited the exchange forms, registered and sent to work for 
bribes. The group sent 60 people to work, including a predominantly 
foreign element. In the case, 20 employees of the exchange were 
arrested. 


In the case of the Kharkov and Stalin labor exchanges, over 70 people 
were brought to justice. 


Large abuses were also disclosed in the Kanavinskaya and 
Muromskaya labor exchanges of the Nizhny Novgorod Territory, 
where the head. sections and employees of the exchange systematically 
get drunk in the company of an alien element, it is practiced sending to 
work persons removed from the register of the exchange for various 
services and remuneration. Facts of stealing stock exchange stamps, 
registration coupons, destruction of registration cards of the 

542 


unemployed, etc. were noted on the stock exchanges. ...One of the 
employees of the Nizhny Novgorod Stock Exchange received about 
3000 such coupons in a short time. 


Village 
Mass sale and slaughter 


Throughout December, in a number of regions of the Union, there was 
a massive sale and slaughter of livestock by various layers of the 
village. The widest slaughter and sale of livestock are observed in the 
Central Black Earth Region, on the Middle Volga, SKK, Bashkiria, 
Tatarstan, and Belarus. In some areas, as a result, there was a real threat 
of a reduction in horse traction and a successful sowing campaign. The 
main reasons for the slaughter and sale in most of the districts were the 
rumors widespread by the kulaks about the impending forced seizure 
of cattle for transfer to collective farms; the desire of some of those 
entering the newly organized collective farms to sell livestock in 
advance; lack of feed (North Caucasus, Bashkiria). The prosperous 
kulak elements of the village, being the initiators of the slaughter and 
sale of livestock, in some places they seek to create the appearance of 
"self-dispossession" to facilitate their access to the collective farm. There 
are the following features in individual areas. 


NORTH CAUCASUS 


Krayzhivotnovodsoyuz and other cattle suppliers over the past 3 
months have fulfilled 70% of the annual target (in the Kabardino- 
Balkarian region, the plan has been fulfilled by 100%). Despite this, 
procurement continues at an accelerated pace. 


In August and September 1929, an average of 53,000 heads were 
harvested along the edge, and in October-December, up to 92,000 heads 
were harvested. The procurement of unplanned organizations also 
increased significantly, and the slaughter of livestock by the peasantry 
for salting and selling meat increased. Prices for livestock, and in 
particular for horses, fell sharply (an average of 30 rubles per horse in a 
number of districts of the Maikop, Salsk districts and the Kabardino- 
Balkarian region). 
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From the beginning of December, increased sales of working and 
productive livestock began to be observed in areas of complete 
collectivization, as well as in areas preparing for the organization of 
large collective farms. The squandering of non-socialized livestock 
takes place on collective farms, especially when decisions are made 
about 100% socialization of livestock. 


The massive sale of livestock by the middle and poor strata is largely 
due to the lack of coarse and concentrated feed. In lean areas, 50% of 
livestock is sold at the expense of middle and poor farms. Sales 
tendencies among some part of the middle peasantry are mainly the 
result of intensified agitation by kulak-anti-Soviet elements. Part of the 
middle peasants sells their livestock, motivating this by "unwillingness 
to hand it over to collective farms above the norm." 


CENTRAL BLACK EARTH REGION 


As a result of the massive sale of livestock, some areas were left barren 
from workers and cattle by more than 60%. In some areas, meat is salted 
in large quantities for personal use, and horse meat, mainly foals, gets 
into the salting. Leatherette organizations buy meat for leather at low 
prices, and among the killed horses there was a significant percentage 
of able-bodied and young (Orel, Kursk). 


The sale and slaughter of livestock by the main strata of the village is 
often the result of kulak agitation, especially in areas that are slated to 
move to complete collectivization. 


UKRAINE 


The mass character of the slaughter of cattle was noted in Sumy, 
Berdichev, Chernigov and in a number of other districts as a result of 
intensified agitation of the kulaks and widespread various provocative 
rumors. The situation is most unfavorable in the Sumy district, where 
the slaughter of cattle reaches 75% of the available quantity. Along with 
the intensified agitation of the kulaks, there is no sufficient explanatory 
work among the main strata of the countryside. 


MIDDLE VOLGA REGION 


Mass sale and slaughter of livestock were observed mainly in some 
areas of the Samara, Syzran, Ulyanovsk and Kuznetsk districts. The 
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main buyers of the livestock sold for a pittance were the Tatars, who 
sold them in the form of meat or speculated in Nizhny, Kazan. Part of 
the middle peasantry motivates the sale of livestock by fear of 
socializing them when joining collective farms. A case was registered 
when, after a general meeting passed a decision on socializing livestock, 
members of a collective farm, led by the chairman, slaughtered all 
livestock (Andreevsky district of the Samara district). The squandering 
of livestock by the poor and middle peasants in a number of cases is the 
result of industrial difficulties and a lack of feed. 


LOWER VOLGA REGION 


Cattle are sold mainly by the kulak-wealthy elements and by some part 
of the middle peasantry. In some areas of the Volsky and Astrakhan 
districts, the loss of large and small livestock is 50% of the total 
availability of it. The kulaks motivate the sale of livestock by fear of 
seizing them for failure to fulfill the tasks for grain 
procurement. Among a part of the middle peasantry, the sale of 
livestock is caused by the fear of its socialization together with 
collectivization. 


TATARIA 


As a result of the agitation of kulak and anti-Soviet elements, there is a 
massive sale and slaughter of working and productive livestock, 
mainly young animals, in a number of regions. The squandering of 
livestock also takes place on collective farms. The destruction of cattle 
by the kulaks is conditioned by the desire for "self-dispossession" in 
order to facilitate their entry into collective farms. The main motive for 
the sale of livestock by middle peasant groups is the indication that 
"they will socialize on the collective farm; it will not be mine 
anyway.” The increased supply of livestock caused a strong decline in 
prices for it. In the Laptev region, a workhorse is estimated at 25-30 
rubles. 


BASHKIRIA 


The slaughter and sale of livestock in individual districts takes on a 
mass character, and the livestock is sold mainly by the kulak- 
prosperous strata of the village, striving for "impoverishment". The sale 
of livestock by part of the middle peasantry is caused partly by the 
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desire to stock up on money savings "in case of leaving the collective 
farm" and the unwillingness to donate livestock to collective farms 
above the norm. A significant reason for the sale of livestock, especially 
for the low-powered groups of the village, is the lack of feed and food 
difficulties. In a number of villages, the poor, experiencing grain 
difficulties and a lack of forage, are forced to slaughter their livestock 
for food (Argayash canton, Belebey canton, etc.). 


The massive importation of livestock to the market caused a significant 
decrease in prices for it. State and cooperative stockholders do not have 
time to make purchases. Bashzhivotnovodsoyuz has already fulfilled 
the annual task of stocking cattle by 150%. 


BELARUS 


To characterize the size of the sale of livestock, the example of the 
Rogachevsky district of the Bobruisk district deserves attention (an 
agro-industrial plant is being built in the district). As a result of kulak 
agitation, untimely adoption by local organizations of decisive 
measures to combat the squandering of livestock by entering collective 
farms and newly organized collective farms, and the slow pace of 
socialization of livestock among those entering collective farms, in the 
area where the combine was established, the sale of livestock has taken 
on a massive scale over the past two months. In total, according to 
incomplete data, in the Rogachev district, 1,700 head of cattle were sold 
in November and December. For the needs of the plant under 
construction in the spring, 80,000 head of livestock will be needed, but 
currently, according to statistics, there are only 8-9 thousand in the 
region. 


Despite the ban on the sale of livestock, the sale of livestock continues 
illegally, and regulations on the prohibition of the sale of livestock are 
often violated not only by private speculators-buyers, but also by 
agents of various cattle-procurement organizations (agents of 
Belmyastorg, various dairy-livestock associations, etc.).In order to 
obtain permission from the veterinary assistant to sell livestock, 
individual middle peasants, members of collective farms, resort to 
deliberate mutilation of their cows (collective farm "Budennovets"). 
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Selling their livestock before joining kolkhozes, kolkhozniks buy all 
kinds of clothes, footwear, etc., and in some cases drink them on drink. 


Resettlement of the kulaks 


In a number of districts of the NEC, the North Caucasus, Kazakhstan 
and the Central Black Earth Region, cases of relocation of wealthy kulak 
farms to other districts and outside the regions were noted. Among the 
migrants, the main contingent is the restrained in grain procurement. 


NORTH CAUCASUS 


The resettlement of the kulak-wealthy elements is observed in almost 
all districts of the NCC. The widest size of resettlement is noted in the 
Kuban, Tersk, Maikop, Donskoy, Salsk and  Armavir 
districts. According to incomplete data, the resettlement movement 
covered up to 130 points, over 1220 people left. The main contingent of 
immigrants are kulaks, mostly well-to-do (96%), along with this some 
middle peasants (4%) have moved. Most of the immigrants are ex- 
whites, ex-bandits, punishers and other anti-Soviet elements. They 
move mainly to the ‘Transcaucasia, in _ particular, to 
Mugan * (Azerbaijan). Up to 100 people left one Kuban Okrug for 
Mugan. The other part leaves for other cities and rural areas of the 
region, preliminarily liquidating their farms. A large number of illegal 
departures of kulaks from various regions of the Tersky, Salsky, 
Donskoy districts were registered. The main motives for resettlement 
are the infringement of the kulaks in grain procurement. 


LOWER VOLGA REGION 


Kulak-prosperous elements from separate districts of the NVK are 
moving to different places of the Union. As of December 1, 664 people 
left one Balashovsky district, 2000 people left the Cherkassky district of 
the Volsky district. Kulaks are resettled mainly from areas of complete 
collectivization, while hiding the place of the new settlement. In some 
cases, migrating kulak-anti-Soviet elements, before leaving, threaten 
with reprisals against local activists and persistently spread rumors 
about the emerging political bands. The main motive for the 
resettlement is the infringement of the kulaks in grain procurement. 


CENTRAL BLACK EARTH REGION 
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There have been registered individual cases of kulaks leaving the 
country, restrained in grain procurements. Those leaving do not name 
the place of their intended settlement. In with. Petropavlovka of the 
Rossoshansk district, a number of kulaks fined for not delivering grain 
surpluses fled the village. The kulaks, just like in the NIAC, spread 
rumors about the emerging political bands. 


KAZAKHSTAN 


From the Petropavlovsk, Kustanai and Akmola districts, groups of 
kulak farms are moving to other districts and _ outside 
Kazakhstan. From the Kostanay district, some kulak farms move to 
Siberia. From s. Pervoglinsky Petropavlovsk district during December 
30 kulak farms left. 


Grain procurement 


As of January 1, 1930 (according to the NKTorg data), the grain 
procurement plan for all crops in the USSR was fulfilled in the amount 
of 95.2%; for grain crops - by 99.5% and for food crops - by 91.6%. 


In some districts there is a significant overfulfillment of the plan: 
Leningrad region. - 700.3% of the plan, IPO - 192%, Western region. - 
180.5%, Nizhny Novgorod Territory - 158.7%, BSSR - 142.1%. The 
lagging Sevkrai also exceeded its plan by 22%. However, the total share 
of the regions listed above does not exceed 3% of the procurements in 
the USSR. 


The most lagging regions in terms of procurement are the North 
Caucasus, DVK, Kazakhstan, SVK. 


The kinks and twists of the class line continued to be noted throughout 
December. In some cases, systematic distortions of the class line during 
grain procurement were the result of contamination of the grassroots 
co-apparat with an obviously hostile element. Particularly noteworthy 
are those identified in the village. The Pakhutins of the Proskurovsky 
district of the Ukrainian SSR and in the Alekseevsky district of the 
Buguruslan district of the SVK are facts of a systematic curvature of the 
class line (for details, see Appendix [No. 1] on excesses in the SCC, see 
below). 
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Increased resistance of the kulaks to measures related to grain 
procurement continues to be noted in December, right up to the regions 
that have already fulfilled the plan. However, in most regions, the 
number of terrorist attacks on the basis of grain procurements has 
significantly decreased. 


A decrease was also given by mass demonstrations on the basis of grain 
procurements (with an almost stable state, and in some places an 
increase in the number of mass demonstrations on the basis of 
collectivization and religious). Of the mass demonstrations on the basis 
of grain procurements, special attention should be paid to the 
performance in the Sinkovsky region of the Kupyansk district of 
Ukraine, which covered the population of four villages. The speech was 
caused by excesses in relation to all layers of a number of villages in the 
region. The kulak elements used this moment to lead and inspire a 
performance that lasted for several days (see the special section on mass 
demonstrations for details). 


Along with the active forms of opposition of the kulak-anti-Soviet 
elements to grain procurements, it should be noted that migratory 
tendencies have intensified in a number of places among the kulaks 
who are being infringed on grain procurements (see the section 
"Resettlement of the kulaks"). 


The situation in connection with grain procurements in the backward 
regions is characterized by the following main points. 


NORTH CAUCASUS 
Workpiece travel 


The rate of grain procurement continued to remain extremely weak 
throughout December. As of January 1, along the edge, the plan was 
fulfilled by 73.1%, the December plan was fulfilled by 25%. More than 
40 million poods remained unprepared. The majority of the districts 
gave a decrease. Of the national oblasts, Chechnya is the most lagging 
behind - 29% by January 1, 1930. The grain procurement assistance 
commissions and local shock brigades, lacking proper leadership, in a 
number of cases displayed depressive moods. Mass work among the 
poor and middle peasants is poorly developed everywhere. 
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Kinks and curvatures 


Kinks and distortions continued to be noted and even intensified both 
in the lagging districts and in those where the plan was close to being 
fulfilled. In a number of points in the Kuban, Terek and Donskoy 
District, inventories and seizures of property from poor and middle 
peasants were carried out. Cases of illegal seizure of grain from middle 
peasants and their arrests were registered.In some places, when 
carrying out individual processing, the workers of the komsodov and 
village councils allowed direct abuse of individual middle peasants 
(Kuban District, the villages of Chelbasskaya and _ Staro- 
Derevnyakovskaya). Along with excesses in relation to the middle 
peasants and the poor peasants, there was a weak pressure on the kulak 
from some grassroots workers (Donetsk and Kuban districts). 


Anti-Soviet manifestations in connection with grain procurements 


Active opposition of the kulaks to grain procurements continued to be 
noted along with the resettlement movement described above. In 
places, the fierceness of the kulak takes the form of brutal reprisals 
against the grain procurement activists. 


Fists stts. Krivlyanskoy Donskoy district, after beating an active grain 
procurement worker (collective farm chairman), threw him into hay 
and set him on fire. 


According to incomplete data, from December 1 to December 20, 30 
terrorist attacks in connection with grain procurements and other 
campaigns were registered in the region (excluding the national 
regions). The most active opposition to grain procurement was 
developed by kulak-anti-Soviet elements in the national regions of the 
JCC, especially in Chechnya and Ingushetia (see special section). Along 
with the armed uprising in flat Chechnya, 7 mass demonstrations were 
registered in the national regions on the basis of grain procurements in 
December, of which 5 were in Kabarda. 


The revelation of numerous cases of hiding bread in pits by fists causes 
bitterness of the kulaks. More than 45 holes were uncovered in three 
districts of the Kuban and two districts of the Stavropol District for 5 
days in December. 
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KAZAKHSTAN 


The annual plan of grain procurements (with garnets and milling 
harvest) for January 1, 1930 was fulfilled by 86.4%, for grain crops by 
95.9%. The most lagging districts in terms of implementation of the 
annual plan are Akmola, Aktobe and Kostanay districts. The weak pace 
of procurement, along with the general shortcomings of the campaign, 
was facilitated by the growth of demobilization sentiments among the 
workers of the grain procurement and grassroots Soviet apparatus. 


In the deepest parts of the Semipalatinsk district, there was a large 
accumulation of grain due to the lack of transport and interruptions in 
the supply of orders, often due to the fault of the railway administration 
and procurement bodies. Along with numerous cases of lack of 
pressure on the kulaks and bai, holders of grain surpluses, facts of gross 
excesses and distortions of the class line that affected the poor and 
middle peasants were recorded. The most striking facts of excesses are 
the spreading of assignments between the middle peasants and the 
poor who have already fulfilled the plan, searches, inventory, 
sometimes with the simultaneous removal of grain not only from the 
kulaks, but also from the middle peasants and the poor. In the Aktobe 
region, not only surplus was taken away, but also food bread, in 
connection with which 50% of the population was left without seed 
materials. In some cases, fines were applied to low-power farms, 
followed by the arrest and prosecution of the middle and poor (Akmola 
district). Cases of gross bullying of individual poor and middle 
peasants (beating, pouring cold water, locking in cold sheds, etc.) took 
place in Petropavlovsk, Akmola, Aktobe, Semipalatinsk and Ural 
districts (see Appendix [No. 2]). 


In aul No. 5 of the Khodbinsky district of the Aktobe district, the grain 
procurement officer arrested one poor man for not delivering bread, 
put him ina cold barn, as a result of which the poor man died of a cold. 


In some places, the most gross excesses were made by authorized RIKs, 
as well as rural aul communists (Petropavlovsk, Akmola 
okrugs). Along with excesses in relation to the poor and middle 
peasants, there were recorded facts of weakening of the kulaks and bays 
on the part of grassroots workers, a weak punitive policy of the courts 


551 


when fining and bringing to justice the malicious non-donors of 
surpluses (Akmola, Kostanay districts). 


Resistance of the kulaks and baysa to the grain procurement 
campaign 


The kulaks and bays everywhere continued to show increased 
resistance to grain procurements, terrorizing the aul-village active of 
procurement workers and provoking in some cases mass 
demonstrations. Along with systematic agitation against grain 
procurements, the kulaks and bais in a number of cases resort to 
liquidating farms, refusing to surrender grain surpluses. 


In Akmola and Ural districts, numerous cases of burying bread in pits 
with fists and bears were revealed. Noteworthy are the facts of the sale 
of property and livestock by beys and kulaks and attempts to hide from 
pressure on collective farms (Ural and Petropavlovsk districts). 


In the Urals District, 7 kulak groups were liquidated, which throughout 
the current grain procurement campaign were working to disrupt the 
latter. One of the liquidated groups (in the village of Bogdanovka, 
Zauralskiy district), not limited to activities in its own village, extended 
its influence to neighboring villages. The group threw out the slogan: 
"Not a pound of bread to the state, whoever will hand over bread - so 
the punishment is short." Members of the group repeatedly disrupted 
meetings on the issue of increasing the pace of grain procurement, beat 
up activists of the poor, participants in the red carts, incited national 
antagonism between Russians and Kazakhs, etc. 


DVK 


The annual grain procurement plan was fulfilled on January 1, 1930 by 
78.8%. Throughout December, the rate of procurement steadily 
decreased. As before, the procurement of forage crops is ahead of food 
crops. The grass-roots sovorgs and grain procurement organizations, 
despite repeated instructions from the regional organizations, show a 
negligent attitude towards strengthening grain procurements. There 
are numerous cases of insufficient grain distribution on kulak 
farms. The grain procurement assistance commissions are often littered 
with wealthy kulak elements. Along with the protection of the kulak, 
facts of excesses in relation to the middle and poor are recorded. 
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On the part of a number of collective farms, there have been clear 
tendencies to retain grain surpluses. The collective farms fulfilled the 
annual plan to an insignificant extent (as of December 1, 1929 - 
34.8%). There is no firm leadership of the district collective farm centers 
in the periphery. 


Kulak-anti-Soviet elements, along with sticking to bread, continue to 
terrorize rural activists and the most consistent employees of the 
apparatus. In a number of cases, the kulaks are trying in an organized 
way to disrupt meetings discussing the control figures for grain 
procurements. In parallel, various provocative rumors and systematic 
agitation against the delivery of bread are widely spread. 


Interruptions in grain supply 
BASHKIRIA 


In some volosts of the Belebeevsky canton, as a result of interruptions 
in grain supply, an acute grain crisis is noted, which is felt mainly by 
the poor and farm laborers. The Belebeevsky VIC from a number of 
families received applications for the supply of bread and food (village 
councils of Kirillovsky, Ismailovsky, Zaovrazhensky, Alekseevsky, 
Kazakno-Temakovsky). There have been isolated cases of appeals for 
food in some state farms and communes. 


KAZAKHSTAN 


In a number of villages and auls of the Ural and Aktobe districts, due 
to the lack of their own bread and interruptions in the grain supply, an 
acute crisis of bread was noted among the poor and agricultural 
laborers. In the village Sergievsky reported 5 cases of swelling of the 
poor from malnutrition. In the Pylaevsky village council, some poor 
people eat surrogates (the Urals District). Lack of bread and other 
foodstuffs reinforces the trend towards mass slaughter of livestock. In 
a number of auls, the population is strenuously using meat. Cases of 
breaking the locks of granaries (Teplovsky district) were registered. In 
the Slomikhinsky region of the Ural District, those in need of bread 
plundered 1130 poods. bread from garnets collection. 


With a significant shortage of grain among the poor in a number of 
villages, local organizations do not take decisive measures to soften 
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it. Insome villages, the poor turn to their fellow villagers for help. There 
are cases when collective farmers (Kursk district) applied for bread for 
help. In some places, those in need of bread use surrogates. 


MIDDLE VOLGA REGION 


Lack of bread among the poor in the Korovinsky region, where in a 
number of villages the poor eat quinoa. One case of swelling in a poor 
man's family has been reported. Along with the lack of bread, there is a 
lack of forage, as a result of which there is an increased mortality of 
livestock. 


Mass demonstrations in November and December 


The number of mass demonstrations in the countryside throughout the 
USSR, including the eastern national republics and regions, in 
November (89) decreased in comparison with October (133). 


December (79 performances) does not give further decline. Taking into 
account the incompleteness of the information for December, it is 
necessary to state the stability of the level of mass demonstrations in 
November and December. 


With the stability of the total number of mass demonstrations in 
November and December, their character has changed significantly. 


In November, 45% of the mass demonstrations took place on religious 
grounds, 33.6% on the basis of grain procurements and 14.5% on 
collectivization grounds, the rest 6.9%. 


In December, the percentage of speeches on religious grounds 
increased significantly - 58.2%, the number of speeches on the basis of 
grain procurement decreased by more than half - 12.6%, and the 
number of speeches on the basis of collectivization increased slightly - 
15.2%. 


The high level of mass demonstrations on religious grounds in 
November and its increase in December is explained not only by the 
intensification of anti-Soviet activity of the clergy and clericals °°, but 
to a large extent also by the increased frequency of excesses, distortions 
and mistakes when closing churches and removing bells. 
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Particularly indicative in this respect is the Central Black Earth District, 
where the closure of churches has become widespread, in violation of 
the established rules and without sufficient preparatory work among 
the population. 


At first, when the churches were closed for grain, the majority of the 
population of these points, when explaining to them the need to close 
the church, did not object to this. Then the closure of churches began 
without any need for them as premises, in places, in the order of 
competition between the grain procurement commissioners, who, in 
addition to fulfilling the grain procurement plan, considered it their 
duty to close the church (Usmansky, Ostrogozhsky and other 
districts). At the same time, the attitude of the population to the closure 
of the church was sometimes ignored and outrages were allowed on the 
part of local workers, which aroused serious discontent among 
believers: during the re-equipment of churches, local workers and 
Komsomol members made hooligan tricks, they built latrines from 
icons (the village of Kondrovka, Staro-Oskol district), ete. ... 


The kulaks and the clergy used this to organize demonstrations of 
believers (mostly women) "in defense of religion", simultaneously 
throwing out slogans of struggle against grain procurements, against 
collectivization, etc. 


Of the 29 performances in the Central Black Earth District in November 
and December 18 were religiously motivated. The mass, campaigning, 
closure of churches was stopped by a resolution of the regional 
committee of the All-Union Communist Party. 


(For typical facts of mass demonstrations on religious grounds, see 
Appendix [No. 5)). 


A significant number of speeches on the basis of grain procurements 
were caused by excesses and distortions in bringing the grain 
procurement plan to the courtyard, during the repression of grain 
donors, when the poor and middle peasant strata were hurt. Typical in 
this respect is the mass demonstration in the Kupyansk District in 
Ukraine, which covered 4 villages and was persistent and 
protracted. The performance was caused by the excesses of the working 
team, which, in excess of the fulfilled plan, produced blanks in the 
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Senkovsky district. The riots that first broke out in one village quickly 
spread to neighboring villages. The kulaks and anti-Soviet elements 
took the lead in this protest, having seriously opposed the workers who 
left to liquidate the protest (for details, see Appendix [No. 5]). 


Women predominate among the participants in mass 
demonstrations. In 136 mass demonstrations, the composition and 
number of participants in which were established in 104 cases (76.5%), 
women predominated among the participants. With the total number 
of participants in mass demonstrations in November - 16,055 people 
and in December - 13,605 people (including the eastern-national 
regions), the following districts attract attention with the highest 
average mass participation of one performance: Tatarstan, NVK, 
Ukrainian SSR, Central Chernobyl] region, SVK, BSSR. 


Of the largest performances, it should be noted: 


In the Central Black Earth District: in November - performance on the 
basis of grain procurements in the Lgov District - 800 people, the same 
in the Staro-Oskol District - 500 people, on the religious basis in the 
Rossosh District - 600 people and in the Ostrogozhsky District - 500 
people. 


In the Ukrainian SSR: in December - in the Kupyansk District, 1,000 
people performed on the basis of excesses in grain procurement, four 
villages of the Senkovsky District were covered. 


In the NVK: in November - performance on a religious basis in the 
Balashov district - 600 people, in December - on the same basis in the 
Volsky district - 500 people and the Stalingrad district - 600 people, on 
the basis of collectivization in the Volsky district - 500 people. 


In the SVK: in December - performance on a religious basis in the 
Samara District - 350 people, in November - the same in the Mordovian 
Autonomous District - 500 people. 


In the BSSR: in November on religious grounds in the Vitebsk district - 
500 people. 


In the Nizhny Novgorod Territory: in November, on the same basis, in 
the Marvin District - 300 people. 
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In the Moscow industrial region: in December, on the same soil in the 
Tula district - one 300 and the other - 400 people. 


In Kazakhstan: in November - an armed uprising in the Kustanai 
district - 500 people (see separate section on Kazakhstan). 


In Tataria: in December - performance on a religious basis in the Orsk 
canton - 800 people. 


In Bashkiria: in December - performance on a religious basis in the Ufa 
canton - 1,000 people. 


The largest number of mass demonstrations in November and 
December we have in the Central Black Region - 29, in the SVK - 21, in 
Tataria - 21, in the NVK - 19, in the autonomous republics and regions 
of the CCC - 18, including in Chechnya - 7, in the MPO - 11, in the CCM 
(without national regions) - 7. 


(For facts and tables of mass demonstrations, see Appendices [No. 3,4]). 
The political state of the national regions of the CCM 

Chechnya 

Counterrevolutionary action in flat Chechnya 


By the initial period of the measures carried out in Chechnya to 
confiscate weapons and the counter-revolutionary bandit element, 
there was an increase in the activity of the kulak-anti-Soviet element in 
flat Chechnya (see reviews for October and November 1929). 


Operational disarmament activities were mainly concentrated in the 
mountainous part of Chechnya, which is most saturated with 
weapons. In parallel with this, the strongest pressure against the kulak- 
prosperous strata was applied in the flat (field) regions of Chechnya, 
thereby provoking active opposition from the oppressed tops of the aul. 


The actions of the kulaks were in the main direction of opposing grain 
procurements. The excesses that took place during the grain 
procurement, tax and other campaigns were widely used by the kulak- 
mule elements for agitation among the main strata of the aul. 
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Back in October-November, in the villages of Goity, Bachi-Yurt and in 
others, a number of kulaks' actions, terrorist attacks against activists 
and mass demonstrations provoked by kulak-mule elements were 
recorded. By the end of November and in early December, there was a 
further revival of anti-Soviet activity in flat Chechnya, which resulted 
in a counter-revolutionary armed uprising led by the former Minister 
of War of the Uzun-Khadzhi-Shita government Istamulov. 


On December 7, two teips of *° aul of Goity, under the leadership of the 
son of Sheikh Khadzhiev, locked themselves in their quarters, setting 
up armed guards. 


December 8 in the village. The shawls were disarmed by the police on 
the basis of the inventory of the kulaks' property. 


Istamulov tried to _ establish contact with the _ bandit- 
counterrevolutionary elements of the neighboring villages in order to 
organize a wider armed uprising. In the auls of Avtury, Tsentoroi, 
Tsatsan-Yurt, Germenchik, Gendyrgen, Starye and Nizhnie Atagi, 
adjacent to the place of performance, a tense and expectant atmosphere 
was created. 


By the operational measures carried out from December 9 to 13, the 
demonstration was basically liquidated, 220 people were arrested in 
Shaly and 144 in Goyty. The leaders of the Shali and Goit protests, 
Istamulov, Khadzhiev and Kuriev, fled. 


Despite the elimination of the demonstration in Goity and Shaly, the 
situation in Chechnya continued to remain tense throughout 
December. Kulak anti-Soviet elements continued intensified rebel 
agitation and the spread of provocative rumors, calls for the 
organization of gangs and attempts to create anti-Soviet groups (the 
villages of Dyshne-Vedeno, Ali-Yurt, Beno-Yurt, Mesker-Yurt, etc.). At 
the same time, agitation against grain procurements is being conducted 
more and more vigorously. On this basis, already in late December, 
terrorist attacks and cases of active opposition to the seizure of grain 
surpluses were recorded (the villages of Avtury, Shali, 
Aslambekovskoye, V. Gaur, Berdekel, Urus-Martan). Among the 
rumors spread, a certain desire of the kulaks to create around 
Istamulov's personality an aura of "a national hero, a fighter for the 
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liberation of Chechnya from Russian domination" occupies a significant 
place. 


Despite the incessant and more and more intensifying activity of the 
kulaks, in the mood of the main strata of the aul there has been a certain 
change for the better. In a number of villages, the poor and middle 
peasants’ assemblies made decisions not to let the hiding bandits in, to 
help extradite them to the authorities, to continue grain procurement, 
etc. 


The events in Goyty and Shalyi caused a generally negative attitude 
among the workers and urban population of the region. Some 
unhealthy sentiments boiled down to the fact that, resolutely opposing 
the Goitin and Shali events, an insignificant part of the Russian workers 
spoke in favor of "reprisals against all Chechens who beat the Russians 
and rise up because the authorities care too much about them." As a 
result of the explanatory work carried out among the Chechen workers, 
some of the hesitations that took place in the first days of the protest 
almost stopped.In the statements of the Chechen workers, 
condemnation of the demonstration in Shaly and Goyty begins to 
prevail. 


INGUSHETIA 
Activity of kulak-anti-Soviet elements 


The pressure exerted on the kulaks in the course of the current 
economic campaigns, which is essentially the first most tangible blow 
to the Ingush kulak, caused its extraordinary anger and resistance, 
which was expressed primarily in a series of terrorist acts against 
representatives of the grassroots government of the poor and rural 
activists. So, from October 1 to December 25, 1929, according to 
incomplete data, 21 terrorist attacks were registered, of which 19 or 90% 
were committed on the basis of grain procurements, while from 
January 1 to October 1, 20 terrorist attacks took place, of which only 35 
% on the basis of grain procurements. The most unfavorable in this 
respect are Nazran and Prigorodny districts. The greatly increased 
resistance of the kulaks is also determined by the facts of active armed 
resistance of the kulaks when confiscated property is confiscated from 
them. during searches and arrests, the departure of kulaks from auls in 
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order to avoid reprisals or their transition to an illegal position in their 
own auls. The latter phenomenon is especially widespread among the 
kulaks, who are condemned in absentia by the courts as malicious non- 
donors of grain. 


However, the central place in the intensified activity of the kulaks 
continues to be occupied by the proven method of the kulak's influence 
on the broad masses of the population - khabar (rumors and rumors), 
which are clearly provocative in nature and are used to arouse 
discontent with the Soviet regime and insurgency among the 
population. 


“The Soviet government registers the girls, gives them registration 
cards and will send them to the center of the USSR. There girls will be 
married off to Russians in order to mix mountain blood and thus 
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destroy the Ingush nation. ' 


“Following the bread, cattle will be selected. The horns of the cattle are 
already being cut off and cans with numbers are hung up. These cattle 
will soon be taken away. " 


These provocative rumors, very skillfully using the national, every day 
and religious prejudices of the population, in a number of cases have 
an impact. Numerous cases of hasty marriage of daughters, sale and 
slaughter of cattle, anxious moods among the poor peasants and Soviet 
workers, a drop in the rate of grain procurements and other economic 
campaigns have been registered. The growth of anti-Soviet activity of 
the kulaks is reflected in the activities of the Muslim clergy, sectarians 
and religious activists, who, for their part, are intensively spreading 
provocative rumors about the "government's march on religion", 
referring to the Koran and religious authorities who allegedly predict 
the inevitability of the Soviet government. In most cases, these rumors 
were accompanied by calls to "defend the religion", to fight with arms 
to preserve the Mohammedan faith, 


In connection with the general revival of the kulak-mul's elements, 
there is a significant revival in the activities of the band elements. There 
have been cases of open appearance in some villages of hitherto hiding 
bandits, numerous cases of threats from them against local workers, an 
increased demand for weapons, as well as more frequent incidents of 
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bandit gangs' raiding and robbing cooperative shops. Five such facts 
were registered during December. 


The events in Chechnya further intensified the activities of the kulak- 
anti-Soviet elements of the Ingush aul. Rumors about events in the flat 
part of Chechnya, which quickly penetrated into the region, especially 
in the villages bordering on Chechnya, were immediately picked up by 
the kulaks and used for their anti-Soviet purposes, mainly in agitation 
against grain procurements. As a result of this agitation, grain 
procurements in a number of border auls fell significantly, and in some 
places the supply of grain to the delivery points stopped. 


In the Nazran district (bordering Chechnya), during the second five- 
day period preceding the events in Chechnya, 54,962 poods were 
procured, during the third five-day period - 28,125 poods, and in the 
fourth five-day period only 12875 poods. 


The growing activity of the kulak-anti-Soviet elements in the Ingush aul 
and their intensified agitation against the current campaigns, in the 
absence of appropriate explanatory work on the part of local Soviet- 
party organizations, created a tense situation in the region. 


DAGESTAN 


Responses to the counter-revolutionary action in the flat part of 
Chechnya 


Rumors about events in Chechnya take place mainly in the regions 
bordering on Chechnya and in the Cossack Kizlyar District. In the Avar, 
Andi, Khasavyurt and Gunib districts, there is an increase in the activity 
of kulak-anti-Soviet elements, leading an intensified insurgent 
campaign and spreading provocative rumors. This activity of the 
kulak-anti-Soviet element quickly took shape in numerous counter- 
revolutionary groups. The anti-Soviet groups existing in the Andy, 
Avar and Khasav-Yurt districts also began to manifest themselves 
significantly. Among the counter-revolutionary groups that have 
become active, there is a tendency to unite into a single insurgent 
organization. The activities of the groups are mainly aimed at 
organizing an asset, establishing communication with each other, with 
active gangs and with Chechnya, the spread of insurgency; and the 
procurement of weapons and ammunition. Provocative rumors, 
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intensively spread by members of anti-Soviet groups, generally paint 
the situation created in connection with the events in Chechnya as 
favorable for an armed uprising. In order to provoke dissatisfaction 
with the authorities, rumors were also spread that the authorities were 
preparing to "take away the livestock from the population." As a result, 
in a number of regions, especially in Avar, there was an increased 
slaughter of livestock (aul Untsukul). With the appearance in the 
border districts of a kulak-bandit element hiding from Benoi 
(Chechnya), the spread of provocative rumors, in most cases reporting 
about the "successes" of the Chechen rebels, about their support by the 
rest of the national regions, the Cossacks, etc., increased even more. 


The mood of the poor and middle peasants of the border districts, in 
the areas of influence of counterrevolutionary groups, before the 
deployment of mass Soviet-party measures, remained tense and 
expectant. In connection with the start of mass work with the poor and 
middle peasants, as well as the transfer of scarce goods and bread to 
disadvantaged auls to supply the poor, a turning point took place in the 
mood of the poor and middle peasants. At the general meetings held, 
the poor and middle peasants discuss the behavior of the Odno-aul 
bandits and kulaks and express their readiness to assist in the removal 
of the bandit-anti-Soviet element. 


It should be noted that carrying out mass explanatory work with the 
poor and the fight against kulak-anti-Soviet elements is largely 
hindered by numerous excesses and shortcomings in the work of the 
grass-roots soviet, which are widely used by kulak-anti-Soviet 
elements. 


In a number of auls of the Avar and Andean districts, workers of the 
village councils continue a campaign to collect signatures under a 
statement on the closure of mosques. Often, these signatures are 
obtained under the appropriate pressure. 


These shortcomings in the work of the grassroots Soviet apparatus 
created a corresponding idea of Soviet power in the poor and middle 
peasants of the remote auls. In this respect, the statement of the meeting 
of the poor peasant activists and former Red partisans of the Untsukul 
aul that in particular, against the enemies who sit in the apparatus”. 
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In the Kizlyar Okrug, the reactionary and counter-revolutionary elite of 
the Cossacks are positive about the action in the flat part of Chechnya 
and speaks out about the need to support the Chechen 
rebels. Provocative rumors are spreading that the Terek Cossacks came 
to the aid of the rebels, as a result of which the Red Army was defeated 
and forced to leave Chechnya. These rumors are spread by local kulak- 
anti-Soviet elements, mainly with connections with the Chechens of the 
Gudermes district. 


Political state of Adjara 
Countering school building 


Under the influence of the incessant agitation of the kulak-Mula 
elements against Soviet schools (see reviews for October and 
November), an increase in anti-Soviet sentiments continues to be 
observed among the population of a number of regions of Adjara. The 
transfer of new teachers to the field in early December, the holding of 
rallies and propaganda and explanatory work among the population 
for visiting Soviet schools, further increased the activity of the kulak- 
anti-Soviet elements. The latter continue to urge the population to fight 
against Soviet schools, expel and boycott teachers and persecute 
parents who send their children to Soviet schools. At the same time, 
they spread rumors about the forthcoming new uprising in the Khuli 
district, war and intervention, accompanied by threats of inevitable 
reprisals against the supporters of Soviet schools. "The hour of the 
uprising is approaching, 


As a result of such agitation of the kulak-mulle elements, which still 
retained a significant influence on the main strata of the population, 
there were cases of opposition to Soviet schools and from the poor and 
middle peasants. In addition, in most of the villages of the Khulinsky 
and Kedsky counties, the percentage of attendance at Soviet schools has 
significantly decreased, and in some villages of Gordzhomsky, 
Uchamsky and Riketsky, the population has completely stopped 
sending children to the Soviet school. 


In with. The population of Tsablan is so intimidated by the circulating 
rumors of an uprising, which will be supported by the British, already 
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disembarking from the sea, that they have stopped sending children to 
the Soviet school, with the exception of some communists. 


In with. Didi-Adjara even the teacher himself stopped teaching his 
children. 


Not confining themselves to anti-school agitation and the spread of 
provocative rumors, kulak-mulle elements in places go to active action, 
disrupt general meetings devoted to the school issue (villages of 
Papashvileba, Agara), intimidate children going to the Soviet school 
and force them to return home (villages of Tskhaklisi, Shubani, 
Tsablan), encourage the peasants to take hostile actions against the 
Soviet regime, promising that "if there is repression, then the rebels and 
Turks will free you." 


Noteworthy is the following maneuver used in the village. Riketi led 
by Khoja, a group of former participants in the March performance. The 
designated members of the group insist on the construction of a new 
school and demand the destruction of the madrasah. Meanwhile, a 
functioning Soviet school is located in the building of the 
madrasah. This maneuver is designed for the failure of the current 
academic year. The same group managed to organize a delegation to 
the Khuli executive committee with the specified requirements. 


It should be noted that agitation against Soviet schools is also being 
carried out by individual members of the village council, communists 
and Komsomol members, who openly spoke at meetings against 
sending children to Soviet schools (Dioknisi village) and persuading 
peasants not to attend meetings devoted to the school issue (Agara 
village). 


Dissatisfaction with logging 


The arrival in the Kobuleti and Khulinsky districts of a party of workers 
for felling and harvesting timber was used by kulak-anti-Soviet 
elements in order to disrupt logging. Basically, the agitation against 
logging boiled down to the fact that it was impossible to allow the 
export of timber, which the local peasants were not given in sufficient 
quantities, and that the arriving party of workers consisted of 
newcomer Georgians, who were taking bread from the local 
population, thereby depriving the latter of their earnings. This agitation 
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had its effect.In the villages of Tskhemvali, Chahati, Zeraboseli, 
Chvany, Tskhemlis and other peasants began to interfere with the 
workers, forcing them to leave the forest. There were also threats to the 
workers (the villages of Zeraboseli and Chakhati). In with. Tskhemvali, 
one of the leaders of the anti-logging campaign, a former trader, came 
to the logging commissioner, demanded from the last cleaning of the 
premises he occupied, and leaving together with the workers. Under 
pressure from peasants, agitated by the former merchant, the 
commissioner had to obey and leave for Kobuleti. The workers in the 
village were dispersed in a similar way. Meskhi-Kedakh. 


Agricultural tax 


The taxation of the unified agricultural tax had a significant impact on 
the income of the clergy, in connection with which the mullahs and 
khojas led intensified campaigning for the "equalizing tax" and for a 
general reduction in the rates of the unified agricultural tax. In some 
cases, the agitation of representatives of the Muslim community was 
successful. So, at a general meeting in the village. Chahati poor people 
about taxing a fellow villager with an individual tax of 47 
rubles. expressed: “It is better to distribute these 47 rubles. on all of 
us. Everyone will find 1 ruble to help their fellow villager. " 


The attitude of the general population towards the new law on the 
unified agricultural tax is positive. The poor mainly express 
dissatisfaction with the under-taxation of the wealthy and the kulaks 
(Kobuleti district). 


Deputy Chairman of the OGPU 

Messing 

Head of the Secret Operations Directorate of the OGPU 
Evdokimov 

Pom. Head of the Information Department of the OGPU 
Zaporozhets 

Correct: Secretary of INFO 


Kucherov 
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Appendix No. 1. Kinks and distortions in the practice of grain 
procurement 


SVK 


Buguruslan district. In N. Sultangulovsky village council of the 
Alekseevsky district (unites three Tatar settlements and one Russian 
village of Molozino), the control figure is 16,000 poods. spread out only 
between two villages, and the remaining two villages, which have a 
significant number of wealthy kulak farms, are not taxed. The greatest 
burden of grain procurements fell on the Molozinsky settlement (9000 
poods). Here grain procurement workers (most members of the CPSU) 
made a number of gross excesses. In order to find bread, the earth was 
dug up, a pond was unloaded. The discovery of two sewing machines 
and a harrow at the bottom of the pond gave rise to unacceptable 
bullying against the peasants. So, for example, one of the delegates at a 
meeting once said: "Dig your own grave alive, we will bury it alive." 


On the initiative of the grain procurement officials, over 300 people 
(including old people and women) were arrested and put ina cold barn, 
where they were kept for up to three days. Commissioner Sayfulin 
arrested and put in a cold cell a 72-year-old man, and at night he sent 
him to the so-called military headquarters organized by him at the 
village. Colosino. The middle peasant summoned to him for individual 
processing, the delegates were forced to confess that the found pit with 
bread (4 poods) belonged to him, but despite assurances that the pit 
was not his, one of the delegates, taking a rope, led the middle peasant 
to the yard, where he locked in a cold shed, holding for a whole day. In 
this village, out of 42 houses, 11 households were sold out, and 61 
st. UK. All property was described and sold, up to kitchen curtains, 
hoes, etc. 


UKRAINE 


Proskurovsky district. In with. Pakhutins (inhabited by a significant 
number of anti-Soviet elements) local activists (former Petliurites, 
punishers) committed gross mockery of peasants who did not fulfill 
their grain procurement assignments. So, for example, the middle 
peasant summoned to the presidium of the meeting, who refused to 
export grain surpluses, was immediately beaten by the poor 
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activist. Another poor man, who declared that he did not have bread, 
was also beaten at the meeting. Moreover, fists also took part in the 
beating. After half an hour of bullying, he was released with the words: 
"Well, go, rest,” and then beaten again. Two other middle peasants were 
subjected to the same beatings. On the orders of the grain procurement 
officer, one cam was pushed into the courtyard, where he was beaten 
with his back against the fence. At one of the meetings in the house of 
one middle peasant, the latter, fearing beatings, ran out into the 
yard, where he was caught and dragged back into the house and, after 
putting out the lights, they beat him. Similar cases of beatings were 
practiced in relation to other middle peasants. The chairman of the 
village council, a member of the Central Executive Committee of the 
USSR Velichko was present at some of these bullying. The peasants 
regarded this as a completely legal action of the local village council 
since this is done in the presence of a member of the CEC. A number of 
complaints from peasants to the regional prosecutor remained 
unanswered. In total, 19 people were beaten in this village, of which: 
three kulaks, three poor peasants, the rest are middle peasants. 


The case is under investigation. 
Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 
Kucherov 


Appendix No. 2. Kazakhstan. Excesses in the practice of grain 
procurement 


Petropavlovsk district. In with. In the Vysokoye Volodarskiy district, 
the grain procurement officials confiscated all the bread from one low- 
powered middle peasant, and during a search they put family members 
half-naked in a cold barn. 


In stts. Novo-Nikolskaya, Voroshilovskiy district (Russian Cossacks), a 
grain procurement commissioner (he is also an authorized 
representative of the Voroshilovskiy regional executive committee) 
beat one middle peasant and, threatening to be shot, demanded the 
delivery of bread.In with. Metlishyno Trudovogo District, the 
representatives for grain procurements (members of the CPSU (b)) at a 
general meeting of peasants on the issue of increasing the rate of grain 
procurement, said: "Today will be St. Bartholomew's night, you need to 
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beat the kulaks." After the meeting, they supplied some members of the 
village council with hunting rifles and gave them the following order: 
"Work, beat those who resist and drive them out into the street." In 
fulfillment of this order, the members of the village council summoned 
all kulaks to the village council, beat the poor and middle peasants, 
rode on horseback, put them in a cold barn, put the kulaks on top of the 
poor peasants, shouting: "Go for bread.” Under the influence of talk 
about St. Bartholomew's night, some peasants came home, put on clean 
linen in anticipation of death. (The case for the indicated commissioners 
is in the district CC VKP (b)). 


In with. Karamyshevsky, Shchuchin District, the grain procurement 
officer put one middle peasant in his underwear in a cold barn, and 
when the latter refused to undress his fur coat and felt boots, he pointed 
a revolver at him and, threatening to be shot, forced him to undress; he 
also put two poor people in a cold barn. 


In stts. Bogoyavlenka of the Presnogorkovsky district, the grain 
procurement officer took the wealthy and middle peasants out into the 
street and froze them for several hours, offering to hand over the 
bread. (The authorized person has been removed from work and held 
accountable). 


Commissioner for grain procurement in stc. Sibirka (Russian Cossacks) 
of the Presnogorkovsky district, under the threat of execution, forced 
one middle peasant to take out the last 26 poods. of bread. He also put 
16 people in a cold barn, including women. One poor man, the wife of 
a Red Army soldier, was summoned by him to the komsode, she was 
asked to hand over the surplus bread, to the objection that she had no 
surplus, they put her undressed several times in the snow. (The 
commissioner was removed from work and brought to trial.) 


Similar cases of kinks were noted in p.Sivkovo Labor District, 
s. Grachevka, Volodarsky district and a number of other villages. 


Urals District. The ombudsperson for grain procurements and the 
chairman of the village council No. 12 of the Karatyubinsk district, in 
order to influence non-donors of bread, practiced locking the latter in 
cold sheds in their underwear, and such measures were also applied to 
the middle peasants. 
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Commissioner for grain procurement in the village. Mergenev, 
Lbischensky district, arrested 6 peasants for not handing over surplus 
grain and put them in their underwear in a cold barn. 


Aktobe district. Commissioner for grain procurement in the 
village. Uspensky, Khodbinsky District, the grain procurement plan 
was spread among all social strata, in addition, it additionally imposed 
tasks on those who had already fulfilled the plan, including the middle 
peasants and the poor. 


Commissioner for grain procurement in the village. In Karaganda, the 
Khodbinsky district, he arrested and put in a cold barn one middle 
peasant, allegedly for not delivering grain surpluses. 


Similar cases of bends were noted in the Semipalatinsk District. 
Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 
Kucherov 


Appendix No. 3. Table of mass demonstrations for November and 
December 1929 in the USSR 
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* Data for December is incomplete [document note]. 
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* Column 9 includes a speech motivated by the accidental murder of a 
girl by a communist among the "others" in the SVK. 


Among the "others" in the eastern national republics in November 
[referred to] one speech on the basis of land management, the other on 
the basis of industrial difficulties; in December - one against scarlet 
fever vaccination (Kabardino-Balkarian region) and one on the basis of 
dissatisfaction with the distribution of manufactured goods (document 
note). 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 


Kucherov 


Appendix No. 4. Table of mass demonstrations for November and 


December 1929 by eastern national republics and regions 
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Appendix No. 5. Mass demonstrations 
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Kupyansky District (Ukraine). At the beginning of December 1929, in 
two villages of the Senkovsky district, Novo-Osinovka and 
Glushkovka, mass demonstrations of peasants took place against the 
workers’ brigades who were carrying out grain procurement in these 
villages. These performances were caused mainly by excesses on the 
part of the team members. 


On the morning of December 4 in the village. In Novo-Osinovka, a 
working brigade that arrived convened a rural asset, where it was 
decided to procure 1,000 poods in excess of the plan. of bread. This 
decision soon became known to the entire village, and when the brigade 
began to check the grain surplus at one of the kulaks, a crowd of 
peasants (70 people) gathered to prevent this. From the crowd that 
surrounded the house, kulaks were shouting to the workers’ brigade: 
"It's enough for you to take bread, we won't give it, the workers live 
well, but we walk in rags." The members of the workers' brigade, 
fearing reprisals, rushed to the village council. Sometime later, the 
alarm was sounded in the local church. The gathered crowd of up to 
500 people surrounded the village council, where the workers were 
hiding, and held them until evening. Shouts were heard from the 
crowd: "Nobody will take the bread out of here." 


On December 7, a mass demonstration took place in the nearby 
village. Glushkovka, which fulfilled the grain procurement plan in 
full. Here, as in Novo-Osinovka, the reason for the speech was the 
excesses in the work of the workers' brigades who arrived in the village 
to pump out grain surpluses imposed for the third time in excess of the 
plan. At the same time, the working brigades (3) demanded the export 
of all grain reserves, not leaving even the necessary minimum for 
sowing. When indignant individual peasants turned to the chairman of 
the village council for clarification, asking him: "Who gave the workers' 
brigade the right to seize all grain even from the poor and middle 
peasants," the chairman of the village council added [oil] to the fire with 
his statement: “I don't know who they are, but I know that they came 
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to take all the bread from you. ' 


Gradually, a crowd gathered near the village council, demanding the 
termination of grain procurements and the expulsion of workers’ 
brigades from the village, and then, breaking up into groups, went to 
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the place of work of the brigades to oppose the seizure of grain. The 
members of the brigades fled from the village. When representatives of 
the regional authorities arrived in this village with two authorized 
brigades who had fled from Glushkovka earlier, the peasants rushed to 
the cars shouting: "Beat them, scoundrels, drag them, kill them on the 
spot.” Representatives of the local authorities who arrived were forced 
to flee. During a speech in the village. In Novo-Osinovka, a crowd of 
peasants beat the chairman of the KNS, a member of the grain 
procurement commission, and intended to beat an activist who had 
escaped, a member of the POP. 


December 7 in the village. Novo-Osinovka, a second speech took place 
demanding the release of the arrested initiators of the first. The 
participants in the December 7 demonstration were mainly women, 
including 10 kulaks who did not fulfill the grain procurement plan. The 
initiative to speak came from s. Novo-Osinovka. In the village of 
Glushkovka, soon after the speech, the peasants were pacified. After 
the explanation, the local population at the general meeting adopted a 
resolution on the need to investigate the illegal actions of the labor 
brigade and the anti-Soviet element, condemning the actions of the 
initiators, participants in the mass protests. 


The population did not interfere with the work of the district 
commission, which investigated the events. However, with each visit 
of the district and district authorities, crowds of the population 
gathered in order to prevent the arrest of the initiators. The most 
protracted performance was in the village. Novo-Osinovka, where the 
kulaks managed to subjugate the poor and middle peasants, who were 
also affected by the illegal actions of the workers’ brigades. Fists and 
wealthy s. Novo-Osinovka kept in touch with the Glushkovites all the 
time, counting on them as a reserve in case of active action. After 
performances on December 4 and 7 in the villages of Glushkovka and 
Novo-Osinovka, repeated performances took place, covering two other 
villages in the same region - Kurilovka and Kolesnikovka. 


It should be noted that in the interval between December 8 and 20, the 
situation in the villages of Novo-Osinovka and Glushkovka remained 
tense. The population of both villages put forward the same demands 
related to grain procurement, party members and activists were 
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beaten. The fact that these settlements border on the Belgorod District 
of the Central Black Earth Region, where a number of serious protests 
have recently taken place, forced the district authorities to take 
measures to remove active instigators and participants in the protests. 


December 23, 1929 in the village. Novo-Osinovka, when the 14 arrested 
initiators of the first protest were being withdrawn from the village, a 
crowd of 150 people, armed with stakes and stones, attacked the 
accompanying detachment, beating some of the guards. One arrested 
person was beaten off by the crowd. In with. Kolesnikovka crowd of 
about 100 people, accompanying the arrested, went to the 
village. Glushkovka, where 13 initiators of the first speech were also 
seized. 300 people from Glushkovites and Kolesnikovites attacked a 
detachment of guards in order to free the arrested. Having beaten off 
two of those arrested, the crowd took the remaining four employees of 
the GPU and the police as hostages to pump out weapons. From here, 
the Glushkovites and Kolesnikovites went to the village. Malo- 
Osinovka and, connecting with the local residents, went in a crowd of 
1000 people to the station. Kupyansk-Lugovaya. The crowd was armed 
with pitchforks braids and stakes. By the measures taken, the crowd 
was dispersed, and shooting into the air was used. 


At3 o'clock. On December 23, the GPU officers captured in Glushkovka 
were released by a specially sent detachment of mounted militia and 
railroad guard riflemen. It was established that the captured employee 
hostages could not offer resistance due to the fact that, while defending 
themselves from the crowd of arrested persons, they used up all the 
cartridges in the process of warning shooting into the air. 


As noted above, the demonstrations were mainly caused by excesses on 
the part of the workers' brigades who arrived to carry out grain 
procurements. Despite the fact that the plan of grain procurements in 
the village. Glushkovka was completed in full, the district workers 
decided to give an assignment for the procurement of another 3000 
poods, for which a working brigade was sent there, which allowed a 
number of ugly phenomena - rampant searches, re-taxation of the poor 
and middle peasants, rough treatment of the population, etc. 


In with. Kurilovka, the chief representative, a railway worker, on his 
own initiative began to work to close the church. For this purpose, he 


576 


summoned the priest and demanded that he sign a renunciation of 
dignity, as well as that the priest would preach a sermon demanding 
that the church be closed. 


Especially should be noted the behavior of the chairman of the district 
commission (non-partisan), who, being authorized for grain 
procurement, incited the peasants to a mass protest, declaring to them: 
"If you want to get rid of grain procurements, you must act in an 
organized manner, otherwise you will be left without a pound of 
bread." Interestingly, when he was surrounded by a crowd during a 
performance with other grain procurement workers, a group of ten 
percent kulaks took him under their protection and provided horses for 
leaving the village. 


Before the departure of the workers’ brigades in the Senkovsky district, 
a meeting was held with the participants of the last meeting, at which 
the secretary of the district committee gave the following instructions 
to the departing workers: "Bread is mainly taken from the kulak, to 
squeeze a little of the middle peasant and not touch the poor 
peasant." Answering questions about possible distortions of the class 
line during grain procurements, he said: "If we twist the class line, but 
fulfill the grain procurement plan, we will be beaten once, and if we 
twist and fail to fulfill the plan, we will be beaten twice." ... 


Kharkiv district (Ukraine). In with. Zarozhniy Chuguevsky district On 
December 16, local farm laborers at their general meeting decided to 
initiate a petition to close the church and adapt it to a hut-reading 
room. Upon learning of this, the local priest, through active churchmen 
and kulaks, notified the peasants, campaigning for the prevention of 
the closure of the church. 


On December 17, in the building of the reading room, a crowd of 400 
women gathered, led by the wife of a kulak, a former policeman 
Mikhailovsky, and demanded from the head. the hut-reading room 
immediately throw the cabinets out of the hut-reading room in order to 
hang icons and arrange a divine service. Having received a refusal, the 
crowd went to the chairman of the village council, presenting the same 
demands. The crowd did not disperse until the arrival of the 
aforementioned priest, who, having invited the crowd to church, told 
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her: “This night we all need to pray. The Soviet enemy is advancing on 
us. " Then the crowd dispersed. 


The next day, December 18, the crowd, led by the same 
Mikhailovskaya, again came to the hut-reading room, where they tore 
up posters, portraits of the leaders, threw out tables and smashed the 
radio. The aforementioned Mikhailovskaya showed herself most 
actively, shouting: "Smash this evil spirit to hell." Some participants 
called for the massacre of the Komsomol members. The crowd soon 
dispersed. 


On December 21, under the influence of these rumors about the 
upcoming closure of the church, a crowd of women again appeared at 
the premises of the village council and demanded that the question of 
closing the church be lifted. The crowd, breaking into the village 
council, made a riot, tore off the walls and tore up the portraits of the 
leaders. 


The question of closing the church, raised by public organizations in 
the village, has not yet been approved by the higher Soviet bodies, 
neither by the district committee, nor by the regional executive 
committee. 


Balashov district (NVK). December 23 in the village. Repnoi Vershiny 
of the Balashov district, the general meeting of peasants passed a 
resolution on the removal of church bells, making them as a deposit for 
a tractor for the newly organized collective farm. On December 24, in 
the afternoon, the village council, with the participation of the poor, 
removed the bells. In the evening, the pre-village council for non- 
payment of the tax for the church by the church council locked the 
church, taking the keys for himself, and informed the chairman of the 
church council and the church leader about this. The latter, with the 
permission of the chairman of the village council, appointed a meeting 
of believers to raise funds to pay off the debt. Up to 400 people attended 
the meeting (most of them women). At the end of the discussion of the 
question of raising funds from among those present, shouts were heard: 
"The village council deceived us, we must take the bells back and force 
the village council to open a church." The meeting allocated a 
commission of 12 people (exclusively from the poor), which was 
instructed to petition the village council for the opening of the church 
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and the return of the bells. She was also tasked with guarding the 
removed bells. As a result of the speech of a member of the Komsomol 
who was present at the meeting, who spoke about the complete closure 
of the church, noise and shout rose among those present. "Drive the 
Komsomol members out of here, take the bells away from them, down 
with the collective farms, we will not go into them if the bells are not 
given to us." Moreover, the chairman of the church council immediately 
beat this Komsomol member. 


The next morning, notified by the well-to-do, women gathered at the 
building of the village council in the number of 100 people, making 
noise. Attempts by the chairman of the village council and the district 
police officer to calm the crowd were unsuccessful and the crowd 
continued to make noise. The chairman of the church council (she is 
also a member of the board of the collective farm and PO), addressing 
the chairman of the village council, said: “Look, the masses have come 
themselves; you think we teach the poor, no, they came themselves, but 
I did not bring them. " Shouts were heard from the crowd: “Give us the 
keys to the church, why did the chairman of the village council 
unauthorizedly remove the bells, but they took away our bread and 
cattle, and now they have reached the bells. The chairman of the village 
council is not ours, but a visitor, he robbed us, he must be replaced, who 
forcibly wants to drive us to the collective farm. 


The men in the crowd instigated to crack down on the chairman of the 
village council, shouting: “Take the chairman by the throat, why look 
at them, their souls, this is not power, but bastards, robbers, 
communists. We need to shoot them because they send Komsomol 
members to rob us. Let's leave the collective farms. " The poor man was 
immediately beaten by the crowd. Seeing the indignation of the crowd, 
the chairman of the village council together with the district supervisor 
locked themselves in the building of the village council. The crowd 
began to tear down the doors, shouting: "Anyway, we will get you out, 
we will set fire to the village council, then you will leave yourself." The 
crowd pursued the messenger of the Komsomol member to report the 
incident to the RIK and did not let him out of the village. 


In the evening, at the initiative of the chairman of the village council, a 
meeting of women was called and, under the influence of the persistent 
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demands of those present, the keys to the church were returned. Not 
satisfied with this, the meeting demanded written permission from the 
chairman of the village council to open the church and that the church 
was opened personally by the chairman of the village council. 


Having received the keys to the church, the crowd immediately pulled 
back the lying bells, after which they dispersed to their homes. 


Stalingrad district. In with. V. Elshanku, Stalingrad region, on 
December 11, a commission arrived to remove the bells in the 
Alexander Nevsky Church. Summoned by the alarm bell, a crowd of 
peasants, numbering up to 600 people (including up to 500 women), 
gathered to the church, shouting: "We did not make any decisions, and 
therefore we will not allow to remove the bells," attacked the members 
of the commission, threatening them with reprisals. 


The members of the commission called by telephone from the city of 
Stalingrad an equestrian detachment of militia, which arrived in the 
amount of 9 people, headed by a representative of the regional 
department. The crowd, incited by the anti-Soviet element and the 
traders, shouts: “We will kill you all and we will die ourselves, but we 
will not give the bell. We are hungry, naked and capable of anything.” 
She attacked the policemen. And bricks were thrown at the 
policemen. As a result, 7 people of them were slightly wounded in the 
head. 


The crowd dispersed only after the representative of the okradmotdel 
removed the policemen and gave the order to suspend the work on 
removing the bells, returning the keys to the church. 


The crowd dispersed and assigned 50 people to guard the church. 


The removal of the bells was carried out in accordance with the clause 
of the agreement on socialist competition, concluded by the Elshan 
village council. Moreover, the contract also provided for the closure of 
the church. No awareness campaign was conducted among the 
population beforehand. And when the cultural brigade, who arrived 
from the region to hold the socialist competition, raised the issue of 
removing the bells, at the meeting the proposal of the village activists 
was rejected and a resolution was adopted: “Remove the small bells 
and leave the big ones”. 
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After the small bells were removed in the presence of specially 
summoned representatives of the Industrial College's patronage 
community, the village activists insisted that the large bell be removed 
as well. 


On December 8, upon the arrival of the commissioner for carrying out 
complete collectivization, the question of removing the bells was raised 
a second time at a meeting of peasants. However, the proposal to 
remove the large bell by the assembly was greeted with a loud noise, 
and some of the peasants defiantly left the assembly. Selktiv managed 
to carry out the proposal to remove the bell. 


The kulaks and the anti-Soviet element around the issue of removing 
the bells 4’ launched a wide campaign, and on December 11 the wives 
of the kulaks began to group women around them from 4 o'clock in the 


morning. 
A priest and 9 kulaks were arrested in the case. 


Kamyshinsky District (NVK). In with. V. Valkley of the Nikolaev area, 
on December 14, a meeting of the poor was held on the issue of grain 
procurement and collectivization. During the meeting, a group of 
kulaks and fists burst into the room where the meeting was taking 
place. Having pounced on the presidium of the meeting, the kulaks 
tried to deal with the secretary of the VKP (b) cell and the rapporteur 
on collectivization, shouting: “Why are you forcing us to go to the 
collective farm, you are drinking blood from the population and want 
to ride on our backs; break the resolution. " The meeting was closed, but 
the fists, having surrounded the presidium in a tight ring, did not part 
for a long time. At the time of the kulaks' speech, the telephone wires 
connecting Balykley with other villages in the region were broken. 


On December 20, on the issue of collectivization, meetings of peasants 
in schools were scheduled. Learning about this, under the leadership of 
one of the kulaks, a crowd of 300 peasants came to the building of the 
village council and demanded that the meeting be held in the 
street. Representatives of the local authorities who came out to the 
crowd were greeted with shouts and whistles. 


The initiators of the speech were arrested. 
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Mordovia region *, December 23 in the village. In Cheremyshevo, a 
general meeting of peasants was organized on the issue of tractors in 
this village. A crowd of women gathered at the building of the village 
council (where the meeting was taking place), which, after the opening 
of the meeting, raised a noise and shout: "Enough patience, we do not 
need tractors and Soviet power." When the speaker, authorized by the 
RIK, began the report, the women shouted "hurray” and did not allow 
him to speak, and when he was silent, the crowd began to shout: 
"Remove the flags from the mosques, restore the mullahs and do not 
tax them." As a result, the meeting was disrupted. The representative 
of the RIK, fearing reprisals, sent for help in the nearest 
village. Lyambille, from where the chairman of the village council and 
the URO agent soon arrived. However, attempts to calm the crowd 
have come to nothing. The women did not leave for a long time. The 
women's performance was provoked by fists and mullahs,*%. 


Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 


Kucherov 
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*In the document, the total is incorrect; followed by 1859. 
Correct: Secretary of INFO OGPU 
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